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PREACHING TO OUR AGE
B y  t i i e  E d i t o r

DR. FO R SY T H  in “ Positive Preaching and the M odern M ind,” says: 
“We must all preach to our age, bu t woe to us if it is our age we 
preach, and only hold up the m irror to the tim e.” And I think 
this distinction is fundam ental. The tem ptation to preach one’s own age is 
ever present and sometimes it is quite forceful. T hen there is also a 

tem ptation  a t times at least to preach some other current age to our own 
age. Ju st as with some any thing tha t is past is bad or at least of small 
value, so w ith  others w hatever is past is holy. T here is evidence th a t for 
a num ber of generations just behind us older people have been saying ever, 
“ I t  was not so in my day .” And it is true th a t it was not so in their day, 
bu t the generation tha t was passing when they were in their prime con
demned the new generation then just as we condemn it now.

B ut we m ust not preach age a t all. W e m ust preach the gospel of 
Jesus C hrist which is independent of age. The fashions and styles of 
men (and women also) are ever changing. But sin and m an’s great 
needs rem ain the same, and salvation is timeless as to lim itation and 
adaptation . And Jesus C hrist Him self is the same “yesterday and today 
and forever.”

In  preaching or prophecy there is always the danger tha t the preacher 
will work himself into the conclusion tha t the gospel is not adapted  to 
this age— or, which is the same thing, tha t this age has pu t itself beyond 
the reach of the gospel. Then there is the opposite danger which tem pts 
the preacher to settle down into the conclusion tha t civilization and invention 
are regeneration and tha t the world is redeemed because it is wiser and 
makes bette r adaptations. And whether a preacher commends his age or 
condemns it, he cannot help his age much if he simply preaches the age. 
H e must preach to his age, bu t he m ust not preach age or era either pro 
or con.

On m any hands we hear it tha t there is an increasing dem and for 
expository preaching, and tha t intelligent people show more lasting interest
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in the “ Bible p reacher” than  in the spectacular o rator who gets his m aterial out 
of the newspapers and current magazines. And where this is the case it is a 
testim ony to the wonderful adap tation  of the Bible to each succeeding age and 
generation. *In fact Bible readers have to rem ind themselves ever and anon 
tha t the Bible is an “old Book.” Otherwise they are likely to conclude th a t it is of 
recent origin and tha t w hat it says has special application to w hat is going on 
today. And every age from Paul to now have felt the same way about it. Let 
us preach to our age by all means. B ut let us preach the gospel of every age 
to our age.

E D I T O R I A L  N O T E S
A brother who has preached th irty  years in Latin America was telling me 

how the people describe the different types of preachers. H e said th a t when a 
preacher appeared who spoke slowly and uncertainly and in lack of w arm th, the 
people were in the hab it of saying, “Es una mosca m uerta— ” he is a dead fly. 
P retty  hard on dry .preachers, don 't you th ink  so?

I t  is necessary tha t the effective preacher shall be in reality  the voice of the 
Church, and he m ust think of himself as such. We have heard much of late about 
a p reacher’s freedom, as though this were of greater im portance than  the people’s 
lives and service. To the Church the preacher is a voice speaking forth. To the 
world the  preacher is a missionary. And the preacher who represents nothing 
more than  his own poor thinking and personal freedom is bu t half a preacher at 
best. H e m ust speak for the Church to the world.

W e were observing a Sunday school in T rinidad. A veteran m issionary said 
to me aside: “The trouble with our people here is tha t they do not tra in  them 
selves in m atters of self-control. Their habit is to take the easy way. If they 
w ant a drink of w ater they simply go and get it. T hey  have not learned the ad 
vantage of self-restraint and self-discipline. They let mere desire become their 
guide and they have deteriorated under such a system .” And then I could not 
help thinking of those “m odernistic” Americans who would have us th ink  th a t they  
reach their highest pleasure and developm ent by simply following their bent. T hey 
would call us childish and dum b for practicing tem perance and observing prohibi
tions. They would make a m otto out of “back to n a tu re” and m ake us excellent 
by substitu ting license for liberty. But as one who is spending some m onths ob
serving and appraising the unrestrained form  of life I am  fully convinced th a t the 
best life, w hether vegetable, animal or spiritual is found only in the “straigh t and 
narrow w ay” of self-restraint and self-denial. T he broad way is always the way 
of death and destruction.

P u b l i s h e d  m o n t h l y  b y  t h e  N a z a r e n e  P u b l i s h i n g  H o u s e ,  2 9 23  T r o o s t  A v e . ,  K a n s a s  C i ty ,  Mo., m a i n t a i n e d  b y  a n d  in  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of  t h e  C h u r c h  of t h e  N a z a r e n e .  S u b s c r i p t i o n  p r i c e  $1 .00  a y e a r .  E n t e r e d  a s  s e c o n d  c l a s s  m a t t e r  a t  t h e  P o s t o f f i c e  a t  K a n s a s  C i ty ,  M o.  A c c e p t a n c e  f o r  m a i l 
ing  a t  s p e c i a l  r a t e  of  p o s t a g e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  in  S e c t i o n  1103, A c t  o f  O c t o b e r  3, 1917 , a u t h o r i z e d  D e c e m b e r  30, 1925.
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THE REASON OF EXCUSES
B y  A. M . H il l s  

A nd  they all with  one consent began to make  
excuse (Luke 14:18).

SALVATION is represented as a feast, a 
lime of joy, and social fellowship. I t  means 
th a t salvation  is a happy, joyous experience 
and  not a lonely, gloomy affair.

The first invited guests all began to make 
excuse: ( i )  I have bought a field. (2) I 
have bought five yoke of oxen and I go to  prove 
them . (3) 1 have m arried a wife. They were 
all foolish excuses, and not the real reason. So 
when people stay away from  the feast of salva
tion, they may till their m ouths with excuses. 
P robably  none of them  are the real reason.
1. L e t  U s N o t ic e  S o m e  o f  t h e  C u r r e n t  R e a 

s o n s  W i i y  M a n y  A r e  N o t  S aved
1. The most common reason is the love of 

some sin. M ultitudes are conscious of their b u r
den of guilt. They are ill at ease. They have no 
rest, and  no peace. They cannot rem em ber their 
past, or reflect on their present, or look forw ard 
to their fu tu re  w ith any com fort.

They would fain have deliverance from  their 
record and from  themselves. But whenever they 
Ihink of it, one fact forever stares them  in the 
face—they must give up their sins. “Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts: and let him retu rn  unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy upon h im ; and to our 
God, for he will abundantly  p ardon” (Isaiah 
5 5 :7). “R epent, and  tu rn  yourselves from  your 
idols; and tu rn  aw ay your faces from all your 
abom inations” (Ezek. 14:6).

M oody preached once on the “Prodigal Son." 
A fter the service a m an said to  the w orker, “He 
described my case exactly. I am  th a t prodigal 
son.” “W ould you like to come to  your Father's 
h ouse?” the worker asked. “I w ould,” he re
plied. “W ill y o u ? ” was the fu rther question. 
But th e  m an answered, “No, I will not. I am 
caught in  the meshes of a disgusting sin.” And 
so when brought face to face with a loving 
Savior and the feast of pardoning love, he turned

aw ay for a disgusting sin. M any will tu rn  
dow n salvation because of some hab it in their 
lives.

2. The love of pleasure is keeping m ultitudes 
from  God. How m any feel their need of Christ, 
and are moved by the H oly Spirit to  seek 
H im . They see the w orth  of religion. B ut the 
Spirit reveals to them  th a t if they become the 
Lord's they m ust abandon their sinful pleas
ures, cards, or dancing, or theaters, or gambling 
— ar.d they flatly refuse to do it.

A young wom an asked Dr. Joh n  Hall of Fifth  
Avenue Presbyterian  church, New Y ork, “If  I 
become a Christian m ust I give up my dancing?” 
“Yes, if Jesus asks you to, you m ust do it,” was 
his answer. And she replied, “Then, if I m ust 
choose between Jesus Christ and dancing, I will 
hold on to my dancing and let Jesus Christ 2:0 .” 
W hat an awful choice! M ultitudes are acting in 
the same way.

3. Unholy am bitions are keeping m any from 
Christ. They wish some kind of a career, and 
they th ink  that religion would be an im pedi
m ent and a hindrance.

In a revival meeting at F o rt W ayne, Indiana, 
m any were praying for a young lawyer. One 
night he stood up in meeting and said, “ I will 
settle it tonight.” B ut his political am bitions 
led him to say, “N o.” He became Secretary 
Hugh M cCullough in Lincoln’s cabinet, b u t God 
never called him  again.

4. The undue love of money is keeping many 
from Christ. “They th a t will be rich fall into 
tem ptation  and a snare, and into m any foolish 
and h urtfu l lusts” (1 Tim. 6 :0 ). I t  was the 
undue love of riches th a t kept, the rich young man 
from  following Jesus; and it was the love of a 
few pieces of silver th a t caused Judas Iscariot 
to betray  the Savior.

5. Fear oj man  is keeping m any from  Christ. 
People are afraid  to  stand in meeting to indicate 
th a t they are serious. They are afraid  to  stay  to 
an after meeting for fear their friends will see 
them . They are afraid  to confess Christ for 
fear shopm ates or com panions will laugh at
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them. H usbands are afraid  of their wives, and 
wives of their husbands. I  would ra ther be 
laughed a t for coming to Christ by a few peo
ple here lo r a little while, than to be laughed at 
by devils for a million ages in hell for not com
ing to Him.

6. An unwillingness to forgive is shutting an 
o ther m ultitude from  God and salvation. Some
one has done us a real or fancied wrong. We 
cherish a b itter ill will tow ard  him. We in 
stinctively know  th a t we cannot get forgiveness 
from  God while we have th a t s tate of heart. 
How  can He forgive us ten thousand talents, if 
we will not forgive our fellow-servants a hun
dred pence. At Sunset Camp there was a woman 
who sought a t the a lta r nine days before she 
could forgive the wom an th a t had stolen her 
husband. A wom an was in the inquiry room  at 
Cleveland two hours, and  was m aking the ex
cuse, “I  can’t forgive.” Someone asked her, 
“Are you willing for God to take the ill will out 
of y o u ? ” She said she was. They started  to 
pray, and her knees had  hardly  touched the floor 
before she was blessed. W hat an aw ful thing 
to go to hell just for the sake of hating  some
body !

7. A stubborn  self-will th a t does not w ant to 
bow to God. There was a fourteen-year-old  
girl in G rand Rapids in my meeting. I coveted 
her for God, but she refused to yield. I asked 
her Sabbath school and day school teachers 
w hy? The answer was, “Because her m other has 
never taught her to  bow her will to  any au th o r
ity. She was never subdued.” T ha t is training 
a child for hell.

8. Pride is keeping another great class away 
from  God. Pride of m orality , or im aginary 
goodness. You will rem em ber the story  of the 
prayers of the Pharisee and the publican. The 
Pharisee, p roud  of his im aginary goodness 
thanked God th a t he was not like the publican, 
but received no blessing. B ut the publican, in 
his hum ility, was blessed of God. M any people 
are too proud to confess some sin, o r too proud 
to join the ranks of common people a t the altar.

A wom an asked M r. McNeil, “M ust I seek 
salvation just like my coachman J o h n ? ” He re
plied, “Yes, m adam , if you ever get saved at 
all, it m ust be just as your coachman Jo h n .” 
“I won’t have it then,” she answered hastily. 
There is no special box entrance into heaven for 
the aristocrat. There arc m any people too proud

to go to  the inquiry  room, or the a lta r w ith 
common sinners.
II . T h e  O f f e r e d  P r e t e n d e d  E x c u s e s  A r e  I n 

v e n t e d
W ill they excuse you? W ill they be accepted 

at G od’s b ar?  Are the real reasons w orthy  of 
you? Will it pay you to hold to  your sins, and 
your evil pleasures and  you r ungodly am bitions, 
and your love of money, and your fear of m an, 
and your unwillingness to  forgive, and  your s tub 
bornness, and your pride, and reject Christ ? 
W ill they am ply rew ard you for the loss of an 
infinite and eternal salvation?

If  not, then throw  them  all aw ay, and seek 
salvation, n o w ! H ave these excuses the slightest 
value? W ill they avail any th ing  a t th e  bar 
of God? He gives in  advance His divine esti
mate of their absolute worthlessness. “T hou  a rt 
inexcusable, O' m an, whosoever thou  a r t” (R om . 
2 :1 ). W hy?

1. From  the nature of sin. God is so holy and 
so infinitely good th a t it is inexcusably wicked 
to sin against H im ! Y et w ith infinite patience 
and forbearance H e has provided a t great expense 
to Himself a feast of free and u tte rm o st salva
tion from  all our sins. He even begs us to  accept 
His mercy and let H im  blot our sins out of the 
book of His rem em brance forever.
II I . C o n s id e r  t i i e  W i c k e d n e s s  a n d  t h e  M a d 

n e s s  o f  S u c h  a P r a y e r

“ I p ray  Thee have me excused.” A worse 
desire never came into a hum an h e a r t ! A more 
dreadful prayer was never p ra y e d ! Excuse me 
from  w hat?  “0  Lord, excuse me from  the p a r
don of sin. Let my guilt be ever upon me 
and all my sins dog me like so m any sleuth- 
hounds to my coming doom. Let them  track  me 
and  chase me like tireless fiends, and drag me 
unforgiven to the bar of God and to rm ent me 
forever. Let me knowr no pity, reconciliation or 
mercy while ages ro l l!

“0  Lord, let me never see the smile of thy 
reconciled face. Let the lightnings of thy  w'rath 
smite me and the darkness and the tem pests of 
thy frowns be upon me. Let the fires of thy 
holy indignation and thy burning anger kindle 
upon me, and  consume me world w ithout end !

“0  God, excuse me from  the sanctifying w ork 
of the H oly Spirit. Let me hold on to  this 
black, deadly, dam ning depravity  th a t is enmity 
against God and will not let me serve H im  
in peace. Let me grieve the H oly Spirit until



T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M A G A ZIN E 229

He leaves me to m y doom  w ithout God and 
w ithout hope forever!

“O God, excuse me from  heaven. Let me w an
der in eternal night and the smoke of my to r 
m ent ascend forever and ev e r!”

T h a t is w hat this p rayer means th a t is so 
wicked and  so insulting to  God. D epend upon it,
0  soul, if you keep on praying this prayer God 
will give you up and answer you to  your own 
d am n atio n !

EXPOSITIONAL
......................................................... iiiimiiitiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiH ii

THE PROPHET AM OS— THE PREACHER 
OF JUDGMENT

B y  O l i v e  M. W i n c h e s t e r  
The Fourth Sermon— A Call to Seek 

the Lord 
(Chapter 5)

Seek ye me, and ye shall live (5:4b)

BE FO R E  giving the call to  seek the prophet 
prefaces his message w ith  a dirge refrain, 
a wail over the condition of Israel, a lam ent

ation as one would u tte r over a departed  friend.
I Personifying the nation  as a virgin and using 
the peculiar m eter th a t was custom ary for such 
outbursts of grief, he exclaims:

“Fallen, no more shall she rise,
Virgin of Israel!

Flung dow n  on her own ground,
No one to raise her I”

So vivid is the coming doom th a t although it is 
still in the fu tu re , he pictures it as having come 
to pass. He sees the virgin of Israel fallen upon 
the ground, w'ounded so grievously th a t she can
not rise herself, and m oreover there is no one 
to  help her. T hen passing from  the figure of 
the virgin we have the coming calam ity described 
under another fo rm ; a city of considerable size 
th a t could furnish a thousand men for battle  
shall have only a hundred left, and the smaller 
tow n that could give a hundred men will have 
only ten remaining.

W ith the thought of this catastrophe hovering 
over Israel, Am os’ h ea rt is stirred, and turning 
from  the delineation of doom th a t has h itherto  
been such a dom inant note in his sermons, we 
have a call to repentance. “There break fo rth ,” 
says Sm ith, “ the only tw o promises which lighten 
the lowering darkness of the book,” and  Eiselen 
observes, “He would have been unfit to act as a

messenger of Jehovah  had not the contem plation 
of this fate moved him to compassion and 
aroused a longing th a t the terrible calamity might 
be averted. In  the anxiety of his heart he bursts 
forth  in a new  exhortation, hoping th a t per
chance, he may yet succeed in bringing a t least 
some to  repentance, and thus avert the doom .” 

T hus moved upon the prophet exhorts, “Seek 
ye me, and ye shall live,” th a t is, the word of ad 
m onition comes th a t if they will seek Jehovah 
not in the ritualistic service alone bu t in a spirit 
of obedience and love, then the pending calamity 
will be averted. They were to refrain from  
seeking their idol sanctuaries where their chief 
objective was to participate in the festivals, not 
to  w orship Jehovah . These sanctuaries w ith  the 
people shall fall captive a t the hands of the 
enemy. Again the prophet repeats the exhorta
tion to seek Jehovah, and appends the w arning 
if they fail to  do so mercy m ay tu rn  to  w rath  
and indignation and break out like fire upon 
them , consuming them , for there will be no one 
who can quench the fire of God’s w rath .

“0  just Judge, to w ho m  belongs 
Vengeance for  all earthly wrongs,
Grant forgiveness, Lord, at least,
Ere the dread account be past.”

To whom  is such an exhortation addressed? To 
those who have made the adm inistration of 
justice to be filled w ith bitterness to the dow n
trodden and have trodden under their feet p rin 
ciples of equity and justice.

W ith the adm onition to  seek the L ord  comes 
ano ther passage like the one in the preceding 
chapter which describes to us some of th e  a t
tributes of deity. In  the symbolical w orship of 
the calves a t D an and Bethel which had now 
become degraded in to  the grossest idolatry , the 
idea of God in His essence and attribu tes had  be
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come contused in m en's minds. “Israel had p rob
ab ly ,” says Pusey, “so mixed up the thought of 
God w ith N ature, th a t they had  lost sight of 
God, as distinct from the creation. And so Amos 
afte r appealing to their consciences, sets forth  
God to them  as the Creator, Disposer of all 
things, and the Ju s t God, who redresseth m an’s 
violence and injustice.” W e are told first of 
the m ight and pow er of D eity  in th a t the con
stellations of the heavens arc the work of His 
hands, then we learn of His compassion and 
love, for from  the greatest extremities of life, the 
very ‘shadow  of d ea th ’ He can deliver and 
tu rn  darkness into night. On the o ther hand, 
however, the bright prospects of the day m ay be 
tu rned  into the darkness of night when God 
w ithdraw s His light because of the presence of 
sin and iniquity. Furtherm ore judgm ent may be 
m eted out as in  the days of N oah w aters were 
poured out upon the earth. T he One now 
speaking to them  and  entreating them  is J e 
hovah, the God who revealed himself unto Moses, 
the self-existent One. He it is who hath  power 
to bring destruction down even upon those who 
are strong and overth row  the m ighty fortress.

“Lord of all being! throned afar,
T hy  glory flames from  sun and star;
Center and soul of every sphere,
Yet to each loving heart how near!

“Our midnight is T hy  smile w ithd ra w n ;
Our noontide is T h y  gracious dawn;
Our rainbow arch T hy  mercy’s sign;
All, save the clouds of sin, arc Thine I”

— O l iv e r  H o l m e s .
From  the thought of the call extended to Israel, 

from  the thought of the pow’er and compassion 
of Jehovah, the prophet reverts again to  the 
transgressions of the people. They abhor the 
judge w ho in the exercise of his duties reproves 
wrong and injustice and they abhor anyone who 
seeks to  stand for the right. They trea t the 
poor with excessive cruelty, and over and  above 
the tax which was custom arily paid to the nobles 
they dem anded presents from  the poor peasants 
which, if withheld, would incite the nobles to 
anger and the confiscation of all their grain. 
W ith all this income they built for themselves 
houses of hewn stone and planted pleasant vine
yards. Nevertheless doom was aw aiting; they 
would not be allowed to drink of those vine
yards. The reason was th a t their transgressions 
had become m any and their sins h ad  been m ulti

plied, sins which consisted in the very iniquities 
m entioned, afflicting the righteous m an, taking 
bribes and perverting justice so th a t the needy 
could a tta in  his right. Because there is such 
evil in the land the m an who is p rudent from  the 
worldly standpoint, the m an who is worldly wise 
will be silent, he will not arise in reproof, he 
will seek to conserve his own interest by not 
u ttering  his voice against tiie evils. H ere we may 
have a tacit con trast draw n between the men 
of the day who looked with complacence upon 
such evils and the p rophet Amos who under 
th e  hand of God was pouring out his message of 
condem nation.

W ith this invective against the sins of the day 
the prophet once more extends the call to re
pentance. They are to  seek good and not evil. 
Then shall they live, and m oreover in  deed and 
in tru th  Jehovah will lie w ith them . They 
have claimed continually th a t Jehovah  was with 
them , a vain claim, bu t if they would hate the 
evil and set their h ea rt’s affection upon the good, 
there is still hope th a t Jehovah  m ay be m erciful 
to them . Yea they m ust also seek to follow 
principles of justice. This w as the last call for 
Israel given by the p rophet Amos. W hen the 
note of hope appears again it is projected into 
the fu ture. H enceforth the sentence of doom is 
unm itigated.

Feeling w ith his heart th a t the people had 
passed beyond the reach of mercy, the prophet 
continues as if the call to  repentance were re
jected and depicts the conditions th a t shall p re
vail when judgm ent shall be m eted out to  Israel. 
Because of their sinfulness and im penitence they 
will cry out in despair and lam entation  in all 
places where the people are wont to  gather to 
gether. He who is w orking in the fields will be 
called to join in bewailing the general calam ity, 
and those who are professional m ourners will 
be bidden to come also; even out in the vineyards 
there shall be outbursts  of grief.

Following this call of the populace to  m ourn, 
th e  prophet, couching the sentence of doom  in a 
woe, directs the prediction against a popular con
ception. “All popular hopes,” said Sm ith, “expect 
their victory to come in a single sharp  crisis—a 
day. And again, the day of any one means either 
the day he has appointed, or the day  of his dis
play and  trium ph. So Jehovah’s day m eant to  
the people the day of His judgm ent, or of His 
trium ph: His trium ph in w ar over their enemies, 
His judgm ent upon the heathen. B ut Amos,
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whose keynote has been that- judgm ent begins 
a t home, cries woe upon such hopes, and  tells 
his people th a t for them  the day of Jehovah 
is not victory, b u t ra ther insidious, im portunate , 
inevitable death .” T heir distress in th a t day 
shall be like unto a m an who in fear flees from 
a lion only to meet in his pathw ay  a bear, then 
escaping again returns to  his hom e cgily to  be 
b itten  by a serpent. In  th a t day they shall be 
beset by dangers on every hand. They have ex
pected th a t the day would be one of light and 
glory for them , b u t it would be the darkness 
of m idnight w ithout one ray of light to  break its 
m urky gloom. Such would be the day of J e 
hovah.

H aving dealt with th is popular expectation of 
the day of Jehovah  which w ould bring to Israel 
glory and  trium ph and proclaim ing th a t such 
hopes were fallacious and such a day would bring 
only dismay and  anguish, Amos next denounces 
the ritualistic services of the time. Here again 
we see a line of thought found in Isaiah. The 
popular w orship was an abom ination to J e 
hovah. T heir feasts which they took such de
light in were objects of hatred  to  Jehovah 
and he would not recognize in any way their 
solemn gatherings. Even though they did bring 
the regular sacrifices com m anded in the law, 
the b u rn t offerings, the meal offerings and the 
peace offerings, yet He would no t receive them. 
T hey did not represent true w orship. M ore
over the music which accom panied the offerings 
was an offense unto Jehovah . In  the sound of 
the voice and in the music of viols there was 
no melody of heart fellowship w ith Jehovah , it 
bespoke the revelry of the idolatrous feasts. The 
g reat fundam ental reason why all such worship 
was rejected lay in the fact th a t in the lives of 
the people equity  and justice were lacking and 
before their offerings could be acceptable to  the 
Lord  they m ust right the wrongs and establish 
righteousness in the land.

C ontinuing the invective against sacrifices the 
p rophet asks the question, “ Did ye bring unto  me 
sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness forty  
y ea rs?” The reference would appear to be to 
the tim e th a t they wandered about in the desert 
land under a penal sentence, and since the sacri
fices and all th e  ritu al of the tabernacle worship 
were in tended for those in communion and fel
lowship with Jehovah , there would necessarily 
be a cessation of its services. This question 
would likewise infer that. W hen the sentence

of w rath  and condem nation was upon them  they 
had no tru e  right to the m inistrations of the 
tabernacle. W hat did they do in those days? 
They rendered worship unto gods th a t they had 
made. They carried those gods with them  and 
paid them  honor? Separated from  Jehovah they 
w orshiped idols. The tacit inference is th a t 
thus was it w ith Israel in the days of Amos. 
They had broken fellowship w ith Jeh ov ah ; they 
had no inherent right in the offerings and sacri
fices. They could only worship the gods which 
were w rought from  their own fashioning. This 
being the case, the doom was inevitable, they 
w ould be led captive into a far d istan t country . 
Jehovah of hosts had spoken this and the sen
tence would not be reversed.
“It often jails, in course of common lij\e,

That right sometimes is overborne of wrong, 
'f  lu; avarice of power, or guilt, or strife,

That we.akens her and makes her party strong. 
B ut justice, though her doom she do prolong, 

Yet at last will make her own cause right.”
— S p e n s e r .

In  reviewing in our minds the chapter, one 
of the outstanding tru th s  contained is th a t w or
ship is futile unless it has as its concom itant 
principles of justice and equity, th a t is, religion 
w ithout ethics is vain. This should lie stressed in 
giving a ta lk  on the chapter as a whole.

In  seeking for sermonic m aterial, a very w ork
able text is found in the fourth  verse, “Seek ye 
me, and ye shall live.” This m ay be divided in 
different ways. The interrogative m ethod may 
be used, as W hy? H ow ? W hen? or we m ay use 
declarative divisions: The true way to seek the 
L o rd ; Seeking the Lord  means the forsaking 
forbidden desires; The promise given to  those 
who seek the Lord. A nother lext th a t m ight 
be used on occasions is th a t in verse thirteen, 
“Therefore he th a t is p rudent shall keep silence 
in such a tim e.” A theme could be: A tim e for 
silence, then subdivisions m ight be developed as 
the exigency may dem and such as: Prudence 
bids us be silent when there is the stress and 
strain of m isunderstandings, When we do not 
know  w hat is best to say, W hen words will be 
misconstrued. In  the use of th is text, however, 
we should note the difference in our application 
and the use in the context. As a worldly m an is 
silent at times to  serve his good, so a Christian 
needs to be silent a t times to serve the kingdom. 
In  verse eighteen we m ight choose the last p a rt
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as a text, “I t  is darkness and not light.” Then a 
them e m ight be couched in an interrogative form . 
To whom  is the day of the Lord  darkness and not 
light? To the false professor, to  the transgressor, 
to the one who has rejected m any calls of love.

De p t hs
‘‘The ocean is deep and the sky is deep, b u t 

profounder th an  all o ther depths is th a t deep 
of the soul, where God gives counsel and com 
panionship to my need.”

HINTS TO FISHERMEN
B y  C. E . C o r n e l l

Little Windows to Peep Through
M aster your circumstances, do not let your 

circumstances m aster you.
Grit, Grace and G um ption are three adm irable 

qualities. C ultivate them .
To m ake your m ind behave itself is a no te

w orthy achievement.
There is a vast difference between “not able 

to sin” and “able not to sin.”
C ultivate purity , it ennobles and enriches the 

life.
Christ is th e  supreme “uplifter” of the entire 

world.
You will not be able to  lug a lot of self- 

im portance through the pearly gates.
Sin in  the heart is like fever in the blood, it 

indicates an unhealthy  condition.
T he shouts of a good m an reverberate in 

three worlds, earth, hell and  heaven.
M easure yourself by this apostolic statem ent: 

“Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we 
suffer i t :  being defam ed, we en trea t.”

The pursuing of an unnecessary hab it is a 
sure detrim ent to  m oral character.

Self-sacrifice alw ays brings a blessing to  those 
who practice it.

Hastiness of decisions quite often provokes re
gret and calam ity.

M oral character receives a stab by any im m oral 
practice.

Christian courtesy is n o t an “overw orked” 
habit. I t ’s a splendid quality  however.

Do not be niggardly w ith your com plim ents.
A compliment w orth ily  bestowed, is like a ray 
of sunshine—healthy.

Do not charge the Almighty w ith your mistakes 
and inconsistencies. He bears enough already.

Cheerfulness laughs m any a cloud away.
In  the early days m any dream s came from  

God. Now they nearly all come from  an over
( 8)

loaded stom ach of corned beef and cabbage and 
apple pie.

D oubts m ake a com fortable bedfellow for u n 
belief to lie with.

M ark  this: “There is a way which seemeth 
right unto  a m an, but th e  end thereof are the 
ways of d ea th ” (P rov . 15:12) B eware!

A Business Man’s Means of Escape into a 
Christian Life

The late Sir W illiam  H artly , em inent in the 
British business w orld  as a m anufactu rer of con
serves, and in ano ther field as a princely giver to 
th e  philanthropies and schools of P rim itive M eth 
odism, once m ade this confession of his p rin 
ciples of stew ardship:

I t  has long been my conviction th a t a busi
ness m an needs some definite m eans of escape 
into the larger life of th e  higher w orld  and  th a t 
nothing com pares in  th a t regard w ith the decision 
to devote to hum anitarian  w ork a definite and 
growing share of the to ta l income.

I sit on my m oney; I  don’t let it sit on me. 
To distribu te my money is a harder and  more 
anxious task  than  m aking it.

The greatest event in my life occurred on 
Jan u a ry  1, 1S77. On th a t day m y w ife and I 
made a w ritten  vow  th a t we would devote a 
definite and well considered share of our income 
to religious and  hum anitarian  w ork, and  th a t 
this should be a first charge, and th a t we would 
not give to  the L ord  som ething when we had 
finished with everything else.

Since th a t date we have often increased the 
proportion , so th a t the original percentage is now 
left fa r behind. The d istribution  of the L ord ’s 
portion  has been the greatest joy  of my life.

If a m an has to  fight w ith the devil over every 
shilling or pound  he gives aw ay, he will often
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be w orsted ; he will im agine he is giving far more 
th an  he really is. W ith  my system the struggle 
comes only once and you know exactly where 
you are.

The real, deep, lasting and genuine happiness 
of my own Christian life began when I  'was led 
to see how dishonoring to God it was to  give 
money for H is cause in a spasmodic m anner and 
how much m ore satisfactory  it m ust be to  give 
H im  just in th e  proportion  H e gave to me.— 
Christian Advocate, N . Y.

Suggestive Subjects and Texts
The curse of evil speaking (Jam es 4 :11).
A steadfast hope (I P eter 1:13).
The sin of rebellion (Isa. 65:2).
S tanding fast in the faith  (1 C or. 16:13).
T he curse and  danger of riches (1 Tim . 6 :17). 
Abounding in love (1 Thess. 3 :12).
W hat is eternal life (1 Tim . 6 :12).
The inestimable rew ard (Isa. 65:4).
A balm  bestow er (Lam . 3 :32).
A generous giver (Rom . 8 :32).
Overcoming the grave (Psa. 40:15). 
T rustfulness w ithout w orry  (M a tt. 6 :34).

Ten Reasons for a Family Altar
These reasons are taken from a leaflet put out 

by the Fam ily A ltar League. They are as fol
lows:

“Because it will send you forth  to  the daily 
task w ith cheerful heart, stronger for the work, 
tru e r  to  duty  and  determ ined in w hatever is 
done therein to  glorify God.

“Because it w ill give you streng th  to  meet 
the discouragem ents, the disappointm ents, the 
unexpected adversities and sometimes th e  blighted 
hopes th a t m ay fall to  your lot.

“ Because it will m ake you conscious th rough
out the day of th e  attend ing  presence of an  u n 
seen, Divine One, who will bring you th rough 
m ore th an  conqueror over every unholy thought 
or th ing th a t rises up  against you.

“Because it will sweeten home life and enrich 
hom e relationship as nothing  else can do.

“Because it  will resolve all the m isunderstand
ing and relieve all the friction th a t sometimes 
in trudes in to  th e  sacred precincts of fam ily life.

“Because it will hold  as nothing else th e  boys 
and  girls when they have gone out from  under
neath  the p aren ta l roof and so determ ine very 
largely the eternal salvation of your children.

“ Because it  will exert a helpful, hallowed in 
fluence over those who m ay a t any tim e be 
guests w ithin  th e  home.

“Because it will enforce as nothing else can 
do the w ork  of your pasto r in pulpit and in 
pew and stim ulate th e  life of your church in  its 
every activity.

“Because it will furnish an example and a 
stim ulus to  o ther homes for the same kind of 
life and service and  devotion to God.

“Because th e  W ord of God requires it and  in 
thus obeying God we honor H im  W ho is the 
giver of all good and the source of all blessing.”

A Young Woman with a Devil
(F or a Sunday evening evangelistic Sermon)
Text, M a tt. 15: 22-28.
This wom an tru ly  represents a sinner deeply 

conscious of the misery of his soul.
“H ave mercy on me.” H ow  proper this prayer 

for a penitent. M any excellencies in it. (1) 
Short. (2) Hum ble. (3) Full of faith . (4) 
Fervent. (5) M odest. (6) Respectful. (7) R a
tional. (8) Relying only on the m ercy of God. 
(0) Persevering.

One of the finest lessons in the Bible fo r a 
penitent or a discouraged believer. Be not dis
couraged, there may be a little delay, when one 
is properly prepared to  receive the blessing, it 
mill surely come.

Im itate this faith.

Some Lessons from Jacob
1. Voice w ithout feeling.
2. Religion fo r sinners.
3. W restled to down him.
4. Lame take th e  prey.
5. One Jew  w'ho had  enough.
6. Peace in 28th chapter, pow er in  32nd.

F irst and second blessings properly so-called.
7. Change of name.
8. Sanctification has a m ark—limp.
9. Prevailed over angel by his yielding, so by 

hum an strength shall no m an prevail.

M em ory
“T hanks for its benediction. T oday  in the 

crash and confusion of the city I  shall th ink 
of a pine tree, standing in  th e  silence of th e  
L aurentian  m ountains, and peace will come to  
my tired  nerves in gracious benediction.”
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HOMILETIC AL
IN TH E SPIRIT ON TH E LORD’S D AY

B y  A . H. E g g l e s t o n  
T e x t :  I  was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day 

(R ev. 1: 10).
I .  W h e r e  M a n y  P e o p l e  A r e  o n  t h e  L o r d ’s 

D ay
Some are joy riding, pleasure seeking, w ork 
ing, etc. Scarcely if ever a t church.
Some come to church bu t are not “ in the Spirit 
on the L ord ’s day,” for their m inds w ander 
to  home duties, to  w ork, to  plans for the 
coming week, or visiting, or pleasure seeking. 
W here were you  on the L ord ’s day?

I I .  W h e r e  J o h n  W as o n  t h e  L o rd ’s  D a y  
S o fa r as Satan was concerned John  was in 
exile, “ for the w ord of God, and for the testi
mony of Jesus C hrist’’ (Rev. 1: 0).
H e m ight have been deploring his present 
condition— he was banished, in tribulation .
He m ight have been complaining, or become 
“ soured” over his lot.
H e m ight have asked, “W h at’s the use, any
w ay? Things are against m e.”
But instead, He “was in the Spirit on the 
L ord's day .” Present circumstances did not 
imprison his spirit.
W here were you on the L ord's day? W ere 
you hindered by circumstances, or were you 
“ in the Spirit on the L ord ’s d ay .”

I I I .  W h y  J o h n  W a s  i n  P a t m o s  a n d  “ i n  t h e  
S p i r i t  o n  t h e  L o r d 's  D a y ”
S o far as Satan  was concerned John  was ban
ished “ for the w ord of God,” etc. H e was be
ing persecuted.
In  G od’s plan John  was on Patm os for “ the 
R evelation of Jesus C hrist” (Rev. 1 :1 ) .
Joh n  needed this revelation 
1. F or himself.

'2.  For the Church.
3. For all generations— for you and me.
W here were you on the L o rd ’s day?
You need the revelation of Jesus Christ 
brought th rough worship “in the S pirit.”
1. For yourself.
2. For your neighbor.

IV. T h e  R e s u l t s  o p  B e in g  “ i n  t h e  S p i r i t  o n  
t h e  L o r d ’s  D a y ”
1. Joh n  heard from  heaven (R ev. 1: 10).
2. Joh n  saw into heaven (Rev. 1: 12).
3. Jesus Christ revealed Himself to  John  

(Rev. 1: 13-15).
( 10)

4. John  to ld  others of this revelation (Rev. 
1: 18, also 1 :4 ) .
H e was blessed and he blessed others. 

C o n c l u s io n —W hy we should be “in the Spirit 
on the L ord’s day .”
1. We need to  hear from heaven.
2. We need to  glimpse the heavenlies.
3 . We need fresh revelations of Jesus Christ.
4. We need a testim ony th a t will bless and 

in tu rn  bless others.
W h e r e  W e r e  Y ou o n  t h e  L o r d ’s  D a y ?

Sermon Suggestions 
T h e m e — T h e  G a r m e n t s  o f  t h e  S o u l  
T e x t— Put on thy beautiful garments, 0  Jerusa

lem, the holy city (Isaiah  52: 1).
I .  T h e  G a r m e n t  o f  P r a is e

“The garm ent of praise for the spirit of heavi
ness” (Isa. 61 : 3 ) .

II. T h e  G a r m e n t  o f  H u m i l i t y
“Be clothed w ith hum ility” (1 P eter 5 :5 ) .

H I .  T h e  G a r m e n t  o f  C h a r it y
“Above all . . . p u t on charity” (Col. 3 :  14).

TH E GREAT “TH R EE SIX T E E N S” OF 
TH E N E W  T E S T A M E N T

Learn the entire verses. T hey are im portant, 
and easy to remember.-- -Arranged by Rev.
E. W . Thwing.

1. G o d ’s S p i r i t  ( M a t t .  3 : 1 6 ) .
The Spirit of God descending like a dove.

2. G o d 's  G i f t  ( J o h n  3 : 1 6 ) .
H e gave His only begotten Son.

3. G od’s  N a m e  (Acts 3 : 1 6 ) .
T hrough faith  in  H is nam e.

4 . G od’s  T e m p l e  (1  C o r .  3 : 1 6 ) .
Ye are the tem ple of God.

5. G o d ’s R i c h e s  (E ph. 3 :16).
According to the riches of His glory.

6. G o d ’s W o rd  (Col. 3 : 1 6 ) .
Let the W ord of Christ dwell in you richly

7. G o d ’s  P e a c e  (2  T h e s s .  3 : 1 6 ) .
The Lord of peace Himself give you peace 
alw av .

8 . G o d ’s M y s t e r y  (1  Tim . 3 : 1 6 ) .
G reat is the m ystery of godliness.

9. G o d ’s  I n s p ir a t io n  (2  T im .  3 : 1 6 ) .
All scripture is given by inspiration of God^ 

10. G o d ’s L ov e  (1  Jo h n  3 : 1 6 ) .
The love of God, He laid down H is life for 

us .— The Christian Fundamentals  Magazine.
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BUDGET B ALLA ST
B y  W i l l ia m  G. H e s l o p  

S t u d y  O x e
I. “Thou shall cull his name Jesus: for he shall

save his people from  their sins” (M a tt, 1 :2 1 ) .
1. T he nam e Jesus m eans Savior.
Jesus is Salvation. He is the Salvation of God.
He is the Savior of the World.
No o ther religious teacher ever dared to  p ro 

claim himself the Savior of the world. There 
has been, there is, and there can only be one 
Jesus, one Savior, one Jesus Christ. He is unique 
in every way. There is only one Savior and 
there is no salvation in any o ther (Acts 4: 12),

A part from  Jesus Christ there is no Savior 
and no salvation ‘T ie shall save . . . from  their 
sins."

2. The minim um of salvation is salvation from  
sinning.
“He stooped to bless, and stooping raised us; 
And the tenderness which looked in p ity  
On a world of sin long years ago,
Still w aits in love to  call the nations in,
T ill all shall know
How  m an m ay rise to  H im  in holiness 
Because He stooped so low .”

II . “They shall call his name Em manue l  which
is, God with  us” (M a tt. 1: 23).
Jesus equals Savior, and  Em m anuel equals God 

w ith us. The coming of the w orld 's Savior was 
the them e of the prophets. This w orld ’s Savior 
was t o  be God himself. G od  w ith us. God w i t h  
us. God w ith us.

No o ther religion promises loving fellowship 
w ith  God. The gods of the heathen are afar 
off and cannot help their crying millions of 
devotees. The heathen know nothing of salva
tion from  sin or of fellowship w ith  God.

Salvation from  sin and sinning and  fellowship 
w ith God are peculiar to the religion of Jesus 
Christ. These tw o tru ths  alone are of sufficient 
weight to m ake every Christian a

G oing
row ing M ISS! ON A R V
lowing

“ ‘Are you afraid  to  d ie?’ said a visitor to  a 
m an as he lay on his death-bed. ‘No,’ said the 
dying man, ‘I 'm  not afraid  to  die, bu t I ’m 
asham ed to die. God has done so much for me 
and I have done nothing for H im .’ ”
. Someone has wisely said, "To be appointed to 
render a special service to  m an is to  receive a 
special favor from  God.”
H I. “M a n  shall not live by bread alone,” (M att.

4: 4.).

M a n  •
M an is more than  bone and muscle and nails 

and hair. M an has a body, bu t he is a soul. The 
soul cannot feed on rice or m eat. The Chinese, 
Japanese and Koreans cannot live on rice and 
dried fish and sea-weed any m ore th an  the 
American or English ran  live on m eat,^potatoes 
and  ice cream.

M an needs God. M an needs God’s W ord. 
M an cannot live w ithout the W ord of God. 
Notice, it says every  W ord of God. This in 
cludes holiness, sanctification, the second grace, 
healing, etc. We believe it to be the whole  
business of the whole Church to  give the whole 
gospel to the whole world.

The only gospel th a t can satisfy the hearts 
of the heathen is T h e  F u l l  G o s p e l .

“Tell your people how fast we are dying, and 
ask if they cannot send us the gospel a little 
taster,” were the gasping words of a dying In 
dian wom an to a missionary. “ 0  ye th a t live, 
behold we die,” is the heart-rending cry of 
heathendom .

“What if your own were darkened,
Without one cheering ray,

A n d  you alone could show where shone 
The pure, sweet light of day?

Would you leave, them there in dark de
spair

And  sing on your sunlit w ay? ”
IV. “Thou shall worship the Lord thy God and  
him only shall thou serve,” (M att. 4: 10).

God is a jealous God. For His own glory and 
our good He has definitely forbidden all idolatry. 
All worship but the w orship of the true and 
living God is idolatry. All service to  other gods 
is slavery.

T rue life, real worship, and w orthy service is 
impossible ap a rt from  Jesus Christ.

Lei us ponder over these things in the light 
of eternity.
1. There is no salvation ap art from Jesus Christ.
2. There is no fellowship w ith God ap art from  

Jesus Christ.
3. No man  truly  lives ap art from  Jesus Christ.
4. All men everywhere are in abject slavery and 

idolatry  who do not know the true God 
and His son Jesus Christ.
“0  let T hy  life my heart constrain,

T hy love for every sinner free,
T ha t every fallen soul of m an

M ay taste the grace th a t found out me, 
T h a t all mankind  w ith me m ay prove 
T hy sovereign, everlasting love.”
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ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL
Compiled by J. G l e n n  G o l t l d  

Native Soil

W hen D r. E . F . W alker m ade his home in the 
state of Indiana, he had  a couple of palms 
which were growing in  large flower pots. During 
the w arm  sum m er w eather the palms would be 
placed out on the la w n ; bu t when the cold 
w inter days approached they w'ere b rought into 
the shelter of the w arm  indoors. They grew to 
be a few feet high, and then seemed incapable 
of fu rther grow th. F inally the tim e came when 
D r. W alker decided to move to California, and 
when th e  trip  was made the palms were shipped 
along with the goods. Once in California, they 
w'ere set out-of-doors perm anently, for Cali
fornia is one of the m any n atu ra l homes of 
palm  trees. U nder these proper conditions they 
began to grow un til they became ta ll trees, 
things of beauty. So are the Christian graces 
of the justified life dw arfed and stunted  by the 
inhospitable soil of the unsanctified heart. Give 
them  a purified heart in which to live, and they 
will bear an abundant fruitage and become things 
of genuine beauty.
The Price of Rejection

D r. C. G. Chappell relates the following inci
dent of a meeting held by an evangelist some 
years ago in a city in K entucky: A girl was 
converted in this meeting. She was in the early 
bloom  of young w om anhood. She belonged to 
a w ealthy and prom inent fam ily. H er m other 
was not a Christian. The girl w anted  to join 
the church and the m other objected. The 
preacher went to  see the m other and  prayed 
w ith her and pleaded with her. She said she 
w anted her daughter to have her coming out 
dance soon and  therefore she should not join the 
church. A nd the preacher left th a t home with a 
heavy heart.

Three years la ter the evangelist was holding a 
meeting in a neighboring tow n. A long distance 
call came asking him  if he would no t come and 
conduct the funeral of Nellie, the girl who had 
not been allowed to join the church. He went. 
The undertaker said it was the request of the 
m other th a t the preacher ride with her and  her 
o ther daughter to the cemetery. The journey 
was made in silence. T he rem ains w'ere being 
lowered when th e  m other ordered the under
taker to open the coffin again. All the crowd 
was requested to  stand  back. They m oved some

fifty feet aw ay. Then leaning on the preacher's 
arm  the m other showed him  her daughter. And 
lying upon her breast was a little arm ful of 
shame.

T ha t was all. T he grave was filled and on the 
way back hom e the pen itent and heart-broken  
m other found Christ. She said to her daugh
ter, “M ary, I have found  Jesus. I  have found 
the salvation th a t I rejected th ree years ago.” 
And M ary  answered, “N o, M other, you have 
found salvation, it is true. But it is not the 
salvation th a t was offered you three years ago. 
Y our salvation then would have included the 
salvation of Nellie. N ow  it means only the sal
vation  of yourself.”
The Transparent Soul

It is a m atte r of great in terest to visit p late 
glass works, and inspect the casting tables on 
which the heavy plate glass used in store windows 
is cast. Each table is about tw enty  feet long, 
fifteen feet wide, and  from  seven to eight inches 
thick. The rough plate is com m only nine-six- 
teent'hs of an inch thick, but afte r polishing it is 
reduced to six, or seven-sixteenths. All casting 
tables are m ounted on wheels, which run  on a track  
macle to reach every furnace and annealing oven 
in the factory. The table having been wheeled 
as near as possible to the m elting furnace, a 
pot of molten glass is lifted by m eans of a crane, 
and its contents poured quickly out on the table. 
A  heavy iron roller then passes from  end to  end, 
spreading the glass to  a uniform  thickness. This 
rolling operation has to be done by expert hands 
quickly, as the boiling glass, when it comes in 
contact w ith  the cold m etal of the table, cools 
very rapidly. The glass is then passed in to  the 
oven. W hen it is ready to  be taken out of the 
oven, its surface is very rough. In  this condi
tion  it is used fo r skylights and  o ther purposes 
where strength  is desired ra th e r th an  tran sp ar
ency. B ut when intended for w indows it has to 
go through an experience of grinding, after w'hich 
i t  is smoothed and polished. T ransparen t souls 
are made in the same way. M en m ust be melted 
down in the heat of the furnace of tr ia l; m ust 
have a heavy roller run  over them , leveling their 
pride and am bition ; m ust be annealed in the 
oven of perfect subm ission; m ust be ground 
and polished by daily exercise in Christian duties, 
th a t a t last the soul m ay be so tran sp aren t th a t 
whoever looks upon it shall see the face of 

Jesus Christ.—L o u is  A l b e r t  B a n k s .
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Responsibility
D uring the rebellion Congressman Dixon, of 

R hode Island, was sent to represent a meeting 
of the governors of the N orthern  states, to  con
fer with A braham  Lincoln and  urge upon him 
a more vigorous policy in the conduct of the 
war. M r. Lincoln listened to all th a t M r. Dixon 
had  to say, and then replied, “Dixon, you are a 
good fellow, and I have always had a high opin
ion of you. I t  is needless for me to add th a t 
w hat comes from  those w ho sent you here is 
au tho rita tive . Still, in justice to  myself, you 
m ust rem em ber th a t A braham  Lincoln is the 
President of the U nited States. A nything th a t 
the President of the U nited S tates does, right or 
wrong, w'ill be the act of A braham  Lincoln, and 
A braham  Lincoln will by the people be held re
sponsible for the P residen t’s action. B ut I have 
a proposition to  make to  you. Go home and 
th ink  the m atter over. Come to  me tom orrow  
m orning a t nine o’clock and I will prom ise to 
do anything th a t you, by then, have determ ined 
upon as the right and proper thing to do. Good
night.”

M r. Dixon left the W hite House feeling very 
large and im portan t. He set himself to w ork 
to decide the policy of the President of the 
U nited States. M any  suggestions occurred to 
him, but, one after another, each was dismissed 
as fo r some reason out of the question. He 
worked a t it all night, b u t was ju st as unde
cided in the m orning as to the policy he was 
to  impose upon the President. He did not go 
to  the W hite House th a t morning. Indeed, three 
weeks w ent by before he saw the President. Then 
it was a t a reception a t Secretary Sew ard’s, and  
M r. Dixon tried to get by in the crow d w ithout 
a ttracting  attention . B ut th e  long arm  of the 
President shot out, caught Dixon and  drew  him  
to one side. “ By the way, D ixon,” said M r. L in 
coln, “ I believe I had an appointm ent w ith you 
one m orning about th ree weeks ago.” M r. 
Dixon did recall som ething of the sort. “W here 
have you been all these weeks?” asked the Presi
dent. “H ere in W ashington,” said M r. D ixon; 
“b u t to tell th e  tru th , Mir. President, I  have 
decided never to  keep that appointm ent.” “I 
thought you would not when I m ade it fo r you,” 
was M r. L incoln’s only comment. No m an can 
escape the responsibility of his own conduct. 
E very  individual soul is as responsible to  God 
for w hat he does as is the President of the 
U nited  States. A man m ust stand or fall on his

own choice and his own conduct. He cannot 
excuse himself by shifting the responsibility upon 
som ebody else.— L ouis A l b e r t  B a n k s .

Sick of Sin
Dr. J . R. Brown, speaking of Professor H enry 

D rum m ond's evangelistic effects, says, “There 
was an ethical inexorableness th a t w ithered all 
cheap notions of salvation.” A young medical 
student had come under D rum m ond’s spell. The 
student already had his arts  degree. B ut though 
th e  great student w orker made the message so 
plain, the seeker seemed incapable of the simple 
faith  essential to the walking with Christ. At 
last D rum m ond knew th a t there m ust be some
thing wrong in th a t young m an’s life. So one 
night the teacher took the young m an’s arm  and 
walked with him across the park  and got his 
story. He had cheated in his final examinations. 
He had fooled every p rocto r and professor in 
the exam ination hall. He had gotten his degree 
dishonorably. W hat could he do now ? They 
talked till m idnight. Then the student agreed to 
go to the senate the next day, tell w hat he had 
done, and  take any consequences th a t m ight fol
low. D rum m ond went with him. His old exam
ination papers were brought from  the lum ber 
room, and  he was asked to show on w hat parts 
he had cheated. Credits for these parts  were 
immediately deducted and  when the last dis
honesty was revealed, it was discovered th a t he 
had just credits enough to w arran t them  in leav
ing him his degree.

Dr. D rum m ond hated  sin above all things. 
A f te r  a meeting he was discovered w orn and 
haggard and distressed, leaning on a m antel look
ing into the fire, and when asked w hat the 
troub le was, replied, “ I am  sick of the sins 
o f  these men. H ow can God bear i t ? ”— D r . 
A q u i l i .a W e b b .

Making Life Count
A fourteen-year-old lad was working in an 

iron mine in N ova Scotia When an explosion of 
blasting pow der occurred. He was picked up 
torn  and bleeding, his eyesight gone, and his legs 
broken. One day his pastor read him a letter 
which he had received from a missionary telling 
how much a missionary vessel was needed to ply 
between Sydney, Australia, and the lonely mission 
fields in the South Sea Islands. “W hy don’t they 
build it ?” asked the poor sufferer. “There is 
no m oney,” was the answer. T he next time
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the pastor came to sec him, the lac! was eager to 
tell about a plan he had thought of to raise 
money for the ship. “There are 20,000 Sunday 
school children in N ova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
Cape B reton and Prince E dw ard  Island ,” he said, 
‘‘and if every scholar had a collection card enough 
money could be raised to build it.” The plan 
was referred to the B oard of Missions and 
approved, and a t the end of the year sums ra n g 

ing from five cents to one or two dollars had 
been sent in sufficient num ber to  pay for the 
Dayspring, the first of the m any “missionary 
ships" in the southern seas. You will be glad to 
know th a t a w onderful operation restored the 
sight of this boy, and when the boat was launched 
he was able to join in the singing and cheering of 
the thousands of children who watched it glide 
into the sea.—Selected.
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PRACTICAL
A CONCEPTION OF A  NAZARENE  

PASTOR’S RESPONSIBILITY
B y  L. A. R ee d  

P a r t  Tw o

A LL the plans of our church fail or suc
ceed just as they are dealt w ith by the 
pastor. The pastor is the pivot. He is the 
axis around which the church moves. Any legiti

mate program  which the general church wants 
accomplished can always be done, if the pastor 
w ants to do it. Of course this is if all things are 
equal. Some local emergency m ight hinder tem 
porarily, but he will m aster that situation in an 
effort to salve the problem  which his church pre
sents to him if he is interested enough in it. There 
is the keyword. T h a t is the secret—his interest.

His interest cannot be centered in one phase 
of his work to the detrim ent of two or three 
o ther phases of his m inistry. His first in terest 
m ust be evangelism. He m ust be a soul wdnner. 
He is responsible to  give the gospel to those in 
the circle of his influence. H e cannot save the 
world, but he can do his p art in the little world 
in which he works. This is the heart of our 
movem ent. Every Sunday, especially every Sab
bath  night, should be devoted to intense evangel
ism. We have determ ined to keep this spirit in 
our own local church, regardless of results. He 
should be zealous to  have one or two evangelistic 
efforts in his church each year. I t  should be his 
endeavor, if possible, to  obtain  preachers and 
evangelists for these special efforts who he be
lieves are better preachers than  h im self; who 
have a burning passion for souls. I t  is not the 
p ro tracted  meeting vve w ant, b u t a m ighty ou t

pouring of the Holy Ghost in revival power, set
ting our people on fire w ith evangelistic fervor, 
and this program  can never be realized unless the 
pasto r leads it. H ow ever he m ust not sacrifice 
his own m inistry by allowing evangelists, supplies 
and visiting pastors and officials to always be 
tilling his pulpit and lying down on the job h im 
self.

His zeal will also be manifested by the way 
in which he attacks the problem  of foreign mis
sion? and the financing of th is great w ork. 
M oney is the acid test w ith the pasto r as well 
as the laym an. No pasto r can succeed in the 
church who for any cause neglects missions. The 
D istrict Superin tendents believe this. W hen they 
have a m an recom m ended to them , one of the 
first questions they ask is, “Has he raised his 
budgets in other p laces?” They w ant a m an who 
will get money for the salvation of souls the 
world over, and one can generally judge the 
pasto r’s w orth  by w hat he does along this line. 
If  a pasto r has no intense zeal for foreign mis
sions, then he should cither go to the a lta r and 
get a new  experience which would give him  the 
m issionary vision, or hand in his credentials. 
O ur church is essentially a m issionary church. 
Every branch of it before the union in Chicago 
had its missionary activities in the various parts  
of the world and cherished them . We m ust 
m aintain  this same zeal. I knew of one pasto r in 
a certain district who was always whining about 
his missionary budget. He had  never paid it in 
full. F inally the D istrict Superin tendent told him 
th a t unless he raised il a t once he would pu t a 
pasto r in his place who would raise it. Needless
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to say th a t man reported  his missionary budget 
was raised in full. O ur people are interested in 
foreign missions, if  you kill th a t interest, you 
kill one of the m ainsprings of blessing and  re
ligious fervor. There is also an opportuntiy  
here fo r the pastor to obtain some support o u t
side of his church membership. H undreds of 
people everywhere are interested in missionary 
enterprises who would gladly help support ours 
were they approached on the subject. Personally, 
I am  proud of the missionary work of the Church 
of the N azarene, and not asham ed to present 
its claims to any person.

Bv experience we have found out th a t the 
pasto r and people who are system atic in their 
giving are the ones who do the best for missions. 
T he church that takes a “b ig” offering only when 
a M acedonian appeal comes from  headquarters 
is not doing the job. A stated  budget should be 
ad o pted  by the pasto r and  his board . This 
budget should be divided on a percentage basis, 
and  on M onday m orning the treasurer should 
divide his funds on this percentage basis. If it 
meets the budget dem ands, well and good, if not 
then it m ight be balanced up by an excess on 
the next Sabbath . These deficits should then 
be cleaned up m onthly . These percentages should 
be checkcd out weekly or m onthly. I t  is these 
checks coming into headquarters regularly that 
support our m issionary interests and not sporadic 
bursts of giving, which some of our brethren 
are prone to foster. A loyal pasto r will urge his 
people to practice storehouse tithing, and then 
will practice it himself as an example to his peo
ple and his treasurer and to the satisfaction of 
God. I t  is m arvelous w hat excuses preachers can 
give for taking funds from  their tithe to be used 
for their own convenience. Let us be honest 
w ith God, ju st like we expect our lay brethren  
to be.

SOME WORTHWHILE QUOTATIONS 
FROM THE LATE W . J. BRYAN

Compiled by  H . J . H a rt  
The conservative is necessary to  keep the rad 

ical from going too fast, and the radical is neces
sary  to  m ake the conservative go at all.

H ow  puny is the work of m an when brought 
inlo com parison w ith majestic nature . His 
groves are pigmies when m easured against the

virgin forests. H is most noble temples, how 
insignificant when contrasted w ith the masonry 
of the hills. W hat canvas can im itate the dawn 
and sunset? W hat inlaid w ork can m atch the 
mosaic of a Royal Gorge in the Yellowstone?

Nero lighted his garden w ith hum an torches, 
little thinking th a t the religion of those he burned 
would in time illumine the world.

There is a piece of m asonry in W indsor Castle, 
England, representing Queen V ictoria leaning 
on the arm  of her royal consort. He has one 
arm  about her, and with the o ther is pointing 
upw ard. The sculptor told an eloquent story 
in m arble; a story of strength coupled with 
tenderness, of love rew arded with trust, of so r
row brightened with hope. He told the story 
so plainly th a t it was scarcely necessary to  
chisel the words, “Allured to brighter worlds and 
led the w ay.” And I. if I be lifted up, will 
d raw  all men unto me.

T ake the seeds from  a waterm elon, dry them. 
Y ou will discover it takes five thousand to weigh 
a pound. One waterm elon weighs forty pounds. 
But one seed placed in (he ground w arm ed by 
the sun, moistened by the rain, takes off its coat 
and goes to work. I t gathers from  somewhere 
two hundred thousand tim es its own weight, 
forces its raw  m aterials through a tiny stem  and 
constructs a w aterm elon. I t  covers the outside 
w ith green, inside the green fabricates a layer of 
white and  inside the white- makes a core of red, 
and places at regular intervals abundance of black 
seeds, each seed capable of doing exactly the same 
perform ance this particular seed did, and so on 
through the succession of production. W here does 
th is seed get its building power, its colors and 
flavoring extract? How  does it build a w ater
melon?

W hen tw o persons, draw n together by the in 
describable ties of love, enter m arriage, each 
one contributing a full p art and both  ready to 
share life’s struggles and trials as well as its vic
tories and its joys, when these m utually helpful 
and forbearing s ta rt out to build an American 
home, it ought to be the fittest type of heaven.
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PART II. METHODS OF PROMOTING 
A  REVIVAL

B y  R e v . J a m e s  C a u g h e y  
Compiled, by  D b . H . O r t o n  W i l e y

I. Do Revivals Always Begin in the 
Same Manner?

R EVIVALS do not always begin and  p ro 
ceed in the same way. I witnessed a re
vival several years ago when they did not 
call penitents forw ard to be prayed for a t all. 

The tru th  was preached to the people in a very 
pointed m anner, and afte r each sermon the con
gregation was requested to  kneel and pray  to 
God as the necessities of their souls dem anded. 
The w ork of God broke forth  in power, and 
witnesses were raised up on every hand  th a t 
Jesus Christ had power upon earth  to  forgive 
sins. We were compelled however, to  take such 
a course on account of having so few brethren  
to  help in  vocal prayer.

A revival commenced in a certain place by the 
following means: Two or three pious young 
men agreed to  meet in  the chapel, a t a certain 
time, to p ray  for a revival. They had  never 
seen anything of the k ind; bu t alm ost the entire 
population were “lying in the arm s of the wicked 
one,” and they considered this a proper and scrip
tu ra l m ethod for their rescue. T heir minds also 
were greatly distressed on account of the low 
state of religion. The society had  dwindled 
down to a few; and it was so long since the 
place had  been visited by an outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit th a t the leaders knew little, if any
thing, about a revival, and of course felt indif
ferent as to  such a divine m anifestation. The 
young men continued to hold their meetings. 
T heir tim idity  forbade them  to  ask a light (for 
their time of p rayer was in the n ig h t), b u t they 
knew th a t darkness and light were both  alike to  
a prayer-ihearing God. In  th a t dark  chapel, night 
afte r night, did they pour out their souls in 
p rayer for the inhabitants of the place.

Tw o m onths had nearly passed aw ay, and sin
ners appeared quite as indifferent as ever; but 
they were not discouraged, and continued their 
meetings. A bout the close of the n in th  week, on 
the night of a public prayerm eeting, tw o young 
men, h itherto  careless and  wicked, were in great 
distress, and disturbed the few present w ith their 
sobs and groans for mercy. T his was a new 
thing, bu t n o t sufficient to impress the old p ro 

fessors. They were upon the eve of a glorious 
revival, and  knew it not. T he people were dis
missed, and  no fu rther a tten tion  paid to the inci
dent. The praying youths, however, had  prayed 
and wept too long to be indifferent; b u t there 
was no meeting for public prayer till the follow
ing T hursday night. Said the person who re
lated the circum stance to me, and who was one 
of the p arty  which composed the secret prayer- 
meeting, “O h ! it appeared to be a m onth  till the 
next m eeting.” The official men, in the m ean
time, foreboding some disturbance, becam e “n er
vous,” and  exceedingly afraid  of excitem ent. 
T hursday night arrived and  the place was 
crowded. No one could tell why th ere  was such 
an unusual s tir ; the secret was w ith  the young 
men. In fo rm ation  reached the preacher stationed 
on the circuit. H e came and recognized it a t 
once as the beginning of a g reat w ork of God, 
and entered into it w ith  zeal. H e adjourned 
the meeting into the chapel. The official members 
followed, curious to see the results, b u t in a 
short time God touched their hearts and  opened 
their eyes, and they were compelled to  exclaim, 
“Surely God is in this place, and  we knew it 
n o t.” I t  was not long before scorces of converted 
souls were added to the little society.

An account of a revival now lies before me, 
which occurred in another denom ination. The 
m inister of that church, whom God has greatly 
honored for his faithfulness, in giving an account 
of the revival, states th a t his church got in to  a 
very low, desponding condition, and m atters  be
came so gloomy th a t he w'as upon the point of 
asking a dismission. Unlike some, he could not 
sit dow n a t his ease, knowing th a t his labors 
were not blessed, careless w hether poor sinners 
were saved or dam ned. N o! he could no t bear 
the thought of staying any longer in a place 
where he was conscientiously convinced he w'as 
useless. T he time of extrem ity was G od’s oppor
tun ity . One Sabbath  night the Spirit of God 
arrested a young man. He desired to see the 
pastor, and opened his m ind on the subject of 
his distress. A m eeting for prayer had been 
appointed  for th a t w eek; and when the tim e for 
beginning the prayerm eeting arrived, to  his 
astonishm ent, the place was crowded. A large 
num ber of persons were there, deeply distressed 
on account of their sins.

From  th a t hou r the revival advanced in pow er; 
and according to th e  last account I heard, the

( 16)
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number conveited and added to  his church was 
}bove sixty souls, and  m any more were ex
pected to  unite themselves to  it.

H O W  TO ENRICH OUR PREACHING
B y  B y r o n  M a y b u r y  

E REA D  the o ther day of a pastor 
who was calling a t the home of one 
of his parishioners, and while waiting 

for the m other to  come, he chatted  w ith the 
brigh t little boy of five who came rushing in 
to  him. This boy was full of in terrogation 
points, which came from  him  freely. Among the 
m any questions he fired a t the pasto r was a most 
direct one, when he asked, “W hat do you do—• 
w hat do you w ork at ?’’ The pasto r said “I  try  
to preach some.” The boy kept his eye fixed 
sharply on him, and queried, “Well, can you do 
i t ? ” “ I assured h im ,” the pasto r said, “ that 
we were not often satisfied w ith even our best 
efforts.” An expression o f im patience crept 
slowly over his fine young face as he b lurted  out, 
“W hy d on ’t  you preachers get good and ready 
some tim e and really p reach ?” W hile the pastor 
ivas try ing  to fix up a passable answer, the 
good m other came in, and as he said, “The sub
ject was changed, to  my relief.” Then this pas
to r asked a group of m inisters, “W hat would you 
preachers have done w ith  th a t  aw ful question 
from  th a t bit of boy? W e w onder if the big 
folks don’t som etim es stum ble along th e  line 
of this little fellow’s query. Candidly, brethren , 
w hy don’t we all really preach b etter than 
we d o ? ”

This is the question which we have been 
pondering over, and  we have thought as a result 
of our m editations of a few ways in which we 
as preachers m ay im prove our preaching. As 
preachers of the W ord of God to  needy men 
below, realizing the responsibility resting upon us 
to  do our best, realizing th a t God has ordained 
th a t through the foolishness of preaching men 
should be saved, realizing the im portance of 
preaching effectively a t all times, and realizing 
th a t only as we are successful at our job will 
those who hear us be helped to God, and  to a 
knowledge of their need, I am sure th a t each 
one of us is interested in any suggestion th a t 
w ould help us to  im prove, not only our methods, 
b u t also uur m atte r and m anner of preaching.

Recently, we read a short sketch of H enry 
F o rd ’s struggles fo r success. We were struck

w ith his never-satisfied spirit regarding his ac
com plishm ents in the- production and im prove
m ents of his fam ous car. Regardless o f the 
achievements gained, or the progress made, he 
never was satisfied, but continued his experiments 
and investigations, ever seeking ways and means 
to  reduce the costs of production and to shorten 
the tim e of m anufacture of, as well as to  im 
prove in every way, the car th a t bore his name. 
The atta inm ents of yesterday to him were not 
the criterion for the tom orrow s. W hatever he 
m anaged to do better, only encouraged him  to 
believe he could do b etter still.

I thought th a t if a m an could do th a t in  the 
interest of worldly gain how much more we as 
preachers of the gospel should do in the interest 
of eternal things, and especially when we con
sider how  precious the souls are w ith whom  we 
have to deal. We have no small task. The 
physician carries a trem endous responsibility in 
volving life and death when he enters the sick
room , the law yer is weighed dow n with the 
burden  of hum an life, or property  in his hands as 
he enters the courtroom  to plead, and no less 
is our responsibility as we stand  before men to 
declare unto  them  th e  issues of life and death, 
not only for time, b u t for eternity. We carry a 
solemn burden, which involves m en’s property , 
as well as their life, their liberty, and their hap 
piness.

God has given unto us His Spirit to  help us in 
our work. W ithout His help we would but fail, 
for preaching is not lecturing, nor orating. Both 
can be done w ithout divine aid, bu t preaching to 
be effective, m ust be done in the Spirit. While 
this is tru th , yet on the hum an side it is very 
possible for im provem ents to  be made, th a t will 
enhance the effectiveness of the preacher in  the 
hands of God. I would like to notice a few 
things w hereby we m ay enrich our preaching. 
The farm er enriches his soil in order to increase 
the quality  and quan tity  of his crop. W e believe 
th a t the following suggestions, if properly fol
lowed, will help to  increase the quality  and 
fruitfulness of preaching.

A study  of the meaning of the words of a text 
in their original language, in connection w ith  the 
use of the King Jam es Version of the Scriptures 
will more than  repay the effort p u t forth. I t  
would be just the thing if every preacher h ad  a 
good w orking knowledge of the Hebrew  and 
Greek. B ut since the rank and file do not have 
this knowledge, th a t is no reason w hy they  could
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not make good use of helps th a t will enable 
them  by a little diligence to dig out the hidden 
meanings of the words nestled in the text they 
desire to study, and perhaps enlarge upon.

F or this purpose there are two works avail
able, and suitable, for the use of any preacher 
who can read English, even though he m ay not 
be able to  read the Hebrew  or Greek text. 
These arc S trong’s Exhaustive Concordance of 
the Bible, and Y oung’s Analytical Concordance. 
Some like one, some like the other. S trong's is 
less complex.

By taking the m ain words of a text, and trac 
ing them  back to their original words in the 
Concordance, rem arkable shades of m eanings will 
be discovered th a t do no t appear in the English 
translation . If  you will look up the w ord 
“ feeling” in the New Testam ent, you will notice 
th a t it is used only twice therein, in Ephesians 
4:1Q, and  in Hebrews 4:15. Each of these words 
is different in the Greek, although both  are tran s
lated “feeling” in our translation , which is cor
rect. B ut oh, w hat a world of meaning is be
hind them  both. I preached on both texts re
cently, and in looking up these words 1 certainly 
got some big nuggets underneath that I never 
would have gotten, by merely picking up the 
surface gold. Desiring to whet your appetite, 
1 am not going to indulge fu rther in explaining the 
above words, b u t look them  up, and enjoy the 
chase for yourself.

Let me say this much, if you w ant to enjoy 
yourself, get a copy of one of the above sug
gested books, and take a text, w rite down the 
main words, and then search out their meanings, 
and jo t them  down, and then w rite out your 
own literal version employing the same tenses, 
etc., as given in the Authorized Version.

Y our people will enjoy w hat you will have to 
bring them , in the way of w ord m eanings from 
the original text. Y our preaching as well as 
your reputation  for preaching with your people 
will be enhanced by this study. If  using your 
m arginal readings furnishes interest and new 
meaning, how much more a deeper study will 
increase this interest and  revelation.

Then, ano ther way of enriching your sermons is 
by a more frequent use of W ebster’s Unabridged 
D ictionary. T here are m any words in the text 
which if looked up in the English D ictionary 
for their L atin  root meanings, and o ther de
rivatives, as well as fo r their varied uses and 
m eanings given in the English, will become

veritable gold mines of tru th  and  springs of re- 
fre-hing thought. Such a study would enable t l ^  
preacher to bring a fuller and clearer though" 
to his hearers, as well as enable him to bring it 
w ith more au th o rity , for M r. W ebster is looked 
up to in this regard, and  to have him  on your 
side, is to reinforce you r argum ent. Besides, 
such a study will give the preacher a clearer 
understanding, and thus enable him to bring 
his thought out clearer to his hearers.

Then, again, scarcely any th ing  can take the 
place of a knowledge of Bible m anners and cus
toms, etc., to furnish the necessary backgrounds 
for sermons and  tru th . Few  preachers are p riv i
leged to visit the Holy L and  for a study first
handed of scriptural scenes and  customs, b u t 
there are helps th a t every preacher should avail 
himself of, th a t would enable him  to become so 
fam iliar w ith  the backgrounds of biblical events 
th a t when he gets up to speak on any text or 
subject requiring a w orking knowledge for proper 
developm ent or in terp retation  thereof, his con
gregation would know (if he had never been to  
the H oly L and) th a t he had  been diligently 
studying, and knew w hat he was talking about. 
Knowledge is power, and to know  the Bible and  
its orientalism s, etc., will give to  its m aster p o w fl 
th a t cannot in  any other way be secured.

A few of these antiquities about which know l
edge should be gained in order to  have the ability 
to  trea t on m any biblical texts and subjects in 
clude the climate, seasons, and geographical feat
ures of tin- Holy L an d ; its natu re  history, as 
to trees, p lants and grains, and its anim als, etc.; 
its dwellings and household fu rn itu re ; its occupa
tions, such as pastoral life, husbandry, handicrafts 
and professions; its dress, meals and en terta in 
ments, and social life; its dom estic hab its and 
customs, such as m arriage and b e tro thals; its 
slaves; its diseases, funeral custom s; its games; 
arts, governm ent, punishm ents, and m ilitary  af
fairs, religions and a hundred and one things, 
not only of interest to the Bible student, bu t of 
im portance to correct biblical in terp retation .

There are several helps th a t give light along 
th is line, such as any good Bible D ictionary, 
and some Com m entaries, “Biblical A ntiquities,” 
by Joh n  Nevin, D. 1)., published by the A m er
ican Sunday School Union. I do not know 
w hether any recent edition of this book has been 
published. “Topics For Teachers,” by Jam ®  
Gom per Gray, published by Revell Co., is a fine 
book, a veritable library  in itself. T here may
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ject and feel for his heareis. Being full of his 
subject and considering his hearers, he stands 
before them  with no thought in m ind but their 
welfare and their edification. Every w ord is 
weighed, and every thought is presented with 
the object of blessing and helping the souls he is 
addressing. W hen the preacher is moved in h im 
self by the message he will bring about a k in 
dred reaction in his hearers as a result. Feeling 
pulpits generate feeling pew;s. Cold pews are 
the result of cold-hearted, letter-preaching pulpits. 
I f  every preacher would be careful to enter the 
pulpit keyed up for the occasion, fired up wdth 
the burden of the message for th a t hour, how 
different would the results be therefrom . Think 
it over, brother.

We would like to add th a t nothing helps to 
give purpose to preaching like prayer and holy 
m editation. The praying preacher will be the 
purposeful preacher. Purpose will be born  in 
prayer, and will grow in m editation. And when 
purpose backs every w ord and action it freights 
them  with power. The devil doesn’t care w hat a 
fellow preaches, as long as he is purposeless in 
his preaching. He knows th a t the preacher w'ho 
is burdened w ith a certain purpose to carry out 
in his preaching is going to be more effective and 
do more damage to his kingdom than  the one 
who is more or less aimless in his preaching.

Last, bu t not least, the capstone of all methods 
of enriching our sermons, as suggested herein, is 
living a blameless and  exemplary life among those 
to  whom we preach from time to  time. M y fa 
th er often said, “The life of a m inister m ust be 
above reproach.” He is like a tow n clock—if 
wrong, m any others will be wrong. I t was said 
of one man who had great ability  but question
able morals, “I t  is a shame when he is in the pul
pit, th a t he ever comes o u t; and it  is a shame 
th a t when he is out of the pulpit he ever gets 
in it again.” The best of preaching will be 
nullified by unwise or inconsistent acts or words 
on the p a rt of the preacher.

T he preacher needs to feel his own message; 
he has no pastor to admonish, advise and encour
age h im ; he m ust preach to himself, while preach
ing to others. If  the gun is heavily loaded there 
will be some “kick” felt by the one using the 
gun. T h a t the L ord  does speak to His mes
sengers through their preaching to this most of 
us can testify. Uncle Buddie said once when I 
heard him, th a t when he preached he always 
preached w ith his fingers tow ard  the people,

bu t w ith his thum b pointing tow ard  himself. 
This is alw ays a good w ay to preach, as it n ev «  
sets well for a preacher to  get on a high hors? 
and look down upon the people in a condescend
ing m anner, as though to say, “You need this, 
I don’t.” I t  m ay be all very true, but nothing 
is ever gained thereby. Jesus let the hum blest 
sinner feel his compassion and  kindness and con
sideration.

Desiring earnestly to  serve God better, and to 
be more effectual in our work as m inisters of the 
W ord, let us seek in every way to m ake our 
calling a more perfect one, so far as our feeling 
is concerned. The sharper the axe, the faster 
the chips will fly, and the sooner the tree will 
fall. As men seek to  excel in earth ly  things, let 
us seek to excel in heavenly things. There is 
nothing W’rong in men desiring to be b etter men 
and better workers, so long as their m otive is for 
the glory of God and the salvation of souls and 
the advancem ent of the w ork of God. T here
fore as there is plenty of room a t the top, let 
us one and  all seek to do b etter work as preach
ers, and  we will become b etter preachers.
B R A D FO R D , P A .

FINANCES
B y  W. G. SCIIURM AN

A BOUT the tim e the preachers of the Chi
cago C entral D istrict get th is co n trib u 
tion, they will be very much interested in 
financial m atters for it is the close of the year. 

I t  is a tim e when m any pastors will be at their 
w its’ end to know  how to come up to the Dis
tr ic t Assembly and report everything paid  in 
full. We used to hear it preached, years ago, 
in the holiness m ovem ent, th a t when folks got 
the Holy Ghost, the financial condition of the 
church would take care of itself, and we would 
not have to  resort to  suppers, fairs, festivals, 
bazars, pageants, m instrel shows and  such like. 
Even now  we can hear ringing in our ears the 
“Am ens” of th e  people as the evangelist w ould 
m ake such a sweeping statem ent, b u t if w hat 
the evangelist said was true, then there m ust be a 
lo t of people who have never received the bap
tism w ith the Spirit, for we still have our finan
cial problem s. This leads me to say th a t we 
never h ad  any  difficulty, in all the years of our 
m inistry, with the people of the church u n t^  
we bore down on the money question.

The year we raised the m ortgage on the church
( 20)
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of $13,000 we had 16 votes for a change in 
pastor and sincerely, w itho u t any bluff, I  th ink 
I can count the 16 people. W hen the tellers 
read the report of the vote, someone stood up 
and voted  to m ake it unanim ous, b u t we refused 
to  put the question. We said “No, these peo
ple have a right to  ask for a change of pastor 
if they desire,” and to my mind, i t  gives a 
w rong impression to  the public to  say th a t a 
man is unanim ously elected when he is not.

R e c a l l  o f  P a s t o r  
The question of the voting on the pastor each 

year has been the occasion for a considerable 
am ount of thought on the p art of th e  w riter. I 
do no t know how m any will agree w ith me now 
as to  w hat I am  about to  say, bu t, personally, I 
believe th a t nine times out of ten, if not ten 
tim es out of ten , the D istrict Superintendent 
can send a pastor to  a church th a t will b etter fit 
the need of th a t congregation than  they can vote 
for themselves. On the o ther hand, I th ink  our 
system of voting every year is one of great bene
fit, and th a t is, it is sort of a safety valve, or 
gives the church the privilege of expressing their 
d isapproval of the present adm inistration . I  am 
told th a t ag itators on the streets of London have 
freedom  that America know s nothing about. 
Soap-box orators s tand  on the corners and  preach 
to hundreds who listen, denouncing the British 
governm ent, but the policemen never interfere 
w ith them . ‘'Joh n  Bull” seems to feel th a t if 
they can speak out their m ind w ithout being 
suppressed it sort of relieves them , or at least 
it gives vent to  their feelings, and they feel better 
a fte r their tirade on the governm ent. T o  sup
press it would be to have it break out in some 
other, or worse, form . I  th ink  our system  has 
som ething of th a t beneficial effect.

I t  is interesting to see the num ber of people 
who will come out to a meeting the night they 
are to  vote on the pastor who seldom come any 
o ther time, and  even though they know they 
can’t vote him out, they feel a measure of relief 
in saying a t least, “Well, we did n o t vote for 
him  anyw ay.” N ow  if the pasto r will keep 
religious and  n o t try  to  m ake out th a t everyone 
who votes against him  is a backslider, or a man 
who has lost his religion, but will try  to  get him 
to co-operate w ith him for ano ther year, and 
trea t him  ju st the same as he would anyone else, 
he will probably  get by. B ut if the pasto r is 
small enough to feel th a t it m ust be an  indica

tion of loss of grace for anyone to cast a vote 
against him, and I am  n o t saying this m ay not 
be so in some cases he will have learned to  have 
disciplined himself and to exercise his divine love 
for the people who are against him, and  this will 
do him a world of good. For tw enty  years we 
never had more than  three votes cast against us 
any time th a t we can recall, b u t when it got up 
to  around 16 and 18, we just said, “N ow  there 
m ust be a reason.” O ur folks believe trem end
ously in the doctrine of the second work of grace. 
There are probably a few men who would vote 
against a preacher for pressing this tru th  on 
the people, bu t they are few and far between, 
but if you w an t to stir up opposition in your 
church and  disclose the god of the church, you 
insist th a t 10c out of every dollar belongs to  
God, and bear down on the fact th a t God never 
minces m atters, b u t calls th e  folks who refuse 
to  tithe by their right names—thieves and robbers 
—and believe m e! you are going to have some 
trouble on your hands.

This will, perhaps, wake us up to w hether 
we are as fearless in preaching an unpopular 
(ru th , as we are in preaching a tru th  th a t is 
accepted by all of our people while perhaps de
nied by outside folks or the members of o ther 
churches. In  the midst of it, we m ust n o t fo r
get th a t Jesus said, “Love your enemies, bless 
them  th a t curse you, do good to them  th a t hate 
you and  pray  for them  which despitefully use 
you and persecute you” (M att. 5:43, 44). In  
the 46th and 47th verses Jesus gives specific com
m and against a pastor dividing his congregation. 
“For if ye love them  which love you, w hat re
w ard have ye? do not even the publicans the 
same. If ye salute you r b rethren  only, w hat do 
ye more than  others? do not even th e  publicans 
so ?” Surely th e  im plication here is th a t we are 
to love the folks wrho do not love us, and prove 
to them  the tru th  of the doctrine we preach.

Personally, we do not pay much attention  to 
the quantity  of votes th a t are against us bu t 
ra th er the quality. I have heard pastors say th a t 
they p u t out a fleece like this—“ Unless I  get 
a unanim ous call back, I  will n o t accept.” T ha t 
is not fa ir to the people who pay and p ray , and 
have petitioned you to  rem ain. W hy should you 
or I, my dear pastor, be affected by fo rty  or fifty 
folks if th a t forty  or fifty represent people who 
seldom ever come to a W ednesday night prayer- 
meeting except to  vote against the pasto r, or 
give practically nothing to support the church, or
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who, in the last analysis, do not represent the 
life of the church, if hundreds of others who 
pray and pay and petition you by their voles 
to  remain, desire you to continue.

We m ust not be too thin-skinned over this 
voting business. On the o ther hand, if half a 
dozen men, who finance the church, are concerned 
for her spiritual welfare, and feel th a t a change 
is desirable, I think the pastor should listen, and 
his resignation be actuated  by the desire and 
wish of such. Think this over now for yourself 
and see if I am not right.

Someone recently said to me th a t they thought 
it spoke well for me to be continued as pastor 
of F irst church, Chicago, for fourteen years. I 
rem arked th a t “W hy is it we alw ays seem to 
give th e  pastor credit and have little to say 
about the church?” H ow about the church 
keeping me for fourteen years? And this leads 
me to say th a t F irst church, Chicago, is the 
easiest church to serve in many ways, I believe, 
in our whole constituency. No better set of 
folks ever lived, and any preacher th a t could 
not get along w ith the “powers th a t be” a t First 
church, Chicago, 1 do not think could succeed 
any place. I have observed this, and I w ant 
every preacher to  watch and see if I am not 
right— th a t the church th a t loves its pastor and 
stands by him, every other problem  seems to 
ad just itself, and the church th a t does not co
operate with its pasto r has little chance of growth 
or of having a place in the sun. Too frequent 
changes are not good for any society, I  care not 
w hat denom ination it m ay be. I know there 
is danger of a pastor wearing out his usefulness 
and staying too long, bu t there is ten thousand 
times more danger of the church, in this restless 
day in which we live, desiring a change before 
God w ants a change. Here is where Israel made 
her great mistake. Sam uel’s sons were n o t of the 
caliber of Samuel. Therefore, instead of the folks 
pleading with the L ord  about it, they asked a 
king like o ther nations. God gave them  their 
desire bu t they paid for it as Israelitish history 
plainly declares.

T w o K i n d s  o f  P a s t o r s

I was talking with a preacher recently and 
we discussed the virtues of pastoral visitation. 
He said there were two kinds of preachers; one 
who did  little if any pastoral w ork but p u t his 
time in on his books, and then when he went 
into the pulpit folks made a path  to  his door.

He said the o ther type of preacher was th e  man 
who was not a great pulpiteer b u t was a g rea t 
pastor, visiting his people, entering into their 
joys and sorrows, becoming a p art of their 
life and attracting  people to  his services because 
of the sym pathetic natu re  he possessed. He 
said that both men could be successful. We 
discussed it a t considerable lensilh. and  I  came to 
this conclusion— th a t it was certainly a very 
comm endable am bition to be able to a ttra c t 
strangers to our services and be willing to  pay 
the price by close a tten tion  to study  and prayer, 
and then asked him  if I were right in my theor
izing, th a t the need of the Church of the N aza- 
rene was not prim arily  great pulpiteers, b u t great 
pastors.

He was a prom inent man in our m ovem ent, 
and had occasion and opportun ity  to study the 
w orth  of a pastor, and he said th a t in his can
did opinion, even if some men could be great 
preachers, he believed th a t our w ork would 
profit more by having a larger num ber of great 
pastors than  a greater num ber of pulpiteers, and 
then illustrated by some men who were n o t p re
em inently great preachers, but kept the pews full 
and the budgets paid and the church harm oni
ous because they loved their people and visited 
them  frequently, and were real pastors. P er
sonally, I th ink  he is right. 1 know th a t when 
we lake on a visiting streak and  make eight or 
ten calls a day on people who have no t been 
habitually  attending the services, th ree-fourths 
of them  will be out to  the next prayerm eeting 
or the next Sunday service. In  fact, I am going 
to m ake th a t the great w ork of my m inistry this 
year. 1 am  planning to drop a lot of detail 
w ork and p u t my tim e in on visiting, not only 
our own mem bership bu t m embers of the congre
gation, and  people whose addresses are given 
me to follow up. I hope to give F irst church, 
Chicago, one whole year of conscientious pas
toral visitation, and see w hat it will bring. I 
th ink I can do th a t. I am  equally confident I 
can never m ake a great preacher. Therefore, 
my only hope is th a t I m ay possibly succeed in 
being, if not a great pastor, a true shepherd of 
the sheep.

I am convinced in my own mind th a t Satan  is 
continually setting trap s for the unw ary feet of 
a pastor th a t he m ay involve him and get him 
im plicated in som ething th a t will take up his 
time, a ttention  and  strength  th a t should be de
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voted to shepherding the sheep. Ju s t recently I 
was approached by a good m an who w anted to 
interest me in an investm ent th a t was guaranteed 
to pay perhaps 1,000 per cent within a year. 
Seriously, b rethren , I am  surprised th a t any of 
our m inisters in this day and  age of the world, 
could be led aw ay captive by any scheme th a t 
w ould dem and investm ent of money or time in 
any secular enterprise, no m atter how promising, 
and give his tim e to the prom oting of th a t enter
prise when he should be devoting his interests 
to the church of Jesus Christ.

Years ago, when I was a young man, the b i
cycle craze struck the country in which I w as liv 
ing. The older pastors, perhaps, will recall th a t 
the first bicycle came out with a hard  rubber tire. 
T ha t was followed by w hat was know n as a 
pneum atic tire. The Ram bler bicycle came out 
w ith an inner tube, like we now have on au to 
mobiles, and a clincher tire, a device sim ilar to 
w hat we now have on the autom obile. The 
forem an in our shoe factory  at N ashua, N. IT, 
became an agent for the R am bler bicycle, and 
was so carried away w ith it, and devoted so 
much tim e to  it, explaining it to prospective 
customers, th a t W . I). Bracket, the ow'ner of the 
factory for whom I worked, w ent to  him, per
sonally, and  said som ething like this— “We a p 
preciate you r ability as a shoem aker, and as 
forem an of our m aking room, you have given 
good service. We like your w ork, b u t we do 
not feel th a t any m an is big enough to devote 
any of his time to the p rom otion of the Ram bler 
bicycle and give us w hat we dem and of a fore
man. Therefore we have come to the conclusion 
th a t you will either have to  sever your connec- 
toin with this firm, or give up your interest in 
p rom oting the bicycle.” M r. Corning, for that 
was his nam e, came down to the m achine where 
I was w orking and  to ld  me w hat they  had said 
to  him. He said he believed he could run the 
room  and give perfect satisfaction, and  a t the 
same time, devote some of his mechanical ability 
to the new style bicycle, b u t he said, “Though 
I hate to give it up, I am  convinced th a t they 
are right, and while it makes me mad, I  am 
going to drop the Ram bler agency and devote 
my whole tim e to  the factory. In  the last 
analysis, they have a right to dem and this for I 
am  w orking for them  and they have a right to 
my tim e and  my ab ility .”

N ow , I am  sure, bro ther, you can see the phil
osophy of this argum ent. Can I make my appli

cation? No preacher who has been honored with 
the sacred calling of the m inistry has any spare 
tim e for anything  else. H e has no business to 
lie indulging in anything on the side th a t eats 
up his energy, w’ears out his body, and tires his 
m ind. The Church of Jesus Christ challenges the 
physical, mental and  spiritual in every m an. To 
win souls for Jesus Christ, get them  saved from  
sin and fitted for heaven is a task  th a t angels 
m ight well covet if they could successfully carry 
on such a work, bu t only m an can do it. I t  
takes a real man, a consecrated man, and all there 
is of a man to succeed in this great work.

I am  alw ays fearful when new propositions 
and wonderful investm ents are offered or p ar
ticipated in by the m inistry. I have seen so many 
make shipwreck of their usefulness, and alas! 
sometimes, I  fear make shipwreck of their souls. 
Will we ever learn th a t the ministry whom God 
has called, and upon whom holy men have laid 
hands, has no o ther job bu t to keep folks out 
of hell, and fit folks for heaven? I  do not 
know  w hat Presbyterianism , M ethodism , Congre
gationalism , and o ther religious bodies have 
m et with along this line, bu t I have lived long 
enough to see the wreckage in the holiness move
ment caused by the S tra tton  R otating Engine, 
Rolling M ill Stock, F lorida L and Deals, Pure 
W ater propositions, G lare-shield fo rtune makers, 
and such like to give me the shakes every tim e 
I hear a m inister of the gospel prom oting or a 
C hristian w orker showing interest in such schemes. 
I believe few, if any, have been purposely dis
honest, bu t I do know th a t hundreds and th o u 
sands of dollars have been worse th an  w'asted 
by men whose only thought, probably, w'as to 
get money to prom ote the cause of holiness, but 
instead of helping the cause, have m aterially h in 
dered it for years to come.

Brethren, we beg of you, if anyone comes to 
you with some scheme to invest your hard- 
earned money w ith the promise of quick returns, 
consult the bank where you do business as to the 
advisability  of investm ent. Keep away from 
it as you would a contagion. I am  so sure it is 
the devil’s scheme to  rob you no t only of your 
money, bu t your peace of m ind, and perhaps 
your faith  in the religion of Jesus Christ, as I 
am th a t I am  writing this. A close observer will 
note th a t no one m an is successful in prom oting 
the cause of holiness, and a t the same tim e, p ro 
moting some “get-rich-quick” scheme. They just
don’t go together.

(23)
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THE PASTOR AS A  PASTOR

SU R EL Y  this caption is suggestive of sub
lime things. I f  an angel were to w rite on 
th e  them e “The Angel as an Angel” or a 
missionary on “The M issionary as a M issionary,” 
undoubtedly both themes would give a vision of 

startling  interest. No calling, w hether it finds 
its field of enactm ent on the earth or in  heaven, 
transcends in its privilege and responsibility the 
God authorized office of the C hristian pastor.

The w ord pasto r is derived from  the Latin  
w ord pascere, pas turn, meaning to  pasture, to 
feed. In  its prim ary significance it  means a 
shepherd, one who has the care of flocks or 
herds, a guardian or keeper. Perhaps the pastoral 
office never presented just the aspects th a t it does 
today, in th a t this holy office has not been im 
mune from  the detrim ental changes th a t have 
stricken the church generally. H ad we as N aza- 
rene pastors been upon the field a half century 
or more ago, we doubtless would have found a 
greater sim ilarity between our labor and th a t 
of other communions, than  exists today. Now, 
a pastoral call outside of our denom ination, does 
not necessarily im ply th a t the m inister shall pray 
before he leaves the home, while in the old days 
the hab it may have been common, preachers of 
Bible doctrine and a sound gospel were num er
ous in all denom inations. Com petition of a 
proper character for the real pastor was p rob
ably never m ore lim ited than it is today.

In  reading the scriptural adm onition of St. 
Paul to  T itus concerning an elder or care-taker 
of souls, one gets the idea th a t the apostle 
prim arily  places a prem ium  not upon pastoral 
m ethods or pleasing personality b u t pre-em - 
inently  upon the real character of the one who 
aspires to this holy office. He says first he m ust 
be blameless, th a t is, his conduct and deport
ment, as a Christian m ust be above merited 
censure or reproach, again he m ust be the hus
band of one wife. A th ird  dem and is th a t the 
real pasto r m ust have faithful children, where 
even the accusation of being unruly  cannot be 
justly  placed against the offspring of the parson
age. This will ofttim es mean a p roper d is
pensation of prayer and hickory, the com bination 
th a t Eli the priest failed to  use in his household 
and consequently the harvest in his boys was a 
sad one. Then again the pastor is warned by the 
apostle not to  insist on having his own way 
(not self-w illed). H e m ust be a holy m an, a 
hospitable person, and one who is tem perate.

(24)

St. Paul again emphasizes to the young preacher 
T im othy th a t a bishop or pasto r must rule his 
own house well, “having his children in subjec
tion w ith all g rav ity ” for, he says, “ If a m an 
know not how to rule his own house how shall 
he take care of the church of G od ?” Doubtless 
the keeping of this adm onition  has been a real 
asset in many a p as to r’s life and  failure here 
in the proper discipline of a p as to r’s children has 
paved the way fo r failure in the pastorate.

The proper kind of a pasto r will doubtless be 
pre-em inent as the ideal of his im m ediate family, 
and should this not be so? H ow  well we re
m em ber as a young m arried  m an when caring 
for the household of our own pasto r in the ab 
sence of himself and wife, to  hear the eldest 
daughter rem ark on a Sabbath , “I would ra ther 
hear my father preach this m orning than  anyone
I know .” W hile in parsonage precincts, prestige, 
popularity  and discipline should prevail, should 
there not be an equal respect in the com m unity 
and  realm  of everyday living, for the pastor. 
Care m ust be taken about finances and fo r a 
pastor to fall down here opens a just avenue of 
criticism th a t no am ount of good preaching in 
the pulpit can offset. T he proper pasto r will be 
an example to his flock in carefulness in financial 
m atters th a t will not tend to  ruin his influence. 
Again he will be a leader in liberality to his local 
church, never a ^ in g  his people for a b rand  of 
giving th a t he does not first dem onstrate h im 
self. If he expects his church to bring their 
tithe into the church w hat right has a pastor 
to  spread his L ord 's  tenth  all over creation? 
T here is ano ther feature of pastoral life th a t 
m ay be w orthy our notice, and th a t is the 
m atte r of absence of the pasto r from  pastoral 
duties for any lengthy period. Surely the church 
is considerate th a t will g ran t a pasto r a full 
m o n th ’s vacation from  his church and in supply
ing his puipit while he is a b se n t; they have 
reached the acme in church courtesy, b u t fo r a 
pasto r to extend an absence from  a church to 
more than one m onth, is not this, my brethren , 
tem pting fa te? Of course Moses w as aw ay from  
his flock of ancient Israelites nearly seven weeks 
but he was not aw ay for his own pleasure, not 
holding a meeting for some neighboring parish, 
yet as noble as were his purposes and  even leav
ing his associate pasto r in charge, he found the 
whole outfit woefully backslidden when he came 
down off the m ount and developing difficulties in 
an orphaned congregation run  p re tty  true to



T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M A G A ZIN E 249

form  today  w hen the pasto r is absent too long. 
A helpful book upon the subject of the pastor is 
th a t book by Bishop Quayle of the M ethodist 
church entitled, “The P asto r-P reacher.” He 
magnifies th a t open door of possible pastoral 
success by saying “ th a t p a rt of a preacher’s 
m otto  m ay be ‘stud y ,’ but ano ther p art of th a t 
toil m ust be the m otto  ‘visit.’ ” No m an can be 
too busy to visit and  when a m an says th a t he 
is, he is possibly “ fooling his brains w ith  his 
m outh .” D r. Cuyler tersely says “A fter all, the 
chief pow er of a Christian m inister is heart 
pow er.” “And when we have grappled  the affec
tions of our people to  us, they will bear any 
am ount of close, searching tru th  and rebuke of 
their personal sins w ithout flinching.” This em i
nen t preacher tells how he once opened a pulpit 
broadside against a certain sin which would have 
inevitably  driven a certain pewholder outside 
the doors, if he had  not previously got a strong 
hold on him  by pastoral a ttention  in tim e of 
troub le. “ Conscience,” says D r. C., “often re
quires a plain-spoken m inister of God to p u t a 
severe strain  on the te ther th a t binds him  to his 
p a s to ra te ; a t such times it is a happy thing for 
him if th a t te ther is securely fastened to  a h un 
dred  or more family altars and firesides.” A cer
tain  m em ber of R obert M cCheyne’s church spoke 
of his old pasto r w ith the deepest love and rev
erence bu t the chief thing th a t he remem bered 
afte r forty-six  years was th a t M cChevne, a few 
days before h i; death, m et him on the street and 
said to  h im  kindly, “J im m y, I  hope it is well 
w ith your soul.” “H ow  is your sick sister? I 
am  coming to  see her again shortly .” T h a t sen
tence or tw o had grappled a church m em ber to 
his pasto r for over fo rty -tw o  years.

“P asto ral w ork,” says Dr. Cuyler “ is a thing 
to be learned by practice, just like m aking a h a t 
o r conducting a law suit. Books will not help you 
much, bu t a genuine heart love for Christ and a 
personal sym pathy  with hum an souls will make 
you successful. If you do no t have these tw o 
essentials you have m istaken your calling and had 
b e tte r get out of the m inistry .”

D r. Cuyler spent fo rty -fo ur years in the m in
istry, th ir ty  of these being spent as pasto r of 
L afayette Avenue church, Brooklyn, and the 
valedictory message th a t he gave th a t church 
upon his resignation is one of the m ost touching 
things in pastoral literature.

Bishop Quayle in his treatise, “The Trivialities 
of P reacher’s C ra ft,” introduces a num ber of

paragraphs under this heading. He says “He, 
the pasto r m ust be absolutely on time a t his ap 
pointm ents, never behind tim e, he m ust be 
as accurate in his schedule as a fast mail train, 
to  be dilatory, just a little late, is an unforgivable 
m isdemeanor in a m inister.” “M any a m inister” 
says the bishop, “makes a gross m istake in the 
selection of hym ns for his Sabbath service. No 
congregation will estim ate the hym ns above the 
estim ation which their pastor places upon them. 
If  he gives not weight to  this beautiful section 
of the L ord ’s day program  neither will th ey .” 
T he true shepherd of a flock will preach to  the 
people but never a t them. The bishop tells of 
one m inister who said he did preach, but in real
ity he abused the people. He w ould have been 
a b etter man had  lie not been in the m inistry be
cause he would have been ham m ered into being 
a gentlem an had he not been protected by  his 
calling. Any preacher can catch the cheap cheer 
by being ungentlem anly tow ard  those who pay 
him his salary and the cheap hanger-on will greet 
the preacher with, “Well, this city has one man 
who is no t afraid  to  speak the tru th .” A m an 
can say anything from  the pulpit which should 
be said for the guidance and enlargement of his 
members and speak w ith  a kindness of heart 
which betokens the v itrio l he has for miscellane
ous use. There is much th a t is interesting in the 
charge given by Jesus to  P eter as he questioned 
the fidelity of this impassioned follower, to  
Himself. P eter m ay have seemed more in his 
element as a w ave-w alker or a sword m anipulator 
b u t the calling th a t Christ gave him  which was 
to  evidence his love for the M aster, was th a t of 
a pastor or feeder of sheep.

W here is th e  sight more splendid than  the 
p icture of a contented flock led and  fed by a 
skilful shepherd. D avid magnified the office of 
a real pasto r in his Shepherd psalm as he spoke 
of the satisfied sheep, of the green pastures, of 
the still waters, of the absence of evil, of the 
prepared table, of the anointed head and the 
cup th a t runneth  over. To be a dispenser and 
provider of such a spiritual menu as this is the 
God-given prerogative of every real under
shepherd. An em inent pasto r w riting upon the 
subject, “Preaching or Preacher,” says, “A 
preacher is to give himself. He is here for the 
enrichment of the world. A m an is an estate; 
and a t death should any of the estate be left on 
hand the man is bv so much a failure. The an 
gel a t the gates of life will make this inquiry of
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every comer, “Did you spend all your es ta te?” 
And blessed is the m an who can answer, “ I have 
nothing left.” Jesus had nothing left. E m pty  as 
a drained cask, this is C hrist’s program  for life, 
not to  hunt ease but to hun t travail, not to 
count costs but to boldly venture all. W hat 
about preaching? The w ord “preach” was u n 
used before Christ came along the road and had 
stopped to tell his story  to  m ankind. Is preach
ing the a r t of making a sermon and delivering it?  
No, th a t is not preaching. Preaching is the 
a rt of m aking a preacher and delivering th a t. A 
cunning mosaic of varied truths, pu t together; 
is this a serm on? No, preaching is the outrush of 
the soul in speech, therefore the elemental busi
ness in preaching is not, with the preaching but 
with the prcacker. There is little trouble to 
preach if only there be a preacher. Preacher-ing 
not preaching is the task.

The world of people is not much concerned 
in diacritical m arks. The little shibboleths over 
which some make so much, they care for little, or 
nothing at all but God, where He is and w hat 
He is, and m an, and  w hether God and m an meet 
and aid the soul in its struggles. These big things 
men do care about. T heir hunger prods them 
tow ard  the Infinite. G od’s muscular arm , stark 
naked, h an d  pierced and open, unafraid  and 
eager, and tow ard  such an arm  men will grope 
in th e ir night and battle in their day. The 
preacher th a t shows that, his preaching will be 
an apocalypse.

Perhaps one of the greatest failures in our 
lives as pastors, if there be failure anywhere, is 
failure in our devotional or prayer life. An oft- 
quoted statem ent tells us th a t L uther, the busy 
reform er, spent three hours a day in the closet 
of prayer. Doubtless here was the great secret 
of his success and the pre-em inent reason why his 
name has gone down in history as a chosen vessel, 
sanctified and  meet for the M aster’s use in his 
day and generation.

Spurgeon says, “Of course the preacher is above 
all others distinguished as a man of p rayer.” 
He prays more th an  ordinary  Christians, else he 
is disqualified for the office he has undertaken. 
If a preacher become lax in  sacred devotion, not 
only will he need to be pitied b u t his people also.

“The pastor as a pastor.” N ot the pasto r as 
a preacher simply, or an organizer, a mere ad 
m in istra tor of church affairs; his office m ay in
clude all these activities, yet pre-em inence on any 
one or more of them  may not enable him  to meet

G od’s ideal for him  as a pastor, neither does their 
sum to ta l spell success as a scriptural under- 
shepherd of the Lord.

“The pasto r as a p asto r.” W hat an objective, 
involving not prim arily  personal success in the 
office, but helping to regulate as no other calling, 
the tem poral and eternal welfare of im m ortal 
souls. Presidents and poten tates of nations in 
their exalted offices m ay deal w ith the secular 
and tem poral affairs of hum anity , going down in 
history as the cham pions of world causes and 
occasions, bu t th e  Christian pastor fa ithfully  ful
filling the dem ands of his office is not dealing in 
mere tem poralities bu t in the affairs affecting 
souls for weal or woe, hell or heaven, eternal 
light or eternal night.

0  brethren, may we magnify this office of a 
pastor, not by acquiescence to book standards or 
high-spun theories of the calling, b u t by the con
vincing argum ent of everyday efficiency until our 
parishes and people will rejoice th a t our life- 
activities ever led us their w ay and the eventual 
approbation  of our Lord  and great O ver-Shep
herd in the final accounting day when God takes 
us home to Himself.

*  T h i s  a r t i c l e  w a s  s e n t  i n  w i t h o u t  t h e  a u t h o r ’s 
n a m e  a t t a c h e d . — E d i t o r .

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E X C H A N G E S  
A N D  S U G G E S T IO N S

By  D. S h e l b y  C o r l e t t

PLANNING A PREACHING PROGRAM

“Now, w hat shall I preach next S un d ay ?” has 
been asked repeatedly by some pastors who have 
not learned the advantage of planning a preach
ing program . They know there will be two more 
sermons expected from them, th a t is, unless some 
visiting preacher should happen to  come along, 
if so he will no doubt fill the pulpit. W ith  w hat 
results are m ethods of th is nature followed? 
Usually the pasto r preaches within a lim ited sphere 
of sermonic m aterial, the congregation is not led 
to broader thinking and to deeper spiritual truths, 
and within a few years the pastor is looking for 
ano ther church. No pastor can grow m aterially 
in his own m ind and heart who follows this h ap 
hazard plan.

The pastor should establish goals for his 
preaching program  just the same as o ther en ter
prising leaders set goals for accom plishm ent in



T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M AGA ZIN E 251

(heir line of work. “ B ut,” one argue?, “ I m ust 
jdepend upon the leadership of (he H oly Spirit 
for my message.” All tru e  m inisters of the gos
pel m ust do the same, we are shorn of our 
pow er entirely unless our messages are urged and 
indicted by th e  Spirit. B ut it is also true that 
the Holy Spirit is dependent upon the capacity of 
the vessel which he m ust use. The thinking and 
observing pastor will be more greatly used of 
the Spirit than  the one who idly w aits until the 
last days of the week to seek Him for a message 
for Sunday morning, or for Sunday evening. 
Also it is true th a t Spirit leadership need not be 
confined to the week before the message is to be 
preached. The greatest desire of God through the 
Spirit is to lead ilis  children on in spiritual p u r 
suits, hence He can assist th e  pastor in the prep
aration  of an extended preaching program . He 
knows the needs, He knows the pasto r’s capacity, 
He can lead up to a w onderful climax of achieve
m ent over a period of m onths if the pasto r is 
willing to  w ait before H im  to get His pattern  for 
the work to be done. God who gave Moses the 
pattern  for the tabernacle while up in the m oun
tain, is still able to  give His chosen leaders the 
pattern  for His church today.

Arranging the Program
The pastor should spend much time in p rayer 

beseeching God to give to  him the wisdom neces
sary, and  to  direct his thought in th e  arrange
ment of a preaching program . Seek definitely 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit in the whole 
m atter. Then proceed to arrange a program  for 
an entire year. This is done by m any of the 
most successful pastors in the church world. Get 
a calendar and mark down the Sundays of the 
m onths by dates. M ake space for both  morning 
and evening theme- for each Sunday. If revival 
meetings are previously arranged for m ark out 
this time on your calendar. M ark  out the time 
for vacation , district assemblies, or o ther days 
011 which you may reasonably expect to be 
absent from  the pulpit. Then arrange for

Special Days
T here are num erous days on which the pastor 

should preach 011 special or appropriate themes. 
These should be noted on this calendar. These 
are: New Y ear’s S unday; E aster; M o th er’s Day, 
the second Sunday in M ay ; Pentecost, the sev
enth Sunday afte r E aster; Children’s day, usu
ally the first Sunday in Ju n e ; Rally day, usually 
the first Sunday in O ctober; Thanksgiving Sun

day, tiie Sunday before the last T hursday of 
N ovem ber; Bible Sunday, usually the first Sun
day in D ecem ber; and Christm as Sunday. There 
are also different patrio tic events which may 
serve as a means for emphasis for themes which 
are necessary: the b irthdays of great leaders 
such as, W ashington, Lincoln, e tc .; Independence 
day, M em orial day, Armistice day. Or if a labor 
message is thought advisable the Sunday pre
ceding L abor d a y --th e  first M onday in Sep
tem ber—serves as an excellent opportunity  to 
emphasize this theme.

O'■ n!m1:nion Services

I t is the requirem ent th a t all Nazarene m inis
ter:- observe the sacram ent of the L ord’s Supper 
at least once each quarter. I t  is by far the better 
rule to establish a certain Sunday in the quarter 
when this sacram ent will be observed and to 
place this on your preaching calendar. I t  may 
be placed as the first Sunday in the second 
m onth of the quarter, or a t any appropriate time.

Missionary Services

Some of our most successful pastors follow 
the plan of having regular missionary services 
a t which tim e they preach on missionary themes. 
Occasionally a missionary speaker is brought in 
for th a t service, but it has been found more 
advantageous to have the pastor emphasize this 
theme. The impression gathered by the congre
gation is th a t the pastor is vitally  interested, 
sufficiently to  prepare messages on the theme, so 
they assume the congregation should also be in
terested. Some successful pastors preach a mis
sionary message once each m onth, others twice 
in a q uarter which is about once in six weeks, 
and to others a quarterly  missionary message 
seems to be sufficient. A pastor may gather val
uable d ata  for these missionary messages from  
such magazines as The M issionary Review of the 
W orld, The O ther Sheep, and from  special mis
sionary books; such books as “The Desire of All 
N ations,” by Smith, and “The Preacher and His 
M issionary Message,” by Corey. O ther books 
may be found in your local public library, or 
m ay be suggested by your Foreign M issionary 
D epartm ent. The pasto r in arranging his preach
ing program  should determ ine how m any of 
these missionary messages he desires to preach 
each year and place them  a t suitable places on 
his calendar. I t  will be profitable to have one 
or more Hom e M ission messages among these in 

(27)
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stead of devoting the entire series to  Foreign 
Missions. A ttractive themes will be gathered as 
a pasto r studies along these lines.

Stewardship Themes

The General Stew ardship Com m ittee of the 
Church of the N azarene especially asks th a t F eb
ruary  be emphasized as Stewardship M onth. 
W hether each Sunday is devoted to the them e 
of “S tew ardship” or not, it is well fo r the pastor 
to  give some tim e to this vital and necessary 
element in Christian living. Different suggestions 
m ay be gathered from  m aterial issued from  head
quarters or from  books which may be purchased. 
A list of these will be furnished on request from 
your Publishing House.

Expository Messages

By arranging a program  of this na tu re  the 
pastor can suitably plan for different series of 
expository sermons. There is nothing th a t will 
interest your congregation in the Bible more th an  
expository preaching. Perhaps it will be well 
to plan for three series of expository messages 
during the year. Take tw o books from the New 
Testam ent and  one from  the old T estam ent from 
which to develop these messages. These exposi
tory  messages need not give in detail the message 
of these books, but may rather give a brief 
sum m ary of certain sections of the book which 
m ay serve as an incentive to have your listeners 
study the book. We suggest a book entitled, 
“H ow  to Prepare an Expository Serm on,” by 
K nott, as a valuable aid in a series of this kind. 
There is no type of preaching which will enable 
a pasto r to grow in his own knowledge of the 
Bible better than expository preaching, and the 
pastor who does more of this type of preaching 
can usually stay longer and have a m ore success
ful m inistry than  the one who ignores it.

Special Series of Sermons
M any pastors have found their m inistry p ro f

itable when they have preached special series 
of messages. There are a variety of different 
themes which may be emphasized in this m anner. 
Special doctrinal subjects may be developed in a 
series and  a t tim es may create unusual interest 
on the p art of tile m embership of your church. 
One thing m ust be avoided in preparing a series 
of sermons, th a t is, do not m ake your series too 
lengthy. Usually no more than  six connected 
messages should be given, three or four are bet

ter. Some pastors have preached on the doc
trinal statem ents given in the church m anual. 
W hen this is d'one it is wise to divide these doc
trines into sections, giving them  a section a t a 
time. O thers have profitably  taken some of these 
doctrines and preached a series on one doctrine; 
the doctrine of “E n tire  Sanctification or Holiness” 
has been used in this way. Also some have 
preached a special series on the H oly Spirit, or 
a subject such as “The Spirit-filled Life” m ay be 
used for a series along this line. O thers have 
preached on special Lenten themes, o r series of 
messages on the cross ju st preceding the E aster 
time. No doubt it Ls wise not to have too 
m any of these series in one y ea r’s preaching p ro 
gram . In the preparation  of a series of this type 
it is well to secure several books which in a 
general way deal with the them es to  be presented 
and sludy these. G ather your subjects which 
you wish to preach upon and then gather your 
m aterial from  your reading, your experience 
and from your knowledge of the needs of your 
congregation.

Evangelistic Messages
M ost successful pastors follow the idea of 

preaching especially for the edification of the peo
ple in the m orning messages and th a t of evangel
ism in the evening services. No church will de
velop a deep devotional tone where th e  messages 
are all intensely evangelistic in nature. N or will 
the pastor be able to s tay  for an extended period 
of m inistry if he confines his preaching to strictly  
intensive evangelistic lines. There is a sense in 
which all his m inistry m ust be evangelical, but 
not intensely evangelistic. In  the preparing of 
a preaching program  for a. year perhaps it will be 
well ju st to w rite “Evangelistic” for m any of 
the night services, depending upon the im m e
diate occasion to furnish you the them e and  mes
sage. B ut in the m ajority  oi cases you might 
insert some special them e to be emphasized. 
Some pastors have found it very profitable to 
preach on Bible characters in these evangelistic 
services. T here is nothing which gives b etter 
opportun ity  to locate people in their needs than 
preaching sermons on biblical characters. Any 
preacher interested in a series of evangelistic serv
ices of this type will find num erous books pub
lished on Bible characters. M any of them  are 
now found in the various “D ollar L ibraries.” A 
series of several messages on “The Second Com 
ing" serves well for evangelistic purposes. These 
messages m ay be divided in to ; “Signs of the
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Tim es” ; ‘‘Facts of C hrist’s Com ing” ; “The N a- 
fcre of His Coining” ; and “P reparation  for His 
co m in g .” A nother interesting series can be 
arranged by taking a  few of the parables of 
our Lord. N um erous parables lend themselves 
to an evangelistic message. Some have preached 
a series of evangelistic services from  the differ
ent conversations Jesus had w ith individuals, such 
as, with Nicodemus, w ith  the wom an of Sam aria, 
w ith Zacchseus, and  w ith  Simon the Pharisee. 
A nother interesting series can be arranged from  
the questions asked concerning Jesus, such as: 
“W hom  do men say th a t I a m ? ” “To whom  
else shall we g o ?” “W hat th ink  ye of C h ris t?” 
and “W hat shall I do with Jesu s?” A nother 
series m ay be arranged on “V ital Bible Questions 
in H um an Experience,” using the following ques
tions: “H ow  can a m an be born  when he is 
o ld ?” asked by Nicodemus, “W hat m ust I do to  
be sav ed ?” and “ i f  a m an die shall he live 
aga in?” A series of seven sermons m ay be 
arranged from the messages to  the seven churches 
given in Revelation. A nother series m ay be 
arranged on “M atters of Christian Belief,” using 
them es like these: “W hy I am  a C hristian” ; 
y io w  I know G od” ; “W hat Jesus M eans to 
^ e " ;  “The Bible M y L igh t.” An interesting 
series of serm ons m ay be arranged on “Studies 
on the Tabernacle.” R eally there is scarcely 
any end to such series. Do not try  to run a 
series of serm ons on all these suggestions during 
one year.

The Advantages of a Program
The advantages to such a program  are num er

ous. I t gives the pasto r som ething definite to 
w ork tow ard. It enables him to arrange a con
structive plan of m inistry and  as well gives him 
o pportun ity  to  develop himself along definite 
lines. He will be reading constantly . Perhaps 
he will find suggestions or seed thoughts in the 
early p art of the year which he will be able to 
use perhaps for six or nine m onths hence. He 
m arks the place where these suggestions m ay be 
found near the them e to  be used, so he has the 
advan tage of all his reading during the year 
at th e  tim e he s tarts  preparing his message. I t 
saves him  from  the harassing experience th a t 
some pastors go th rough  during the early part of 
each week because they do not know  w hat to 
fcreach on next Sunday. I t  makes for efficiency 
W  every d epartm en t of the preacher’s life. 
T here is nothing th a t can take the place of defi
nite planning in any line of w'ork. A fter a pastor

has worked out to  his own satisfaction w hatever 
program  he believes God would havu him  to 
follow during the year, it is well for him to 
write, “Subject to change w ithout notice,” a t the 
b ottom  of his program . M any times his program  
is changed, bu t it is surprising to note by survey
ing the w ork of past years how  much of the 
p rogram  has been followed in detail. D on’t 
say it can ’t be done until you’ve tried  it for one 
year a t least.

( N o t e : A l l  t h e  b o o k s  . s u g g e s te d  in  t h i s  a r 
t i c l e  m a y  b e  p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  th e  N a z a r c n e  P u b 
l i s h i n g  H o u s e ,  2 9 23  T r o o s t  A v e n u e ,  K a n s a s  C i ty ,  
M o . B o o k s  to  a s s i s t  a  p r e a c h e r  in  p r e p a r i n g  
h i s  m e s s a g e  a n d  in  d o i n g  t i is  w o r k  a r e  a l w a y s  
a v a i l a b l e  h e r e . )

WORD PICTURES !N THE NEW  
TESTAMENT

There is an interesting and most profitable 
set of books now being published under the 
above title, w ritten  by A. T. R obertson, Prof. 
of New Testam ent In terp retation , Southern Bap- 
ti-t Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. D r. 
Robertson is considered the forem ost American 
New' T estam ent Greek scholar. This w ork is in 
tended for the intelligent New Testam ent student 
who does not know Greek. The au th o r’s comments 
are “now lexical, now gram m atical, now archaeolog
ical, now illustrative.” I t shows the “ w ord-pictures” 
by which the w riters of the New T estam ent re 
w aled  the message and  personality  of Jesus and 
the story ;of the gospel. “Here is an illuminating 
work, showing as far as m ay be, the exact shade 
of meaning in the w ords of M atthew , M ark, 
Luke, and the Acts; and he throw s sidelights on 
the text from  contem porary  customs, habits and 
history. The m inister who studies intelligently 
and diligently these volumes, seeking all the time 
the S p irit’s guidance, will get a new, vivid and 
dynamic view of the New T estam ent message.” 
It is the best of its kind since V incent’s “W ord 
Studies of the New T estam ent,” which are now 
outclassed by this new  work. There are three 
volumes now published; Vol. I , M atthew7 and 
M ark ; Vol. II , L uke; Vol. I l l ,  The Acts of the 
Apostles. These sell for $3.50 each at Nazarene 
Publishing House.

LET US TAKE DOWN THE BOOK
We are living in precarious tim es; strenuous 

tim es; hard  tim es; times fraught with anxiety 
and distress; perplexity and despair. Let us
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therefore take down the Book. Blow off the 
dust, clear away the cobwebs, open its pages 
and let God speak to us. I t  is His W ord.

I t has been our sad experience in recent days 
to a ttend  some of the leading churches of v ari
ous denom inations, and listen to the preachers 
making vain endeavors to  solve the problem s of 
the day. In  m any cases there were eloquent dis
courses, fine rhetorical phrases and w ell-rounded 
periods, a fine display of knowledge in scientific 
and philosophical research, but there was som e
thing lacking. There was no “Thus Faith the 
L ord." People came away from  those services 
with a feeling th a t it had  not been exactly good 
for them  to have been there. A feeling that, 
while the m ind had been occupied for an hour, 
ro w  the h ard  tacts of daily life m ust be faced— 
and the perplexity had  not been relieved.

M en are trying to discover a m ethod of elim
inating crime, and they are baffled by the stu 
pendous task. They tu rn  to sociology and  psycho
analysis, and believe they have at last reached a 
solution of the problem. Then there is an o u t
break of crime more serious than  any they have 
heard of, and they discover th a t all their plans 
are worthless. They tu rn  and  stare blankly into 
one an o ther’s faces, wondering w hat to  do next.

N ations are seeking for a solution for the 
problem of governm ent th a t will bring peace to 
the world and elim inate the possibility of strife, 
but just when they th ink  they have a court th a t 
will render justice to  all, jealousy, greed and 
passion spring up in some quarter, and the world 
is stunned by the result.

We are groping for a way out of the slough 
of economic and social despond, b u t as soon as 
we set one foot on a hum m ock, the o ther sinks 
into the mire, and there is little or no progress 
tow ard  solid ground. We are wandering about 
in a wilderness of political perplexity, but as soon 
as we th ink we have found a path  leading out 
of it, we discover ourselves in a worse tangle 
than before.

Let us take dow n the Book from  the shelf— 
God has w ritten  to us. No, it is not a treatise 
on political econom y! nor a com pendium  of 
sociological methods, neither is it a handbook 
of scientific research—-it is the message of the 
living God to His world. I t  is a Book of light.

“Thy word is a lam p unto my feet, and a light 
unto my p a th .” “The entrance of thy  words giv- 
eth  light.”

I f  you read it merely to find out the date of

the reign of Cyrus, king of Persia, or to specu
late concerning the supposed division of the 
prophecy of Isaiah, you will miss the message.1 
W hen you receive a com m unication from  a 
friend, and it is of great im portance, do you stop 
to speculate as to  the reason for the ab ru p t 
change from  ink to pencil; do you try  to  discover 
why the pen “w ent d ry ,” why it was not re
filled, and w hether or not ink was available? 
No, you read the message first and act upon it, 
then perhaps you w onder about the o ther things, 
but it does not a lte r th e  facts which your friend 
has com m unicated to  you.

The heart of man is the sam e today, as when 
God caused holy men of old to w rite His mes
sage through the Holy Spirit. M an has the same 
desires and am bitions, same passions and  pride, 
same love and hate, same doubts and  fears, same 
sin and need of salvation. The m oral natu re  of 
m an is the same today  as when the Lord God 
com m anded His prophets of old to take down 
His w ord as a w ritten record.

In  the Book you will discover G od’s m ethod
oi dealing w ith sin and th e  provision H e m ade 
for our redem ption. “ If any m an be in Christ, 
he is a new creature, old things are passed 
aw ay, behold, ali things are become new .” Yoil 
will find that God has established a precedent in 
His dealings w ith the nations and peoples of old, 
as recorded in the Old T estam ent. As He deliv
ered them  who obeyed H im  then, He will deliver 
those who obey H im  now.

In  the Book you will find th a t God's message 
to you will dispel all d oubts; all fear will be 
rem oved; and there will be a feeling of security, 
bccause if you accept the message you will put 
your com plete trust in the strength , pow er and 
wisdom of the Father.

In the Book you will find th a t Jesus—who is 
God incarnate, is the Light of the w orld, and 
th a t in H im  there is no darkness at all. And 
\ ou will find th a t when He comes into the life, 
the social problem  will not be such a bugbear, 
and crime will be abolished. W hen He comes 
into the life, m an will be on the way to over
come some of the causes of economic depressions, 
yes, when Jesus comes back again, the problems 
of nations, of legislation and governm ent will be 
easy of solution.

In  the Book you will get light, on the economic, 
social and  religious difficulties of m ankind.

Study the Book— God has a message for yotil 
— C l y d e  A. C. W il l i a m s o n , in The Presbyterian
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FACTS AND FIGURES
B y  E. J . F l e m in g  

The Southern P resbyterian  church reports th a t 
the deficit in foreign missionary receipts of 
>245,505.30 on M arch 31, 1030, was cut down 
lu ring  the ensuing fiscal year to  $207,016.79. B ut 
during the year ending M arch  31, 1931, it was 
fu rther increased by $ 1 5 2 ,206 .50, so th a t on the 
la tte r date the to ta l deficit was .$359,277.29. 
Their to ta l receipts for the year were $1,030,- 
492.37. The hom e m issionary receipts were 
§462,648.00; a decrease over the preceding year 
of $59,732.00.

The Southern P resbyterian  church set out last 
year to raise three million dollars for the p u r
pose of funding the p rior service of its ministers. 
During the first year cash and  pledges am ounting 
to $818,142.22 were received from  17,340 m em 
bers. A canvass was m ade for funds in 767 
churches and  additional offerings were received 
from  251 o ther churches. The good w ork con
tinues.

The Relief D epartm en t of the Southern I’res- 
^ ’terian  church during the last fiscal year added 
Fi5 ministers, 270 widows, 51 orphans (from  38 
deceased m inisters’ h om es), and 7 lay workers, 
representing altogether 51 homes. The to tal 
am ount disbursed w as $184,320.75. The m ax
im um  appropriation  was $600.00; the average 
$361.41. D uring the year death  claimed twelve 
m inisters, ten widows, one orphan  and one lay 
worker.

The S tate Crime Commission of New Y ork 
finds th a t racketeers re tu rns represent an annual

tu rnover of twelve billion to  eighteen billion 
dollars. T h a t is $96 per capita, based on the 
latest United States census. N early every busi
ness in New Y ork pays tribute  to  this antichrist.

The British and Foreign Bible Society reports 
th a t it circulated 4,694,403 Scriptures during 
1930. A decrease of 611,534.

The Am erican Bible Society circulated 4,177,- 
025 Scriptures during 1930. A decrease of over 
one million.

The N ational Bible Society of Scotland cir
culated 3,031,618 Scriptures. A decrease of 
53,066.

The to ta l for the three societies was 11,903,136. 
A decrease of a little more th an  tw o million as 
com pared w ith the previous year.

T he lighting strength  of the nations has just 
been m ade public. It is as follows: Soviet 
Russia, 1,812,000 m en; England, 780,000 reg
ulars, bu t not counting the dom inions; Italy , 
773,000 m en; France, 583,000 m en; the United 
States, 565,000 m en; and G ermany 285,000 men. 
— The Watchman Examiner,

The Scotch are not the only th rifty  people. 
F rom  recent reports we learn th a t 8,000,000 p er
sons in the U nited States arc investors in  build
ing and loan associations, and they have to their 
credit $4,000,000,000. There are 58,000,000 de
positors with savings accounts in American banks, 
and nearly $30,000,000,000 to th e ir credit. Life 
insurance policies in force in the U nited States 
now to ta l about $112,000,000,00.— The W atch 
man Examiner.
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