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DEDICATION
This volume, which endeavors to show that the ex­

perience of heart holiness as a second definite work of grace 
is the “estate” lost in Eden, and made possible again to 
mankind by faith in the incarnation, atonement and resur­
rection of God’s Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, is affectionately 
dedicated to REV. BUD ROBINSON, who for so many 
years has beautifully exemplified in his life the graces of 
the experience of holiness of heart, and who has faithfully 
proclaimed the truth of it, leading countless thousands into 
its heavenly enjoyments.

By the Author.



PREFACE
Another book on holiness! Has not everything been 

said about that blessed Bible truth, that can possibly be 
put into print? Are writers not simply threshing old straw 
when they present again the lines of truth that converge to 
form the doctrine, and describe the experience of the second 
work of grace?

Perhaps this is true. But just as we need new sermons, 
and fresh discourses on important themes, in order that 
great truths may have the peculiar quality and flavor of 
the mind and heart through which they pass, so we need 
new books on holiness. We cannot have too many, or read 
too much, about so important a truth and so necessary an 
experience as heart purity. Inasmuch as the Holy Scrip­
tures declare that without it no man shall see the Lord, 
every person able clearly to express himself in writing 
should do his best to spread this needful spiritual possession 
by the printed page, as well as by the spoken word.

Another reason why more books on holiness should be 
written is, that some one will catch the special intellectual 
bent of one author, who will have missed the point ex­
pressed by some one else. If the message is inspired of the 
Holy Ghost, be assured some heart is waiting to be en­
lightened thereby.

That this effort shall help some soul to obtain and live 
the life of heart purity is the sole reason for the labor of 
its production. With an earnest prayer for the blessing of 
the Master to abide upon each earnest reader of its lines, 
this work is sent forth.

J. G. Morrison.
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Our Lost Estate
CHAPTER ONE

What was the Estate which we lost?
The Scriptures teach us that the human race was created 

by the fiat of God. From the dust of the earth, He sover­
eignly created a man. God’s breath became his life. Later, 
He took from that man’s side one of his bones and from it 
created the first woman. They were holy and innocent. 
In a beautiful garden, growing plentifully with fruits and 
nuts for their food, among which was also a tree that was 
called the “Tree of Life,” and another called the “Tree of 
the Knowledge of Good and Evil,” God placed this newly 
created pair. He beheld them there, and pronounced them 
“very good” (Gen. 1:31).

Just what God’s plans were for these beautiful human 
creatures, must be gathered from what He stated to them, 
after they had been installed in the garden. The Scrip­
tures declare that He blessed them and said: “Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl 
of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the 
earth” (Gen. 1:28). From this, we gather that some form of 
toil was to be their privilege, together with dominion over 
the earth, with family relations, and, from the “blessing” 
conferred and statements that God visited them from time 
to time, we infer that they enjoyed perfect fellowship with 
Him, and holy communion.
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1 0 OUR LOST ESTATE

There can be no doubt but that this first man and first 
woman were godlike in their appearance, and in their 
characters, for the Book declares that God created them 
“in his image.”

It is difficult for us in these days, when sin has had so 
many thousands of years’ sway over the population of the 
earth, even to imagine what the beauty and nobility were 
of that couple in the garden. All that we have ever looked 
upon in the way of human beings, are wrecks of the once 
glorious creation of God. These first creatures were 
beautiful, innocent and holy. They had never known the 
taint of sin. Their hearts had only known the presence of 
the Spirit of God. Their imaginations had never been 
darkened by evil thoughts, and they had no heredity with 
which to be blighted. Hatred had never heated their blood, 
nor fear blanched their faces, or affected their heart beat. 
No weakness marred their bodies’ beauty, no poison 
checked their blood’s rich flow. No pain had shot athwart 
their nerves, and no taxing toil had warped bone or muscle 
from its divine symmetry. No pain or worry or care had 
furrowed their brows, or racked their brains with anxiety. 
There they were, fresh as the full blown roses at their feet, 
and god-like, as their Maker would be, were He flesh. 
Innocence beamed from every virgin glance of their eyes, 
and holiness made rich abode within their breasts.

Although they were to subdue the earth, and have 
dominion over it, which implies toil, yet we caimot under­
stand that it was to be anything like the grinding, sweat­
ing, exhausting service that the race has known since sin 
came into the world. Some kind of employment, some 
kind of toil, be it suitable and enjoyable, is a divine privi­
lege. Work is far from being a curse, if one is not com­
pelled to labor beyond his strength or time, and is not



WHAT WAS THE ESTATE W HICH WE TOST? 11

goaded to it with fear and compulsion. Indeed, in many 
ways it is one of the greatest blessings that can come to 
one, and to the healthy human is often a sheer joy. But the 
kind of work that this weary, sinful old world has known, 
for the most part, under the grinding, goading, nerve-ex­
hausting, brain paralyzing pressure of slavery, or poverty, 
or military necessity, or a thousand other burdens, is a 
million times removed from the happy, leisurely toil, out in 
the open air, naming the animals, plucking the luscious 
fruits, weaving a bower of twigs and leaves for nightly 
shelter from the dews, that we may well suppose was the 
lot of the innocent inhabitants of the Garden of Eden. The 
animals knew no ferocity, but were tame with divine placid­
ity. There were no scorching suns, nor freezing winds. 
No storms; no lightning flash laden with death; no earth­
quake to swallow its shuddering victims; no simoons; no 
dashing ocean wave clutching at a suffocated throat; no 
prowling bandits with hands of violence; no shrieks and 
woes and distress of a city; no scream of bullet; no flash 
of murderous knife; no wrecks of commerce, bank, or 
trade; no siren fire whistle with its midnight conflagration 
and ruin or explosion of death-dealing bomb. Their toil 
was a pleasure; their care of the Garden and animals a 
delight; their food plentifully supplied at hand; their joy 
in one another’s company perfect; their rest sweet and 
dreamless.

God evidently planned for them some sort of continued 
family life. They were happy in a perfect mutual affec­
tion, their imited interests brought joy the livelong day. 
There was no danger; no fear; no regrets; no remorse; no 
repining; no burdens to pursue them to repose; no care to 
drive sleep from their eyes. They were happy; they had 
every need supplied; contentment filled their hearts; their
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desires were all gratified; there were no sickness, aches, 
pains or illness. So far as we can gather from the entire 
record, there was to be no death. Very probably, God in­
tended that there was to be no old age, as we know it now. 
Children were to be bom without pain, and grow up to an 
ever youthful manhood. Eternal youth; eternal beauty; 
eternal health; eternal life; it was all theirs!

If any of our readers object to this picture as being too 
easy, too soft, too indulgent, to be desirable, let us remind 
him that just such a goal is the very one that all science, all 
philanthropy, all schemes of government, trade and trades 
unions, commerce and labor, are seeking for. The world 
is endeavoring to secure the very Eden blessedness that is 
depicted in the first chapter of Genesis as being the lot of 
the first pair in the garden, before they fell. But the world 
is endeavoring to secure it without God. It is feverishly 
following science, and philosophy, and mechanics, and in­
ventions, preparing for itself a better world, as it supposes. 
But, as long as the world leaves out the solution of the sin 
question, it will have the very thing in its so-called better 
world that still will ruin it.

Another divine empowerment that was accorded to the 
first man and the first woman was dominion. Just how 
this was to be exercised, it is difficult to say. But happy 
authority over plant life and animal life was conferred upon 
them by their Creator. This would surely prove to be an­
other source of interesting employment. What a wonderful 
garden of wonderful possibilities, was given by this won­
derful Creator, to this wonderful new creation called man!

But we have only just begun to enumerate the values 
of the “estate” that was theirs. Think of the daily com­
munion and happy fellowship that they had with God. All 
that Moses in the mount, or Elijah at the brook Cherith, or
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Daniel meditating in the lion’s den, or praying upon the 
banks of the river Hiddekel, or David under the open sky 
at evening thrumming his harp and singing Messianic 
psalms, or St. John on Patmos isle, or St. Paul caught up 
to the third heaven, or Savonarola amid the passion of 
popular public discourse, or Fenelon in nightly meditation, 
or Madam Guyon singing to the dripping walls of her prison, 
or George Fox, or John Wesley, or John Fletcher, or any­
one else ever knew of the joys of God, and the benedictions 
of hallowed friendship, and the presence of the Creator were 
all theirs, and, we confidently believe, infinitely more! God 
talked with them, as with a familiar friend, in the cool of 
the day. They had no sin; they had no carnality; they 
had no hereditary weaknesses; they had no lust in their 
blood or poison in their veins; perfect joy, perfect light, 
perfect holiness, perfect innocence, perfect emotion swelled 
their breasts as they fellowshipped the great Creator I 
Tender melting love animated them, while the sweet fire of 
the Divine Presence filled their beings! What an “estate” 
they had! If they had given God the obedience that He 
had a right to expect, that “estate” would have been per­
petual. And their “estate” had it been handed down, 
would have been ours. When they lost their “estate” they 
also lost us our “estate.” When they fell, we fell.

“Oh, what a fall was that, my countrymen!
Then you, and I, and all of us, fell down.”

This beautiful pair lost this wondrous “estate.” They 
lost, through sin, the garden with its fruits, and its Tree of 
Life. They lost the joy and the happiness and the leisurely 
toil. Storms burst in upon them where calm had been. 
The very beasts went mad with ferocity, and inaugurated 
the bloody orgy of relentless reprisal. The lightnings fell
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and the pitiless rains poured down, where before had been 
the gentle dews. Instead of a beneficent Creator blessing 
and fellowshipping with them in the cool of the day, there 
was an avenging angel with a drawn sword barring the 
way to the Tree of Life. Innocence gone, holiness gone, 
dominion gone, God gone! With guilty hearts, with fear- 
racked brains, with carnality eating into the vitals of their 
souls, with bodies clothed in the reeking skins of slain 
beasts, they flee, hand in hand, from the beautiful garden, 
now wrecked by their sin, and face briars, thorns, pain, sor­
row, the curse of God, the guilt of remorse, and the stony 
paths of a sin-ruined world. They had lost their “estate.” 
They had lost our “estate.”

Does the reader express wonderment, that so great a 
calamity could result from such a seemingly insignificant 
offense? The chief answer to that must ever be that human 
beings are illy constituted for determining the awful conse­
quences, or the needful deserts, of a sin against God. Our 
birth into sin, and close connection with sin, and unhappy 
experiences with it, though now we are saved from it, dis­
qualify us from passing judgment on the value of even the 
smallest offense. We have been warped and twisted by 
sin, our contact with it, and visions of it, till we have lost 
our sense of its just deserts, and the relation that it bears 
to all other matters. We can only accept the Eden catas­
trophe as it stands, transcending human reason and ex­
perience, and admit that a seemingly small disobedience to 
God was enough to wreck a world, throw all life, vegetable, 
animal and human, out of its divine orbit, and entail a 
universe of misery upon all its inheritors.

Does it seem to be imfair, that subsequent generations 
should be involved in the sin and fall of the first pair? We 
can only reply by saying that the same law is still in effect.
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and that pre-natal influence dictates much of weal or woe 
in the lives of people today. Neither can we lay the whole 
blame, today, upon the tragical disobedience of our first 
parents. While the woeful results are still visited upon us, 
nevertheless, while we come into this world with a bias 
toward evil, we also come with an ability not to yield to it 
if we but choose not to do so. The same calamitous, tragi­
cal occurrence that took place in the Garden of Eden, takes 
place today in the life of every human being, when he 
reaches the years of accountability. While the choice to­
ward sin is easier for us each to make, than would have been 
the choice toward God and righteousness, nevertheless, not 
one of us is compelled to take it, and in the last analysis, 
each one, finally, deliberately, chose, just as Eve did, to 
take the disobedient course. At the threshold of the adult- 
age of each human being, there is again re-enacted the 
tragedy of the Garden. Hence, it ill-becomes any of us, 
to sit by and repine at Eve’s fatal choice, when, despite 
that choice, we might have escaped, had we not been guilty 
of making the same choice that she did.

The question of why God created the human race, when 
His foreknowledge apprized Him that it would choose the 
wrong, and refuse the right, is shrouded in the mystery of 
omniscience. To the average thinker, looking back over the 
long record of world misery, woe, suffering and ruin, and the 
inevitable damnation of countless millions, it all seems to 
be incomprehensible; and it appears inexplicable that God 
should have created them in the first place. However, this 
writer, though unable to throw a ray of light upon it, or to 
satisfy his own reasoning powers with any suitable explana­
tion, nevertheless, has a profound conviction that when the 
segment of God’s dealings that we can behold, and slightly 
comprehend, is fitted into the rest of the circle of His
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achievements, many of which we cannot comprJe , 
will find that His ways were just and perfect, and that the 
Tudee of all the earth has always done wisely and right. 
We can trust Him, where we cannot trace Him, and believe 
Him where we cannot understand.

The tragical fate, however, of the first experience of the 
human race with sin, carries with it, to the ^
most appalling warning. When so great a catastrophe, 
involving not only themselves, but all ammate and inani­
mate creation, and including unborn generations to the 
latest hour of the world’s history, could result from one 
disobedience to God, what a fearful effect, though hidden 
from our eyes, must every sin that is ever committed, carry
in its wake!

We feel certain that Christians.bave.loa hghtly-esteemed
sin. Secure, as we fancy ourselves to be, under the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, we do not hate and abhor suf­
ficiently the dread monster that effected all this rum. Some­
times, God’s children toy with sin, and just skim the sin line 
in their daily living. Sometimes they break over A at line 
a bit and then recover themselves by penitence and prayer. 
Often the whole lives of some Christians are a constant zig­
zag first over the line for a few hours, or it may be mo­
ments and then back to forgiveness and reclamation; thence, 
in a few weeks, to be over the line again. Some never have 
acquired a genuine abhorrence for the awful Aing that 
brought the fearful collapse to the “good” creation of t te  
good God. Some live for years with a bit of regret stirring 
their hearts because of the “pleasures of sin” that they 
were compelled to give up, in order to be saved. One of 
the great needs of this present hour is a m i^ ty  tide of 
hatred for sin to sweep the Christian church. What a 
gracious effect a tidal wave of sin-abhorrence would have
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upon the rank and file of God’s militant army in this world. 
What clearing of the mind from semi-sinful thoughts. What 
frenzied steeling of the soul against the subtle chill and 
coolness of sin’s approach. What cultivating of holy fires, 
to drive away the fatal damps that indicate the unseen 
presence of the enemy of God and man. What tender 
watchings of one another, that we might assist in avoiding 
the proximity, of that which proved so fatal to the perfect 
world that God had placed in the keeping of the first pair. 
What a ministry, a mighty wave of sin-detestation would 
generate. With freedom from the secular affairs of the 
world, and leisure to devote oneself to the affairs of the 
Kingdom of God, which is the privilege of the ministry, 
what agonizings before the throne of God such a sense of 
hatred for sin would bring. How ministers would cultivate 
the intense presence of God. How they would watch their 
own hearts and lives. How they would travel from door to 
door among their people and pray and exhort the members 
of their flock. How they would fast and pray, and agonize 
over a backslider. How they would yearn over him, and 
“hate the sin that made him mourn,” and exercise their 
faith, till Christ again was formed in him. How seriously 
they would meet and mingle with one another. With sin’s 
awfulness staring them in the face, and with an avenging 
Adversary on their heels with uplifted weapons of destruc­
tion, and with a consciousness of the brevity of time, its 
golden moments slipping through their leisurely fingers, 
and with the hour of death swiftly approaching, to end all 
opportunity of labor for their lost and dying fellows, they 
would not, we apprehend, speirf them time in idle jest, or 
^nseless repartee, or inane b^ter^ oFusSess badinage, but 
injpfayeritnd"sen6us ĉ ^̂  ̂ of their powers of useful-, 
niess, they would feKow^ip one aK and cheer each
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Other on, as fellow soldiers meeting for a moment m the 
lull of the conflict, encourage one another again to attack 
the foe. And how such a minister would preach! Much of 
the lack of interest in delivered discourse is because the 
preacher feels no impending crisis weighing down his heart, 
no moments freighted with life or death tugging at his soul. 
But if he possessed a heart crushed beneath a sei^e of ab­
horrence for sin, with visions of its assault upon the people 
for whom he must give an account, with certain knowledge
oftentimes, that the fell monster has,  ̂°
off some of the dear lambs of his flock he would wait for 
the hour of preaching like soldiers wait for the “ ro hour 
in times of battle, he would mount his pulpit with a toob 
of agony trembling in his breast, he would preach ^  a 
dying man, to dying men.” He could not be uninteresting 
if he would. No man bowed w iA jh Q jg o n x J iL ^ a ^  
hour, and speaking the truth of God with the H o ly ^ ^ t
sent down from heaven, can fail to move human hearts.
Again there would sweep over the Church the days o 
mighty preaching. A mighty preacher is one who is pos­
sessed of a mighty, throbbing, burning, burden^me mes­
sage, and in pain to be delivered. Then, plow-boys, a 
sans, sheep-herders, shoe-clerks, soldiers, business men, any­
body, can do mighty preaching. Then, again, would ro 
the tide of marvelous revivals. Not one week campaign , 
nor two week efforts; but prolonged, interesting, vital, be­
witching, fervent garnering times from a white harvest field.

Oh that now, we might have such a wave of sin-abhor­
rence possess God’s people. That now it m\gbt be^J in 
you, reader, as we trust it has already begun in the writer 
of these lines. Let us precipitate it m the 
Master, who, because of His hatred for it, went through 
Gethsemane and Golgotha, in His combat with it.



CHAPTER TWO

How the Estate Was Lost
In the story of the tares, in St. Matthew, the house­

holder is made to remark, when he heard that the tares 
were springing up in the midst of his field, “An enemy hath 
done this.” Consequently, when we ask how the beautiful 
garden came to be ravished, and the god-like pair induced 
to sin, and the happy, holy scene turned into death and 
destruction, the reply is, an enemy did it.

Satan, who ruined the scene, and tempted the holy man 
and holy woman to follow him into evil, had not always 
been a devil. There was a time when he was an immacu­
late, holy, spotless angel of light. He once bore the name 
of Lucifer, the interpretation of which is “Light-Bearer.” 
Just what special office he filled among the angelic hosts, is 
beside the point, but we have reason to believe that he was 
an archangel, and among the very highest of all God’s 
created intelligences. But he fell into sin. What it was 
that ruined him, no man can say. What powerful tempta­
tion overcame him, it is impossible, accurately to state. 
A guess at it, is all that is allowed us. The Bible intimates 
that it was pride. His very position, power, wisdom and 
beauty, very probably led to his undoing. He seems to 
have gotten possession of the idea that he could rule in 
God’s stead. Some have supposed that he had been placed 
in charge of the earth before his fall, as a sort of guardian 
angel, and, that that was what led him so promptly back 
to it, after his break with God. Others have supposed that

1 9
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he had been required to pay homage to the newly mani­
fested Son of God, before even the world was created, and 
that he refused, and this led to his rupture with the Creator. 
At all events, we do know that he fell. Wheri he fell, he 
lost all his holiness, all his beauty, all his angelic dominion. 
He seems, however, to have retained his intellectuality 
when he went into exile from heaven.

Just where he remained between his fall and the crea­
tion of man, it is impossible to say. However, we do know 
that he was early on the earth scene. There is a notion, 
current among some religious leaders, that the chief purpose 
that God had in creating man was to confer upon the huimn 
race the positions made vacant by the fallen angels, after 
He had carefully tested mankind out under a probationary 
scheme. Whether this can be given any credit or not, we 
do not know. What we do know, is that the speedy tempta­
tion of the human pair, by this great fallen angel, lends 
some color to the theory. As though Satan had looked upon 
this god-like pair, and soliloquized thus: “So this is the 
being that is to have my place? Well, we will see about 
that. Maybe I can devilize him, just as I have myself, and 
lead him to worship me instead of God.”

At all events, it looks as though that was what he did. 
He carefully surveyed the field and planned his attack. 
He shrewdly guessed, that unless he captured the woman, 
it would be time wasted to capture the man, for she would 
re-capture her husband. But if he did succeed in getting 
her, she would carry the man with her, and in that way he 
would have them both. Satan avoided Adam, and seems not 
to have had any direct contact with him. But he ap­
proached Eve. With a subtlety and finesse that commands 
our every respect, he brought his attack to bear upon the 
most vulnerable and vital spot in her armor. He attacked
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her faith. God had freely granted to this human couple 
the use of every tree in the garden except one, and that 
was the “Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.” It was 
not God’s original plan, apparently, to confer that sort of 
ability upon His creatures, and he had forbidden them to 
touch the fruit of that tree. In doing so. He had assured 
the children of His creative hand, that in the day that they 
should eat thereof, they should surely die.

When Satan approached Eve, evidently disguised as a 
knowing creature of the Garden, called a serpent, but no 
doubt far different from the creatures that we now know 
by that designation, for this one could speak, he artfully 
insinuated that God had not told her the truth. If he did 
not deliberately declare that God had lied, he did intimate 
that God had concealed part of the truth from herself and 
her husband. In other words, he implanted a doubt in her 
mind against God. The ruse succeeded, and she entertained 
that doubt. Satan had assured her that God knew that she 
and her husband, if they ate of the forbidden tree, would 
not really die, but that, rather, they would be wise, and 
actually take their places alongside of God, in wisdom. 
Fortified with the discovery, as she supposed, that God had 
purposely misinformed them, she visited the Tree. With a 
doubt in her heart, as to God’s word about it, and with 
faith in that of Satan, she took the fruit, ate it, and later, 
just as Satan had predicted, induced her husband also to 
partake of it.

The deed was done. They had disobeyed God. Doubt, 
as it always does to this day, had broken the connection 
between them and God, and slowly they lost their god-like­
ness, their innocence, their beauty, their holiness, their 
peace of mind, their happiness. It can be well asserted, 
that from that moment, they began to die. But for God’s



2 2 OUR LOST ESTATE

subsequent hand of restraint, providing a way for them to 
continue to live, though sinners, they would have sunk to 
their physical graves, and their doomed spirits would have 
entered the abode of their Tempter.

The awfulness of their fall was not only measured by 
what they lost, but also by what they had, so to speak, 
gained. They had, indeed, lost holiness, innocence and 
peace, and to their horror and woe, they had gained stn 
and carnality. Their hearts that had never known hate, 
now began to bum with that flame from hell. There can 
be no question but that they immediately began to quarrel. 
Adam’s language in laying the whole blame onto his wife, 
is proof that they had charged one another venomously 
about it, soon after they realized that God’s word was true, 
and that death was slowly congealing their veins.

Their bodies were affected. Aches, pains, and weariness 
took possession of them. Organs, that had hitherto been 
perfect, now refused to function. They bepn to wither 
and grow old. Death had begun, and though it was divinely 
stayed till many years later, yet it eventually claimed them, 
and has claimed every child of the race from that day o 
this. Look, and you will see in the face of every adult 
human, some marks of approaching death. . , , ,

Their minds were affected. The ability to think clearly, 
intuitively and logically, was lost, and the wa^ed, ha^, 
illogical condition set in, that has compelled afl maiikind 
ever to learn, and never to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. Fear clutched their hearts. It was the first fear they 
had known. They were afraid of God—they h ^  dis­
obeyed Him, and were now reaping the results that He had 
warned them of. They were ashamed of themselves. They 
saw their own nakedness, and now comprehended its shame 
and sought pitifully to cover themselves with improvised



HOW THE ESTATE WAS LOST 23

loin cloths made of leaves. Their world around them began 
to change. It went topsy turvy. Their peaceful animal 
neighbors suddenly went wild with blood lust and carnage, 
while the guilty authors of it, slunk fearfully away from 
the ferocious creatures, and sought concealment among the 
forest trees. The fruits on which they had so comfortably 
lived, disappeared midst storm and earthquake, and hunger 
stared them in the face. God sought them in their sullen, 
fear-struck hiding place. Instead of the blessings of a 
pleased Creator, they cowered beneath a withering curse. 
He robed them in skins, taken reeking from the slain beasts, 
and expelled them from the Garden, commanding an angel 
to prevent their eating of the Tree of Life, which, appar­
ently, they had not touched, hitherto. Their hearts were 
dark with crime, sorrow, remorse, hatred of God, hatred of 
one another, and slowly there sunk into their souls, that 
principle of sin, that “flesh nature” discussed in St. Paul’s 
Roman letter; that “old man” which he mentions in Colos- 
sians and Ephesians; that “superfluity of naughtiness” of 
St. James; that “sin which doth so easily beset us,” of 
Hebrews; that “when I do good, evil is present with me,” 
of the seventh of Romans; that “filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit;” that nature, that has been the basis of all crime, all 
hatred, all evil, all war, all lust, all malice, all murder, all 
theft, all brutality, all vice, all false religions, all pollution 
from that day till the present. That has made the earth 
run red with blood, that has burned and ravaged, and 
rioted, and enslaved, and carried the incendiary’s torch, and 
the murderer’s dagger, and the hater’s poison, and the tale­
bearer’s defamation, and created the false priest and the 
pseudo prophet, and planted superstition, and inaugurated 
the inquisition, and destroyed little children, and devised 
the caste system, and produced the child widows, and robbed
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heaven, and populated hell, and defamed God, and cruci­
fied Jesus Christ. Carnality!

Implanting carnality was the devil’s master stroke. Per­
sonal sins cannot be inherited, but carnality is handed on 
from father to son. Personal sins can be forgiven, but 
carnality is not susceptible to forgiveness, nor to control, 
nor to law, nor to custom, but breaks out anywhere, and 
anytime, and harks back at once to its mighty sataiiic pro­
genitor, and the deeds of its father will it do. By innocu- 
lating the soul-stuff of our first parents with the virus of 
carnality, Satan insured the perpetuation of sin. By this 
means, he pledged the sinfulness of even a godly parent’s 
offspring. He defiled the race to be.

The deadliness of carnality has not been sufficiently 
emphasized even by the holiness people. Like some kinds of 
gas used by the world war combatants, it can neither be 
seen, smelled nor tasted. The only evidence of its presence 
was when men began to cough, look pale, breathe with 
difficulty, wither up, and die. So with carnality. Often­
times, its presence is difficult to detect. It simulates many 
human characteristics that are virtues. It lies silent and 
unfelt sometimes in the soul. Only when the test comes, 
does its presence become known. Then it reveals itself 
with terror. Only to those who are expert in dealing with 
it, is it easily detected. It produces a strange languor in 
prayer, a weakness in testimony, a hesitance in service, a 
disposition to look for something other than the fiery spirit 
of God with which to operate the activities of the Church. 
It creates a stingy attitude toward giving, and a longing for 
the comforts and flesh pots of this world.

The true child of God ought ever to be on his guard 
against it. He should turn the flaming Spirit of God upon 
any thing, that remotely appears like an evidence of this
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old carnal nature, that like an acetylene torch, it may burn 
every trace of it away. To be free from all carnality is the 
greatest cleansing fact that a holy Christianity can know. 
It is well worth your vigilance. Your time cannot be spent 
to better advantage than to search carefully through your 
heart, ascertaining whether all carnality has been removed. 
There can be no greater joy than to know to a certainty, 
that at last it is all gone. Then, the last citadel of the old 
enemy who ruined Eden is overthrown, and the soul is ready 
as far as the sin question is concerned, to meet God.

We fear that even the holiness ministry has not studied 
with sufficient care, into this dread inheritance, this moral 
corruption, called “inbred-sin.” This is what makes the 
Adamic fall such a calamity, such an amazing catastrophe. 
When the sin principle was generated in the hearts of the 
guilty pair in the garden, it entered into the very fabric of 
the soul, and became an item for transmission to posterity. 
Then began the serpent’s trail. It flared out in the heart 
of Cain, and the first born human child became the first 
to jmbriie his hands in his brother’s blood. The first soul 
to enter the eternal world, there to await the Resurrection 
and the Judgment, was sent there by an assassin’s club, and 
was a victim of the out-break of carnality. Since that 
historic crime, ages ago, the stream of murdered men, 
women and little children, victims all, of the uncontrolled, 
lawless spirit of inbred-sin, has increased to a dark, bloody, 
turbulent tide, that now flows from Asia, Africa, Europe 
and the Americas in one constant hideous river. Poison, 
knife, exploding weapon, bludgeon, halter, infanticide, frat­
ricide, uxorcide, patricide, matricide, suicide, homicide; 
and then, a sudden, unusual outbreak of carnality occurs, 
and men gather in regiments, battalions, brigades and 
armies, and with bomb, machine gun, poison gas, heavy
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cannon, and bayonets; with stealthy approach, mine and 
counter-mine, heavy bombardment, open struggle, charge 
and counter-charge, swell the vast number of stricken souls 
that annually ascend to the bar of God, into a colossal 
deluge, as black-faced with hate, hoarse with animosity, 
and ferocious with anger, they kill and kill, and kill! till 
the intermediate abode swarms with souls, hot and bloody 
from earth’s battle fields. What is the animus and occasion 
of war—CARNALITY!

Why do not preachers preach against it more? They 
often mention it, but seem for the most part to give it a 
semi-harmless caste, as though it emanated from some 
sprite, or mischievous fairy. Seldom do we hear a preacher 
takp the mask off this dread inheritance of the race and 
paint it as it is, the first-born and chief offspring of the 
devil. Sometimes, holiness people tolerate this hideous 
thing for years, all the while professing to be sanctified 
wholly, because they do not know the hidden movings, the 
secret workings of this racial depravity. Oh, would that 
the ministry would uncover it! Would that they unsheathed 
sharp swords against it! Would that its evidences might 
become the theme of prayer meeting exhortation and pulpit 
utterance. Would that skilled penmen took brief against it, 
and painted its horrible ancestry, its fearful history, and the 
bloody tribute under which now it lays the race. Would 
that periodicals published within the church, for the min­
istry, laity, young people or children, would utter frequeiit 
pronouncements on its symptoms, its subtlety, its deadli­
ness, its ruinous effect upon spirituality, and the absolute 
certainty that God can never admit it into heaven. Would 
that the laity, aroused by the need of the present times, 
would demand of its ministry more frequent pulpit efforts 
along the line of this age-long foe, that they would urge a
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similar need upon our editors and contributors, that they 
would denounce this inbred menace in prayermeeting, and 
in Sunday school class, in order that the whole church might 
put on her beautiful garments of holiness, and freed from 
the corruption of carnality might shine forth “bright as the 
sun, fair as the moon, and terrible as an army with banners” 
(Solomon’s Song 6:10).

The possibility of a full deliverance from it, will be 
discussed in future chapters, but we can anticipate enough 
here, to say that nothing so honors the atoning blood of 
Jesus Christ, nothing will be more pleasing to God the 
Father, God the Son, or God the Holy Ghost, as to secure 
complete and utter cleansing from it, and nothing will more 
enhance the influence of any Christian man or minister than 
to live day by day beyond the touch and tarnish of this 
depraved nature.

Who will unite in a crusade against carnality? Who 
will accept the odium of leading an assault against this in­
trenched foe? As long as it blocks the path of the believer, 
his return to the possession of the “lost estate” is barred. 
Indeed, the lost estate is holiness. Carnality is unholiness. 
Consequently, this is the great brass gate and the frowning 
wall, with which our adversary, the devil, would guard 
against our recovery of that estate. Who will resolutely, 
by the help of God, assault the walls? Who will crash the 
gate? These times, in spiritual circles, demand heroic souls. 
They need men and women who will not count their lives 
dear unto themselves, that they may be able to obtain a 
holy heart, and lead others into the same gracious posses­
sion.

The times call for a ministry that will be devoted to one 
thing, and that is the generation of a holy pec l̂e. Men 
and women who will /ace poverty, with a smile, wear shabby
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garments if need be, take the small churches and ride the 
rough circuits; who will subdue kingdoms, obtain promises, 
stop the mouths of lions, quench the violence of the flames 
of public contempt, despise the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness be made strong, wax valiant in fight, turn to flight 
the armies of the enemy and accept tortures not accepting 
deliverance in order to plant the Kingdom of Holiness!

The same great Captain that led the gathering of the 
clans around the Sea of Galilee, and who later gathered a 
mightier host around the Mediterranean sea, and after that, 
secured a still greater following around the Atlantic ocean, 
is now marshaling His armies around the Pacific! Jesus is 
His name! Holiness is His Kingdom! Who volunteers?



CHAPTER THREE

Can the Lost Estate Be Recovered?

It is admitted on all hands, except among the evolu­
tionists, that man is a fallen creature. Evolutionists allege 
that man “fell up,” whatever senseless conception that may 
be. But their theory, that man and all else in the universe, 
has slowly evolved through the millenniums from nothing to 
what we now see, is so absurd, so xmtenable, so without a 
shred of real evidence; so plainly a theory adopted for the 
purpose of getting rid of one’s personal accountability to 
God, so clearly a bid for escaping the conventional require­
ments of morality and decency, as to become dowmight 
preposterous and laughable, but for the astounding fact 
that it is seriously held and taught by supposedly sober, 
thinking men. For anyone with a grain of concern for his 
own soul, or the souls of his fellow creatures, evolution has 
long ceased to be even worth considering. It is the wildest 
kind of a scientific nightmare that resolves facts into dis­
torted unrealities, and paints the dream-world of its devotees 
with the phantoms of its own insane desires. Were it not 
being disseminated in the schools and colleges of the land, 
it ought not to give spiritually minded men any more con­
cern than a fairy story.

Mankind has been infinitely greater, better, and holier 
than we now know him to be. This is the teaching of the 
Bible. This is corroborated by the ancient traditions of the 
Egyptians, Chaldeans, Greeks and Romans. To this idea, 
comes reinforcement from the scientific horticulturists.

2 9
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They declare that all fruits and grains give internal ca­
dence” of having been bigger and better than we now find 
them. They even state that weeds were at one tme gram 
or fruit producing plants. Luther Burbank, who, while he 
was alive, could hardly be classed as  ̂ Christian or eve 
remotely as a believer in Biblical truth, has stated tha 
fruits were once, in his judgment, twice or thnce the size 
and lusciousness that they now are; that the 
of plants vegetables, fruits and flowers, under his seemng 
m a &  hand, was but the return,
tion, of these growing things, to the condition tb t̂ ^  y 
once possessed. The cultivation, breeding and development 
of animals would seem to teach the same thing The wor d 
is a fallen planet. The animal world and the vegetable 
Sorld are fdlen. Man is fallen. We realize ^ at m^y 
think that his advance in civilization is a proof to the con 
trary. They point out the upward march of the ^ce from 
primitive barbarism to civilization, and declare that &e 
?ace is slowly evolving, and will eventually reach a high ^ d  
perfect stage. We are sure that unless they r^^te^e  
Lension of the race to the second coming of our ^rd  
that their reasoning is incorrect. History shows J^ t̂ the 
race has many times risen, and again collapsed, 
present day civilization is not the only one that^e race has 
Liown. To be sure, it is the only one that has had ^ e  
benefit of Christianity, and that is the very reason it has 
risen to the heights that it now enjoys. But other advances 
failed because of the fact that the sin question was never 
solved. In all its advance, the very seeds of dipolution and 
collapse were still retained. The thing that ruined the race 
in the first place, that is sin, was still left m each ciyilira- 
tion that arose, and ere long that fact brought again the 
ruin from which it had been lifted. In the present day
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civilization the race has had the benefit of Christianity. 
But there is every sign just now that, largely speaking, the 
modem world is rejecting the very thing that has made this 
civilization greater than the ones that preceded it. The 
Holy Trinity and the Holy Bible are being rejected, flouted, 
laughed at, and ignored. The solution of the sin question, 
that had taken place in the hearts of a considerable number 
of the people of the last few generations, is now being 
tabooed, sneered at, and kept from the hearts and minds of 
the rising generation. There can be no other consequence 
than collapse. Already the signs of it are at hand. The 
world war would never have broken out, but for evolution 
and modernism. It was the teaching of the modem uni­
versities that precipitated the bloodiest four years, the most 
hideous slump back toward the savagery of barbarism, that 
the world has known since Jesus Christ was born in Bethle­
hem. The only safety, the only salvation, the only hope, 
of the human race is in the teachings, the ethics, the stand­
ards and the experiences of the religion of Jesus Christ. 
Whenever the race to any considerable extent, embraces 
these, it begins to climb. Whenever it ignores, evades, 
derides and rejects these, then it begins the same decline 
that it has witnessed times without number in other ages. 
It is now on the down grade. It approaches another col­
lapse!

Religiousness is one of the few universal characteristics 
of humanity. Man is a worshiping being. Every man, 
woman or child has something to which he pays homage 
in a religious way. Just because the thing they worship is 
not connected with a church may cause them to insist that 
they are not religious, but nevertheless they are. Many 
people are most religious when they claim irreligion. How­
ever, of all the religions of the world, of all the objects of
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worship in all the earth, with gods many and lords many, 
with every human being paying homage in his heart to some 
object of veneration or worship, there is but one among 
them all that offers, or claims, or proposes to solve the sin 
question. None of the great outstanding religions offers to 
solve it. None of the new, modern, up-to-date religions 
offers to solve it. Each religion (save one) passes the sin 
problem by, and seeks to secure the homage and devotion 
of its worshipers without touching that absorbing question. 
Indeed, each one of these religions promises to save a person 
in his sins, but none of them offers to save him jrom his 
sins.

It is the unique distinction of the religion of Jesus Christ 
to make the claim that it will, if its conditions are met, 
actually save a person jrom his sins! It seems to this writer 
that this unique claim, if it can be proved that such is veri­
fied by facts, is the strongest proof, for the divinity of the 
system of religion that is called Christianity, that can be 
found. Let us briefly review the alleged facts of Christian­
ity, and then examine frankly into the above remarkable 
claim.

Let the reader remember, that after the sin of our first 
parents in the Garden of Eden, God was confronted 
with a desperate situation—a self perpetuating race that 
was morally ruined, and cursed with an especially danger­
ous, devilish, inwrought principle of sin, called carnality. 
This race was inhabiting a world that was in confusion from 
the same dread offense, and bearing a burden of more or 
less chaos. How to redeem a sinful being, and at the same 
time not put a premium on the sins that made him sinful, 
was the question, it seems certain, that occupied the mind 
of the Creator. In other words, ĥ w to save mankind, an^ 
at the_^ame. tin^, publish of spiritual intellb.
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gences God’s dread hatred of sin, and its fearful deserts, was 
fliFprobfenL

God’s first step was to put into effect a temporary ar-A 
rangement whereby sinners could be forgiven, and their need / 
of atonement referred on ahead, so to speak, to the ulti- j 
mate tribunal that was to provide for this. Through t}^ical I 
altars, offerings, and ceremonies, this temporary plan was ^  J

but the type. ___

was to begin an elaborate system of prophetic s 
concerning the culmination of His plan for restor 
redemption of the ruined race that He had on E 
He had already begun this, when He first disco 
guilty pair in the garden. At the moment of the 
agony of discovery, and crushed imder the awful ( 
outlined the punishment of the couple and that of their 
descendants, God had made an enigmatical promise that the j 
“seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s head” (Gen. 
3:15). From thence to the age of redemption’s culmina­
tion, He is constantly weaving into the doings and sayings 
of His chosen p e o p l e , thread of prophecy, much of which 
when read today, in the light of subsequent events, 
like the declaration of an eye witness.

He makes it clear that His redemption plan shall center 
around, and shall have its culmination in the person of a 
Man! As intimated above. He is to be peculiarly the “seed 
of the womag.” Woman who had been the chief offender, 
was to be the chief channel of honor in the restoration of

This temporary arrangement perfected, God’s
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the race to its lost position of holiness. From this brief 
prophetic utterance in the garden, God proceeds to indicate 
the nation through which the Redeemer is to come, the 
jamUy that shall be His line, the circumstances that shall 
indicate His near approach, the city  in which He shall be 
born. He also causes His various prophets to outline His 
character. He is to be divine: to be the deity Himself; to 
be God’s Soa; the government is toJb_ejiparLHis shoulder; 
Ife is to be called the “Prince of Peace;” His birth shall_^ 

I h ^  be the child of ^Jidrgin; He Jiall_ be 
rich, and yet H e  shall h e  lowly; He shall be a Hihg, and 
vet shall he cast out and rejected of men; through Him 
Sha11__a11 the nations of the earth be blessed. and^etJifi 
shall h e  a m an  of sorrows and acquainted with grief; He_ 
s@ f dwell in Nazareth, a d^pised village; cahed out of 
Egypt, a seemingly impossible Aing, and y t̂ He should sit 
upon thelhrone of His father David forever. But the most 
astonishing and unbelievable thing of all was that this 
mighty One was to be slain— p̂ut to death, and by that 
death He was to justify many— ând yet, astounding to 
relate, He was to live forever. Even some of the incidents 
of His life were prophetically revealed. He was to heal 
the sick, and bless the poor, and to ride, a lowly, humble 
figure, into Jerusalem upon a colt, the foal of an ass. He 
was after His death to lie in the donated tomb of a rich 
man, and yet live to govern His people forever, and issue 
the law from Zion’s hill.

Another step toward his marvelous redemption was 
tak p n  by the Creator, when He chose Abraham as the 
human channel through which He was to come. Then He 
expanded that family to a nation, and then narrowed it 
again to “David’s line.” The vicissitudes and changing 
fortunes of this family, this nation, and this “line,” are all
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meted out in providential manner so as to “prepare the way 
of the Lord, and to make His paths straight.”

God made additional preparation by means of nations 
outside of Israel. He exalted^jhe^_hau^^, stem-fared 
Roman nation, and gave them the rulership of the world. 
He brought its highways under their care, the ships of the 
sea He placed in their hands, the nations at their feet; and 
w^n the fateful hour of His Son’s advent drew n i^ ^ ^ re  
was an unusuaF cgm'rioting oh a freedom from
T^s, and a civilization that was in the grip of a nation that 
could maintain by force the peace of the world. All things 
were ready. It was the fulness of time. The hour ap­
proaches. The clock of destiny is about to strike.

An angel from heaven wings his way to the humble home 
of a Jewish priest, Zacharias by name in the “hill country” 
of Judea, and the announcement to him and his wife Eliza­
beth, of the birth of the great forerunner of Jesus Christ 
was made. Six months later, another angel left the court 
of the skies and apprised the virgin Mary, that she had been 
selected as the mother of Him that was to bring redemption 
to the descendants of Adam, who lost it for himself and us 
in the first days of creation.

And now there unrolls before the reader one of the most 
singular and astounding tales that has ever been heard. Its 
familiarity has robbed it of much of its amazing wonder­
ment. Here in the walks of earth’s human race appears a 
strange Being. He is human in every outward appearance, 
and lives as do his fellow men, and yet grows more and 
more strange and wonderful to the gaze and the thought of 
those with whom He lived. He was poor. He never had, 
so far as the record shows, a penny of money all His adult 
life. He lived on the chance charity of any who might
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invite Him in. He walked all His life, except for one short 
ride, on which occasion He fuelled a noted propheĉ ^  The 
d'Sciription of HiTappearMiorhas not been handed down, 
but His character and teachings are fairly well recorded 
in a small volume called the New Testament. He was ever 
different from everyone else. Others struggled for cojnforts 
S^TriSe^He preferred poverty. Others wanLed. a home, 
He traveled the highway and slept in the mgiintn.m. 
s;niight. for the.prond opinion of their fellow_s. He courted 
nobody’s opinion but that of His “Father,” by which term 
He referred to God. Others were helpless in the presence 
of storms, but they subsided at His word. Others were 
fearful in the extreme of diseases, but those who were 
under the power of this dread enemy of mankind 
leaped into robust health at His approach. Others saw 
their friends succumb to death, but He mastered the 
grave whenever He saw fit. Others ignored and oppressed 
the poor, but He chose them for His companions and 
founded a Kingdom in which the poor are His prime minis­
ters. Others feared that the future would upset and ruin 
all their plans, but He planned for endless ages as though 
He governed the laws of futurity.

His teachings were the amazement of the day in which 
they were delivered, and it is not too much to say that the 
world has never realized or appreciated them to this day. 
His church which He founded has but a limited idea of their 
meaning, power and beauty.

He incurred the enmity of the Jewish cultured and lead­
ing classes. They resolved upon His death. He calmly 
predicted that to die was the very purpose for which He 
came into the world. He declared that that death would 
enable Him ultimately to draw all men unto Himself. Then
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follow His arrest, His mockery of a trial, while His shiver­
ing disciples stood by, or hid from sight. He is condemned, 
while never uttering a word of self defense. He is led out 
to die laden with His own cross, upon which the Romans, 
incited by the Jews, nailed Him. And there on Calvary’s 
hill He died, the sublimest spectacle of humility, love, for­
giveness and suffering. Three days later He rose from the 
dead, and His disciples began with boldness to proclaim that 
He was God’s Son, the long expected Messiah of the 
Hebrews. Soon He ascended bodily to heaven, and not long 
after, the waiting disciples were marvelously filled and en­
dowed by the coming of the Holy Spirit, and sallying forth 
they defied persecution, many of them even unto death, and 
preached a salvation from all sin in the name of this wonder- » 
ful Jesus who is called the Christ.

From the very outset, Jesus Christ taught that the chief 
purpose of His coming into this world was to solve the sin 
question. While He was soon acknowledged as the greatest 
preacher that had ever been seen or heard. He, himself, 
claimed that He had not come from heaven primarily to 
preach but to save men from sin. He was a noted and 
marvelous miracle worker, and a constant healer of the 
diseases that afflicted human bodies, yet He declared that 
He had not come primarily to heal men’s bodies, but to 
heal their souls of the plague of sin. To save from sin was 
His constant theme. To persuade men to accept such a 
salvation was His chief effort. We insist that His ability 
to do this, is His greatest claim to divinity.

His disciples quickly became known as holy men. They 
testified that they had been saved from sin. They alleged 
that He who had saved them, could save anyone who would 
fulfill the simple conditions. They declared that what had 
been lost in Adam, so far as the sin question was concerned.
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was restored in every one who would accept Jesus Christ 
as a Savior, and utterly trust His atoning blood. Indeed, 
these sacred writers use extreme terms when writing about 
this matter. St. Luke records the words of Zacharias to 
the effect that those who belong to Him may be delivered 
from their enemies and serve Him without fear in holiness 
and righteousness all the days of their lives (Luke 1.74- 
75). What greater enemy could exist than carnality? How 
could one serve Him in holiness, unless this interior enemy 
were destroyed? Another states that they had their hearts 
purified by faith in Him. Another declares that all who 
truly trust Him can be saved to the uttermost. While the 
great Apostle to the Gentiles asserts that this Jesus Christ 
not only died for sinners, but that He gave Himself to the 
Church that He might sanctify it, until it should be without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing.

The clear teaching of Scripture, and the clear harmony 
of the whole story of the lost estate of Eden, is to the 
effect that it can be, and is, restored in Jesus Christ. There 
are certain physical and mental restorations that await the 
morning of the resurrection day, but everything that per­
tains to the stain of sin, the pollution of sin, the guilt of 
sin, and the results of sin as it relates to our standing with 
God, is completely recovered from, through faith in the 
Victim that gave His life a ransom for us on Golgotha’s 
hill.

The “lost estate” has been recovered. Through faith in 
Jesus Christ our Lord, all sinners can find God’s full pardon 
for their sins. Through the deeper efficacy of His blood, all 
pardoned souls can find a cleansing from that inbred prin­
ciple of sin that underlies and is the basis of every sinful 
deed.
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What the first Adam lost, the second Adam has regained. 
Where sin abounded, grace doth now much more abound. 
Where the dreadful festering sore of sin existed, there the 
Balm of Gilead is applied and we have perfect healing. 
Where hatred and envy and selfishness found lodgment, now 
love abounds. Where Satan ruled, now Jesus Christ reigns 
in perfect love!



CHAPTER FOUR

THE PROCESS OF RECOVERY
Regeneration

How can a person be saved from sin? This is one of 
the greatest questions that has ever been asked. Upon its 
answer, so the Bible teaches, hangs the weal or woe of a 
conscious soul for eternity. It has profoundly affected 
human beings for ages. An answer to it has been sought 
in hundreds of different ways. Men have enacted extreme 
penalties upon themselves in their effort to obtain peace with 
the God whom they had offended. Superstition, witchcraft, 
necromancy, spiritism, and religious cults have been devel­
oped in an effort to find peace for the soul, and a sense of 
the favor of God. God has a simple, feasible, workable 
plan whereby a lost soul can find salvation, and an 
estranged heart may obtain rest with Him.

There are a few special characteristics that God’s plan 
must possess. Our familiarity with the account of how the 
estate was lost, is helpful in order for us to understand what 
we must possess when the estate is restored. For, in the 
last analysis, when salvation is complete, the race must have 
back all that Adam had before he fell. Indeed, the race 
may, and we believe that it shall, have more than he had, 
but at least it must have as much as he possessed. Other­
wise the enemy will have gained some sort of an advantage 
over God, and put something into effect, that He can never 
overcome. When the whole sin episode is finished, and 
the restored race is again inhabiting a renewed earth, the

4 0
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character of God requires that everything lost to man by 
the fall, must be fully restored.

The first characteristic of the redemption that God offers 
to a fallen race, is, therefore, a solution of the sin question 
in each person’s case. Any kind of a so-called salvation 
that makes an allowance for remaining sin cannot be the 
kind that God plans to bestow. His plan is never to save 
a man in his sins, but to save him from his sins. Such was 
the promise to Mary when first the angel broke the news 
to her that she was to be the mother of this mighty Savior. 
“Thou shalt call his name Jesus,” said the angel, “for he 
shall save his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21).

The second characteristic of a salvation that really 
saves, is a transformation of the moral and physical life of 
the candidate in order that he shall be enough like the 
Creator, so that he may live a life here below free from sin, 
and be comfortable with Him when he is called on to dwell 
with Him in heaven. Anything less than this would break 
up the whole plan. The original arrangement in Eden, 
called for a constant and habitual fellowship with God that 
would be absolutely intolerable if the candidate were not 
like Him. We must like what He likes, we must hate what 
He hates, and we must love Him and desire to enjoy His 
holy presence forever. Unless we can be like Him, this is 
unthinkable. The very thought of anyone with sin in his 
being, enjoying the burning, holy presence of God is in­
credible.

A third characteristic is service. A salvation that does not 
eventuate in service is spurious. The very ground work of 
salvation is missionary. God’s efforts to redeem the race 
were purely unselfish missionary efforts. The moment that 
the salvation of Jesus Christ begins to take effect in the 
heart of a candidate, he begins his life of service. Such a
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service cannot cease or salvation will cease. It is tireless 
and never ends. Death simply transfers its efforts to an­
other sphere.

When we inquire how these characteristics are obtained, 
we find that the first step is to hear the truth! The truth 
is contained in the Bible. It is revealed chiefly through 
the church, which is an organization of those who have ex­
perienced the saving truths of the Word of God, and are 
banded together for the care of one another and the salva­
tion of those who have not found the light. While the 
entire church is charged with the revelation of the truths of 
the Bible, nevertheless, the ministry, a special portion of 
the church, is peculiarly obligated with its propagation. 
The Bible contains the history of God’s dealings with the 
human race. In it can be found the exhortations and pre­
dictions of the prophets, the religious songs and ecstatical 
utterances of the hymn writers of past ages; the story of 
the life of Jesus Christ, and His marvelous truths, and the 
teachings and exhortations of His disciples.

The Bible is inspired. It was dictated by the Holy 
Spirit. It claims that for itself, and its effect upon the 
lives and actions of many millions of people proves the claim 
to be correct. The first great step in the salvation of a 
human being, is to lay upon his sinful heart the truths of 
the Bible. This is done chiefly by preaching. It can also 
be done by singing, testimonies, private admonitions, teach­
ing, and by the printed page. We are assured that God’s 
Spirit especially blesses and accompanies His Word. The 
prophet Isaiah declares that it will not return unto Him 
void. The psalmist David states that when the Word enters 
a human heart, it bringeth light. Another sacred writer 
avers that God’s Word breaks the heart to pieces, and is a 
discemer of its thoughts and intents. Preaching is not sup-
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posed to be the views and opinions of the preacher, but a 
faithful presentation of the teachings of the Word of God. 
Testimonies are not supposed to be mere emotional utter­
ances, but the faithful delineation of the effects of the Word 
of God upon the speaker’s own heart, and the consequences 
that came of it. Scriptural preaching, scriptural testimonies, 
scriptural singing, will ever, when accompanied with the 
Holy Spirit’s presence, result in a profound conviction for 
sin, on the part of the hearer. Men cannot bear the plain 
preaching of the Word of God. They either yield to its 
convicting power, or they resent it, and fight against the 
hold that it takes upon them.

This conviction of the truth of the Bible, the fact of 
sin, and its damning awfulness, the wrath of God and the 
certainty of endless punishment, is an indispensable pre­
liminary to salvation. It is true that small children may be 
led to a saving knowledge of the Lord, without feeling the 
pungent horrors of conviction, but often even in children, 
the Holy Ghost works a very keen and distressing sense of 
need, before He applies the forgiveness of God, and ac­
ceptance though our Lord Jesus Christ. But for adults, 
who have rejected Him, and lightly evaded the require­
ments of His grace, and possibly hardened their hearts re­
peatedly to the approaches of His Spirit, there cannot be 
any forgiveness without a deep contrition, and convicting 
sense of merited ruin. Sometimes such a conviction carries 
with it the consciousness of keenest distress. Bowed under 
the heavy burdens of guilt and estrangement from God, 
some are disposed to yield to Satan’s artful temptation that 
their days of grace are over. But the darkest hour of a 
genuine realization of the soul’s lost condition, is often the 
nearest moment to pardon and relief. If the soul will that 
moment throw itself without reserve upon the merits of
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Jesus Christ, and truly accept the atonement in His shed 
blood, extending to Him a sincere faith in the verity of His 
promises, and the efficacy of the cross for curing sin, there 
will something happen that is real and entrancingly delight­
ful. A genuine miracle will be performed in the conscious­
ness of that person. He will be justified from all his sms, 
before the Judge of all the earth. That is, he will be for­
given, and his transgressions will be blotted out of the 
memory of the Lord and of heaven’s record. Oftentimes 
they are blotted out of the candidate’s own memory. He 
is a changed man. Instead of being a refugee from the 
vengeance of broken laws, and burdened with the demerit 
of sin and unrighteousness, he is pardoned; he is forgiven. 
The book containing the charges against him is destroyed. 
He is clear before the court of heaven. “Their sins and 
their iniquities will I remember no more” (Heb. 8:12).

Simultaneously with the forgiveness of his sins, there is 
another marvelous change takes place in the heart and 
mind of that person. A new Christ-nature is imparted unto 
him. A spiritual life is given. When the first pair sinned 
they died spiritually, and, but for the immediate interven­
tion of God, would have perished physically; and, finally, 
years after, did so. Since that day, every child of the race 
has entered this life with the penalty of spiritual death upon 
him. Spared during infancy through the unconscious ap­
plication of the atonement of our Lord, he seals the doom 
of spiritual death upon himself when, at the years of ac­
countability, he chooses the way of sin. All the days of a 
sinner’s life are spent in spiritual death. Only when he 
comes to God, through the atonement of His Son, and, con­
fessing all, he penitently falls at His feet, and trusts the 
atonement of His blood, does there pass upon him, simul­
taneously with the pardon of his sins, the impartation of
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the new life of God. It is the same kind of spiritual life 
that Adam lost in the garden. The life which he forfeited 
there, is now restored to each humble believing soul. That 
soul which was dead in trespasses and in sins, is now alive 
from the dead. This is called regeneration. Living again 
with the life of God. This is what is called the “New 
Birth,” without which no person may see the kingdom that 
Jesus founded. This is the first great experience necessary 
to the restoration of our lost estate. This is the spiritual 
transaction that admits one to the invisible “church,” or 
“called out ones,” that Jesus denominated as His body, and 
which is His representative here on earth.

Reader, if there is any question in your mind, or any 
doubt in your heart, as to the possession of this experience 
that makes of you a “new creation” in Christ Jesus, you 
ought not to wait a moment, but hasten to assure yourself 
of the possession of this necessary step toward that holiness 
which God demands of every soul who enters His heavenly 
home.

The chief evidence of having passed from death unt^ 
life, and of having possessed oneself of this gracious ex­
perience of regeneration, is the “witness of the Spirit.” 
This is mentioned in Romans where St. Paul says, “The 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are ' 
the children of God” (Rom. 8:16). This witness consists of 
an inner consciousness that God has accepted the merits of 
His Son, has approved of our sincere penitence and sur­
render, and has operated over the medium of our faith, and 
accomplished the work of forgiveness and regeneration.__

No person should be satisfied that regeneration is really 
his, without the witness of the Spirit, for without it we 
have no proper means of telling when we are truly bom 
again. However, many in their anxiety to possess the wit-
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ness of the Spirit, have fallen into the unhappy habit of 
seeking directly for that witness. Instead of abandoning 
themselves to the mercy of God, through repentance and 
faith, leaving Him to bestow the witness when He is assured 
that such repentance and faith are complete, they have 
struggled and agonized with their hearts set upon some 
special sort of “feeling,” which they are willing to accept as 
the witness. Because that did not occur, they have tortured 
themselves sometimes for days and weeks, and even gone 
years Tvithout a satisfying consciousness of sins forgiven.

It is useless to dictate to the Holy Spirit, as to how He 
shall assure one of forgiveness and the new birth. 
onlv thine to do is to examine carefully one’s penitence and 
contrition, and, satisfied that this is perfect, then examine 
oneVtaithT—lf these are genuine and as near perfect as a 
seeking smner, assisted by the Holy Ghost, can make them, 
then there is nothing more that one can do, and the_Hply 
Ghost who is fai^ul. will bestow a consdousness ofjpar^ 
ami'regeneration. He never mocks His^re^ures^_ani_lf—
there is not a“Tealizatioi^of_a_^iJhed work,_^
there is somethin^ lacking in surrender or fai&. B u ^ e  
beg brdur'rea'derTirhe is not already enjoyingj^marygL  
ol5”work of regeneration  ̂ not to rest in B s  effort^ tni^he_is— 
poatTveIy~assur^'by~S e  witnessjif Holy G ^st_^at— 
the-Wdrk is truly done.
" The matter of restitution should be considered here. 

That is, of correcting as far as is within one’s power, the 
wicked deeds of his now past life. Some spiritual leaders 
allege that no surrender and repentance can be complete 
until one has made restitution. We agree that a perfect 
willingness to make restitution must be reached, before 
one’s surrender is complete. But as for actually putting 
restitution into effect before accepting Jesus Christ, and be-
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coining possessed of His salvation, we do not believe it to 
be necessary. If the willingness to make all possible resti­
tution, and every correction of past sins and offenses, is 
sincerely made before God, He will accept the will for the 
deed, and will accord His forgiveness. Then the Holy 
Ghost will grant such joy in the possession of that salvation, 
and such ability to make wrongs right, and such an unction 
in testimony when apologies are tendered, crooked paths 
straightened out, borrowed articles returned, and thefts and 
pm-loinings paid for with interest, as greatly to further the 
blessed Kingdom of God, in the very act of restitution. If 
one attempts all this before he has received the assistance 
of the Holy Ghost, he will do it with such sadness and com­
pulsion, and so appear to have it literally wrung from him 
by force of his feelings of necessity, as greatly to lessen the 
usefulness of it to the spread of the Kingdom. Many people 
have been known to be put under deep conviction for their 
own sins, by the apologies, restitutions and confessions of 
those who had newly found the light of salvation. But let 
the new bom soul remember that when a pledge of restitu­
tion is made, be very faithful to keep it.

In addition to the inner consciousness of salvation men­
tioned above, there are also some corroborating evidences. 
There is the presence of joy, because of the fact that one 
has been brought from darkness to light, and the sins that 
were dogging one down to hell are now blotted out. There 
is a sweet and tender love for God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghost. They seem personally real, and 
graciously near. The cross and Calvary take on a hallowed 
meaning. Songs concerning the blood or the wounds of 
Jesus become sacred and affecting. Worship takes on a new 
meaning, and the fellowship of the saints, even with some 
whose friendship seems far from desirable, ordinarily speak-
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ing, becomes precious indeed. Prayer is real and often 
keenly enjoyable. The passion for the salvation of others 
becomes aroused, and oftentimes the best soul-winning days 
that a person knows is when one has been newly won to 
Christ. If these corroborating evidences are lacking, one 
may well doubt his acceptance with God.

One of the especially corroborating evidences of regen­
eration we desire to consider at a little greater length. That 
is the matter of testimony. A truly regenerated soul wi 
at once begin to testify. While making allowance, with dl 
consideration, for the timidity of many persons, and realiz­
ing that often there are some who cannot easily express 
themselves even when moved by the regenerating powers of 
God, yet we must insist that every new bom soul must 
testify. “With the heart man believeth unto righteousnesŝ  ̂
and with the mouth confession is made unto sa.lvation” 
(Rom. 10:10), so states the Apostle Paul. Our divine Lord 
also declares that “whosoever therefore shall confess me be­
fore men, him will I confess also before my Father which is m 
heaven” (Matt. 10:32). Testimony is necessary. There 
seems to be a finishing touch to salvation that is not ac­
corded till one has openly confessed Him. We can readily 
see, if we stop to consider, the need of this. Depending, as 
the Kingdom of Jesus Christ does, for its spread, on telling 
the news to other people, either through the lips of the min­
istry, or through that of the laity, then testimony takes on 
an importance second only to the preaching of the gospel. 
Indeed, unless a sermon is reinforced by the testimony of 
the preacher, and some of his fellow Christians who have al­
ready found the Lord, much of its convicting force will be 
lost. A fine body of testifying church members is almost 
necessary for any very wide spread of a salvation revival.

It strengthens the faith and power of a new born soul to
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testify. Such a person will find that the oftener he can 
witness for God, salvation and the Bible, the oftener will 
he be blessed, and the stronger will he become. While wis­
dom should be employed as to witnessing among the ene­
mies and rejecters of our Lord, nevertheless it has been 
known to result even there, in a great conviction falling on 
the unsaved, and of being the means of leading those who 
were total strangers to His grace, to mercy and salvation.

Let every regenerated soul beware how he ceases study­
ing t^ 3briptures, ^tifving, and praying. Nothing 
co^one off so quickly and completely as neglecting of

you of the joy and confidence which belongs to a child of 
God. It is rare for anyone to grow cold, subside and be­
come indifferent where he maintains these three assistances 
in an earnest and faithful manner.

It only takes a few neglectful spells to deprive

John E. Riiey Library
Nofttwwest Nazarene University



CHAPTER FIVE

The Boundaries of Regeneration

In discussing what regeneration does for a child of God, 
and what it does not do, we are entering a field of age-long 
controversy. Some religious teachers allege that, barring a 
reasonable growth in grace, this experience is all that is 
accorded to Christians in this life. Others, and among that 
number the writer enrolls himself, declare that regeneration 
is a limited experience, and that beyond it, but still in this 
life, there is to be had another and greater work of grace 
that ushers in the complete cleansing of the soul from even 
the principle of sin.

We can comprehend this better, perhaps, by considering 
first what the experience of regeneration does do, and then 
by ascertaining what it does not do.

As we have noticed in Chapter Four, regeneration means 
the implantation of life. This initial step, then, in the 
Christian life, means that the soul has in it, the life of God. 
This brings a peace to which a sinful soul is a stranger. 
Life always manifests itself in some way. Growth is one 
evidence of it. To the newly converted person, there begins 
at once a marvelous development in the things of Christ. 
Prayer becomes a gracious habit, and takes on fresh and 
delightful significance. The Bible becomes more and more 
a source of light and strength. Its perusal is, to the soul, 
somewhat as food to the body. Passages hidden away in 
the heart, and conhed over in memory, yield rich spiritual 
flavor, and new views of truth. Testimony takes on en-

5 0



THE BOUNDAEIES OF REGENERATION 51

hanced importance, and becomes increasingly a channel for 
revealing to others the dealings of the Lord. Providences 
are filled with new meaning, and the blessings and mercies 
of God become a matter of daily gratitude and joyful medi­
tation. Fellowship is real, and the delight of conversing on 
spiritual things grows with the passage of the days.

Another mark of life is appetite and assimilation. That 
is, to eat and digest food. Spiritually we feed on God. But 
God is administered to us through the Word, Worship, Fel­
lowship and Meditation. A truly regenerated soul will 
hunger for the Word of God. To read it, or to hear it read 
and expounded becomes a source of genuine pleasure. One’s 
appetite for the Bible and one’s ability to assimilate it, will 
increase with use and exercise. Worship, to a true Chris­
tian, will be as natural as to think; private worship in one’s 
home, and public worship with one’s fellow Christians, and 
the constant sense of communion that a person can have, 
moment by moment, whether at work, in times of recreation, 
or in the midst of pressing business. Meditation, the art of 
“talking to one’s self” about things divine, will become a 
great pleasure, a rich source of profit, and one of the great^ 
^fdH enses against loneliness ITaf ahv^morta^ vp

The forgiveness of sins, or the justification side orre- 
generation, is always a part of the experience of one who has 
been truly born again. This is a marvelous comfort and 
relief, and one should walk very carefully before the Lord 
in order to prevent the possibility of forfeiting that sweet 
sense of pardon and relief which justification brings from 
the harassing wolves of sin.

In the Old Testament we are told that God has a book 
in which He has written all the names of those who belong 
to Him. Also in the New Testament Jesus assures His 
disciples that their names were written in heaven. Again
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in revelation there is reference made to our names being 
enrolled in the “Lamb’s book of life.” This blessed enroll­
ment of our names on God’s heavenly record takes place at 
the moment of regeneration, and becomes a matter for 
thanksgiving and gratitude. While it is, like justification, 
a transaction that takes place in heaven, yet its gracious 
comfort is felt in the heart of the believer, that he, too, is 
now enrolled among the blood washed in the book of God.

Adoption, also, is an accompaniment of regeneration. 
While the experience of justification brings the pardon of 
all one’s sins, and takes place in the mind of God toward a 
sinner, and regeneration is a work of God’s grace, recog­
nizing that fact by planting the new life of Christ in 4 e  
penitent’s heart, adoption is an act of God recognizing that 
soul as legally a part of His blessed family, and according 
him the rights and privileges of a child. He is now a mem­
ber of God’s household both by being begotten of the Spirit, 
Mid also by being legally adopted and enrolled m the roster 
of heaven. There is enough in a genuine case of conversion 
to keep the redeemed soul shouting for ages. The glorious 
fact of forgiveness, the thrilling new life that witnesses in 
his soul, the consciousness of being enrolled in the book of 
God and adopted in the heavenly family, is a step toward 
the ^tate which he lost in Eden, that is great enough and 
real enough to keep him rejoicing as he pushes on toward 
still better things. “Then was my mouth filled with laugh­
ter and my tongue with singing.”

Another gracious ability that is conferred upon a re­
generated soul, is power to refrain from committing sm. 
While this is accomplished, as we shall see, by a great and 
almost continuous struggle, yet if the truly converted soul 
will make the struggle, and manfully wage a warfare against 
his spiritual foes, the worst of which he will find in his own



THE BOUNDABIES OF REGENERATION S3

heart, there will be accorded him a blessed sense of victory 
from time to time. Many believe that this continued 
struggle with interior enemies and the occasional victory 
that obtains is the best that can be hoped for in a Christian 
life here below. Many whole denominations claim that it is 
useless to look for anything greater or to hope for more. 
In this we are sure they are mistaken and their attitude 
only condemns untold thousands of sincere people to a 
Christian life of ceaseless struggle, and only occasional 
victory. However, we desire to say that regeneration is a 
mighty transaction, removing the guilt of all committed 
sins, and their pollution from the soul, and implanting so 
gracious a new life, as to enable the new born convert, with 
a manful effort to refuse to commit sin any more.

Some opponents of the second work of grace have al­
leged that holiness people must belittle regeneration, and 
minify the justifying power of God, in order to lay a suit­
able ground for the work of entire sanctification, or heart 
cleansing. This we frankly deny but claim that after allow­
ing for regeneration everything that the Scriptures claim 
for it, there is still much necessary ground that can only be 
covered by a second work of grace.

In fact, we allege that a soundly converted man will 
have as fine an attitude (according to all the light he has) 
toward all outward demands of righteousness, as he will ever 
have when he is sanctified wholly. Our relation to the de­
mands of outward righteousness are fully met when we are 
regenerated. It is for something altogether different that 
sanctification equips us.

Having discussed what the experience of regeneration 
does for us, let us turn our attention to a consideration of 
what it does not do for us.

It does not remove from the heart the principle of sin.
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This is frankly admitted by almost all teachers of religion. 
Indeed, the presence of the principle of sin in the heart of 
Christian believers has never been seriously questioned, ex­
cept by a small group of people a couple of centuries ago. 
All denominations admit and claim that it is to be found 
there. The war against holiness has never been waged over 
the fact of carnality or depravity existing in the human 
heart; all admit that. But the battle has been fought over 
the question whether or not it can be removed this side of 
the hour and instant of death.

Though the presence in the heart of a believing Chris­
tian of remaining native depravity, is admitted on all sides, 
yet it is pertinent to a theme of this sort to consider it some­
what at length.

Regeneration imparts a new Christ life to the soul of the 
candidate, but that life seems clearly to be limited and 
oftentimes fluctuating. Occasionally it will flow full, and 
then, under temptation or hardships, it will ebb and con­
tract, until at times it will almost seem to be gone. Our 
divine Lord seemed to recognize this when He said, “I am 
come that they might have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly” (John 10:10). Here is a distinct rec­
ognition of the fact that there is such a thing as the impar- 
tation of life, and then it also recognizes that later, it is 
possible to have that life increased to an overflow. He also 
conveys somewhat the same idea when He speaks of a saved 
person having salvation in him like a “well of water spring­
ing up into everlasting life” (John 4:14). Then a short 
time thereafter. He states that with the coming of the Holy 
Ghost, a person should have His salvation pouring out of 
his heart, in “rivers of living water” (John 7:38).

Then again, the converted person is graciously pardoned, 
forgiven, justified. This is a real and conscious element in
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one’s salvation. Yet it seems extremely difficult to maintain 
that blissful condition. Soon after a splendid period of 
worship and prayer, the Christian often finds himself saying 
something, or doing some small deed that is a bit extreme, 
or doubtful, or off-color; when the sense of forgiveness van­
ishes, a cloud comes over the soul, and the joy of justifica­
tion is not renewed until one has begged the pardon of his 
heavenly Father, and also very likely apologized to those 
among whom the offense was committed. This will happen, 
with some persons, several times in a week, and occasionally, 
two or three times in a day. Many of the bedside scenes 
of the justified are nothing more than an effort to pray 
back to forgiveness, after the small, but serious lapses of 
the day. This has been so generally the experience of justi­
fied people down through the ages, that one whole denomi­
nation, in preparing a ritual prayer for its people has in­
serted one that asks for daily forgiveness for sins which it 
seems to see no way to prevent the commission of; and in 
providing a prayer for those who are preparing to partake 
of the Lord’s Supper, it offers this: “We acknowledge and 
bewail our manifold sins and wickedness which we from 
time to time most grievously have committed.”

This writer frankly admits that against all men, no mat­
ter how holy, there lie at the close of every day offenses that 
have unconsciously been committed or omitted, against the 
perfect will of God. But these offenses, we do not under­
stand to be sins, in the ordinary meaning of that term, but 
rather they are trespasses, that is, imconscious, unwitting, 
unintentional lapses from the perfect divine plan for us. 
But the above prayer does not contemplate such offenses as 
unintentional lapses from God’s will. Note that it states 
“manifold sins and wickedness,” and further adds that
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these terribly sounding acts and deeds have been “most 
grievously committed,” and the balance of the prayer adds 
“in thought, word and deed.”

We do not care to enter into a discussion of this, further 
than to use it as an illustration to show that pardon is, seem­
ingly, lost and renewed among millions of Christians almost 
daily. Does the religion of Jesus offer nothing better than 
this? Is this the “salvation from sin,” of which St. Paul 
boasted? Is salvation from sin to be a chronic state of 
sinning, and a chronic application of pardon? Would an 
earthly court count such a citizen as one that was desirable, 
if each day he was haled before the bar for offenses against 
the law of the land, and was pardoned each day, with the 
certain knowledge both in the mind of the judge and in the 
mind of the culprit that he would be up again the next day 
for the same offenses, making the same plea?

It is certainly true that the regenerated have a divine 
life imparted to them in conversion. Nevertheless, this new 
life is associated in that heart with an old sin nature, or 
principle of sin, or native depravity. These two natures 
war against each other. What one seeks to do, the other 
seeks to prevent. What one loves the other hates. The 
human soul thus becomes a battle ground between opposing 
forces, and while gracious ability is conferred upon the genu­
ine Christian to win in this contest, yet there is a strife over 
almost every duty that is necessary to be done, and the 
battle is never really ended, but is renewed over the same 
things week after week. Many times there is a fight over 
prayer, over the daily reading of the Bible, over attendance 
on prayermeeting, over the plain preaching of the pastor, 
over one’s gifts to the Lord, over testimony, and, indeed, 
over practically everything almost that one is called on to 
do. The Christian warfare, in the regenerated life, is not
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SO much against outside foes, as against that old carnal 
heart that came over with one from the walks and ways of 
sin.

A gracious ability not to commit sin, is, to-be-sure, 
granted to the genuinely converted soul, but with the 
presence in him, also, of that old tendency toward sin, that 
old carnal mind, there is an ever recurring disposition to 
yield and lapse again into the sins from which God’s Spirit 
rescued him. This throws a cloud over much of the justified 
life. This, many times, keeps one confessing when he should 
be rejoicing. It often makes his testimonies sound like 
tales of woe, when they ought to be peans of victory. This 
puts thousands of people in the class with Jeremiah, when 
they ought to be shouting with St. John, “He that believeth 
on me, out of his heart shall flow rivers of living water” 
(John 7:38). It imprisons him inside the Seventh of 
Romans lamenting “When I would do good, evil is present 
with me,” and “Oh, wretched man that I am! who shall de­
liver me from the body of this death,” when he ought to 
be in the Eighth of Romans shouting, “For the law of the 
Spirit of life . . . hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death.”

There is accorded to the justified man the ability to love 
God, but he soon finds that this love is imperfect. Instead 
of consuming his soul, and chaining his whole attention to 
the blessed things of the kingdom and of the life hid with 
Christ in God, he finds that, though love for God is there in 
his heart, yet it allows a love for the world to bid for his 
attention, a love of dress and adornment to cloud the sky 
of his soul, and a longing after the flesh pots of Egypt to 
contend for his affection for heavenly things. The “leeks” 
and the “onions” and the “garlic” of the world keep waft­
ing their odors in his spiritual nostrils, and he finds that it
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is necessary to make a tremendous fight, in order to keep 
from following their odoriferous temptation back to where 
he once partook of their poisonous flavors. Temptation to 
peevishness, petulancy, crabbedness and ill-temper, con­
stantly assail him, and he frequently finds that he has been 
overcome thereby, which sends him to his knees with heart 
cries for pardon when he bows at his bedside at night. “Is 
there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there?” “For 
they have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people 
slightly, saying. Peace, peace; when there is no peace.” Is 
there no complete cure for a soul thus harassed by the 
principle of sin?

Genuine conversion certainly drives the devil out of the 
human heart, and turns it over as a habitation of God 
through the Spirit. But it is certainly true, also, that there 
is a sinful nature left in that heart, and that nature will 
exude its sinful stench into that Christian heart until 
that nature is cast out. There will be a never-ending 
warfare until the sin nature is cleansed away. It is this 
heart corruption that is the wail of the regenerate. Indeed, 
it is frankly admitted and bemoaned by practically all de­
nominations. “Because the carnal mind is enmity against 
God. For it is not subject to the law of God, neither in­
deed can be.”

Can such a carnal. God-antagonizing thing as this 
principle of sin be allowed to enter heaven? If it comes 
there, will not it break out sometime as did Satan, when 
he was there, and repeat the very revolution that took place 
then? It seems to be the teaching of Scripture, that this 
carnal mind will never be allowed to enter that blest abode. 
Regenerated people must be rid of it, if they plan to spend 
a happy eternity with God, in the hill of God’s heavenly 
Zion.



CHAPTER SIX

Is Regeneration the Extent of Salvation in This Life?

If a vote of the Christian world should be taken, as to 
whether regeneration were the extent of salvation in this 
life, there can be no doubt but that the people, who believe 
in a second work of grace, those who believe in a second 
touch of God’s salvation hand which brings heart cleansing 
to the humble, consecrated, seeking believer, would be far 
out-voted. The holiness people are in a minority numeri­
cally. If a vote by denominations were taken, it would be 
found that entire church bodies do not agree that there is 
anything better than regeneration until one has passed the 
portals of the grave, and denominationally the people who 
believe in heart cleansing as a second work of grace, would 
be in a hopeless minority.

Indeed, when we look at the array of those who are 
opposed to us in this matter, we find many eminent, pious 
and learned men. We do not intend to reflect upon their 
piety or their learning, by taking issue with them in this 
matter. We only allege that in spite of their learning, and 
in spite of their piety, the truth of a clean, holy heart, re­
ceived as a second work of grace, by the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost, is clearly taught and insisted upon in the holy 
Scriptures.

A pertinent inquiry might be made just at this point, 
however. How can learned, studious and godly men be 
mistaken in so important a matter as this? Our answer is 
that during the progress of the ages, practically every good
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and blessed doctrine that has been revealed from heaven, 
has been lost to humanity, and hidden at various times 
under the debris of events, and if we refused any doctrine 
because the pious scholars of any particular age were not at 
that time accepting it, we would be compelled from time to 
time to reject every wholesome teaching that God has ever 
intrusted to mankind. Notice how Israel, in the Old Testa­
ment days, forgot at times her heaven-bestowed law, and 
at one time every volume of it seemed to have disappeared, 
until one was, at length, found amid the rubbish of the 
temple. At other times her scholars so incrusted over the 
plain meaning of the law with their interpretations, as to 
rob it of all its significance. Some of Jesus’ most deter­
mined attacks on the Jewish hierarchy were made at this 
point.

Then recall how down through the dark ages, every 
doctrine, practically, was lost amidst the clash of worldly 
interests and the decayed condition of the church. After 
the second century, doctrine after doctrine disappeared until 
even the Sonship of Jesus was invaded by the eminence ac­
corded to the Virgin Mary, who was, in the minds of most 
people His superior and ruler; and God, himself, was super­
seded for the most part by the claims of the pope. There 
were no salvation doctrines taught, or insisted upon, except 
amidst a fringe of peoples hid away in the mountains and 
dens and caves of the earth. The Reformation under Mar­
tin Luther was the re-discovery of the long lost doctrine of 
“justification by faith.” When it was propounded by the 
German monk, the vast majority of the then existing schol­
arly and pious men declared that Luther was a heretic, and 
was unscriptural. All the time, there lay the blessed doc­
trine of justification and regeneration by faith, hidden away
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in the Bible, and scholarly men by the thousands stumbled 
over it every time they read the Book, and yet could not 
see it.

Later on, as God began to bring His people back more 
and more from the sad darkness of the mediaeval times, and 
through the saintly Fox and the godly Wesley restored the 
teaching of entire sanctification as a second work of grace, 
is it any wonder that many refused to believe a teaching, 
that to them was as new as justification by faith was new 
to the men of Luther’s day? Yet, we believe that we can 
show to the readers of this volume that it is as surely taught 
in the sacred Bible, as is the great doctrine over which 
Martin Luther and the scholars of his day battled.

Look at our own day in regard to unbelief about some 
of the teachings of the Word of God! Take divine healing. 
Only a few decades ago, a person was considered to be a 
gross fanatic who dared to anoint a sick person with oil in 
the name of the Lord, and pray for his healing. It is be­
coming more common now, but during all the furore against 
it, that doctrine was safely lodged in the teachings of the 
Bible all the time. Take the teaching of the second coming 
of our Lord. This writer can recall when it was considered 
the wildest sort of fanaticism, to accept the fact that His 
coming was imminent and would be bodily and visible. Yet 
who will have the hardihood to deny that it is not taught 
in the Word? The fact that eminent men, or that scholarly 
men, or that pious men pronounce against a teaching is no 
assurance that it is not scriptural and worthy of acceptance 
as a portion of the Word of God. The only question to 
solve is, what does the Bible really teach on the matter? 
Not what does my church say? Nor what does my pastor 
say? Nor what do a majority of the people who call them­
selves Christian say? But is there good and sufficient
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grounds in the plain utterances of the Bible for us to stand 
on, in contending for it? If there is a “Thus saith the 
Lord,” on any important issue, then all other arguments 
and contentions sink into nothingness.

Practically all students of the Bible admit that there is 
taught therein some sort of sanctification. Just what that 
“sort” may be, is often a mystery to them, but they admit, 
for the most part, that it is there taught. Some allege that 
any sanctification accorded to the believer is really con­
ferred in the moment of conversion. This is a Calvinistic 
idea that the holiness of Jesus, which in reality, it is claimed, 
can never be ours, is imputed to us, through the kindness 
of the Lord, when we accept Him as our Savior. The ob­
jection to this is, that it passes by so many statements that 
carry the very apparent import that His holiness may be 
imparted, and not necessarily imputed. Such a statement 
as the one where it says “that we might be partakers of his 
holiness” (Heb. 12:10), and where the Holy Ghost is said 
to be “in you,” and the numerous uses of the word “be,” in 
“be ye holy,” “be ye perfect,” and such a statement as “The 
very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 
Thess. 5:23), can bear no other interpretation than that 
there is something along the line of holiness, that can be 
imparted to one, or else language loses all its significance.

There are others who insist that after a genuine regen­
eration, there is nothing further that one can possess in this 
life, except to grow and develop toward a better condition 
of spiritual life. The holiness people all happily agree in 
growing in grace. They claim, however, that one must get 
into grace before one can grow in it. In other words they 
make a distinction between growing into grace and growing
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in grace. We believe that the Scriptures clearly teach that 
one can grow up toward regeneration, for instance, and 
maybe take some time in reaching a full case of conviction, 
sufficient to enable one to surrender and trust the grace of 
God, and thus enter the experience of justification. But 
when the surrender is complete, and the faith is exercised, 
the change from the state of a sinner to that of a justified 
believer is instantaneous. In the same way, a converted 
soul that is now become a Christian, may grow toward holi­
ness and spend considerable time, it may be, getting light 
on that wonderful second work of grace, or the seeker may 
use weeks or months in bringing himself to the state of 
complete consecration, or in exercising a faith that is perfect 
enough to bring about the cleansing baptism from on high, 
but finally, when these preliminary conditions are complete, 
the experience of full redemption from the carnal mind is 
instantaneously conferred.

Following the reception of the experience of heart 
cleansing, or entire sanctification, there may be, indeed, 
ought to be, a great growth and development in all the 
graces of the Lord Jesus Christ. But this is the growth of 
the soul in the grace of holiness, and not its growth into it. 
One must be planted in the house of the Lord, before he 
can flourish in the courts of our God.

Still another theory, is that Christian believers are 
sanctified at death. The persons holding this view claim 
that this is conferred as a dying grace. The claim is made 
that all our lives we must be tormented with the assaults 
of inbred carnality, and battle against it, but never be de­
livered from it, until the hour we come to die. Then, in 
our efforts to be ready to meet God in peace, we can reach 
the stage of full sanctification of the soul.

There can be no doubt but that there is some truth in
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this theory. But the truth is there, not because of the im­
possibility of securing the blessing of a clean, holy heart 
before the hour of death, but because many did not genu­
inely try, owing to their believing this erroneous theory, to 
secure the sanctifying grace any sooner. Then, too, there 
are many who have never heard of the second work of grace, 
and when they came to die, they fulfilled all the essential 
qualifications for securing this gracious work of God’s aton­
ing grace, and entered naturally into the possession of it. 
Their death was glorious and happy. Not because they had 
secured some special unction known as “dying grace,” but 
because, though they did not know the name of the ex­
perience they had received, nevertheless, they had secured 
that entire sanctification without which no man shall see 
the Lord.

However, they might have received it much sooner, if 
they had been properly taught and led. Just as a man 
with a check for a goodly sum of money in his pocket, can­
not buy himself any dinner until he has the check cashed, 
and goes hungry, we will imagine, all day, and then just 
before the bank closes at night hurries in and secures his 
money. He gets at last, what he might have possessed early 
in the morning. He buys a good meal at nightfall, when he 
might have had one any time during the forenoon, had he 
but presented his check. So, no doubt, hundreds of people 
are sanctified wholly just as they come to die, because they 
had never faithfully tried to get it before that hour. They 
might have had it in the morning of their lives, and enjoyed 
the sweet cleansing, and blessed power of His Presence all 
the day through, instead of waiting till the night-fall of 
death.

The final theory that we present, is what we believe to 
be the true one, that God’s solution for the sin problem is 
involved in two great works of grace, Justification (which
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includes, of course, the idea of regeneration), and Sanctifi­
cation. That the former comes to the poor, lost sinner, 
reeking with crimes, it may be, and lost from God, dead in 
trespasses and in sins, and because of his surrender of him­
self to Jesus Christ, and through faith in His atoning blood, 
brings forgiveness of all his sins and transgressions. At the 
same time, he is simultaneously born again—-from above, 
and made a new creature in Christ Jesus, with the new 
Christ life implanted in his heart, and his name written in 
heaven, and himself consciously adopted into the family of 
God. Then, the moment that this has really occurred, and 
he is a child of God, he becomes eligible to the second work 
of grace, or that of entire sanctification. Just as soon as he 
can intelligently offer himself as God’s living child to his 
heavenly Father, in a full, deep, lasting, perpetual, all-in­
clusive consecration, and can then exercise his faith for the 
cleansing of his heart, the baptism of his soul with the Holy 
Ghost, that moment, God is ready, and according to His 
promise, will undertake for that soul its utter cleansing from 
the inherited carnality, the inbred corruption, the Adamic 
nature, the racial depravity which he has inherited, and will 
at the same time fill it with the light, love and fulness of the 
Holy Ghost.

This is the solution of the sin problem. If such a soul 
will continue to maintain such a full consecration, and will 
continue to exercise such a complete faith in the promises of 
God, that person can live in the sweet possession of such a 
mighty deliverance from the principle of sin, and can enjoy 
a wondrous degree of the presence and fulness of God’s holy 
Spirit. He is then delivered from all sin both actual and 
inherited. He is ready for the most satisfactory service 
that he can render. He is also ready, so far as the question 
of sin is concerned, to meet his Maker, and to render his 
account at the Judgment bar of Christ.
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After the soul is entirely sanctified it is not delivered 
from all its infirmities, such as poor judgment, faulty mem­
ory; a frail, infirm or sickly body, impaired reasoning 
faculties; inability of seeing both sides of a question, or 
narrow-mindedness; the difficulty of always instantly de­
tecting the sometimes varying line between right and wrong; 
a disposition toward intensity that occasionally breeds fa­
naticism. All of these may sometimes be found in those 
whose hearts are pure. It is at this point, it seems to us, 
that the wide differences obtain between that school of 
Christians which claims that it “sins in thought, word and 
deed” every day, and those who profess holiness. We feel 
sure that such people mistake infirmities, and fallen human 
characteristics that still adhere to the wholly sanctified, as 
sins. Then when they hear the holiness people claim that 
God has cleansed them from all sin, and still see in the 
holiness people the same infirmities that they have mistaken 
in themselves for sin, they feel that the professedly sancti­
fied are sadly mistaken, and the sanctified people feel that 
the others are surely not saved at all, if they, as they pro­
fess, sin every day. Possibly if there could be a little clearer 
definition of what is sin, and what is not sin, but is mere 
fallen humanity, offered to the Christian public, there would 
be less of unkind criticism among the people who claim 
Jesus Christ as a Savior.

All of these infirmities will, however, be removed from 
the redeemed ones when they reach the resurrection day. 
A new body will then be given God’s children, and a new, 
perfect mind will be accorded. Then, with holy hearts re­
ceived here below, and with perfect minds and bodies given 
us at humanity’s crowning day, we can rejoice with eternal 
life in the renewed earth, glorify God and enjoy Him for­
ever.



CHAPTER SEVEN

Can Carnality Be Eradicated in This Life?

As we have stated in another chapter, Christians gen­
erally admit the existence of a sin principle, or a moral cor­
ruption in the hearts of believers, after they have been re­
generated. The evidence of it among Christians is to be 
found everywhere. Fretfulness, peevishness, sensitiveness, 
anger, malice, jealousy, place-seeking, time-serving, a hunger 
for money, a subtle catering to the rich, a disposition to 
evade searching truth, and a thousand other manifestations 
of this tainted disposition, can be seen in the Church of 
God. We do not mean that any one of these is carried to an 
extreme, so as totally to disqualify one for membership in 
the church, but we mean that little evidences and signs of 
these corrupt qualities are constantly appearing among 
God’s people.

This is what causes so much backsliding among new 
converts. The young Christian is hardly more than received 
into the church, before he encounters some evidence of this 
moral corruption among the older members, and his heart 
is chilled. He had supposed that here, in the church of the 
living God, he was to find a place where the ordinary mani­
festations of sin that run riot in the world would not be 
found. Or he detects something of the sort in his own 
heart, and hurrying to some pillar in the church, asks for 
a reason for the appearance of this depraved feeling in his 
soul. The answer convinces him that alt the others have the 
same thing, only they have become accustomed to it, and
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SO do not worry about it as much as he is doing. This dis­
appoints him, and dampens his ardor. Soon he begins to 
ask himself what is the use? Or he drops his prayer life, 
his ringing testimony, and his study of the Word of God, 
and soon he is again in darkness.

We do not allege that were all converts wholly sanctified 
within a short time after they were converted, that all back­
sliding would be eliminated from the church. There are 
many who profess to have been made possessors of this 
wondrous grace, who are by no means living up to its re­
quirements. They either did not receive it, when they sup­
posed they did, or they did not retain it afterward. They 
are “holiness” people, but they are not “holy” people. As 
long as the church is made up of human beings, it will 
contain some fallen ones. But we do declare that if every 
new convert could be led at once into the blessing of heart 
purity, that the possibility of backsliding would be greatly 
lessened, and the chances of his lapsing from grace be much 
reduced.

But there are many, and some of them very earnest, 
devout people, who declare that this old sin principle, which 
every believer brings with him when he comes into the re­
generated life of a Christian, can never be removed from 
the hearts of men, in this life, while the contention of the 
holiness people is that it can be. Both parties admit that 
the atonement of Jesus was full and complete, and that 
atonement plans to bring about the sanctification of the 
soul from all its inbred corruption sometime. The differ­
ence is, that the opposers of the second work of grace claim 
that it cannot be done here and now, but that it can be 
done in the moment of glorification. The contention of 
those who accept the second work of grace is that it can be
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done now, here in this life, just as soon as the candidate will 
fulfill the necessary conditions of consecration and trust.

The writer of the Gospel of Luke makes Zacharias say ' 
that the coming of Jesus would mean that His people should 
be delivered out of the hands of their enemies, and “might 
serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness, . . .  all 
the days of our life” (Luke 1:74,75). Here the inspired vol­
ume states that holiness can be had in this life, and that it 
was to be had in connection with the coming of Jesus Christ 
into this world. Again, Matthew’s Gospel states that the 
angel who announced the birth of Jesus to Mary, stated to 
her, “Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his 
people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). To save one from 
one’s sins, it would seem that that salvation should be made 
effective right here and now. The mighty blessing of glori­
fication deals with the infirmities, limitations, and fallen 
conditions of the mind and body, but the Scriptures in­
variably declare that the solution of the sin problem is to 
be wrought out here and now. The Book seems to declare 
quite emphatically that nothing that is tainted with sin, or 
corrupted with the sin principle can be allowed to pass the 
portals of the grave and be admitted into heaven, hence all 
moral corruption must be removed in this life.

Again, in the fifth chapter of Matthew, our Lord pre­
sents the beatitudes. Every one of them refers to this life, 
and not to the glorified life after death. It says, “Blessed 
are the poor in spirit” (Matt. 5:3). Where is that poverty 
of spirit to be had, here on earth, or somewhere in eternity? 
“Blessed are they that mourn!” (Matt. 5:4). Inasmuch as 
there is no mourning in heaven among God’s people, it must 
mean that they were to mourn here on earth. “Blessed are 
the meek” (Matt. 5:5). Does one never need to be meek 
until one reaches eternity’s shore? “Blessed are they that
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lunger and thirst after righteousness” (Matt. 5:6).^ This 
ean only be applicable to something that occurs in this life. 
“Blessed are the merciful” (Matt. 5:7). Mercy must be 
exercised here, where there is much that is wrong, and 
afflictive, and cannot mean that it is to be exercised in 
eternity. “Blessed are the pure in heart” (Matt. 5:8). 
This can be nothing other than holiness, and holiness that is 
possessed and enjoyed right here on earth. If it can be 
possessed here, then there must be some way that carnality 
can be removed from the heart, for no heart can be pure 
and holy unless the inbred moral corruption is removed.

Again in the 19th chapter of Matthew, a man came to 
Jesus and inquired what he should do that he might inherit 
eternal life. In answering, Jesus said, “If thou wilt enter 
into life, keep the commandments” (Matt. 19:17-21). The 
man avowed that he was keeping the commandments, and 
inquired what further he lacked. Jesus said: “If thou wilt 
be perfect, go and sell,” etc. Here the Master differeritiates 
between “entering into life,” and “being perfect.” Without 
endeavoring to fasten any far-fetched meanings to these 
terms, used here by our Lord, we would still insist that the 
term “perfect,” must come graciously near to meaning what 
we denominate holiness. In case this is allowed, then it 
means a relief from inherited corruption, and that too in 
this life.

Again in the ISth Chapter of Acts, the Apostle Peter 
tells to the assembled conference of Christian brethren at 
Jerusalem, in the eighth and ninth verses, about the descent 
of the Holy Ghost upon the Gentiles, and then sententiously 
states what the results of that baptism were: “And God, 
which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the 
Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; and put no difference 
between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith” (Acts
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15:8,9). Here it is distinctly stated that what the Gentile 
converts received was heart purity, and that it was received 
by faith. It also states that this was the very thing that the 
disciples at the initial occasion of Pentecost received. If 
the hearts of these Gentiles were made pure, then the in­
herited corruption must have been removed; and of course, 
if it were removed, then it is clearly demonstrated that this 
corruption of the moral nature, with which the entire race 
is afflicted can be removed in this life.

But another objection is encountered at this point. Some 
allege that while it can be abstractly proved by the Scrip­
tures, that this harassing depravity can be removed, that 
nevertheless samples of its possession, at least in modem 
times, cannot be found. The statement is not infrequently 
heard: “Well, I have never seen a holy man!” And this 
remark is often made with an air of finality, as though that 
forever settled the possibility of any human being ever 
possessing the scriptural experience of the removal of the 
corruption of the moral nature.

Let us first say in answer to this, that it must be borne 
in mind, that though the questioner has never seen any one 
who possessed this grace, that nevertheless if the Scriptures 
clearly teach its possibility, and especially if they commend 
and demand its possession in order that a soul shall be fit 
for its heavenly abode, then, whether anyone has it or not, 
still it is there to be had, and the Holy Book distinctly 
states that it must be possessed in order to qualify for meet­
ing the great Judge. If any given number of people, with 
whom the objector is acquainted, do not give evidence of 
its possession, so much the worse for them, that is all. God 
demands it clearly in His Word. He has provided for it, as 
we have seen in the incarnation of His Son. The mighty 
statements on faith, and the possibilities incident to its
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exercise, infer that anything that is within His will, that 
human hearts may desire, can be had. Then, if there is no 
person to be foxmd who possesses this freedom from the 
moral defilement of carnality, it is no indictment against the 
truth, it is no reflection on the experience, it is not the fault 
of God the Father; God, the Son; or God, the Holy Ghost. 
It is wholly the blame of the people called Christians, either 
because they have been erroneously taught, or because they 
have deliberately refused to qualify, or because they have 
carelessly neglected to meet the conditions. Whatever it 
may be, the failure is wholly theirs. This very fact removes' 
much of the weight and seriousness of this objection.

However, let us consider this objection a bit further. 
It is well to bear in mind that any questioner of these mat­
ters of Christian experience, has a limited observation. In 
order to have a statement that no one had ever seen a holy 
person, carry much weight, it would have to be made by 
some one who had examined carefully a very large per­
centage of all the persons who claimed to be free from this 
corrupt nature. Nothing short of at least a majority of 
those who were thus professing should be examined, and 
in case then there were not one that was found living up to 
all the requirements of such a freedom from inbred moral 
defilement, the opinion thus rendered would carry some 
weight. But what are the facts? Those who have the 
privilege of examining any considerable percentage of holi­
ness professors never make such a remark. Indeed, it is 
almost invariably heard among those who have never exam­
ined any, or at most very few. If a person had examined 
all in any one given community, and found none in posses­
sion of this grace, still any honest investigator would be 
compelled to admit that there might be some in the next 
community. Like the king of Siam, when told by a Euro-
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pean that in Europe he had seen water in winter time grow 
as solid as the earth, and that rivers would sustain animals, 
so that they walked freely on their surfaces. The king was 
later heard to say that he had heard of many wonders, but 
this one he did not believe, because he had, himself, lived 
through many winters, and had never witnessed such a thing 
as solid water. Had the king but moved to another portion 
of the earth, he would have seen whole lakes and large bays, 
and even oceans frozen many feet thick. It depends a great 
deal on who surrounds one, as to whether he can find among 
them holy men and women. This writer confesses to have 
seen them, lived with them, dealt with them, labored with 
them, for many years. They were full of faults in many 
ways, to-be-sure, but their hearts were, we are sure, free 
from all moral defilement, and filled with perfect love to 
God, and perfect love to their fellow men.

There is also another angle at which we can view this 
objection. When a person is sufficiently filled with an­
tagonism to holiness, and unbelief in the Word of God, as 
to state that he had never seen a holy man in all his ob­
servation, then it must be that such a soul is dark within, 
and unhappily blinded by prejudices against the possibility 
of the cleansing power of the atonement of Jesus Christ. 
The query then naturally rises, would such a person recog­
nize moral purity in case he should chance to see it? It is 
a matter of history that some of the saintliest persons have 
been the most greatly traduced by their enemies. The foes 
of our divine Lord were free to call Him a “gluttonous 
man,” and to assert that He cast out devils “by Beelzebub, 
the prince of devils,” and Himself had a devil. Martin 
Luther was branded as a heretic, and except for the inter­
vention of his friends, would have been burned at the stake, 
and he was a godly man. Huss, a beautiful character, and
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Wycliff, a devout old man, and Ridley of saintly repute, were 
martyred as enemies of the church and the government. 
George Fox, the white hearted Quaker, and John Knox, the 
spiritually minded Scotsman, and John Wesley, who went 
about doing good, and a thousand others of whom this 
world was not worthy, were hounded and persecuted, and 
some of them imprisoned, and others cruelly maligned as 
agents of Satan. The whole land in which we live, honors 
and believes in Abraham Lincoln, and yet during the fearful 
war between the states, he was the object of hate and ridi­
cule, travesty and caricature, his honor questioned and his 
motives traduced by literal millions both north and south. 
Yet all the time he was an earnest, high-minded patriot, 
who loved both sides and was in grief and heart-ache over 
the catastrophe that had rent asunder his countrymen. We 
allege that oftentimes one’s heart is so hardened against a 
doctrine, that he simply does not want to believe it, and 
refuses the very evidence that would convict his mind, were 
his prejudices removed. Such an one has disqualified him­
self from being able to detect truth. His own heart is so 
full of carnality, and his own eyes are so filled with it, that 
he thinks and feels and sees carnality everywhere. The 
Scriptures record that when the Lord lauded Job, and called 
Satan’s attention to his perfection, that Satan could not see 
it, and endeavored to convince Jehovah that He was mis­
taken concerning His great servant.

When a person can never recall any man, or woman, a 
wife, a sister, a neighbor, a friend, mother or grandmother, 
pastor, church leader, or any one who was free from the 
moral corruption which the race has inherited— n̂o one who 
was ever filled with perfect love—none who were sweetly, 
beautifully holy, and who does not believe that a person 
lives who has such an experience, has become himself so
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sodden with the very thing that we are discussing, until he 
is disqualified from being a judge of holiness should it ap­
pear before him.

Earnest Christians throughout all ages have solemnly 
testified that God had graciously removed from them the 
moral corruption inherited from the race, and that their 
hearts were all aglow with the holiness of the Holy Ghost. 
Shall human testimony be received in courts of law, and not 
be received for the confirmation of scriptural truth?

The Bible clearly teaches that the sin principle can be 
removed in this life, and the preponderance of the testi­
monies of the saints corroborates this teaching. This is 
another step that God is enabling His people to take, in 
their effort again to possess, through the grace of His Son, 
our lost estate.



CHAPTER EIGHT

Is the Eradication of the Carnal Nature Desirable?

It would hardly seem as though a discussion of this 
phase of the question would be needed. It would appear at 
a glance apparently that if any human being in the world 
could secure the removal of moral pollution from his soul 
life, that he would hasten to have it accomplished. How­
ever, the experience of Christian workers in endeavoring to 
spread the gospel of salvation from sin, leads them to the 
conclusion that there are not hundreds, but millions, who 
do not desire to be saved from sin. While we deem it to be 
certainly true that few, if any, actually desire to lose their 
souls, or suffer torture or punishment in the hereafter, still 
they do not desire to be saved from sin. If they could be 
assured that they could continue to sin, and yet in eternity 
be safe from punishment or suffering, they would, so we 
confidently believe, eagerly choose that sort of an arrange­
ment. This is one of the reasons that accounts for the 
rapid spread of pseudo religions, and false schemes of so- 
called salvation. As soon as men realize that these religions 
offer them, according to their teachings, the privilege of 
continuing in sin, and yet of obtaining a freedom from the 
results of sin in the world to come, then they hurry to 
embrace the offered plan. This also is one of the reasons 
why a genuine religion of salvation from all sin, and that 
too, in this present life, receives the support of such a 
meager following, and why many lapse therefrom.

In the whole world, so far as we are informed, there is
7 6
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not a religion that offers genuine salvation from all sin in 
this life, except the religion of Jesus Christ. Nor, among 
all of the almost countless phases of Christianity, is there 
one that promises salvation from all sin in this life, except 
that phase that is held by the second blessing holiness 
people. All others allow for some form of sin or carnality 
during our stay on earth, and only offer a remote freedom 
from these spiritually ruinous qualities in the hereafter. 
This accounts, at least in part, for the slow growth of holi­
ness among the peoples of the world, and also accounts for 
the rapid growth of those phases of Christianity that do 
not insist upon a destruction of every item of moral corrup­
tion that obtains in the soul.

There are countless numbers of human beings who really 
love sin. They have persuaded themselves that there will 
be no future retribution visited upon its results in eternity, 
and consequently they see no reason why they may not 
indulge it here in this life as much as Aey may desire. 
Many love anger, revel in malice, cultivate hate, enjoy 
being unkind, and thrive best, in their own estimation, when 
they are most antagonistic toward God. There are millions 
of thieves in the world, who love to steal. To-be-sure, they 
dislike being caught, because it is so very pleasant and com­
forting to one’s self complacency to have mankind think 
well of one. But, nevertheless, they love to steal, legally, 
if they can, illegally if they must. They steal in trade and 
business; in politics and government; in domestic affairs 
and within the home circle; they will refuse, if they can, to 
pay their bills; they put off the paying of their accounts till 
the creditor is weary and “charges it off;” they “jump” 
their boarding house dues, run away from just debts, and 
hide out till obligations are out-lawed; swindle one another 
in stocks and bonds; run banks when they know they are on
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the verge of failure; manipulate shares and squeeze finan­
cial opponents to death; “corner” commodities and steal 
from the poor and hungry. If you offer these people salva­
tion from this, they chuckle, laugh, and refuse.

Some men like to kill. Human life to them has little or 
no value. A human opponent is to them much the same as 
an animal to be gotten rid of. Men and women will kill 
their own children, and children will slay their parents. 
Wives and husbands often kill one another, and bandits 
shoot down helpless victims, while gangs, in great cities, war 
with gangs, using machine guns and high powered cars. 
Offer them salvation and they will sneer at itl They do 
not want to be saved from sin. Sin is exciting. It offers a 
thrill. Thousands of people will sell their souls for a thrill. 
Justice follows criminals with such leaden feet, that most of 
them escape, and, what if they do not get away? The pur­
suit, the capture, the trial, the publicity of being found 
guilty, the execution (if it comes to that), is all an exciting 
thrill, and is that not what millions live for?

This being the case among the outside, sinful people of 
the world, it is not strange that it has a counterpart in the 
Christian Church. Thousands in the Church do not want to 
be freed from all sin. They are fearful, to-be-sure, that 
there might be something to ^e teaching of the Bible on the 
matter of retribution in the coming world, and in order to 
escape that, they feel that a church membership is desirable. 
But they do not desire to be genuinely godlike. Holiness is 
too tame for them. To be freed from anger, they think, 
would rob them of the very thing that would enable them 
to resent invasion of their rights. To be saved from a 
degree of malice would prevent them from getting even, and 
taking a “dig” at the other fellow when the occasion offered. 
They want some sense of their own superiority left in their
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hearts, and humility is not acceptable to them. They culti­
vate a little bit of worldliness, now and then, and desire 
personal adornment. They ape the world, and do not desire 
to be saved from place seeking, money hunger, or displays 
of importance.

It is beside the point for us to say that such are not 
regenerated. That is not the item of discussion just now; 
what we are stating is that they are church members, and 
professing Christians, and yet they do not want to be jreed  
from all inbred corruption.

Take a step nearer and examine the people who we 
feel reasonably sure are in a regenerated state. Even among 
these are some who must be preached to with great earnest­
ness before one can generate in their hearts the desire to 
be freed from the carnal mind. They will admit that such 
an experience is possible, and they, perchance, will unite 
with some holiness church, and approve of other people’s 
seeking and securing the blessing of a holy heart; and some­
times, even, they will pay their money for the support of 
evangelism that will lead people into this sort of a Chris­
tian life, but they will not earnestly seek freedom from heart 
corruption themselves. Or if they do, it is with such 
reluctance, and hesitation, and such an attitude of “I-am- 
ready-any-time-the-Lord-wants-to-give-it-to-me,” that they 
never obtain. Down deep in their hearts there is not yet 
planted a great hunger for holiness. They have not arrived 
at the place where they had rather be delivered from the 
carnal corruptions of the sin principle than to have any­
thing else in the world. They do not seem to have lost their 
regeneration, and they are in love with holiness after a 
fashion, but they are not weary and outraged and desperate 
at the workings and evidences of the “old man which is 
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;” they are willing
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to wait till some future time to receive the “second touch;” 
they feel reasonably cheerful at the fact that there is a bit 
of the deadly moral corruption still in their hearts; they 
are not frightened at the possibility of this breaking out 
and occasioning their downfall; the fact that there is 
some of that “enmity against God,” that has damned 
the world, and lodged its millions in hell, still in their 
hearts, does not seem powerfully to move them; they 
can hear strong holiness sermons, and admit the truth 
of the spoken discourse, and yet not cry out for 
deliverance; they can witness the risings of carnality 
in their own hearts from time to time, and yet not greatly 
fear. Oh, how subtle, is this ancient devil-derived corrup­
tion! It is like the tuberculosis bacillus which feeds upon 
the health of light hearted beauty, and paints its spurious 
roses upon the cheek of the one it has doomed to die. It 
is like leprosy in the body of a babe born of leprous parents, 
which is said to be exceedingly fair and attractive without, 
yet the virus feeds on its tissue, poisons its blood, and pre­
pares ere long to break out in the hideousness that char­
acterizes the adult leper. It is like the golden liquor that 
“giveth its color in the cup,” concealing meanwhile the in­
evitable results when “it biteth like a serpent and stingeth 
like an adder.” So is this soul corruption in human hearts. 
It was inherited from the devil. It permeates with its 
cancer-like corruption the moral tissues of life. It pours its 
virus into the spiritual currents of our Christian beings, and 
conceals with subtle insidiousness its polluted approach, 
and seems often to paint its bloom of false holiness upon the 
cheeks of the ones it has doomed to perdition.

Is there nothing that can be said, is there nothing that 
can be written or preached that will arouse earnest people 
to hate this subtle foe? One of the present day religious
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deficiencies is a lack of deep-seated hatred for evil in all its 
phases. The present day Christianity among our holiness 
people is not serious enough. It is not desperate enough. 
One would think, by the way we act, that this eternal war 
against an eternal foe were a holiday excursion, instead of 
“war to the knife, and knife to the hilt.” Our enemy never 
gives any quarter, why should quarter be extended to this 
deadly foe? Can we not arouse ourselves? Can we not 
bestir God’s people? There are holiness campmeetings now­
adays that never hear a holiness sermon, from beginning to 
end! There are holiness churches where there are not ten 
per cent who ever profess to be genuinely rid of the carnal 
mind. There are holiness preachers who do not preach on 
that blessed theme from one month’s end to the other.

Can we not arouse a fear in the hearts of God’s truly 
regenerated people against the miasma of carnality? Recall 
the vilest murder of which you have ever read an account; 
note all the dastardly particulars; the deadly malice; the 
long season of hate; the stealthy plan and approach; the 
black hatred that would assassinate a fellow human in the 
midst of his loving children and by the side of his trusting 
wife, who were depending upon him; the exploding of the 
murderous pistol from ambush; the quick plunge of the 
hate-whetted knife; the sudden disappearance while the 
murdered man’s life-current crimsons lie  garments of his 
shrieking cqmpanion—1 What did that? What caused
that hideous crime? What induced that man to be a 
murderer? What hurled that unthinking and probably 
unready soul into eternity? What widowed that wife? 
What orphaned those innocents? CARNALITY! Out of 
the moral corruption of that murderer’s soul there grew the 
black flower of hell that would strike the life from a fellow 
creature. Reader, fellow Christian, is there just a trace of
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that same virus in your own heart? Have you a bit of that 
“enmity against God” in your being? If you have not been 
wholly delivered from the sin principle, from that dark 
festering moral corruption that adheres in every heart, even 
after one’s sins have been forgiven, and one’s name is 
written down in God’s life book above, then you possess 
some of the same identical element that exploded the 
murderer’s pistol, and flashed the assassin’s knife. Oh, that 
we could stir some heart to see its danger! Oh, for language 
to paint the picture as black as it really is!

All the hate that the world has ever known, since Cain 
crouched by the pathway, and bludgeoned his brother Abel 
to death, in the long ago; all the murders that have dark­
ened the annals of history, and painted scenes of black 
blood-lust in the hearts of human beings; all the quarreling, 
bickering, fighting, and assaulting; all the stealing, thieving, 
robbing, burglary, and banditry; all the lusting licentious­
ness, raping, illicit sex appeal, harlotry, whoremongering, 
effeminacy, trial marriage, illegitimate child birth, pre-natal 
murder and bastardry; all wars and fighting, and pillaging 
and burning of looted towns, and slaughtering of men, and 
appropriation of women captives, the wars of Alexander, 
the Virars of Csesar, the wars of Wallenstein and Tilly, the 
sack of the Netherlands, the Napoleonic horrors, the “Black 
Hole of Calcutta,” the “Bloody Angle” at Spotsylvania, 
the massacre of General Custer, the world war with its 
twenty million victims, is all, all, all due to the moral cor­
ruption of the human race, the carnal mind that is in every 
child of Adam; (until it has been burned away by the 
sanctifying baptism of the Holy Ghost), that old principle 
of sin that lingers in the hearts of the regenerated. Oh, 
reader, have you a trace of it in your heart? Have you 
been freed from every taint of it? Can you look up into the
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face of God, and assure Him that, as He knows your heart, 
you do not know how you can abandon yourself any more 
to Him than you are, and that you do not know how you  
can trust Him for the cleansing of your innermost heart any 
more than you are how trusting Him? Unless you can do 
this, dear reader, you are now cherishing in your own bosom 
some of the very same virus, some of the very corruption, 
some of the carnality that caused Adam’s expulsion from the 
garden, Cain to slay Abel, and that has brought all the 
woes, and horror, and blood, and licentiousness, and damna­
tion and ruin upon this race! Do you want it there? Are 
you nursing it? Are you excusing it? Are you cherishing 
it? Would you like to carry this black something to the 
Judgment with you? Would you like to have the glorified 
Christ see it? Would you like to have Him of the thorns 
and the nails and the pierced side, find your heart tainted 
With the very corruption that jammed the thorns down onto 
His holy brow, and drove the nails through His hands (that 
had been laid with healing and blessing onto sick and 
fevered humanity), and that thrust the spear into His side, 
which was throbbing with a God-like love for you? And 
yet that will be your portion, if you do not rid yourself of 
this inbred pollution. The sorrowful, heartbroken look that 
the Master gave Peter, when enemies were hounding Him 
to His death, and Peter was denying with oaths and curses 
that he had ever known Him, was not more piercing, sad 
and pathetic than will be the look that will fall on you, 
reader, who have named His name, received the merit of 
His grace, accepted His salvation, been accorded a place on 
His heavenly roster, united with the church that calls itself 
after His blessed name, and posed as one of His followers, 
and yet now appear before His Judgment throne with your
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heart dark with moral defilement; your soul still clinging to 
the very carnal nature that animated the hearts of His ene­
mies and caused them to spill His blood.

Can it be that you do not desire to be freed from this 
foul remnant of the sin life in which you once lived? Is it 
not desirable to have a clean heart? Is it not the most 
happy possession that one could secure this side of heaven? 
Is not likeness to Him, His purity, His meekness. His 
humility. His other-worldliness. His obedience and His sac­
rificial spirit a desirable obtainment? The Lord commands 
that you should possess freedom from carnality when He 
says, “Be ye holy, for I am holy!” (1 Peter 1:16). He 
promises it, when He says, “If we walk in the light as he is 
in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son, cleanseth us from all sin!” 
(1 John 1:7). He declares that no one can hope to see 
God in peace except the man who is “pure in heart.” His 
preparation for living with Him in “Zion’s hill,” is to have 
“Clean hands, and a pure heart” (Psalm 24:3,4). Can 
you feel, then, reader, that it is a matter of indifference 
whether you have carnality removed? That you can go 
on day by day, allowing the “remains of sin” to pollute your 
being, and not be moved desperately to have it cleansed 
away? Better far that you lived on the bread of afiliction, 
and the water of sorrow, until your frame tottered with 
weakness, and succeeded thereby in having your soul set at 
liberty (if that would do it) from the moral corruption of 
carnality, than to feed fat as many do, glibly pattering the 
shibboleths of the holiness movement, and yet retain the 
dark stain of the principle of sin to be your Nemesis at the 
great day of eternal reckoning.

Oh, that we could reach the ears of every sleeping Chris­
tian in the Church of God! Oh, that we could secure the
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attention of every unsanctified man and woman in the holi­
ness movement! We would call ceaselessly to awake and 
seek freedom from this carnal heart that checks prayer, and 
halts testimony, and cools fervor, and opens a door to the 
return of the enemy that once possessed it, and keeps one 
constantly on the verge of backsliding, and puts a wail in 
the bedside pleas, instead of a shout of joy, and grieves God, 
and hurts your influence, and makes of the Bible a book of 
condemnation instead of commendation, and originates dif­
ferences at home and in the church, and occasions loss of 
temper, and sometimes results in downright lapses from the 
faith, and the soul’s final plunge into hell.

Is it desirable to be freed from it? If it is not, then 
well might we ask: Is heaven desirable? Is escape from 
hell desirable? Is the smile of God worth having? Is the 
commendation of Jesus our Lord at the Judgment a matter 
to wish for? Is eternal felicity with God in the celestial 
world something you want? Would you have back the lost 
estate which Adam once possessed? If you answer, “Oh, 
yes, these we ought to have!” then, according to the terms 
of the atonement of Christ, the commands and promises of 
God, the office work of the Holy Ghost, we must be holy!



CHAPTER NINE

% •

Js Holiness a Necessity or a Luxury?

It will be remembered that the estate that was possessed 
by Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden consisted, spirit­
ually speaking, of holiness. When they sinned against God, 
this was lost. That the Scriptures seem to teach, that only 
in an accommodated way was this quality restored to them. 
Even then, it was to a greater or lesser degree imputed and 
not imparted. Through faith in a Redeemer to come, 
represented by the slain lamb, and the smoking altar, they 
were forgiven, and a degree of holiness was assigned to their 
credit.

But with the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, God 
brought into being His great plan, not only for imputing 
the merits of the Redeemer to those who accepted and be­
lieved in Him, but arranged actually to make them “par­
takers of his holiness.” There is a clear intimation through­
out the sacred record that through the atoning blood, there 
was brought into existence the plan for recovery of the 
“lost estate.”

There is a good reason for this. The heavenly Father, 
before the fall of Adam, fellowshipped graciously with him. 
It was because the man and his Creator were so alike in 
character that enabled them to do this without discomfort 
and restraint. When sin entered, and the character of the 
man changed, then the fellowship ceased. Their ability to 
fellowship one another was in their mutual holiness of 
character.

8 6
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In the process of the restoration of mankind to the 
estate that was lost in Adam, we can readily see that one 
of the prime necessities is that he shall be restored to holi­
ness. His forgiveness and regeneration are merely a step 
toward that desired end, but are not the end itself. When, 
therefore, a Christian secures forgiveness for his sins, and 
the regeneration of his soul, he has just begun in the good 
way in which God designs for him to walk,—the object or 
purpose of which He has already purchased with the blood 
of His Son. If a Christian stops short then, of holiness of 
heart, he is a case of arrested development. He has not 
attained to the chief end of the atonement. He has but 
entered the ante-chamber of the edifice called “the Kingdom 
of God.” The ante-chamber, to-be-sure, is a welcome pro­
tection from the pursuing beasts of sin. He is in his Lord’s 
house, and under his Lord’s protection. Many at this point 
are contented to revel in their safety, and rejoice in their 
security, and to be satisfied with the degree of fellowship, 
that the Lord of the mansion is able with occasional visits 
to bestow upon them. But all the time, there is the great 
parlor of the “House,” with its attractive couches, its satis­
fying food, its cheering pictures, and its constant fellowship 
with the Lord Proprietor of the place, that invites to further 
entrance. Is the divine Lord pleased to have one tarry in 
tlie ante-chamber while the guest room awaits him?

The Scriptures bear this out. God clearly commands 
that we be hbly when the inspired apostle writes, “Be ye 
holy, for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16). Here it is in the 
imperative mood. It is as much of a command as “thou 
shalt not steal.” One has just as much right to disobey the 
one about stealing as the one about holiness. The Lord is, 
no doubt, very pitiful, and full of compassion, and will toler­
ate much in His children, because of their ignorance, that



8 8 OUR LOST ESTATE

He does not approve, and will thus continue to keep from 
breaking with many of His sons and daughters, when they 
unwittingly remain in the ante-chamber; nevertheless, there 
can be no manner of question but that He wills that they 
should come into the guest room, and desires that they 
should do so, and here in the above Scripture commands 
that they should enter. He also gives the reason why He 
commands holiness. He says, “for I am holy.” That is. 
He desires and commands His children to be holy, because 
they are to enter His holy dwelling, and fellowship with 
Him forever more. This they cannot do, unless they are 
holy men and women. Men touched with moral corruption 
cannot fellowship intimately with deity. He proposes, then, 
that He will apply the blood of His Son, and cleanse them 
from all their unholiness, in order to fit them for fellowship 
with Himself.

The Scriptures further allege that “He is able to save 
them to the uttermost, who come unto God by him.” 
Which can scarcely be interpreted to mean salvation from 
the depths of sin, only, but ^hich must also include the 
heights to which He is able to bring them, after He had 
rescued them from the pit in which sin had lodged them. 
The “uttermost” to which God can lift a fully abandoned 
soul, cannot be thought of as less than that degree of heart 
purity, that characterized the race when first He created 
it. If He could create a race holy, in the beginning. He 
certainly is able to restore it to that same degree of holiness, 
if the members of it are fully abandoned to Him, and fully, 
believingly committed to His hands. To argue other than 
this, would be to argue that the devil had brought some­
thing to pass that God was helpless to undo, and that he 
had twisted a sin-thread that God could not untwine.

Again the Scriptures state that God calls us to holiness.
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“For ye are not called unto uncleanness, but unto holiness; 
he that rejecteth, rejecteth not man but God.” Shall God 
call His children in vain? Does He not mean what He 
says? Can His call go unheeded, and yet we find favor in 
His sight? It distinctly states that “He hath not called us 
unto uncleanness.” What has every regenerated soul found 
lurking in his heart, but a degree of uncleanness? What is 
that turbulent temper that would break out, and scold and 
complain, but for your very prayerful and agonizing resist­
ance? Is that clean? What is that spirit of resentment that 
rises and asks for expression, and would obtain expression, 
too, but for your humble call upon the Lord for help? Is 
that clean? What is that secret spirit of pride that longs to 
ape the world, and pines because of narrowness of the way 
that will not permit a truly regenerated soul to give room to 
pride, but that still, occasionally, looks with longing at the 
things of the world, and the people of the world, and sighs 
for the ways they have and the dress and adornment they 
possess? Is that clean? What is that stinginess that rises 
and protests against your paying your tithe to God, or 
longs to expend it on yourself and let God’s cause go un­
cared for? Is that clean? What is that peevishness, that 
petulancy, that whimpering and whining that, but for much 
waiting on God, would break out in your life? Is that 
clean? And He states that He did not call you unto un­
cleanness. Do you suppose that He is content then to have 
you remain where you are harassed by it? Does He not 
desire to save you from it? Is God happy with the sort of 
experience that you possess? If God is not satisfied with 
your experience then you can never be, and any experience 
unsatisfactory to you, is displeasing to Him.

But He does declare that He has called you unto holi­
ness. Here He contrasts “uncleanness” with “holiness.”
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Then holiness must be a freedom from all these unclean 
things. It must be a freedom from a secret spirit of pride. 
From a temper that would defile you. From a disposition 
of resentment, touchiness, get-even, slap-back, or retalia­
tion. From all desire of the world, or the things of the 
world, or worldly ways, or worldly doings. A freedom from 
all the moral defilement that produces these is holiness. 
This is that to which God has called us. And He states 
that if we object to this, or “resist” this, we are not resist­
ing some preacher, or some movement, or some church, but 
that we are resisting God himself. Be careful reader, what 
you do, when you oppose holiness. God is the God of holi­
ness. He loves heart purity. He has declared that He will 
have a holy people. Beware how you oppose even those 
who are called holiness people. They may have peculiari­
ties, and they may be a bit eccentric, they may be, to your 
notion, extravagant, but, if they have found purity of heart, 
then God declares they are distinctly His kind of people. 
If you offend them, beware, you are offending Him!

The writer to the Ephesians states that “Christ also 
loved the church and gave himself for it, that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word, that he might present it to himself, a glorious 
church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, but 
that it should be holy and without blemish” (Eph. 5:25-27). 
If Christ purchased all this for His Church, if He made all 
arrangements to sanctify and cleanse it, if He planned to 
fix it up so that it might not have spot or wrinkle, if He 
designs His “called out” people to be without blemish, then 
we submit that it is the duty, as well as the high privilege 
of His church, to possess itself of this wonderful objective 
that He has purchased for it. Can Christ be satisfied with 
a church that does not yet have what He planned for it?
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Can He look with complacency on it? Can He bless it as 
otherwise He would? Will He not yearn over it, and plead 
with it, through the ministrations of His Spirit, and chide 
it, and beckon to it, and urge it, and call to it, with provi­
dential dealings, and rest not night or day till His own 
beloved people who have been called out of sin, are called 
into holiness, and stand before Him “without spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing”? Can we think of Jesus Christ 
who shed His blood to obtain this marvelous inheritance for 
His people, resting content until the last one has found that 
objective that He prized so highly for them, as to suffer and 
die to obtain it for them?

And reader, what would you think of a people who had 
already been called out of sin, and partaken of His grace 
to that degree, being still satisfied to retain a bit of that old 
corruption that filled the hearts of His enemies when they 
slew Him? Or what would you think of a people that would 
be so dilatory, so negligent, so indolent in the way, whose 
feet would drag with such leaden weights in their pursuit 
after the very thing that He came all the way from heaven 
to bring to them, through the sacrifice of His cross? Can 
a Christian, himself, be content without holiness? Can 
he rest easy when he is harassed every now and then with 
the sin principle? Can he look at the wounds and bruises 
and blood stains of his Lord, and realize that “Jesus also, 
that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suf­
fered without the gate” (Heb. 13:12), and then go on day 
after day without a mighty struggle, to obtain that for which 
our Lord suffered the unmentionable agonies of Gethsemane 
and Calvary? Can there be such a prize as to be made spot­
less and without blemish by the application by the Lord him­
self of the merits of His death, and we not want it? Can any 
one call himself a Christian and assume such an attitude of
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indifference toward the purchase of the sweat of Golgotha?
In the Hebrew letter, the 12th chapter, and 14th verse, 

we read “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). No, this 
does not mean, we apprehend, that no unsanctified man or 
woman shall ever look on the face of the Lord Jesus, be­
cause the opposite of that is taught in many places. We 
are told, in fact, that every one of us shall stand in His holy 
presence and render there an account of our whole lives. 
But it means, so we are convinced, that no man shall see 
the face of the Lord Jesus Christ in peace and comfort un­
less he stands before Him with a clean holy heart. Can, 
then, this matter of holiness be one that a Christian can 
contemplate without concern? When we are distinctly 
assured here on the authority of the Word of God that we 
cannot stand before Him at the great Judgment day with 
comfort, or satisfaction, or peace, if there is a lingering rem­
nant of the moral corruption in our beings that was left 
there after we had been forgiven and our names written in 
His blessed book; how can we then be indifferent to the 
need of having it cleansed away? Is it not the paramount 
duty, as well as the marvelous privilege of a Christian to 
hasten at once, and seek with “strong cryings and tears,” 
to have this depraved nature removed? Can a person, in 
the light of these great Scriptures, longer fancy that the 
experience of heart purity is a mere spiritual luxury? Does 
it not, in view of the utterances of the Word of God leap 
at once into the position of a necessity?

Let us reason on this important matter a bit. What 
keeps a human being from the sweet fellowship of God? 
Is it not his utter unlikeness to Him? In what does that 
unlikeness consist? Is it not in the holiness of God, and the 
unholiness of the man? What can possibly give one a



IS HOLINESS A NECESSITY OR A LUXURY? 9 3

sense of great comfort as he faces the Judgment bar? Will 
it not be the possibility of having a moral similarity with 
the Judge? What can give that similarity? Holiness.

But some one interposes, will not Jesus, who has been 
our accepted Savior, vouch for us, accredit us, and accept 
us, and take His stand in our stead, at the Judgment Day 
of God? There are several things that must be said to that 
proposition. The first is, that Jesus is to be the Judge, and 
it is before Him that we must all appear. “For we must 
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ” (2 Cor. 5: 
10). The second is, that however much He may be our 
accepted Savior, that very acceptance carries with it the 
obligation on our part of obeying Him. He has called us 
to holiness, and if we have not obeyed Him, will He take 
His place by our side and accredit us, and vouch for us, and 
appear in our stead, thus guilty of disobedience? The third 
thing is, that we can hardly expect the blessed Son of God 
to ally Himself with persons who are cherishing, and excus­
ing, and palliating the existence of the very thing in their 
hearts that animated the minds of His own murderers. His 
chief errand into this world was to make the race a “par­
taker of his holiness.” The grand purpose of His advent 
was to die in order to sanctify the people. His greatest gift 
was of Himself to His own Church, in order that He might 
“sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word, that he might present it to himself a glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it 
should be holy and without blemi^.” If we appear, then, 
before His judgment seat not having obeyed Him, and still 
possessing moral defilement, and the carnal sin principle, is 
it reason for us to expect Him to look upon us with pleas­
ure, and to extend His hands in peace and blessing? Will 
He then be, in point of fact, our Savior? Can He be the
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Savior of disobedient, carnal souls who have had the light 
of the second work of grace, and refused or neglected to 
walk therein?

Oh, friend, who reads these lines, are you made wholly 
free from this contaminating, dangerous enemy that would 
thwart the purpose of the coming to earth of the Son of 
God, make light of His promises, defy His commands, dis­
regard His wishes, and think to make Him a companion 
and associate of the very nature He came to destroy?

Holiness is a necessity to any follower of Jesus Christ. 
It is the only thing that can fit one for the heavenly home 
wherein He dwells. It alone can equip the soul for eternal 
fellowship with the divine. To buy back the lost estate of 
Adam’s race and lift it out of sin into holiness was the very 
purpose of His coming. The establishment of the Church 
was for the purpose of having a household, that would en­
courage one another forward into that “holiness without 
which no man can see the Lord.” The ministry exists pri­
marily for the purpose of winning men from the ways of 
sin, and then conducting them on into the ripe fitness for 
heaven. “Whom we preach, warning every man, and teach­
ing every man in all wisdom; that we may present every 
man perfect in Christ Jesus” (Col. 1:28). The highest ob­
ject of prayer is reached only when one is praying for the 
perfect Christian holiness to be possessed by those for whom 
he prays.

Woe unto that believer who looks upon heart holiness as 
a luxury. Would Jesus Christ suffer the agonies of the 
garden and the cross in order to purchase for us something 
that we did not actually need and that was only a super­
fluity? On the contrary it is as great a necessity as is for­
giveness of sins. It is as needful in order to carry your 
soul to heaven, as the justification of your soul in God’s
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sight. It is as necessary as the implantation of new life in 
the person who is “dead in trespasses and in sins” (Eph. 
2:1) at the time of the new birth. It is the one altogether 
necessary experience that the soul must have, in order to 
qualify it for admission to the gates of pearl.

Woe unto that church that fails to lead its members on 
into the cleansing of the heart. It is as false to its heaven- 
intended purpose, as would be a man who invited a freezing 
traveler out of a fearful ice storm, into a great house where 
there was no fire, nor means of producing one, and yet as­
suring him that he was safe. He would walk, benumbed 
with cold from great room to great room looking for warmth 
and comfort. He would peer out into the wild storm of the 
night, and hesitate to re-enter that fierce whirlwind of death. 
He would turn back again to tramp his freezing way from 
frigid room to frosty hall. At length he would fall, and 
chill, and die, as much a victim to the cold in the house, as 
he would have been had he remained without in the blast. 
So is that church that kindles not the fire of holiness within 
her borders. To-be-sure, it offers a species of shelter, but 
the numbness of moral corruption is as sure to prove fatal 
within such a fold, as would the blasts of open sin in the 
outside world. No church can be the house of God unless 
it leads men to holiness; unless it inculcates the need of 
holiness; unless it shows the possibilities of holiness; imless 
it enables its people, who have entered it for safety, to find 
freedom from the moral defilement of inbred sin.

Woe to that ministry that contents itself in winning men 
away from sin, and then leaves them there to fight a hope­
less battle against that inward foe, that at length opens 
again the gates of man-soul to the enemy and causes the 
last state of that man to be worse than the first. Woe to 
that ministry that does not set an example of holiness in its



9 6 OUR LOST ESTATE

own heart and conduct; that allows slight evidences of 
carnality to besmirch the snowy garments of its priestly 
office; that excuses evidences of the “old man” (Rom. 6:6), 
stating that we are just being human; that gets peevish, 
and petulant, back-bites and criticizes, seeks out the good 
places, and insists upon the good salaries. A fearful con­
demnation shall await it at the Assize of God. Woe to that 
ministry that ceases to agonize over souls, that they may be 
sanctified wholly, that commercializes the office of Shepherd 
of the flock, that complacency that looks upon the minis­
terial office as a field for gathering fees, and not an occasion 
when one shall battle desperately for the souls of men that 
they shall be saved from sin, and led into holiness. What 
shall such a shepherd say when he stands before the Great 
Bishop and Overseer of the Church?

Woe unto the Christian layman who neglects the central 
idea of Christianity, who evades the purpose and purchase 
of the shed blood of Jesus Christ, who thinks to carry un­
holiness with him to heaven. Who would bring a heart 
still tainted with the moral corruption that filled the hearts 
of the men who crucified our Lord, into His majestic pres­
ence at the day when He makes inquisition for blood, and 
think to get by with it.

Holiness is necessary. It is necessary here on this earth. 
It is necessary in order to calm the fears of the one whose 
soul is preparing to leave the body. It is necessary to give 
us “boldness at the day of judgment, because as he is so 
are we” (1 John 4:17). It is necessary when “the books 
are opened” (Rev. 20:12). It is necessary in order to live 
with a holy God in a holy heaven “while the years of 
eternity roll.”



CHAPTER TEN

Entire Sanctification

The first great step in the process of recovering the race 
from the condition of sin, unto which the enemy had en­
ticed it, is regeneration. This has already been considered 
in chapter four and is, as we have seen, a gracious and 
amazing experience. It is a literal miracle which brings 
the soul out of spiritual darkness and death, into the light 
and life of forgiveness.

The second great step is entire sanctification, which we 
are to discuss in this chapter. This is a second work of 
grace, and is as distinct, and is witnessed to by the opera­
tion of the Holy Spirit upon the consciousness of the candi­
date, as clearly as the Spirit witnessed to the first experience 
or regeneration.

The expression, “entire,” is seemingly employed because 
of the fact that the experience of regeneration is, in some 
degree, an act of cleansing. All committed sins are gra­
ciously forgiven, and the pollution of these is largely purged 
away. To speak technically, one is sanctified when he is 
regenerated, but he is not sanctified wholly. It is this latter 
qualification of “entire” or “wholly” that characterizes the 
experience that destroys the carnal nature, and frees the 
heart from inherited moral corruption. This is an impor­
tant distinction, in our judgment. Many persons get won­
derfully blessed while seeking God, and under the urge of 
such a buoyancy, they feel that they are sanctified wholly. 
Later on, they discover the workings of the carnal mind
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still within their hearts, and are led to doubt whether there 
is in this teaching the mighty results that are claimed. The 
truth of the matter is, they were sanctified, so to speak, but 
they had not reached the point where the real crucifixion of 
their own hearts had taken place, and the “old man of sin” 
utterly slain. When this place is reached, they will be 
sanctified wholly! It is very important that this be clearly 
grasped, so that seekers will not confound an ecstatic emo­
tion for the destruction of the moral corruption, which they 
have inherited.

There are gracious emotions, ’tis true, connected with 
the reception of the experience of entire sanctification, but 
no one should be led to feel that it is all emotion. If we 
do, then, as soon as the emotion subsides a bit, under the 
routine of ordinary living, or the stress of temptation, the 
candidate will imagine that the experience has been lost. 
But if one waits on God with a humble, complete abandon­
ment of one’s self, the past, the future, the present; all 
utterly yielded to Him, for Him to possess, and guide, and 
use just as He wills, and then trusts Him fully to cleanse 
the depraved nature away, and to fill one with the Holy 
Ghost, there will not only come a blessed emotion, but also 
a definite consciousness that He is now doing that for which 
the surrender was made, and the soul will be enabled to say, 
with certainty, that the witness has been given, and the 
cleansing is complete. The soul will then have its first feel­
ing of complete spiritual satisfaction.

The great John Wesley used to say, when teaching this 
experience to his converts, that it was such a sweet, beauti­
ful, soul-satisfying possession, that “the only way to get the 
dogs to worry it was to put a bear-skin on it.” That is, in 
other words, it is the caricatures of holiness that excite the 
contempt and opposition of many of its enemies. Many
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strange and peculiar teachings have attached themselves, 
first and last, to this great doctrine. Many odd, eccentric 
and even very objectionable persons have upheld it, until it 
has partaken, after a manner, of some of the disgust that 
was felt toward the ones who preached about it. However, 
we must never allow a doctrine of the Bible to be discarded 
because of the grotesque and outrageous misrepresentation 
that has been made of it. If we did that, there is hardly 
a blessed doctrine in the Book that would escape; for prac­
tically all its good teachings have at some time been wrested 
from their meanings, twisted to make a trap to catch the 
unwary, or warped completely out of shape, to fit some 
private scheme of so-called salvation.

Let us proceed to take the “bear-skin” off this holy 
truth of heart purity, and see what it is that its enemies 
have flouted, hated, objected to, and scornfully discarded. 
We desire to call, then, the attention of the reader to a 
few things that entire sanctification is not, in order to clear 
the ground for a full consideration as to what it is.

In the first place, entire sanctification is not in any 
sense an absolute perjection. Absolute perfection is a quali­
fication that God claims for Himself, and He will not, very 
probably cannot, share this with another. It is very pos­
sible that the holiness that God possesses, is the very same 
kind that exists in the heart of the truly sanctified, but the 
degree is not the same. Just as the ocean water in a pail 
is the same as the water that rolls in the ocean’s depths, 
but the degree is vastly different. When one is wholly 
sanctified, his heart is filled with perfect love, and that is the 
same kind of love that God possesses, but there is a vast 
difference in the degree of it.

Again, entire sanctification is not the kind of holiness 
that angels possess. The angels who have kept their first
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estate, and have never sinned against God, possess a unique 
position with regard to that. They have never sinned 1 
Since their creation they have obeyed God without a flaw 
or a mistake. But the kind of holiness that men can secure, 
must always be the kind that is accorded to beings who 
have been sinners. We have disobeyed God. We have 
hated His divine holiness. We have been redeemed through 
the grace of His Son. We have come up out of a horrible 
pit. We have been hewn from the rough boiflders of sin. 
Now that we present ourselves before Him, for His holiness, 
it cannot be the innocent kind such as angels possess, but 
it must be the kind that can be accorded only to men who 
have been “plucked as brands from the burning.” No, we 
do not profess to be angels, when we receive this great 
blessing, but just common men and women, woefully weak, 
still under the curse of the fall, as to mental and physical 
powers, but pure and holy in heart, and filled with His per­
fect love.

Then again, entire sanctification is not, as we have inti­
mated above, flie sort of complete perfection that was the 
happy privilege of Adam and Eve when they occupied the 
Garden of Eden in their unfallen state. Their bodies were 
perfect, while ours are full of the possibilities of pain, weak­
ness, abnormal appetites and passions, decay and final 
death. Their minds were perfect, and they needed not to 
learn, but possessed an intuitive knowledge. The minds of 
human beings, even after they are wholly sanctified, are 
subject to weakness, frailty, imperfect judgment, poor mem­
ory, indecision, and failure often, to see the effect that will 
spring from a certain cause; all of which have been entailed 
on them by the fall of the race, and will last this life out. 
The reader ought to understand that God has put His re­
demptive plan into effect by dispensations and not all at
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once. In the Old Testament days He brought a degree of 
regeneration into effect, but did not introduce entire sancti­
fication in all its fulness, till Pentecost. Many of the Old 
Testament saints, no doubt, had a blessed degree of holi­
ness, but it was not filled full, and rounded out, as we 
may possess it now, after the descent of the Holy Ghost, 
and the inauguration of His dispensation. So, today His 
faithful people can have the sin problem completely solved, 
and come into His holy presence with a pure heart, but all 
these days we must carry with us the defects of our fallen 
and imperfect bodies, and the weaknesses and imperfec­
tions of our blighted mentality. In a future chapter we 
desire to consider the degree of salvation that shall be ac­
corded us when we reach the experience of glorification, but 
suffice it to say here, that it will be this marvelous blessing 
that will remove the defects of the physical, and accord us 
our perfect resurrection bodies, and will also transform our 
halting, enfeebled mentality into that suited to the heavenly 
knowledge and companionship into which we shall come. 
If all holiness people would look well to this feature of the 
redemptive pian of God, they would not place the experience 
of holiness too high, or demand too much of their sanctified 
friends and fellow Christians.

Another thing that entire sanctification does not do: 
It does not lift a soul to such a height that it cannot sin, if 
it chooses to do so. Many detractors of holiness declare 
that we teach that a person cannot sin, but this is not true. 
In near thirty years of association with holiness people, 
and in listening to all sorts of holiness preachers, we have 
never heard one state such a position. However, we do 
teach, and fully believe, that the Scriptures teach, that this 
experience does remove the carnal sin principle from the 
hearts of God’s fully abandoned, fully trusting people, and
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fills them so graciously with the Holy Ghost as to enable 
them not to sin. The blessing of heart purity fills them full 
of the holiness of God, so as to make anything that is re­
motely like sin, abhorrent to them. This effectually en­
ables them to refrain from committing sin, if they are aware 
that it is sin. But however well sanctified a person may 
be, he nevertheless must be constantly on his guard against 
the insidious inroads of this malady of hell. At no time, 
can one remit the eternal vigilance that is ever the price of 
heaven. We apprehend that Satan never abandons the pos­
sibility of encompassing the downfall of any saint, and 
keeps his name, as it were, on his list of possibilities imtil 
that soul is safe in paradise. If this eternal watchfulness 
could have little more place among us, we feel sure that 
lapses from the faith would be fewer than they are.

So far are the holiness teachers removed from alleging 
that a person can reach the place where he cannot sin, that 
they admit that one can never reach such a place this side 
of the grave. Indeed, it is freely declared that a person can 
be almost within reach of the goal of heaven, and yet, at 
that point, if he so desires, can turn back, and perish in 
the flames of woe. All the more, then, we should be on our 
constant guard! All the more ought we to go forth each 
day thrice armed! All the more should we never neglect 
prayer, or suitable testimony, or attendance upon the ap­
pointed means of grace, or any portion of “the whole armor 
of God.” For if we are in jeopardy every hour, then let us 
“watch and be sober,” lest that jeopardy prove our ruin.

Another negative for entire sanctification is this, viz., 
that it does not place a person where he cannot be tempted. 
It would be almost absurd to discuss this, but for the fact 
that serious-minded men actually declare that holiness 
preachers so proclaim. This is a great mistake. No holi-
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ness preacher of any reputation for intelligence or sanity 
ever made such a declaration. Temptations will continue 
during our entire sojourn in this “vale of tears.” Instead 
of entire sanctification lessening temptation, it has a tend­
ency to increase it. To-be-sure, the temptations will be 
modified some, after one has been freed from the moral 
corruption of the carnal mind. But they will be found sur­
rounding us on every hand. Temptations to spiritual pride; 
to think that we are, in some way, God’s favorites; to be­
lieve that there is little or no real love for God outside the 
holiness people; to let down in spiritual fervor; to think 
that now we are sanctified wholly, we do not need to be as 
careful about attending services for God’s worship; to criti­
cize those who have not seen the light of holiness, or those 
who have lapsed from the way; to assume that we can tell 
just who has backslidden and who has not—those who agree 
with us, of course, must be, we are apt to think, all right, 
and those who have dared to differ with us are certainly 
fallen! We may be tempted to think that God has spoken 
to us, giving us information about other people. And so 
on, almost endlessly. Temptations will dog our steps, until 
we have left the earth for eternity.

Temptation is, we believe, a part of the necessary train­
ing for God’s people here below. Rightly considered it is 
only a testing time, and all moral beings need tests now and 
then, in order to reveal to them their spiritual whereabouts. 
Those who succumb, will soon find themselves in a sadly 
lapsed state. Those who successfully combat the enemy 
when he appears in the guise of temptation, will find them­
selves promoted. Indeed, the whole plan of temptation is 
not unlike the officers’ camps that the government conducted 
after America entered the World War. Young men were 
assembled in officers’ schools. They were compelled to dig
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ditches, only to fill them again, for digging another day. 
They marched up hill in their heavy accoutrements, only to 
march down again. They were made to march on the 
“double time,” when there was nothing at the end of the 
race to have occasioned their haste. Wiat was it all for? 
To prepare them for the commissions they were to carry 
into the war. Many of them were made into majors and 
colojiels when they arrived in France. If one refused to 
dig ditches, or climb the hills, or to “double time” with 
heavy loads, he was left behind to come over later as a 
private, or to do the cleaning up about the camp, as a “con­
scientious objector.” But he received no promotion, and 
was entrusted with no responsibility.

We may well believe that those who successfully pass 
through the spiritual testings of this life, will be promoted 
to the positions of responsibility and trust, in the world to 
come. Those who refused to endure, and succumbed to 
temptation, will receive no heavenly commissions. Holiness 
will help us endure. Holiness will put the thrill into the 
spiritual ditch-digging, and the spiritual hill-climbing. Holi­
ness will send us up the dusty spiritual road with heavy 
burdens on our shoulders, preparing for the promotions of 
the skies.

Another negative to place over against entire sanctifi­
cation is this: This beautiful blessing will not always
equip its possessor to present, on all occasions, a perfect 
conduct. Conduct is graduated by knowledge and informa­
tion. Holiness does not confer upon the candidate perfect 
knowledge but does confer perfect love. With a woefully 
limited knowledge, and oftentimes shortage of information, 
even sanctified people frequently make mistakes that result 
in conduct of which we must sometimes disapprove.

When will the world learn, and when will the holiness
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people leam, that a heart may be pure, motives just, inten­
tions without a flaw, and yet the conduct sadly off-color. 
Many people with holy hearts have been judged unjustly, 
harshly, and with unkind criticism, for some imperfect ac­
tion, that resulted from limited knowledge or faulty in­
formation, when if they had known more, they surely would 
have offended less. Oftentimes it is almost a certainty that 
if the ones who criticized had themselves known as little as 
the one against whom they were hurling their unkind re­
marks, they would have done no better. How careful we 
ought to be not to judge. How silent should be our lips 
when others are being considered. Little do we know what 
limited light, and deficient information, our erring brother 
labors under. Until we can know, judgment is better re­
served!

Let it be here frankly stated, that while we uphold, be­
lieve, and experience, the gracious second work of grace that 
sanctifies the heart wholly from inherited carnaljty, yet we 
just as frankly admit that every saint comes nightly to his 
couch with many instances against him of unintentional 
offenses against the perfect will of God. It will always be 
safe for people who are sanctified wholly to pray with 
tender unction, “forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors.” These debts do not refer, we insist, to known 
sins, or wilful offenses against God. They refer to those 
comings-short of the perfect will of our heavenly Father, of 
which all mankind is more or less guilty every day, and for 
which the most beautiful saint needs forgiveness. They are 
not sins, as we understand that term, but are unwitting 
transgressions. Only a perfect knowledge of the whole will 
of God could possibly prevent this. Who is capable here 
below of such knowledge? Who, except the divine Son of 
God, ever possessed it? When the resurrection day shall
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dawn, and we are accorded our perfect intellects, and can 
be “clothed upon” with our bodies prepared for celestial 
habitation, then we will cease even to transgress any phase 
of the beautiful will of God, and will serve Him in complete 
perfection, and perfect conduct.

Having cleared away some of the rubbish, and debris, 
that have accumulated around this beautiful truth of full sal­
vation, obscuring its beauty, lessening its attraction, and 
marring its power, let us proceed to discuss more definitely 
some of its positive features. Regeneration, the initial ex­
perience, looking to the recovery of the “lost estate,” cast 
Satan, that ancient enemy, out of the heart, but left a moral 
corruption within. The experience of entire sanctification 
removes that moral depravity. In regeneration we obtained 
something that we had never had before, viz., the life of 
God. In entire sanctification we lost something that we had 
possessed all our days, the carnal mind. In regeneration 
we received the love of God imparted to our forgiven hearts. 
In entire sanctification we had that love "’made perfect.” 
In regeneration we obtained “peace with God.” In entire 
sanctification we obtained “the peace of God.” In regener­
ation we had the Holy Ghost “with us.” In entire sancti­
fication we have the Holy Ghost “in us.” When we were 
converted to God, the Holy Ghost became our Guest. We 
welcomed Him, and deferred to Him, but, nevertheless. He 
was a Guest. When we entered entire sanctification, we 
turned all the affairs of our lives over to Him, and He be­
came our Host. The difference between a guest and a host, 
is very marked in many ways. One comes to visit, the other 
is the Lord of His own house.

When the heart of a believer is sanctified, not only is 
the inherited corruption of inbred sin destroyed, but the
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heart is filled with the Holy Ghost. Indeed, the Spirit is 
the agent who applies the efficacy of the atonement of Jesus, 
and accomplishes the cleansing. The heart is cleansed when 
He baptizes it. His baptism is a baptism of cleansing. The 
soul of man is then made “a habitation of God, by the 
Spirit.” That is, the Holy Ghost dwells there. He moves 
in and imparts the graces of the Lord Jesus. He brings the 
gentleness of the Lord into a heart that has known impulsive 
and resentful temper; the humility of the Christ, where erst­
while there was pride and vanity; the obedience of the Son 
of God, where but yesterday there was hot resentment 
against God’s will; the selj-sacrifice of Mary’s Son, where 
selfishness and grasping greed held sway; the “othemorldli- 
ness” of the lowly Nazarene, where “until the day dawned, 
and the day star arose in our hearts,” there was a passion 
for this world with its follies and fashions; the love of the 
King of kings, where but lately there had been “a habita­
tion of dragons;” “the mind of the Master,” where had once 
been the erring mind of sinful flesh.

When entire sanctification is come, then love becomes 
perfect. With hatred gone, and envy no more, and jealousy 
driven away, and pride cast out, and anger transformed, 
and malice removed, and unholy ambition sanctified, and 
place-seeking banished, and avarice nailed to his cross, and 
covetousness “clean gone forever,” the heart now released 
from its bondage to moral corruption, swells with the 
ecstasy of perfect love to God, perfect fellowship with all 
God’s children, and a tender compassion for the lost mem­
bers of Adam’s race.

“ ’Tis as easy now for the heart to be true.
As for the grass to be green and skies to be blue, 
’Tis the natural way of living.”
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With the coming of a clean, holy heart, the soul rises in 
its grasp of God, to a “full assurance of faith.” The Father 
becomes very real. Jesus the Son, in all His offices of 
prophet, priest and king, is apprehended by the believer 
with a beauty never known before; while the Holy Ghost 
sheds His sweet radiance throughout one’s being. N ow is 
the sin problem, for that soul, solved. Now, the “estate,” 
lost in Adam, is so far as its relation to the problem of sin, 
restored. It only remains for the weaknesses, and defects, 
and lost ideals, and limitations, and crippled aspirations, of 
the mind; and for the pains, aches, fevers, wearinesses, de­
cay, debility, atrophy, sub-normal appetencies and final 
death of the body, to be recovered at the resurrection hour, 
when, together with the renewed earth, that shall then be 
brought through the baptism of purifying fire into “the glo­
rious liberty of the children of God” (Rom. 8:21), and we 
shall have restored, in all its holiness, beauty and power, 
the “lost estate,” and sin’s night shall be forever ended!

Oh, friendj who is now perusing these words, answer: 
Have you received this experience? Is the sin principle 
destroyed within your heart? Are the motions and evi­
dences of carnality no more? Has the Holy Ghost arrived? 
Does perfect love fill all your heart and mind? Are you 
sanctified wholly? Are you in the center of God’s will for 
you? Is the sin problem solved?

Remember, reader, there can be no solution of it other 
than the one presented by Jesus Christ, and we believe that 
the teaching herewith of the second work of grace, comes 
the nearest to His plan for solving the age-long problem, 
of any teaching offered among the millions of His 
followers. The world has never solved it. Various religions 
have never solved it. Materialism will never accomplish the
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object in view. Philosophy does not reach the spot. Intel­
lectuality and scholarship go a thousand miles astray from 
the desired consummation. But Jesus Christ, with His dy­
ing screams on Calvary, and His dripping blood that flowed 
down the rugged beam of wood on which He died, can, and 
does, with two works of grace here on earth, and one that 
waits the springing from their mouldering beds of “all that 
are in their graves” (John 5:28), solve it. Friend, He can 
solve it for you!


