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f a s t e r -

TRIUMPHANT 
VERDICT

THE VERDICT was in—Jesus was 
crucified!

The disciples had watched that awful 
scene of violence and wickedness. The 
multitudes had shouted their blood­
thirsty words, spitting out their hatred 
against Him. The heavy blows of the 
hammers, as nails were driven through 
flesh and sinew, announced in no un­
certain terms that Jesus was crucified. 
Even as darkness fell across the earth,
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C ou lter

all could behold the Son of God hanging 
on a cross between two thieves!

The verdict was in—Jesus was dead! 
The chief priests rubbed their hands 
in satisfaction—this troublemaker was 
dead! Throughout the countryside the 
word was whispered, “He is dead.” Fear­
ful and disillusioned disciples heard His 
agonizing cries of pain as He writhed

in torment of body and spirit. They had 
to accept it. Their hopes were gone! 
Jesus was dead!

The verdict was in— Jesus was buried! 
Tender hands had taken His body from  
the Cross and prepared it for burial. A  
few faithful souls laid Him in Joseph’s 
tomb. Rome added the touch of finality 
by placing the official seal on the stone. 
The soldiers took their posts of duty and 
now all men were prepared to say, “This 
is the end.”

But wait! This is not the final verdict! 
Here on Easter morning is “the stone 
rolled away.” Here is the tomb— empty! 
Here are the men in “shining garments.” 
Here are the linen clothes. But Jesus 
is not here! He is risen!

It looked as though Roman might had 
t r i u m p h e d .  It  a p p e a r e d  a s  though J e w ­
i sh p r e j u d i c e  h a d  p r e v a i l e d .  It s e e m e d  
t h a t  h e l l ' s  f ur \  h a d  succeeded in crush­
ing the Son of God.

But Easter is God’s triumphant verdict 
that He keeps His promise to His people. 
The empty tomb proclaims the fact that 
the forces of sin and death have been 
overpowered. The empty tomb promises 
ultimate victory over every scheme of 
hell and provides everlasting life for all. 
The living presence of Jesus as He talked 
to Mary, as He appeared to the disciples, 
as He “shewed them his hands and his 
feet” reversed man’s verdict and an­
nounced the triumph of God’s Son!

Another verdict is being written. It 
is being written by His Church. He 
charged the Church to go quickly and 
tell—to tell that the tomb is empty, that 
Jesus lives, that He has power to for­
give, to cleanse, and to empower.

Are we telling the story? Multitudes 
of the lost of earth await our word 
through the Easter Offering— $1,700,000 
would be an eloquent expression of our 
love and our faith in the power of a 
living Saviour. An offering like this 
would quicken the steps of missionaries. 
It would increase the tempo of gospel ad­
vance. It would turn up the volume of 
that joyful sound, “Jesus saves.”

The verdict is in our hands!



By  HAROLD E. PLA TTER
Pastor, Dundee H ills  Church, Kansas C ity , M issouri

T H E  D A R K N E S S  o f  the  early  m o r n i n g  m a g n i ­
fied the cruel m e m o ry  o f  the  s u f fe r in g  a n d  d ea th  
of Christ to three  w o m e n  as they n e a re d  th e  sealed 
tomb. Physical  d arkn ess  e n g u lfe d  th e m , but there  
was also a n ig h t  a t t i tu d e  in th e ir  hearts .  T h e y  
were a p p r o a c h in g  a p la ce  o f  d e a th  w ith  no e x ­
pectancy of f in d in g  life.

Jesus had said H e  w o u ld  rise a g a in  fro m  the 
grave. “A nd  they sha ll  m o c k  h im , an d  sha ll  scourge  
him, and shall  spit u p o n  h im , a n d  sh a l l  k i l l  h im :  
and the third  day h e  sha l l  rise  a g a i n ” (M a r k  10: 
34 ) .  Prophets  h ad  also fo re to ld  the  event.  B u t  the 
hope of life  for  Jesus h a d  lost its g low  an d  glory 
in the m inds o f  these  w o m en .  T h e y  h a d  a ccep ted  
His death as f in a l .  N o w  they ca m e  to  a n o in t  H is  
body and to c o m m e m o r a te  H is  d eath .  T h e  M aster  
was in the to m b  an d  so w ere  th e ir  hopes.

W h a t  they saw a n d  h e a rd  at the  to m b ,  how ever, 
startled and f r ig h ten e d  them . T h e  glow and the 
glory of d iv inity  c a n n o t  b e  c o n ta in e d .  D iv in e  l ife  
must express itself.  The m essage o f  the  angelic: 
witness itt the to m b  was first, “ C o m e ,  see ,"  then, 
"Go . . . and te l l .” L o o k  a n d  b e  sure : th e n  spread  
the word that  Jesus lives. T h e  scene f r ig h ten e d  
them, but the news, “ H e  l ives,” sent th e m  h a p p ily  
on their way.

T h e  early C h r is t ia n s  m a d e  m u ch  o f  the  R e s u r ­
rection. T h e y  to ld  the  story o f  C h r is t 's  d ea th  for  
sinners, but  they w o u ld  always sw ing the  l ig h t  o f  
the risen L o r d  across the  d a rk  scene. I ts  glow  
brought glory. F o r  this  was th e  l ig h t  o f  v ictory. 
It was a t r iu m p h  n e v e r  b e fo re  w on. I n  H is  o w n 
power, Jesus had  la id  clown Elis  l i fe  an d  th e n  h ad  
taken it up again .  E t e r n i t y ’s veil ,  d ea th ,  h a d  been  
torn asunder. F o r  the  first t im e  th e re  is a W itn e s s  
who has com e b a c k  to tell  us the  grave is not  to 
be feared. G lo ry  aw aits  us in  this  new hope.

Also the R e s u r r e c t io n  reveals  G o d .  F o r  it  is 
not just a m a n  w ho has c o n q u e re d .  I t  is G o d  in 
Christ who has t r iu m p h e d .  N o w  by f a i th  we can 
see God. I n  O ld  T e s t a m e n t  t im es a m a n  co u ld  
not see G od  a n d  l ice .  N o w  the  law  is chang ed . 
Love has shown us th e  way. B y  fa i th ,  m a n  m u st  
see God if he  is to live! T h a t  is, if  he  is to l ic e  
for his God.

T h e  g low  a n d  g lory o f  l i fe  in  C h r is t  is the  
h o p e  o f  all  m en .  T h e  disciples,  f ro m  th a t  day 
on,  w on others .  A n d  now, n ea r ly  two th o u sa n d  
years la ter ,  we s t il l  b e liev e  a n d  p re a c h  the gospel 
becau se  C h r is t  lives.

E n e m ie s  hav e tr ied  to stop this m o v e m e n t .  C h r is ­
tians h av e  b e e n  s la in  w ith  the  sword, th ro w n  to 
h u n g r y  beasts, clipped in  p i tch ,  ig n i te d  a n d  h u n g  
011 poles  to i l lu m in a t e  ga la  events.  T h e  crash o f  the  
g u i l lo t in e  an d  scenes o f  to r tu re  sp read  a cr im so n  
l in e  across the years. V et  we st il l  persist  in  sp re a d ­
in g  the  w ord, “ H e  l ives.” T h e  past,  w r i t te n  in  the  
b lo o d  o f  saints,  takes o n  a glow  a n d  g lory today 
becau se  C h r is t  lives. O u r  v ic to ry  is n o t  always 
re co rd e d  in  t im e. W e  look  b e y o n d  this  l i fe  to 
e tern ity .

W e  se ld o m  feel the  s t in g  o f  p e rse cu t io n  now. 
O t h e r  m o r e  s u b t le  m e a n s  seek to ro b  us o f  o u r  
glow  a n d  glory. M a te r ia l ism ,  h u m a n is m ,  a n d  ear- 
p le a s in g  p h i lo so p h ie s  seek to r id  the w o rld  o f  
C h rist .  So m e  te a ch  th a t  C h r is t  was n o t  d iv ine ,  ju s t  
a n o t h e r  m a n  w ith  p ersonality ,  ab i l i ty ,  an d  a k in d  
h ea rt .  W e  are  to ld  we have  the  in n e r  c ap acity  to 
save ourselves.

B u t  I confess  to you today th a t  m y g re a t  n eed  
is Jesus C h rist .  T h e r e  is n o t h in g  w ith in  m e  th a t  
ca n  survive w ith o u t  H im .  A  to t te r in g  w o rld  is 
a b o u t  me. A y a w n in g  e te rn i ty  is b e fo re  m e .  I 
c a n n o t  face  e i th e r  o n e  a lone .  I cast m y lo t  w'ith 
the  r isen L o rd .  I choose to w alk  w ith  the lowly 
N a/arene  and  my soul is th r i l le d  a n d  ca p tiv a ted  
because H e  d eigns  to w alk  w ith  me.

I see today, a m id  the  wrecks of  t im e,  an  o p e n  
to m b .  A  g low  an d  a g lory  sh in e  ab o v e  it.  I t  is 
a m o n u m e n t  to life, n o t  d ea th .  C h r is t  was la id  
th ere  in d eath ,  b u t  H e  is n o t  th e re  today. H e  is 
risen ! N o t  ju s t  in history,  b u t  in  th e  hearts  o f

Captivity Is Captive
E p h e s i a n s  1:8

T h e  s t ron g  S on  o f  G o d  b r e a k s  f o r t h  f r o m  th e  g ra v e ;  
f  rom  cavern s  o f  d a r k n e s s  H e  rises to  save.

H e  scatters  th e  g l o o m , a n d  o v e r  th e  t o m b  
T h e  p a lm s  o f  H i s  ;victory reave!

hrotn  th e  fo r tre ss  o f  d e a t h  on H is  s h o u l d e r  H e  b o r e  
T h e  strong  bars  o f  brass a n d  th e  g rea t  iron  d o o r .

H e  p a r t e d  in tw ain  dea th 's  t e r r ib l e  ch a in !
H is  ow n sh a l l  b e  c a p t iv e  n o  m o r e .

H o w  b r ig h t  is th e  l ight  that sh in es  f r o m  H is  fa c e ,  
T o  light  every  m o u r n e r  luho  s e ek s  f o r  H i s  g race !

T h o u  b r ig h t  M o r n i n g  Star , T h y  g lory  s h e d  fa r  
T o  every  s ad  c h i ld  o f  o u r  race .

By  M ARY H. AUGSBURY
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m e n  a n d  w o m en  H e  has r isen  an d  lives even  now.
W h e n  you an d  I  sha ll  have  passed th e  way o f  

all  flesh, those w ho c o m e  a f te r  us, b e a r in g  o u r  
n am es  an d  likenesses,  sha l l  also b e  a b le  to k n o w  
H is  l iv in g  presence.  F o r  n o t  o n ly  does H e  live 
b u t  “ H e  ever  l iv e t h ” ! T h e  g low  a n d  th e  g lory are 
e terna l .

B u t  w hoso h a th  this w o rld ’s good , a n d  se e th  his  
b ro th e r  h a v e  n e e d , a n d  sh u tteth  u p  his bow els  
o f co m p a ssio n  fro m  h im , how  d w elleth  th e  love  
o f G od  in  h im ?  (I John 3:17)

THE CUTTING EDGE
IN I John 3:17 we are faced with the sharp, cut­
ting edge of responsible stewardship. If you 
want to be shielded from any truly serious de­
mands upon your resources; if you prefer some 
variation of the theme, “It’s fun to give!”— if 
you want just soft, sweet sentiment, don’t read 
the Bible! God’s Word has a cutting edge. It is 
not blunted or “toned down” for the sake of 
tact or diplomacy. It says, If a man HAS and 
sees another who HAS NOT, and refuses to 
share with him, he lacks the love of God.

Is your brother hungry? Don’t just pity him; 
f e e d  him. Is he naked or in prison? C lo th e  him; 
visit  him. It is in the d o in g  that we display one 
mark of the presence of God’s love within. M ar­
tin Luther saw this clearly: “So this is now the 
mark by which we all shall certainly know 
whether the birth of our Lord Christ is effective 
in us: if we take upon ourselves the need of 
our neighbour.”

Love is tied inextricably to a resp o n s ib le  u se  
o f o u r  possession s, placing before us a quality 
of stewardship which is uncompromising in its 
demands upon all who would claim that the 
love of God dwells in them.

— G e n e r a l S tew a rd sh ip  C o m m ittee

The Cover . . .

The
esurrection

HOPE

The Cross among the lilies symbolizes the total 
redemptive meaning of the Saviour’s death and 
resurrection. Neither the Cross nor the Empty 
Tomb has meaning by itself. The Cross without 
the Resurrection would be powerless. The Res­
urrection without the Cross would be meaning­
less. Together they guarantee that “he is able 
also to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him , seeing he ever liveth to make 
intercession for them” (H ebrew s 7 :2 5 ).
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B y  M A R Y  H . A U G S B U R Y
Los Gatos, Ca lifo rn ia

W H E N  th e  re a l i ty  of the  r e s u rr e c t io n  o f  o u r  Lord 
Je su s  C h r is t  is a c ce p te d  a n d  b e liev ed ,  th e re  is no 
such th in g  as hopelessness.  L i f e  b e co m e s  luminous 
w ith  hop e.

As i f  th e  g r e a t  H o p e  D i a m o n d  c a r r ie d  in to  the 
su n sh in e  s h o u ld  f la sh  b a c k  in t o  a sh a d o w e d  room 
its ra in b o w  ra d ia n ce ,  so Jesus, r i s in g  f r o m  th e  dead, 
leav in g  d e a th  fo rev er  b e h in d ,  f la sh ed  b a c k  a glad­
d e n in g  l ig h t  to  th is  e a r t h  s t i l l  sh a d ow ed  by  death.

T h e  m essage o f  th a t  g la d d e n in g ,  p r is m a t ic  light 
was, “ O u r  S a v io u r  Jesus C h r i s t  . . . h a t h  abolished 
death ,  a n d  h a t h  b r o u g h t  l i fe  a n d  im m o r ta l i ty  to 
l ig h t  th r o u g h  th e  g o s p e l ’’ ( I I  T i m o t h y  1 : 1 0 ) .

A m o n g  b e liev ers  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  i l lu m in a te d  by 
this  g re a t  h o p e  th e re  is n o t  o n e

W h o ,  h o p e l e s s ,  lays h is  d e a d  a w a y ,
N o r  l o o k s  to  se c  t h e  b r e a k i n g  day  . . .

E very  b e l ie v e r  is la id  aw ay “ in  h o p e  o f  eternal 
life ,  w h ic h  G o d ,  th a t  c a n n o t  lie,  p ro m is e d  before 
th e  w o rld  b e g a n ” ( T i t u s  1 : 2 ) .  R e s u r r e c t i o n !  H ope!  
T h e  two are  in s e p a r a b le ,  a lm o st  in te rch a n g ea b le .

“ M y flesh  . . . sh a l l  rest  in  h o p e ,” said the 
P sa lm is t  (P sa lm s 1 6 : 9 ) .  W h e r e  th e r e  is no  an­
t ic ip a t io n  o f  a r e s u rr e c t io n  th e re  ca n  b e  n o  hope. 
W h e r e  th e re  is a f i r m  b e l ie f  in  C h r is t 's  resurrection 
th e re  is also a f i r m  b e l ie f  in  th e  re s u rr e c t io n  of all 
b e l ie v e rs—a n d  th e r e fo r e  n o  hopelessness.

“W h i c h  h o p e  w e h a v e ,” said  th e  apostle ,  “ as an 
a n c h o r  o f  th e  soul,  b o t h  sure  a n d  stedfast,  and 
w h ic h  e n t e r e t h  in to  th a t  w i t h i n  th e  v e il ;  whither 
th e  f o r e r u n n e r  is fo r  us e n te re d ,  ev en  J e s u s ” (He­
brews 6 : 1 9 - 2 0 ) .

D r .  I I .  O r t o n  W i le y  has p o in te d  o u t  th a t  the 
exp r e ss io n  “v e i l” was so m e tim e s  used to  denote 
a b a f f le  o r  b a rr ie r ,  p ossib ly  a  re e f  th a t  cam e be­
tw een a sh ip  a n d  th e  shore . I n s id e  th e  b a r  would 
b e  q u ie t  w aters .  O u ts id e ,  th e  s torm s w o u ld  un­
m e r c i fu l ly  b a t t e r  th e  t iny  s a i l in g  vessels. An
a n c h o r ,  i f  cast, w o u ld  d r i f t  in  th e  s torm , so a
sm a l l  b o a t  w o u ld  b e  sen t  to carry  th e  a n c h o r  over
the  v e il  o r  b a r  in t o  th e  c a lm  w aters .

P a u l  says th a t  Je s u s  was th is  S t r o n g  O n e ,  the 
F o r e r u n n e r ,  w h o  c a rr ie d  o u r  a n c h o r  o f  h o p e  over 
the  b a r  in to  the  h e a v e n ly  h a r b o r .  N ow , said he,
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we have this  h o p e  “ b o t h  su re  a n d  s tcd fa s t ,” a lread y  
within the  veil .  B le sse d  th o u g h t !  G lo r io u s  t ru th !

Does the th r e a t e n in g  c lo u d  o r  th e  a c tu a l  s to r m  
of death h a n g  o v er  you o r  y o u r  h o m e ,  C h r is t ia n ?  
T h e  re su rrec t io n  o f  o u r  L o r d  gives us h o p e ,  sure  
and steadfast. H e  del ivers  “ th e m  w h o  th ro u g h  fea r  
of death w ere  a l l  th e i r  l i f e t im e  s u b je c t  to  b o n d ­

a g e ” (H e b re w s  2 : 1 5 ) ,  a n d  p laces  e m p h asis  u p o n  
th e  “ p o w e r  o f  his  re s u rr e c t io n ” fo r  b o t h  a v ic to r io u s  
l ife  h e re  a n d  a  v ic to r io u s  crossing  f r o m  w o rld  to  
w orld .  “ H a l l e l u ja h !  W h a t  a S a v io u r !” H e  “h a t h  
b e g o t te n  us a g a in  u n to  a  lively h o p e  by  the  re s u r ­
r e c t io n  o f  Jesus C h r is t  f ro m  the  d e a d ” (I  P e te r  
1 : 3 ) .

Barriers to
By  FO RK

H O W  O F T E N  h a v e  yo u  h e a r d  som ecm e say, I  
just can ’t u n d e r s ta n d  the  B i b l e ” ? W e  m u st  a d m it  
that there are  p a r ts  o f  th e  B o o k  w h ic h  are  “h ard  
to be un d e rs to o d .”

B u t  o n e  c a n n o t  e x p e c t  to  g ra sp  fu l ly  a l l  the  
meaning in  any passage o f  s c r ip tu re  by  ju s t  r e a d ­
ing it  l ike  a  new sp ap er .  P a u l  to ld  us to  “s tu d y .” 
T h e  W ise M a n  said , “ I f  th o u  cries t  a f te r  k n o w led g e  
. . .  if  thou  seekest h e r  as s ilver,  a n d  search est  for  
her as for h id  treasures ;  t h e n  s h a l t  th o u  . . . f in d  
the know ledge o f  G o d ” (P ro v e rb s  2 : 3 - 5 ) .

B u t  why m u st  we “ d ig ” so h a r d  to g a in  a k n o w l­
edge of G o d ’s ways? A r e  th e re  sp ec if ic  m a tte rs  
which m ak e  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  W o r d  d i f f i ­
cult?

T h e r e  are a t  least  th re e  m a j o r  h u rd le s  to be  
overcome if  we are  to  d ev e lo p  in  u n d e rs ta n d in g  
the B ible .  F irs t ,  th e  h u m a n  e le m e n t  in  th e  B ib l e  
hinders us in  v ar io u s  ways in  o u r  p u rsu i t  o f  d iv in e  
knowledge.

Because we are  h u m a n ,  i t  was necessary th a t  the  
Bible be  w rit ten  a c c o rd in g  to o u r  k n o w le d g e  and  
in man's  langu age .  B u t  o f t e n  th e  p ro p h e ts  fo u n d  
themselves at  a loss to d escr ib e  th e  v is ions  th a t  
the L ord  gave them .

Scholars tell  us th a t  we miss  m u c h  o f  the  o r ig in a l  
meaning in  the  S cr ip tu re s  t h r o u g h  t ra n s la t io n .  B u t  
we do have various  t ra n s la t io n s ,  B i b l e  d ic t io n a r ies ,  
and concordances to  a id  us in  o u r  search  fo r  tru th .  
God has given us a m p le  resources  to o v e r co m e  the 
language b a rr ie r ;  th e re fo re  w e d a re  n o t  p lea d  
ignorance becau se  o f  th is  d if f icu l ty .

T h e  second b a r r ie r  to u n d e rs ta n d in g  the  B ib l e  
is one of o u r  ow n m a k in g .  I t  is o u r  la ck  o f  a c o m ­
prehensive k n o w led ge  o f  th e  S cr ip tu re s .  So  m a n y  
who com plain  th a t  they  c a n n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  the  
Word have never re a d  th e  e n t i r e  B ib le .

Unless we have  a n  o v era l l  g e n e r a l  k n o w le d g e  o f  
the Bible ,  we c a n n o t  h o p e  to  c o m p r e h e n d  fu l ly  
many passages. F o r  in s ta n ce ,  i t  is im p o ss ib le  fo r  
one to understand  th e  B o o k  o f  H ebrew ’s w i th o u t  
a knowledge o f  the  O ld  T e s t a m e n t  J e w is h  law. I t

the Word
lclahoma

is l ike  w a n t in g  to u n d e rs ta n d  ra d a r  w i th o u t  k n o w ­
in g  a n y th in g  a b o u t  e lec tr ic i ty .  I f  you rea l ly  w a n t  
to  u n d e r s ta n d  G o d ’s W o r d ,  read  it  u n t i l  yo u  are  
th o ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  w ith  it.

T h e  th ird  b a r r ie r  to  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  W o r d  
is th e  greates t  o f  all.  I t  is the  s p ir i tu a l  b a rr ie r .  A  
m a n  ca n  b e  very w ell e d u ca te d  a n d  yet n o t  b e  a b le  
to  grasp  m u c h  o f  the  m e a n in g  o f  the  B ib l e .  H e  m ay  
b e  even  q u i t e  f a m i l ia r  w ith  it ,  b u t  i f  h e  i sn ’t a 
C h r i s t ia n  his  s p ir i tu a l  eyes a re  b l in d  a n d  h e  c a n n o t  
see.

P a u l  describes  such  a  p erso n  in  th is  way: “ T h e  
n a tu r a l  m a n  re c e iv e lh  n o t  the  th ing s  o f  th e  S p ir i t  
o f  G o d :  fo r  they are  foo lishness  u n to  h im :  n e i t h e r  
ca n  h e  k n o w  them , b eca u se  they a re  s p ir i tu a lly  d is ­
c e r n e d ” ( I I  C o r in t h ia n s  2 : 1 4 ) .

T h e r e  is o n ly  o n e  w ay to  o v er co m e  this  b a rr ie r .  
T h a t  is to seek th e  L o r d  w ith  a l l  o f  o n e ’s h e a r t .  
W h e n  o n e  has fu l ly  r e p e n te d  a n d  tru sted  th e  L o r d  
f o r  sa lv at ion ,  a n d  th e  L o r d  has  answ ered  h is  cry 
by  g iv in g  h i m  n ew  l i fe  w i th in ,  t h a t  m a n  w il l  i m ­
m e d ia te ly  b e g in  to  see s p ir i tu a l  m a tte rs  m o re  
c lear ly  th a n  ev er  befo re .

Je su s  said , “I f  any  m a n  w ill  d o  his  w ill ,  h e  sha l l  
k n o w  o f  th e  d o c t r in e ” ( J o h n  7 : 1 7 ) .  As we w alk  
w ith  th e  L o r d ,  H e  reveals  h im s e l f  to  us th ro u g h  
th e  W o r d .

W h e n  o n e  goes o n  a n d  allow s the  L o r d  to  sa n c ­
tify h im , h is  sp ir i tu a l  p e rc e p t io n  is in creased  st il l  
fu r th e r .  S p e a k in g  o f  this,  J e s u s  said, “W h e n  he ,  
the  S p ir i t  o f  t ru th ,  is com e, h e  w ill  g u id e  you in t o  
a l l  t r u t h ” ( J o h n  1 6 : 1 3 ) .

T h e  H o ly  S p i r i t  is the  A u t h o r  o f  the  B ib le .  W h e n  
H e  dwells in  H is  fu l lness  in  o u r  hearts ,  H e  w ill  
te a ch  us th e  m e a n in g  o f  the  W o r d  b e t t e r  th a n  
a n y o n e  else.

T h e r e  are  b a rr ie rs  to  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  W o r d ,  
b u t  i f  w e l ive  h o ly  C h r i s t ia n  lives a n d  a p p ly  o u r ­
selves to  th e  m e a n s  o f  grace ,  w e w il l  n o t  b e  ig n o r a n t  
o f  G o d ’s w ill .  In s te a d ,  w e sh a l l  b e  w o rk m e n  th a t  
n e e d  “ n o t  to  b e  a sh a m ed ,  r ig h t ly  d iv id in g  th e  w o rd  
o f  t r u t h ” ( I I  T i m o t h y  2 : 1 5 ) .
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The Deity 
of Christ

B y Evangelist HUGH SLA TER

S IN  h ad  sep arated  us fro m  G o d .  A m id d le  wall  ol 
p a r t i t io n  h a d  been  raised b e tw een  us an d  G o d .  In  
som e way G o d  m u st rees tab lish  vital  r e la t io n s  b e ­
tw een h im s e lf  and  us.

T h i s  was acco m p lish e d  l irst  by the  In c a r n a t io n .  
G o d  was m a n ifes ted  in the  tlesh (1 T i m o t h y  3:1(>) . 
“ T h e  W o r d  was m a d e  flesh, an d  d w elt  a m o n g  us 
. . . fu l l  o f  grace  and  t r u t h ’' ( J o h n  1 :11 )  . T h e  Son  
o f  G o d  b e ca m e  the  S o n  of M a n ,  an d  H is  n a m e  
was ca lle d  Je s u s —Savio ur .  I n  the  la n g u a g e  o f  the  
A p o st le s ’ Greed , H e  “ was con ceiv ed  by the H o ly  
G h o st ,  b o rn  o f  the  V ir g in  M a ry .”

H e r e  we stand  b e fo re  (he mystery o f  the  I n ­
c a rn a t io n .  T h i s  tru th  has b een  r id icu led  an d  
d o u b te d  an d  e x p la in e d  away, but the fact o f  it 
rem ain s .  T h a t  it is su p e r n a tu r a l  110 o n e  denies,  
b l i t  su p e rn a tu ra ln e ss  is 110 p ro o f  o f  u n rea l ity .

W e  do n o t  h e re  argue  the  q u e s t io n  at length .  
W’e o n ly  p o in t  o u t  th a t  the  person a n d  c h a ra c ter ,  
the  m o r a l  su p rem acy  an d  sp ir itu a l  su p er io r ity  ol 
Je su s  c a n n o t  o therw ise  b e  a c co u n te d  for.  The 
p h e n o m e n o n  o f  b o th  m o r a l  and  in te l le c tu a l  p e r ­
fect io n ,  u n iq u e  as it is, s tam ps H im  at o n c e  as 
som eo ne  m o re  th a n  h u m a n .  A nd p e r fe c t io n  is 
c on ced ed  by H is  crit ics  an d  H is  ene m ie s  to have 
b e e n  p e c u l ia r  to H im .

T h o s e  w ho  deny the  tru e  deity  o f  Je su s  o u r  
S a v io u r  are  b o u n d  to a c co u n t  fo r  the  p e r fe c t io n  
o f  H is  c h a ra c te r  a n d  te a ch in g  a n d  for  H is  in c re a s ­
in g  in f lu e n c e  in  the  w orld  u p o n  som e o t h e r  a d e ­
q u a te  gro u n d ,  w h ic h  they hav e  never  yet p o in te d  
o ut.  T h e  person  o f  Je su s  m u st  b e  c on ced ed  to

be ;ts m u c h  su p e r io r  to th a t  o l  e a r t h ’s best  teachers 
as the  q u a l i ty  o f  H is  le a c h in g  a n d  in f lu e n c e  is 
s u p er io r  to theirs .  T h e r e  c a n n o t  b e  a n  effect 
w ith o u t  a n  a d e q u a te  cause.

T h e  S cr ip tu re s  p la in ly  te a ch  the  d eity  o f  Christ .  
D iv in e  .attr ibutes are  ascr ib ed  to H im ;  d iv in e  h o n ­
ors are g iv en  to H i m ;  d iv in e  q u a l i t ie s  are  predi­
cated of H im .  H e  is very G o d —n o t a m a n ife s ta t io n  
o f  G od , b u t  the  m a n ife s te d  G o d ;  n o t  m e r e ly  the 
R e v c a le r  o f  G o d ,  b u t  the R e v e la t io n  o f  G o d .  He 
is “ the b r ig h tn e ss  o f  his  [G od 's]  glory, an d  the 
express im age  o f  his p e rs o n ” (H e b re w s  1 : 3 ) .  He 
" is  the  im a g e  o f  the  in v is ib le  G o d  (Colossians 
1 :1 5 ) .  I n  H i m  “ a re  h id  all  th e  treasures  o f  wisdom 
and k n o w le d g e ” (C oloss ians  11:3) ; for  “ it pleased 
the F a t h e r  t h a t  in  h im  sh o u ld  all  fu lness  d w e l l ’ 
(Coloss ians  1 : 1 9 ) .

T h e r e  is th e r e lo r e  no  d o u b t  as to the  teach­
in g  o f  the  S cr ip tu res .  T h e s e  passages arc  simple 
an d  u n e q u iv o c a l .  A n d  in d ee d  h o w  g lad  we are  that 
this is so, for even u n c e r ta in ty  o n  th is  p o in t  would 
be fa ta l !  E very  m a n  w h o  ever  com es  to realize 
any  a d e q u a te  con sc iou sn ess  o f  sin leels that only 
G o d  can  save h im .

I f  C h r is t  is not d iv ine ,  th is  w orld  has 110 ade­
q u a te  S a v io u r .  B u t  all  w h o  hav e  e x p e r ie n c e d  the 
grace  o f  G o d  in p erso n a l  s a lv a t io n  are  ready to 
cry out th a t  C h rist  is th e  Son  o f  G o d  w ith  power.

S o m e o n e  asked D a n ie l  W e b s t e r  o n e  day, when 
the  great s ta te sm a n  was s u rr o u n d e d  by a group 
ol l i te rarv  a c q u a in ta n c e s ,  “C a n  you understand 
|esus C hrist ; -"  “ N o ,” he rep lied .  “ I w o uld  be 
a sham ed  to c la im  H im  as my S a v io u r  il I could 
u n d e rs ta n d  H im .  I need a s u p e rh u m a n  S a v io u r -  
o n e  so great  and  g lo r io u s  that I c a n n o t  lu l ly  com­
p re h en d  H i m . ”

F o r  o ne  to try to  f igu re  out the  m a n y  mysteries 
o f  G o d  an d  the  B ib le  such as the new  b i r t h  and 
the  I n c a r n a t i o n  re m in d s  m e  of the  p ray er  that 
D r.  G e o rg e  W a s h i n g t o n  C a rv e r ,  world-renowned 
sc ientist ,  said h e  prayed  o n e  t im e. H e  said he 
asked G o d  to show h im  the' m ystery o f  the  uni­
verse, but the  L o rd  co n tin u a l ly  ignored  his prayer. 
B u t  o n e  day he said he asked th e  L o r d  to  show 
h im  the  m ystery o f  the  p e a n u t  ancl th e  L o r d  re­
p lied ,  “ T h a t ' s  m o r e  y o u r  size, G e o r g e .” A n d  the 
L o rd  d id  reveal to D r.  C a r v e r  th e  m ystery  o f  the 
h u m b le  p e a n u t ,  fro m  w h ich  he d er iv ed  over  three 
h u n d re d  useful p rod ucts .

Yes, becau se  o f  the  deity of o u r  L o rd ,  in Him 
o m n ip o t e n c e  is s tre tch e d  out tow ard  h u m a n  help­
lessness. In  H is  fu llness  th e re  is a sup p ly  for  all 
o u r  em p tin e ss  ancl thirs t .  A n d  in  H is  in f in i ty  of 
love is the  a n t id o te  for  till o u r  m e a n  an d  narrow 
selfishness.  A m e n .

David Livingstone wrote: “I could do nothing 
important or worthwhile in my life except in 
relation to the kingdom of God.” That is steward­
ship.
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Miracle
EASTER DAWN! Mary Magdalene, Mary, 
the mother of Jam es, and Salome came to 
the tomb “at the rising of the sun.” “They 
saw that the stone was rolled away.” They 
heard the words from the “young man,” “He 
is risen; he is not here.” “They trembled and 
were amazed.” Why had they not remem­
bered His prophetic words concerning the 
Resurrection?

Black Friday had blasted their hopes. 
Somehow they expected the Master to per­
form another m iracle which would have

B y  F O R R E S T  W . N A S H

avoided bloody Calvary. But now they had 
seen Him die; they had heard Him say, “It 
is finished.” They could not expect triumph 
out of such tragedy— so when they came 
that morning they came with a hopeless 
love for a dead Friend.

But contrary to all odds, the Crucified 
had come forth alive; that which could not 
possibly be had actually happened. Never­
theless, it is typical of Christian faith to see 
in that which the world says is incredible 
and impossible, life, reality, and power.

How can God hate sin and love the sin­
ner? How can God in Christ save from 
all sin? How can God bring a holy people 
into life and immortality? Fallen man in 
his reasoning says, “Impossible” But God 
has revealed himself in Christ! The Cross 
is the timeless way to men of time! Christ’s 
bodily resurrection is the triumph! And the 
followers of “the way” know, and they 
know that they know.

^ ! ? a r e  there!
By  IVAN A. BEA LS

Pastor, Benton, Illinois

O N E  a s to u n d in g  ev en t  in  t im e  
m a rk s  o u r  rend ezvous w ith  eter-  
nity. I t  is th e  sou l-st irr in g  ep o ch  

■  o f  C a lv a ry —o f  Je s u s  n a i led  to
k  1  £  th e  Cross for  th e  sins o f  tire 

w orld .  'T h o u g h  c e n tu r ie s  h av e
in te rv e n e d ,  y o u r  sins and  m in e
h e lp e d  to h a n g  H im  there .  W e  

must give an a f f i rm a t iv e  rep ly  to th e  q u e ry  o f  the  
spiritual, " W e r e  you there  w h e n  they c ru c i f ie d  my 
Lord?” T h a t  Cross o n  G o l g o t h a ’s b ro w  is the  
crossroads of the  ages.

Yes, you were there .  W e  till s tand  at th e  fo o t  
of the Cross, k n o w in g  th a t  C h r is t  d ied  for  a l l  o u r  
sins. His holy sacr if ice  d ec lares  o u r  s in fu l  c o n d i t io n  
before God, p ro c la im s  th e  m e a n s  o f  o u r  sa lv at ion ,  
and necessitates th e  c h o ic e  o f  o u r  destiny.  O u r
prevailing a t t i tu d e  to w ard  C h r is t  a n d  H is  cross
settles our re la t io n sh ip  w ith  G o d  an d  decides  o u r  
eternal abode. W h a t  c o m p a n y  are  you w ith  at 
Calvary?

With the Soldiers
S ta n d in g  b e fo re  the  rugged  ( to ss  o f  jesus, are  

you w ith  the  soldiers  w h o  sco rn fu lly  c lo th e d  H im  
in ;t k in g ly  ro b e ;  w ho spat in H is  face;  w ho  
pressed it th o rn y  crow n u p o n  H is  b ro w ; w ho  b e a t  
H im ,  m o c k e d  H im ,  an d  n a i led  H im  to th e  Cross? 
T h e i r  b r u t a l  task d o ne ,  the  soldiers  sat  an d  
" w a tc h e d  h im  t h e r e ” ( M a t th e w  2 7 : 3 6 ) .  T h e y  cared  
n o t  th a t  H e  suffered  in  sham e, o r  th a t  they w ere 
s h e d d in g  in n o c e n t  b lo od .  I n  b o re d o m , they 
g a m b le d  fo r  H is  seamless robe .

W h e n  you refuse C h ris t ,  c o n t in u in g  in  sin, 
s p u r n in g  H is  W o r d ,  re je c t in g  H is  S p i r i t ’s p le a d ­
ing, you are  c ro w n in g  H im  w ith  thorns,  sp it t in g  
u p o n  H im ,  sco u rg in g  H im ,  c ru c i fy in g  H im  afresh. 
'Sour g u i l t  exceeds  that  o f  the  very soldiers  w ho 
h a n d le d  H im  so cruelly . So m a n y  sit  b e fo re  C a l ­
v a ry ’s fo u n t  o f  sa lv at ion ,  u n d e r  the  c o n d e m n a t io n  
o f  u n b e lie f ,  g a m b l in g  away th e ir  day o f  grace . Ask 
yourself ,  “ A m  I  a so ld ier  o f  the  C ross ,” o r  a hate- 
l i l led  so ld ier  at the  Cross?

W ith the Passers-by
P erh a p s  you are  w ith  those w ho  w alked  past the  

Cross "w a g g in g  th e ir  h ea d s” ( M a t th e w  2 7 : 3 9 - 4 0 ) .  
A lth o u g h  they d id  n o t  a c tu a l ly  cru c ify  Jesus, th e ir  
re b e l l io u s  h ea rts  c o n f ir m e d  th e ir  e q u a l  g u ilt .  I n  
m ockery ,  they m is q u o te d  H is  c la im  a n d  b e l i t t le d  
H is  suffering .  R e v i l i n g  H im ,  they sho uted ,  “ T h o u  
th a t  destroyest the  tem p le ,  an d  b u i ld e s t  it  in  three  
days, save thy se lf .” T h e n  c o n te m p tu o u sly ,  the
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passers-by scorned  H is  deity, jeer in g ,  “ IE th o u  lie 
the  S o n  o f  G o d ,  com e d o w n  fr o m  th e  cross.”

S u c h  p e o p le  s t il l  pass by th e  sacred  scene  o f  
C a lv ary ,  in d if fe re n t ly  b la s p h e m in g  G o d  a n d  p r o ­
fa n in g  the  n a m e  o f  Jesu s .  T h e y  d isregard  the  
t ru th  by tw ist ing  th e  S cr ip tu re s  to  su it  them selves.  
T h e y  ig n o re  the  sacr if ice  o f  th e  spotless L a m b  o l 
G o d  by d o u b t in g  H is  deity. T h u s ,  in  r e je c t io n  o f  
G o d ’s sa lv at ion  p la n ,  they re c k o n  C h r i s t ’s p ro v is io n  
to b e  a wasted exp ress io n  o f  h u m a n  n o b i l i ty .  It is 
ru in o u s  to be  c o u n te d  a m o n g  the passers-by at 
C alvary !

With the Pharisees
Possib ly  you are  at the  Cross w ith  the  ch ie f  

priests,  scribes,  an d  elders  ( M a t t h e w  2 7 : 4 1 - 4 3 ) .  
S eem in gly ,  they are very re l ig iou s,  b u t  n o  class o f  
m e n  th e re  h a d  any g r e a te r  c o n d e m n a t io n .  A l th o u g h  
they k n e w  the  S cr ip tu res ,  prayed  in  p u b l ic ,  f a i t h ­
fully  a t te n d e d  the  h o u se  o f  G o d ,  an d  gave  s tr ic t  
tithes,  they w ere v io le n t  en em ies  o f  Jesu s .  W h y ?  
T h e i r  love o f  self  was co n tra ry  to the  w ill  o f  G o d ,  
a n d  C h r i s t ’s e x a m p le  in fu r ia te d  th e ir  evil  hearts .

T h e  worst m o d e rn  o p p o n e n ts  o f  C h r is t  are  h y p ­
o c r i t i c a l  c h u r c h  m e m b e rs  w h o  give  o n ly  to ken  
service to th e  c h u r ch ,  w h o  refu se  the  L o r d  as K in g  
o f  th e ir  lives. S u c h  p h a r is a ica l  r e je c t io n  grieves 
th e  h e a r t  o f  Jesu s.  Y e t ,  w ith  d ece itfu lness ,  they 
g l ib ly  fo llo w  the  cer e m o n ie s  o f  C h r is t ia n i ty ,  s ing 
its hy m ns,  rec ite  its creeds, an d  m a i n t a i n  its o r ­
d in ances ,  w ith o u t  ever  a c ce p t in g  th e  r e g e n e r a t in g  
b lo o d  o f  the  S a v io u r  in  a g e n u in e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  
saving  grace. R u t  w ith o u t  C h ris t ,  a l l  re l ig io u s  p r e ­
tense is a h o l lo w  m ockery .

With the People 
M a n y  a t te n d e d  th e  C r u c i f ix io n  w ith  the  crow d, 

h id in g  f ro m  p e rso n a l  resp o n s ib i l ity .  T h e y  are 
n o te d  in  the  S c r ip tu re  as " t h e  p e o p le .” “A n d  the  
p e o p le  s tood  b e h o ld in g ” ( L u k e  2 3 : 3 5 ) .  A s  s i len t  
bystanders ,  they  a p p e a r  to  b e  n e u t r a l  sp ecta to rs  o f  
C h r i s t ’s d eath .  B u t  w h o  ca n  b e  n e u t r a l  at  C a l ­
vary? T o  n eg lec t  J e s u s  is as c o n d e m n in g  as n a i l in g  
H im  to a cross in  angry  re je c t io n .  O n ly  tw o p aths  
leave th e  cross o f  C h r is t ;  th e  ascending  p a t h  o f  
b e lievers  a n d  the  descend in g  p a th  o f  u n b e liev ers .

M u lt i tu d e s  s t il l  b e h o ld  th e  c ru c i f ie d  L o r d —and  
d o  n o th in g .  W h e n  H is  gospel is p re a c h e d  an d  
th e  b lo od -s ta in ed  Cross is raised ,  yo u  m a y  n o t  
scoff  o r  scorn ;  you m ay  ju s t  lo ok  q u ie t ly  o n  an d  
do n o t h i n g  a b o u t  a c c e p t in g  H is  t ru th .  M e re ly  
lo o k in g  at  Je su s  nev er  saved a ny o ne ,  b u t  i f  you 
look  u n to  H im  for  s a lv a t io n  you w ill  f in d  the 
cu re  for  a ll  y o u r  sin. L e t  it b e  r e m e m b e re d  that  
a l l  a n y  m a n  n eed  d o  to  b e  lost is—n o th in g .

With Those Who Loved Jesus 
A  f a i th fu l  few stood  by th e  cross o f  Je s u s  ( J o h n  

1 9 :2 5 -2 6 ) .  D e sp ite  th e ir  fe a r  a n d  grief ,  they were 
th e re  becau se  they loved  H im .  T h e i r  d re a d fu l  
e x p e r ie n c e  was p rec io u s  as they  rece iv ed  th e  c o m ­
f o r t in g  love o f  the  d y ing  L o rd .  “ H e r e in  is love, 
n o t  th a t  we loved  G o d ,  b u t  th a t  h e  loved  us, a n d

sem  his S o n  10 b e  th e  p r o p i t i a t io n  for o u r  sins” 
(I  J o h n  4 : 1 0 ) .  B e c a u s e  o f  th e ir  love a n d  f a i th  in 

H in t ,  th e  c r u c i f ie d  O n e  b e c a m e  th e  re co n cil in g  
B r id g e  to  G o d .

T o  b e  c o u n te d  a m o n g  th e  n u m b e r  w h o  love 
Jesus, th e re  m u st  b e  a  w h o le h e a r te d  resp onse  to 
H is  love. Je s u s  said, “ H e  t h a t  h a t h  m y  com ­
m a n d m e n ts ,  an i l  k e e p e th  th e m , h e  it  is th a t  loveth 
m e ” ( J o h n  1 4 : 2 1 ) .  T h e  love C h r i s t  p ro v e d  at 
C a lv ary  e n a b le s  th e  b e l ie v e r  to a b id e  in H is  will, 
even  to lo v in g  his  n e ig h b o r s  as h im se lf .  '1 his is 
the  tru e  test o f  o n e ’s love  for  C h r is t :  “ D oes  he
love o th e rs?”

W h e t h e r  we a p p r e c ia te  the  scene  o r  n o t ,  we are 
at  C alvary .  T h e  q u e s t io n  is, “W i t h  w h o m  do we 
s ta n d —th e  sold iers ,  th e  passers-by, th e  p eo p le ,  or 
w ith  J e s u s ’ f r ie n d s? ” O u r  re la t io n s h ip  w ith  Christ 
there  d e te r m in e s  o u r  destiny .  O n ly  two general 
classes s ta n d  at the  Cross:  those  w h o  r e je c t  and
neg lect  the  p ro v is io n  o f  the  L o r d ’s lo v e  an d  sal­
v at io n  an d  those  w h o  g r a te fu l ly  rece iv e  th e  wonders 
o f  11 is sa v in g  grace .  You are  th ere—som ew here !

Eternal

By  C. N EIL STRAIT
Pastor, Carmi, Illinois

T H E  H O P E S  o f  m e n  and 
w o m e n  r ise  a n d  f a l l  with 
in t e r n a t i o n a l  events.  The 
g o o d  new s o f  an y  break­
t h r o u g h  i n  th e  c o ld  war 
h e ig h te n s  o u r  hop es ,  and 
an y  te n s io n  th a t  lessens the 
th a w  w il l  b e  a  s t r a in  to our 
h o p e .

B u t  th e  B i b l e  speaks  o f  a h o p e  th a t  c a n n o t  be 
d im m e d  by  n a t i o n a l  o r  i n t e r n a t io n a l  happenings. 
T h i s  h o p e  is f r o m  G o d ;  a n d  H is  Son ,  Je s u s  Christ ,  is 
H is  c h o sen  I n s t r u m e n t  to  b r i n g  i t  to  m a n .  Thus, 
regardless  o f  h o w  te n s io n -s tr ick e n  o u r  w o r ld  might 
b e co m e ,  h o p e  n e e d  n e v e r  b e  d im m e d  if  o n e  is sur­
re n d e re d  to  C h r is t .

J e r e m i a h  1 7 :7  te lls  us, “ B lessed  is th e  m a n  that 
t ru ste th  in  th e  L o r d ,  a n d  w hose  h o p e  th e  L o r d  is.” 
T h i s  verse is a b e a c o n  to  th e  m a n  w hose h o p e  has 
fad ed  a n d  to  w h o m  l ife  seem s em p ty .  H e  need 
not give up  in  d esp air .  T h e r e  is a way o u t !  God 
has c o m e  to m e n  to  b r i n g  h o p e .

T h e  C h r is tm a s  m essage is a m essage  fo r  th e  ages, 
a n d  w e d o  it  a grave  in ju s t i c e  to  l im i t  it to one
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month or to o n e  event .  It is t he  event  ol l ife!  Fo r  
it was that  m a n g e r  e ven t  t ha t  led to t he  e v en t  of  
the Cross and  t h e n  t h r o u g h  t he  mysteries  o f  an 
empty t omb,  u n t i l  o u r  r e d e m p t i o n  h a d  b e e n  p u r ­
chased and h o p e — the h o p e  f or  w h i c h  m e n  s o u g h t — 
became a real i ty.

T h e  empt y t o m b  t hat  a n n o u n c e s  to us t ha t  Jesus 
Christ is r isen speaks  o f  a h o p e  t hat  c an  e n d u r e  
any trial,  for it shal l  be v ic to r  f inal ly.  F o r  we are 
told in Co d' s  W o r d  t ha t  “ we are  m o t e  t ha n  c o n ­
querors" t h ro ugh ( d n  ist. W e  are  told that o u r  C o d  
is 1 loin ever last ing to ever las t ing.  T h i s  m e an s  that 
we can invest o u r  h o p e  in C o d  never  f ear i ng that 
tomorrow H e  m i g h t  not  exist .

Let us put  o u r  h o pe  in Chr i st ,  t hen,  w h o  is e t e r ­
nal. G a n d h i ’s h o p e  o f  a b e t t e r  wor l d was crus he d 
when he heard o f  t he  a t o m  b o m b .  H e  h a d  seen 
his Indi an pe opl e  s t ruggl e agai ns t  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e  
odds for existence,  b u t  n ow lie fel t  they could not 
fight such a d ev as t a t in g possibility' .

But  our ho pe  need not  be crus he d bv things  or  
ideas. It can be c ru sh ed  onl v  as m e n  refuse the 
Christ and stake t he ir  e x i s t e nc e  cm s o m e t h i n g  else.

A current re l ig ious  wri ter ,  J o h n  K n o x ,  has  said 
that “ to stand in Christ  is to s t and in h o p e . ” O u t ­
side of Christ  a m a n  must  line! h o p e  in promises  
that may never he  ful f i l l ed,  in events  that  mi gh t

O N C E  A G A I N ,  a t  t h i s  E a s t e r  
t im e ,  w e  s h o u ld  r e m i n d  o u r ­
s e lv e s  t h a t  r i g h t  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  
C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  C h r i s t  p la c e d  
th e  g o l d e n  r u l e  ( n o t  t h e  r u l e  
o f  g o ld ) .  H e  g a v e  u s  a  good  
e x a m p l e  i n  Z a c e h a e u s ,  w h o ,  
b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  g r e a t  l o v e  o f  
C h r i s t ,  m a d e  f o u r f o l d  r e s t i ­
t u t i o n  a n d  g a v e  o n e - h a l f  h is  
goods.

G en era l S u p erin ten d en t

weave t ragedy int o l ife the n e x t  m o m e n t .  O r  he  
mi g h t  choose  to pl ace  his h o p e  in ideas t ha t  t ime  
ma y prove  worthless  and  futi le.

M ay  G o d  g r a m  us the a bi l i ty  to see o u r  need 
ol Ch ri s t  and  ma y we invest  o u r  l ives today,  for 
His  cause and  His  k i n g do m ,  to h e ar  the f inal  “ W e l l  
d o n e  ol t he  M a s t e r  and to he ad mi t te d  int o e t e r ­
nal  rest.

B y  R E X  O L S O N

N E W S M E N  have  a m im e for  f ac tua l  m a t e r i a l -  
material with w h i c h  d e f i n i t e  names ,  places,  dates,  
and actual  h a p p e n i n g s  m a y  be  associated.  T h e y  
call this factual  m a t e r i a l  h a r d  news.

Easter is h a rd  nexes!
Prior to Easter ,  m u c h  that  was c on t ra ry  to fact 

was circulated by the e ne m i e s  of  the S on o f  God.  
During His l i f e t ime,  t he  r i tual is t s  and  c e r e mo ni a l -  
ists and letter-stric t f orma li st s  d i s c ou n te d  1 1 is c l a i ms  
to a special sonship,  l a ug h e d  at H i m  w h e n  H e  said 
He had “direct  l i n e "  c o n t a c t  wi t h  the F a t h e r ,  
jeered at His  pr ot es ta t i ons  t hat  H e  was t he  P r i n c e  
of Peace. T he y  c on si de re d H i m  gui l t y o f  be tra ya l  
of Jewish " f a i t h , ” o f  t reas on to R o m e ,  and  o f  the 
worst kind of  b l a s p h e m y  w h e n  H e  ca l l ed h ims e l f  
the Messiah.

As He hung o n t he  Cross  t he  mo c k e r s  q u e s t i o n e d  
the very essence a n d i nt egr i ty  o f  I l i s  b e i ng ,  “ II

“ Hard News”
t ho u be t he  Son of  G o d  . . .” T h e y  d o u b t ed  His  
power ,  “ | I hen]  save thysel f .” T h e y  tried to i nval i ­
dat e His  r i gh tful  u picu rd  ani l  he a ve nwa rd  d ir ec t io n 
by saving,  ",  . . c o m e  d o w n .” T h e y  cal led H i m  a 
l iar :  . . that  he  sa id ,  I a m K i n g  o f  the  Jews.”
A n y t h i n g  a n d  e v er y th i ng  Go d- es t ra nge d a n d  devil-  
di rec t ed h u m a n i t y  c ou ld  do to discredi t  the  S a vi our  
was d o n e  wi t h  a vengeance .

B ut  F a s t e r  is h a r d  l i a r s ,  a n d  h a r d  news coil- 
louiuls  u n i o u n d e d  talk and  m a l i c i o u s  m u d  s l i ng­
ing.  N o t i c e  these h a u l  facts.

rime: the 1 i 1 st clay o f  the week,  very early in
t he  m o r n i n g . "

P la c e :  “ the s e p ul ch r e . ”
P e o p l e :  " t h e  w o m e n ”—“ a n d  c e r ta in  ot he rs  wi th  

t h e m . ”
M a te r ia l  o b j e c t s :  " spi ces ,” “ the s t o n e , "  " l i n e n

c lot hes . "
H e a v e n ly  h e r a ld s :  “ two m e n  . . .  in s h i n in g  g a r ­

m e n t s , ”
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F u rth er  witnesses:  “ the  e leven ,  an d  to all the  
rest .”

A n d  th a t  a l l - im p o r ta n t  central fact :  “ H e  is n o t  
here ,  b u t  is r i s e n .”

T h e  f u r th e r  c o n t in u in g  an d  c o n t in u o u s  c o r r o b o ­
ration:  “ the tru e  L ig h t ,  w h ic h  l ig h te th  every m a n  
th a t  c o m e th  in to  the  w o r ld .”

A n d  h ere  is the  f in a l  hard  fact  th a t  w ill  co n v in c e  
th e  m o st  skep tica l :  “ I  w ill  c o m e  aga in ,  a n d  r e ­
ceive you u n to  m y se lf .” A nd , “Sure ly  I c o m e  q u ick -

1>'-”
E a ste r  is hard  news—h a r d  e n o u g h  to p in  till o n e  s 

hop es  o n  for  t im e  a n d  e te rn i ty !

T he day of resurrection, Earth, tell it out abroad,
The Passover of gladness, the Passover of God!
From  death to life eternal, from  this world to the 

sky,
Our Christ has bro’t us over with hymns of vic­

tory.

Our hearts be pure from  evil that we may see 
aright

The Lord in  rays eternal of resurrection light,
A nd, list’ning to His accents, may hear, so calm 

and plain,
His own “All hail!” and, hearing, may raise the 

victor-strain.

Now let the heav’ns be joyful; let earth her song 
begin;

Let all the world keep trium ph and all that is 
therein.

L et all things, seen and unseen, their notes in  
gladness blend;

Fo r Christ the Lord hath risen— our Joy  that 
hath no end. Am en.

J o h n  o f  D a m a s c u s ,  a . d .  7 5 0  
Translated by Dr. Jo h n  Mason N eale 
Music by Henry Smart, 1836

F R O M  a re m o te  m onastery  in th e  P a le s t in ia n  wil­
derness, lo ca te d  n e a r  the  K e d r o n  V alley ,  com es  an 
E a ster  h y m n  w h ic h  is a u n iv e rs a l  fa v o r ite  d uring  
this season. T h e  a u t h o r  o f  the  h y m n  p o e m  “ T h e  
D ay o f  R e s u r r e c t i o n ” was J o h n  o f  Damascus, 
kn ow n as o n e  o f  th e  fa th e rs  o f  th e  G r e e k  church  
w ho lived in th e  e ig h t h  cen tu ry .

T o  its, l iv in g  in  th e  fev er ish  activ ity o f  o u r  m o d ­
e rn  world , th e  l ife  o f  this  early  C h r i s t i a n  saint 
wotdd seem o n e  o f  b leak n ess  an d  loneliness .  T h e  
grim , h igh  w alls  o f  M a r  S a b a  w ere se ld o m  entered 
by outs iders  e x c e p t  m a y b e  a w a n d e r in g  Persian, 
yet those m e n  w ho  h a d  d ed ica te d  th e ir  lives to 
the  S a v io u r  w ere  w i l l in g  to e a t  m e a g e r  a n d  plain 
food  an d  s leep  o n  h a r d  cots.

I n  sp ite  o f  adverse  l iv in g  co n d i t io n s ,  som e o f  the 
m ost g lo r io u s  h y m n s  o f  th e  early  C h r i s t ia n  C h u rch  
w ere com p o sed  an d  su ng  as these  a n c ie n t ,  rock- 
hew n chap els  re v e rb e ra te d  w ith  a c a p p e l la  har­
m ony.

J o h n  o f  D a m a sc u s  was c o n v e r te d  to C h ris t ian ity  
t h ro u g h  his slave, C o sm as :  a n d  h is to ry  records  that 
J o h n ’s l i t t l e  n e p h ew , S te p h e n ,  a lso l ived  w i th  him 
in  the  m o n astery .

T h i s  c o m p o s e r  is said  to h a v e  w r i t te n  m a n y  of 
the  sacred  songs used in  th e  d a ily  services o f  this 
m o n a s t ic  g r o u p —i n c lu d in g  th e  o n e  p r in te d  here.

I t  was u n f o r t u n a te ,  ind eed , th a t  these  b eautifu l  
l ines  lay u n k n o w n  fo r  c e n tu r ie s  a n d  g a th e r in g  dust 
a m o n g  the a n c ie n t  service  b o o k s  o f  th e  Eastern 
c h u rch .  D r.  J o h n  M a s o n  N e a le ,  a n  E n g l is h  clergy­
m a n  w h o  h a d  a sp ecia l  in te re s t  in  re l ig io u s  an­
t iq u it ie s ,  d isco v ered  th e m  in  th e  early  p a r t  o f  the 
n in e t e e n t h  c en tu ry .  T h i s  m in is te r ,  w i th  a rare 
p o e t ic  ta len t ,  t ra n s la ted  th e  c o m p o s i t io n  i n t o  Eng­
lish  verse. C h r i s te n d o m  today is in d e b te d  to Dr. 
N e a le  for  his  m u ch -u sed  a n d  successful translation 
fo u n d  in  a lm o st  till h y m n a ls  a n d  used esp ecia lly  at 
E aster t id e .

T h e  m u s ic a l  se t t in g  o f  th is  h y m n  was written 
by H e n ry  S m a rt ,  o n e  o f  the  fo re m o st  org an ists  of 
E n g la n d .  H e  h ad  d efe c t iv e  eyesight f ro m  his  youth, 
an d  at the  age o f  f if ty -tw o c o m p le te ly  lost his 
v is ion.  H e  d id  n o t  b e c o m e  b i t te r  ov er  h is  afflic­
t io n  b u t  c o n t in u e d  to  c o m p o se  a n d  play.

S m a r t ’s sp ecia l  fo r te  was th e  w r i t in g  o f  cantatas, 
b u t  he also w ro te  a n  o r a t o r io  as w ell  as many 
a n th e m s  a n d  o rg a n  n u m b e rs .  A l l  o f  these were of 
th e  h igh est  c a l ib re .

T h e  tu n e  used fo r  “ T h e  D a y  o f  R e s u rr e c t io n ” 
is a lso  used in o u r  h y m n a l  for  “ L e a d  O n ,  O  King 
E t e r n a l .” ( T r y  s in g in g  these  w ords w ith  th e  tune 
o f  N o .  66 .)

A n o t h e r  w ell-k n o w n  m u sic a l  s e t t in g  o f  M r .  Smart 
is his  “A ngels ,  f ro m  th e  R e a l m s  o f  G lo r y .” This  
hy m n is t ,  w ho  s tu d ie d  law  a n d  p ra c t ic e d  i t  for 
fo u r  years,  was also a n  o rg a n  b u i ld e r .  B u t  h e  is 
best  r e m e m b e r e d  for  c o n s t r u c t in g  good  hymn 
m usic .
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By W. T. PURKISER

We Must Do It Again
LAST THANKSGIVING, members and friends 
of the Church of the Nazarene rolled up the 
largest special offering for world evangelism in 
the history of the denomination. When the late 
returns were all in, the amount reached a total 
of $1,601,970.

Next Sunday we shall come again to the altars 
of the church with our first Easter Offering of 
the quadrennium. Traditionally, the Easter 
Offerings surpass the Thanksgiving Offerings. 
It must be so this year if we are to meet the 
challenge of the objectives God has so signally 
blessed.

It has been said by one of the great mission­
ary statesmen of our day that world missions 
are the acid test of whether or not the Church 
really believes the gospel. This is undoubtedly 
true.

But more than faith and obedience to the 
gospel is involved in our world mission giving. 
Our love is being tested as well. Paul told his 
Corinthian friends that the special offering be­
ing asked of them was “to prove the sincerity 
of your love” (II Corinthians 8:8).

God proved the greatness of His love to us in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us. We now may show the genuineness of our 
love for the others for whom He died by the way 
we give. Love is never measured by what we 
say about it, but always by what we do about it.

May our blessed Lord help us to give prayer­
fully and sacrificially that His good news may 
be sped to the ends of the world ere the night 
comes when no man can work.

The Meaning of the Resurrection
Every event has  tw o sides. I t  has  a fa c t  side an d  

a m ean in g  side. T h e  fa c t  s ide  is re la te d  to  w h a t  
happened. T h e  m e a n in g  side deals  w i th  w h a t  it 
stands for, w h a t  d i f fe re n c e  it  m ak es ,  w h a t  its re a l  
importance is.

T h is  is t ru e  o f  th e  E a s te r  even t.  T h e  re s u rre c ­
tion of Je su s  o n  th e  th ir d  day  is th e  fo u n d a t io n  
fact of the  C h r is t ia n  fa i th .  I t  is ju s t  as b a s ic  as 
James M o f fa t t  said , “N o  re s u rr ec t io n ,  n o  g o s p e l !” 
Tw enty cen tu r ie s  o f  C h r i s t ia n  h is to ry  s ta n d  in  
confirm ation o f  th e  fa c t  o f  th e  R e s u rr e c t io n .

No less im p o r t a n t  is th e  m e a n in g  o f  th e  E a s te r  
event. W h y  sh o u ld  i t  h a v e  b e e n  so im p o r t a n t  th a t  
God raised H is  S o n  f r o m  th e  d ea d  th e  th ir d  day? 
Is it not e n o u g h  th a t  H e  died? W h y  n o t  w o rsh ip  
the Christ  o f  t h f  c r ' i r i f 'x .  as so m a n y  m i l l io n s  d o

—the l ifeless  F ig u r e  o n  the  Cross? W h y  the  c o n sta n t  
N ew  T e s t a m e n t  em p h asis  011 th e  r isen ,  l iv ing  
C h ris t?

L e t  it  f irst  b e  said  th a t  th e  re s u rr e c t io n  o f  C h r is t  
is n o t  a n  a p p e n d ix ,  ta ck e d  o n  to  th e  e n d  o f  a n  
o th erw ise  c o m p le te  s tory to  give  i t  a  h a p p y  e n d ­
ing. T h e  r a is in g  o f  Je s u s  f r o m  th e  d ea d  was no  
a f te r th o u g h t .  I t  was n o t  a  sor t  o f  postscrip t ,  a n  
a d d e n d u m  a t ta c h e d  to  s o m e th in g  essentia lly  m o r e  
im p o r ta n t .  R a t h e r ,  th e  w h o le  B i b l e  em p h asis  is 
th a t  the  R e s u r r e c t io n  was the  very essence o f  
C h r i s t ’s sav ing  w ork.

B is h o p  W e s t c o t t  lo n g  ago  said, “T o  p r e a c h  the  
fa c t  o f  th e  R e s u r r e c t io n  was th e  f irst  f u n c t io n  o f  
th e  E v a n g e l is t ;  to e m b o d y  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  th e  R e s ­
u r re c t io n  is th e  g re a t  o f f ic e  o f  th e  C h u r c h ;  to 
le a r n  the  m e a n in g  o f  th e  R e s u r r e c t io n  is the  task 
n o t  o f  o n e  age on ly ,  b u t  o f  a l l .”

T h e  R e s u r r e c t io n  was th e  grea tes t  o f  a l l  the  
m ig h ty  acts o f  G o d .  O u r  sa lv a t io n  h in g es  n o t  
o n ly  o n  C h r i s t ’s c r u c i f ix io n .  I t  h in g es  also  o n  
C h r i s t ’s e x a l t a t io n  to th e  r ig h t  h a n d  o f  G o d .  “ H e  
w ho  ca rr ie d  the  cross also  wears th e  c ro w n ,” as 
W i l l i a m  B a i r d  w ell  p u t  it ;  “ we w o rsh ip  n o t  o n ly  
th e  d ead  M ess ia h  b u t  also  th e  l iv in g  L o r d  w ho  
calls  the  l iv in g  to  c o m e  fo r th  f r o m  th e  d ea d .”

I t  w o u ld  b e  q u i t e  im p o ss ib le  to  s k e tch  fu l ly  the  
m e a n in g  o f  th e  R e s u r r e c t io n .  T h r e e  tru ths,  h o w ­
ever, lo o m  large. T h e  E a s te r  ev en t  was a  seal, 
a p ro m ise ,  a n d  a ju d g m e n t .

F I R S T ,  T H E  R E S U R R E C T I O N  W A S  G O D ’S 
S E A L  o n  th e  l i fe  a n d  d e a th  o f  Je su s .  T h e  e m p ty  
to m b  faces b a c k  to C a lv a ry  as w ell  as fo rw ard  to 
e te rn i ty .  P a u l  tells  us th a t  Jesus was “d ec la re d  to 
b e  th e  S o n  o f  G o d  w ith  pow er,  a c co rd in g  to  the 
s p ir it  o f  holiness ,  by  th e  re s u rr e c t io n  f ro m  the 
d e a d ” ( R o m a n s  1 : 4 ) .

As H e lm u t  T h i e l i c k e  w rote ,  “ I f  C h r i s t  d id  n o t  
rise fro m  the  dead , th e n  his  l i fe  a n d  h is  w o rk  are  
re fu ted .  F r o m  B e t h le h e m  to  G o lg o t h a  th e re  is n o t  
a s in gle  scene in  this  l i fe  w h ic h  is n o t  in d ire c t ly  
i l lu m in a te d  by  th e  l ig h t  o f  E a s te r  a n d  w h ic h  is 
n o t  susta ined  by  th e  c er ta in ty  th a t  th e  l ife  o f  this 
O n e  M a n  is n o t  b o u n d e d  by  d ea th ,  b u t  th a t  i t  is 
s t ro n g e r  th a n  d e a th .”

T h e  R e s u r r e c t io n  p ro v ed  th a t  Je s u s  o f  N a z a re th  
was the  F u l f i l lm e n t  o f  a l l  th e  O ld  T e s t a m e n t  
p ro p h ecies .  H e  is th e  H o p e  o f  th e  ages. H e  is 
th e  K ey  to a l l  S cr ip tu re .  T h i s  m e a n s  th a t  w e can  
c o u n t  o n  H im .  W e  ca n  tru st  H im  tota lly .  H e  is
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the  o n ly  O n e  w ho can save. T h e r e  is n o  o th e r  n a m e  
to  b r i n g  peace.

T h e  R e s u r r e c t io n  m e a n s  th a t  th e  sa cr i f ice  o f  
th e  Cross has  b e e n  accep ted .  “C h r is t  d ie d  fo r  o u r  
sins a c c o rd in g  to  th e  s cr ip tu re s” ( I  C o r in th ia n s  
1 5 : 3 ) .  H e  “ was d el iv ered  fo r  o u r  o ffences ,  a n d  
was ra ised  a g a in  fo r  o u r  ju s t i f i c a t io n .  T h e r e f o r e  
b e in g  ju s t i f ie d  by  fa i th ,  w e h a v e  p e a c e  w i th  G o d  
th r o u g h  o u r  L o r d  Jesus C h r i s t ” ( R o m a n s  4 : 2 5 — 

5 : 1 >-
E v a n g e l is t  J.  W i l b u r  C h a p m a n  ra p tu re d  this  in 

his lovely gospel song-chorus:
Living, H e loved m e; dying, H e saved m e: 

B uried, H e carried my sins far away;
Rising, H e justified , freely forever:

One day H e’s com ing—oh , glorious day!*

S E C O N D ,  T H E  R E S U R R E C T I O N  W A S  G O D 'S  
P R O M I S E  fo r  the  fu tu re .  T h e  e m p ty  to m b  n o t  
o n ly  faces b a c k  to C alvary .  I t  also faces a h e a d  to 
P en te co s t  a n d  b e y o n d  P en te co s t  to e tern ity .  P e te r  
p ro c la im e d  P e n te co s t  as th e  g i f t  o f  th e  r isen  R e ­
d ee m e r :  “ T h i s  Je s u s  h a t h  G o d  ra ised  up , w h e r e ­
o f  we a l l  a re  witnesses. T h e r e f o r e  b e in g  by the 
r ig h t  h a n d  o f  G o d  e x a l te d ,  a n d  h a v in g  rece iv ed  o f  
th e  F a t h e r  th e  p ro m is e  o f  th e  H o ly  G h o st ,  h e  h a th  
shed f o r t h  this, w h ic h  ye no w  see a n d  h e a r ” (Acts 
2 :3 2 - 3 3 ) .

*© 1910, 1938, The Rodeheaver Company, Used by permission.

Easter Morning

T h e  stone is gone! T hat stone so cold  and heavy!
W hat mighty H an d  cou ld  cast it thus aside? 

T h e door a jar reveals the tom b is em pty,
A nd H e is gone who lately b led  and died!

W hat mean these vibrant words: "Lo, H e is risen”?
W hat means the surge o f joyous h op e within?

I f  H e be living (can thy heart believe it?)
T hen  H e hath conquered  death and vanquished  

sin!

With dew and simburst Easter daw ned that morn- 
ing,

A nd near tivo thousand since have flushed  the 
skies!

Still—still we hail H im  L ord  and risen Saviour, 
A nd still the songs o f fa ith  trium phant rise!

Oh, wondrous truth! H e lives and lives forever, 
And at the Father’s throne in glory stands!

Soon we shall see H im —the eternal M aker—
B u ilder o f  houses that are not m ade with hands!

By  KATHRYN BLACKBURN  PEC K

T h e  a b id in g  C o m f o r t e r  is th e  su p re m e  G if t  of 
the  r isen C h r is t  to  H is  C h u r c h .  “ I f  I  d e p a r t ,  I  will 
send h im  u n t o  y o u ” ( J o h n  1 6 : 7 ) .  T h e  victorious, 
r isen  l ife  o f  h o l in e ss  is ours  th ro u g h  th e  R esurrec­
tion . C h r is t  “ is a b le  also  to  save t h e m  to  the 
u tte rm o st  t h a t  c o m e  u n t o  G o d  by  h im ,  see ing  he 
ever l iv e th  to  m a k e  in te rcess io n  fo r  t h e m ” (He­
brew s 7 : 2 5 ) .

U n s a n c t i f i e d  C h r i s t ia n s  s to p  s h o r t  o f  th e  res­
u rre cte d  l i f e  o f  ho lin ess .  E a s te r  c h a l le n g e s  and 
co n d e m n s  c a r n a l  lives,  passionless  hearts ,  worldly 
d isposit ions,  a n d  u n - C ln is t l ik e  a t t i tu d es .

B u t  th e re  is s t i l l  a n o t h e r  n o t e  o f  assu rance  in 
the  p ro m ise  o f  E a ste r .  C h r i s t  d id  n o t  o n ly  survive 
d ea th ;  H e  c o n q u e r e d  d ea th .  E a s t e r  m e a n s  that 
d ea th  a n d  th e  grave ,  re a l  e n o u g h  in  o u r  mortal 
e xp e r ie n c e ,  a re  n o t  th e  f in a l  re a l i ty .  I n  sorrow’s 
lone  h o u r  we c a n  k n o w  th e  c o m f o r t  o f  e te rn a l  life. 
“ B ecau se  I l iv e ,” H e  says, “ ye sh a l l  l ive  a lso .”

F I N A L L Y ,  T H E  R E S U R R E C T I O N  O F  JE S U S  
I S  G O D ’S J U D G M E N T  o n  u n b e l i e f  a n d  disobedi­
ence. U n b e l i e f  ra ised  th e  cross o n  C a lv a ry ,  drove 
th e  nails ,  pressed th e  sp e a r  in t o  C h r i s t ’s broken 
h e a r t ,  a n d  ro l le d  th e  s to n e  a g a in s t  t h e  to m b .  But 
th a t  “ first  o f  th e  S a b b a t h s ” as M a t t h e w ’s G re e k  de­
scribes i t—t h a t  is, th e  f irst  o f  th e  n ew  Sab b aths— 
c o m p le te ly  rev ersed  th e  h u m a n  v erd ic t .

T h e  R e s u r r e c t i o n  c o n d e m n s  fo r  a l l  t im e  that 
u n b e l i e f  w h ic h  is th e  r o o t  o f  a l l  sin. T h e  sin that 
d a m n s  is n o t  n ecessar i ly  ly ing ,  s tea l in g ,  Sabbath 
d ese cra t io n ,  b la sp h e m y ,  d ru n k e n n e s s ,  o r  im m orality  
—as ser ious  as e a c h  o f  these  is. T h e  s in  th a t  damns 
is th e  u n b e l i e f  th a t  re fuses to  a c k n o w le d g e  th e  risen 
C h r is t  as L o r d  a n d  S a v io u r .

C on verse ly ,  th e  ac t  t h a t  saves is n o t  kindliness, 
n e ig h b o r l in e ss ,  g o o d  deeds o f  m e r c y  a n d  charity. 
I t  is n o t  b a p t ism ,  c o n f i r m a t io n ,  c h u r c h  m em ber­
ship, o r  ev en  m a r t y r d o m —fo r  o n e  m a y  give  h is  body 
to  b e  b u r n e d  a n d  s t i l l  b e  p ro f i te d  n o t h i n g  (I  Co­
r in t h ia n s  1 3 : 3 ) .  I t  is th e  o b e d i e n t  f a i t h  that 
h u m b le s  itse lf  b e fo r e  C h r is t  in  c o n fe ss in g  an d  for­
sa k in g  sin, e n t h r o n in g  th e  r isen  L o r d  w ith in .

Y o u  see, th e re  is o n ly  o n e  q u e s t io n  w e shall 
face  a t  th e  ju d g m e n t .  I t  w i l l  n o t  b e  w h e r e  we 
l ived, w h a t  creed  we a c ce p te d ,  w h a t  m o d e  o f  bap­
tism  w e rece ived . I t  w i l l  b e ,  “W h a t  d id  yo u  do 
w ith  M y  S o n ? ” D id  yo u  r e m a in  in  th e  company 
o f  u n b e l i e f  th a t  c ru c i f ie d  H im ?  W h e n  H e  knocked 
a t  y o u r  h e a r t ,  d id  yo u  p a y  n o  a t t e n t io n ?  O r  did 
you j o i n  th e  c o m p a n y  o f  th o se  w h o  h o n o r  His 
w ord , love H is  n a m e ,  g iv e  th e i r  h e a r ts  to  H im ,  and 
w a lk  H is  ways?

T h e  m e a n in g  o f  th e  R e s u r r e c t i o n  in  g e n e r a l  is 
n o t  w'hat co u n ts .  W h a t  co u n ts  is its  m e a n in g  in 
p a r t ic u la r ,  its m e a n in g  to  e a c h  o n e  o f  us. T h e  
E a s te r  ev en t  m u st  b e  fo r  e a c h  o f  us e n t r a n c e  into 
a new  a n d  r isen  l i fe —p eace ,  jo y ,  a n d  v ic to ry  from 
th e  r isen  R e d e e m e r ,  o u r  l iv in g  L o r d .
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THE CHURCH AT WORK

HOME MISSIONS
ORVILLE W . JE N K IN S , S e cre ta ry

Easter Offering for 
World Evangelism

The Thanksgiving O ffering for world 
evangelism has now gone above the 
$1,600,000 goal! Easter, the Christian's 
greatest season of the year, is upon us, 
and we are pointing to and praying 
for our annual Easter Offering. Not 
only the church in the homeland, but 
millions who live in the shadows of the 
night of sin around the world, are look­
ing expectantly to our response in this 
year’s offering.

Our goal is $1,700,0001 Jesus, who 
gave himself on Calvary, is dependent 
upon our faithfulness. May we give as 
pleasing unto Him, and if we do we

will help to evangelize the lost both at 
home and around the worldl

Australia Bible College
Rev. Edward E. Young, principal, re­

ports the “ largest enrollment in the his­
tory of the college. W e are crowded to 
more than capacity in the boys’ qu ar­
ters, with full capacity of five couples 
in the m arried quarters, and all the 
girls’ rooms are occupied." Almost the 
entire student body had the privilege 
of attending the district assembly, held 
in Brisbane, with Dr. Samuel Young 
the presiding general superintendent.

Used Clothing for Samoa
Rev. Joh n  K. Abney writes that he 

could use some clothing as gifts for 
people in some of the islands. Send 
lightweight clothing only. Do not send 
clothing that is worn out—it should 
have some good years of usefulness. Send

to Rev. Joh n  K. Abney, P.O. Box 818,
Pago Pago, American Samoa. Mark the 
packages: “Clothing: No Duty.”

Prayer Requests
Mrs. Floyd J .  Perkins was in the hos­

pital in South Africa in February for 
radical treatment following kidney a t­
tacks. Prayer is requested that the treat­
ment will prevent any permanent dam­
age to the kidneys.

Rev. Orville H. Klevcn, pastor in Co­
penhagen, Denmark, requests prayer 
that the way may open for the begin­
ning of a second church in this great 
capital city. A building must be se­
cured, but so far every prospect has 
encountered opposition and doors have 
closed.

Change of Address
Rev. and Mrs. Floyd J .  Perkins and 

the Nazarene B ib le  College in South 
Africa should now be addressed: P.O. 
Box 8, Unified, Transvaal, R epublic of 
South Africa.

WORLD MISSIONS
E. S. P H IL L IP S . S e c r e t a r y

Moving Missionaries
Rev. and Mrs. R obert Perry, new 

missionaries in the R epublic of South 
Africa, are now living at P.O. B ox 58, 
W estonaria, Transvaal, Republic of 
South Africa.

Rev. and Mrs. Howard Sayes, on fu r­
lough from  T rinidad, are at 405 South 
Bowie Drive, W eatherford, Texas.

Rev. and Mrs. Howard Conrad have 
a new box num ber. T h e ir  address is 
now: Apartado 420, Chiclayo, Peru,
South America.

Miss Mary W allace is on furlough 
from Nicaragua. H er address is c/o 
Miss Fae M illard, 52 Park Avenue, St. 
Thom as, Ontario, Canada.

Miss Avinell McNabb left Africa 
March 16 for furlough. H er address 
will be B ox 46A, Route 3, G teenbriar, 
Arkansas.

New Missionary
Gregory Lee Gates, born March 3, 

1965. He is the son of Rev. and Mrs. 
Charles Gates, missionaries to Brazil.

A Layman Visits 
the Mission Field

By JO H N  M A RTIN , Florida
W e were not just tourists looking for 

transportation and a free place to stay, 
but as missionary-minded Nazarenes my 
wife and I visited the Nazarene mis-

Picfured here are the people who attended the organizational meeting of 
the Willingboro, New Jersey, Church of the Nazarene, which was organized 
on Sunday afternoon, February 21, by District Superintendent James E. 
Run ton. The new church was organized in the auditorium of the Sunset 
Drive School, where meetings have been conducted for nearly four years. 
Revs. William Kale and Stewart Fretz pioneered the work, and the present 
pastor is Rev. Winston P. Lowe. The church was organized with twenty- 
three charter members.

The district purchased three acres of land in a new housing develop­
ment at a cost of $22,500. They plan to build a chapel this spring.

The one picture includes the group which attended the organizational 
meeting. The other picture includes, from left to right, Rev. Winston P. 
Lowe, pastor; Rev. Lloyd Gordon, district treasurer; and Rev. Jam es E. 
Hunfon, district superintendent.
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sionarics in Haiti. W c liked what we
saw.

T h e  missionary homes are well bu ilt 
and permanent-looking; nothing fancy, 
but a welcome retreat from the busy 
cares of missionary life.

W ith the overseeing of 45 churches 
and 138 preaching points, the B ible 
school with 37 students, the printing 
press and dispensary, the days of all 
the missionaries arc filled.

A dav's work may include a seven- 
hour trip bv jeep and horseback to a 
church up in the mountains, a service, 
baptism, and time for pastoral coun­
selling, then back home late at night. 
Or it might be a three-m ile trip down 
a trail to perform the wedding cere­
mony for a converted voodoo priest and 
his wife with nine grown children.

Yes, the life of a missionary is a busy 
and rewarding one. No expensive 
churches or fancy pews, but the people- 
put us to shame with their singing and 
enthusiasm.

T h e  m ajority of the people in rural, 
m ountainous Haiti live in small, grass- 
roofed homes, with sides of woven 
sticks, plastered over with mud. They 
have little furniture, few good clothes; 
often three stones for a stove; a tiny, 
tin oil lamp; the river for washing, 
bathing, and drinking water. Farming 
tools may be otdy a hoe and a machete, 
and an overloaded donkey as their 
beast of burden. T h is is typical of much 
of m ountainous Haiti. Yet the land 
could be rich in bananas, rice, sugar, 
sisal, coffee, and cocoa if there was 
money for irrigation and cultivation in 
some of the potentially rich river val­
leys.

H aiti is one of our fastest growing 
mission fields. W e liked what we saw 
in the work of the Church of the Naz- 
arene as our Nazarcne missionaries and 
Haitians carry it on.

Morgans Not Returning
Rev. and Mrs. Earl Morgan will not 

be returning to the mission field at 
present, due to Mrs. M organ’s illness. 
T hey  plan to take a pastorate in the 
States. Continue to remember Mrs. M or­
gan in prayer.

First in Sobradinha, 
Not Brasilia

Recently, because of misunderstand­
ing a statement by our missionaries, we 
published an announcement that our 
church in Brasilia, Brazil, was the first 
Protestant church dedicated in the capi­
tal of Brazil. T h is is not correct. B ra ­
silia is the Federal D istrict of the nation 
of Brazil. I t  covers a large area in the 
interior, and is made up of a central 
downtown government district and a 
num ber of satellite cities round about. 
Sobradinha is one of these satellite cities. 
Our Church of the Nazarene was the 
first church dedicated in this new sub­
urb; and was the first b rick  church

building dedicated in the Federal Dis­
trict. However the Baptists, Presby­
terians, Methodists, Assemblies of God, 
and other groups were already working 
in the downtown district, and in some 
of the other satellite cities. They had 
wood-frame church buildings that were 
erected and dedicated before ours.

W e are sorry for the m isunderstand­
ing which created this error, and extend 
our apologies to our Christian brethren 
who are doing splendid work in this great 
and spiritually needy Federal D istrict of 
Brazil.—D epartm en t o f  W orld M issions.

Cathy Seely

Four year-old Cathy Seely has been 
in a complete body cast for eight 
months, to correct a defect in the hip
socket.

She has been an unusually contented 
and happy child, singing and talking, 
with seldom a complaint.

W e appreciate deeply the interest, 
prayers, and thoughtfulness of our won­
derful Nazarenes throughout the de­
nom ination. Cathy has rccevcd hundreds 
of lovely cards and many, many gifts. 
As she looked at some of her cards and 
gifts, little Cathy said, "M y friends sure 
love me. IIovv lucky I am !’’

W e have learned, through Cathy’s 
illness, to live one day at a time, and 
leave the future to God. W hile we 
wait to return to the field, we are keep­
ing busy in our local church as Sunday 
school t e a c h e r s ,  N.Y.P.S. president, 
study chairman of the missionary so­
ciety, and whatever else they can use us 
to do.—M r s .  V i n c e n t  S e f i . y ,  B oliv ia .

"SHOWERS of BLESSING" 
Program Schedule

A pril 18— “W h at Does E a ste r  R eally  
M ean ?” by Russell V. DeLong

A pril 25— “Does the W orld  N eed R e­
lig io n ?” by Russell V. DeLong

M a y  2— “D o in g — K now ing— B ein g,” 
by Russell V. DeLong

DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

Central Ohio District 
Preachers' Meeting

All m ajor factors blended together 
beautifully to make this year’s district 
preachers’ m eeting about the best ever. 
Good weather boosted the attendance; 
the new First Church in Chillicothe is 
beautiful; and Pastor Daniel S. McNutt 
and his people were excellent hosts. The 
meetings, Monday evening through 
Thursday noon, were the fruit of good 
planning and direction by our able dis­
trict superintendent, Dr. Harvey S. Gal­
loway.

Featured speakers were Dr. Hardy C. 
Powers, general superintendent; and 
Dr. E. S. Phillips, executive secretary of 
the Departm ent of W orld Missions. Dr. 
Powers used mostly holiness themes, 
while Dr. Phillips spoke on the general 
theme of "Success in the M inistry”—all 
reflecting clear thinking, scriptural in 
content, packed with interest, and built 
on the foundation of broad experience.

Olivet Nazarene College was ably 
represented by Rev. D. J .  Gibson, the 
Publishing House by Mr. Elvin Hicks, 
and visitors included Superintendent 
M. E. Clay of Southwestern Ohio Dis­
trict, and Mrs. Clay, and Dr. and Mrs. 
Charles A. Gibson—Paui. K. Hayman, 
R ep o rte r .

Northwest Oklahoma District 
Preachers' Convention

T h e  annual district preachers’ conven­
tion was held February 24 through 26 
in Blackwell First Church, with Rev.
F.. Roy Darden and people as the 
splendid hosts. Never has so much 
spiritual food been presented in so short 
a time.

T h e  messages of Dr. George Coulter, 
general superintendent, were inspiring 
and uplifting, as well as personal and 
challenging to all present. Dr. Harold 
Daniels, pastor of Bethany First Church, 
spoke on effective soul winning; and 
President Roy H. Cantrell presented a 
stirring challenge o f evangelistic out­
reach for Bethany Nazarene College.

Under the able direction of District 
Superintendent Jerald  Locke, the at­
mosphere of the Holy Spirit pervaded 
every part of the convention. From the 
opening anthem  to the closing prayer, 
the Holy Spirit was that “ thread of 
beauty which ran through all and did 
all unite.” T h e  Spirit of Christ touched 
and blessed the hearts of all those pres­
ent.—D a v id  E. A l l e n ,  R e p o r te r .

Illinois District 
Sunday School Tour

T h e  Illinois D istrict recently spon­
sored a series of Sunday school work­
shops with Rev. Frank McConnell of 
Bethany, Oklahoma, as the special work­
er. Each workshop was composed of 
an afternoon and an evening service 
with B rother M cConnell speaking in 
each service. T h e  workshop, with an 
emphasis on plans, methods, etc., was 
featured in the afternoon sessions, and 
the evening was given to an inspiration­
al service on personal evangelism.

T h e  workshops proved to be very
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successful and a great blessing to all 
who attended. W e believe that these 
workshops will bear fruit in the days 
ahead.

Dr. L. S. Oliver, our beloved district 
superintendent, added inspiration and 
blessing in the services which he was 
able to attend.

The Illinois District forges ahead in 
the “March to a M illion .”—G e o r g e  H. D. 
R e a d e r ,  D istrict C hu rch  S ch oo l C h a ir­
man.

New Church Organizations 
Reported

West Burlington, North Carolina, 
February 28, 1965.

Henderson, North Carolina, Febru­
ary 21, 1965. Rev. R ichard R . Harper, 
pastor.—Lloyd B. Byron, district su p e r ­
intendent.

THE LOCAL CHURCHES
Rev. John E. North, Nazarene elder 

on the Washington D istrict, died of a 
heart attack on March 5 at the age of 
fifty-four. He was pastor of the Marley 
Park Church in Glen Burnie, Maryland. 
He is survived by his wife ami two 
children.

Evangelists 1-1. A. and Helen Casey 
write: “We arc now in our thirteenth 
year in the field and thank God for 
His blessings in giving some of the 
greatest revivals yet. Due to a cancella­
tion, we have an open date, May 5 to 16; 
some time open also for Ju n e  and July, 
and one date in November and one in 
December. W e carry the whole pro­
gram: sing, preach, and play ten in ­
struments. W rite us, c/o Box 527, K an­
sas City, Missouri 64141.”

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Likins, members 
of First Church in Portland, Oregon, 
for nearly thirty-five years, were hon­
ored by their children with a reception 
at the church last August 23, on their 
golden wedding anniversary. T h e  ch il­
dren arc Mrs. Barbara Kelley, Mrs. V ir­
ginia Mottram, G ilbert N. Likins, and 
Shaunncy Patrick. T h e  guests included 
ten grandchildren, two great-grandchil­
dren, and two members of the original 
wedding party.

Aty gift to open closed doors and to bring

JOY IN THE SHADOWS
N a m e :

A d d r e s s  :

Clip and mail with your EA STER OFFERING to: 
John Stockton, General Treasurer  

6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Missouri 64131
— General Stewardship Committee

L eft: The chief who gave land for the church at Namatapa. R ight: The new 
cement-block church at Namatapa and some of the people who come.

They, Too, Are in the Shadows
T H E SHAD OW S of sin and darkness  
a re  long an d  deep in  non -C hristian  
lands. D im ly, the aw aren ess of a  
“super-G od” high above all, rem ote  
an d  d isinterested , h as sifted down  
into the m inds of som e. B u t since  
this God does n ot in terfere  in this 
w orld, they  devote th eir lives to w or­
shipping the evil spirits, w hich  m ust 
be feared  and p lacated . N ow here in 
th eir religion  is th ere  an y  know ledge  
of a  God w ho loves.

W hen C h ristian s reach  them  w ith  
the gospel, they know  instinctively  
th at the B ib le  tells the tru th  about 
sin. B u t the C h ristian  w ay  of love 
is h ard  fo r them  to u nd erstand . It 
takes m an y  tim es of h earin g  the gos­
pel before the L ig h t of the W orld  
p en etrates th eir fe a r and su persti­
tion.

In N am atap a, N yasaland, the chief 
h eard  the m essage of salvation  one  
day. H e did n ot fully  u n d erstand  it, 
but he saw  th a t it w as good. “My 
people need this,” he said to  the  
m ission ary . “W on’t you send som e­
one to  live am ong us and tell us 
about this w a y ?”

H e offered  the m ission ary  land on 
w hich to build a ch urch .

T hanks to the faithful giving of 
N azaren es a t  hom e, the m issionary

w as able to accep t the ch ief’s gift. A  
sm all cem ent-block c h u r c h  w as  
erected . A  p astor w as sent. T oday  
there a re  th irty  born-again  N aza­
renes a t  N am atap a, and a  flock of 
boys and girls and p aren ts listen  to 
the gospel every  w eek.

T h ere  a re  hundreds of villages like  
N am atap a in C en tral A frica : villages 
w here the people w orship the evil 
sp irits they fea r , an d  w here som e­
tim es arou nd  the cam pfires a t  night 
they tell the old legend about a  g re a t  
God fa r  above all, w ho created  the  
w orld and then w ent aw ay  and fo r­
got it. T hey w ait in the shadows of 
fear and superstition . T hey w ait to 
h ear of the God w ho loves them . 
B u t how  can  they h e a r w ithout a 
p reach e r?  A nd how can  they p reach  
excep t they be sen t?

N azarenes gave the m oney that 
sen t the ch u rch  to N am atapa. How  
w onderful it w ould be if N azarenes, 
who know  so w ell the bounty and  
goodness of God’s love, w ould outdo  
them selves this E a s te r  an d  m ak e it 
possible to send p reach ers to  m any  
m ore of these w aitin g  villages of 
A frica!

—By H EL EN  T E M P L E
for the
General Stewardship Committee
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P a r k h e a d ,  G l a s g o w ,  S c o t l a n d — In 
February, Sharpe M emorial Church en ­
joyed a truly outstanding evangelistic 
campaign, with Rev. Jerry  Johnson, 
superintendent of our West Germany 
District, as the preacher. T h e  anointing 
of God was upon his ministry, and on 
several occasions the altar was too small 
to accommodate the seekers who came. 
On the final Saturday evening more 
than fifty young people came forward 
to bear witness they were ready to 
answer the call of God. Thanks largely 
to the “Captain Scheme” suggested by 
Brother Johnson, the attendance con­
stituted a record for such a series of 
services. Through this plan and the fine 
cooperation of our people, the average 
attendance went over the 200 mark, 
with many new people present. In  spite 
of the revival coming during a building 
program, and the sanctuary awaiting 
redecoration, God filled the house with 
His glory.—S y d n e y  M a r t i n ,  Pastor.

L i v e r m o r e  F a l l s ,  M a i n e — Our new 
educational building was dedicated on 
February 13 with a capacity crowd 
present. T h e  building, valued at $42,- 
000, has an indebtedness of $26,000. 
M uch of the work was done by volun­
teer labor. T h e  building is 91 x 36 feet, 
and provides nine class areas, a kitchen, 
and pastor’s study. T h e  nursery fa ­
cilities are used through the week for 
Nursery Land school, the first program 
of its kind on the M aine District. T h e  
main floor houses a 51 x  36-foot fellow­
ship room. T h e  property next to the 
building has been purchased and is 
being made into a sizable parking area. 
T h e  building has been named for our 
present pastor, Rev. Karl R etter, and is 
known as R etter Fellowship Building.— 
R ep o rte r .

T h e  midwinter Detroit (Michigan) 
Holiness Convention closed on Sunday 
night, February 28, with more than 
eleven hundred people overflowing the 
auditorium  of First Church. Dr. V. H. 
Lewis, Dr. T .  W . W illingham , and P ro­
fessor Ray Moore worked under the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit. In  spite 
of a heavy snowstorm (halting the con­
vention for one day) , God and the peo­
ple would not be denied, and seekers 
prayed through with the church altar 
lined from end to end on the closing 
night. T h is  holiness convention was 
sponsored by a group of praying preach­
ers from Detroit and surrounding area 
and supported wholeheartedly by Super­
intendent E. W . M artin and the Eastern 
Michigan D istrict.—H o w a r d  R i c k e y ,
R ep orter .

Evangelist W . B. W alker reports: “ R e­
cently I  have conducted revivals in 
Attica, Indiana, with Pastor Allen, 
where souls prayed through; in Trin ity  
Church, Corpus Christi, Texas, with 
Pastor Madison, where the Lord gave 
gracious victory; and in First Church, 
Abilene, Texas, with Pastor Wayne 
Gash. Here also God gave souls in the 
altar, and the church was challenged. 
In  all these meetings the Lord blessed, 
souls prayed through, and the fine pas­
tors and their people stood by in every 
way. W e give God praise as we press 
on for souls during 1965.”

M c M i n n v i l l e ,  O r e g o n — Our church 
has experienced a fine time of spiritual 
refreshing with Rev. Lloyd E. N orth- 
rup, evangelist, and Mrs. Goldie Coon- 
rod as singer and children’s worker. In  
spite of what seemed adverse circum ­
stances and pressures on some of our 
people, God gave us some times of real 
victory. A prayer chain by our people 
bore fruit. C hildren’s services, m orning 
prayer meetings, daily home calls on 
those needing help, Spirit-anointed 
preaching, with victory for twenty-five 
seekers, and help for four in physical 
healing, with some being converted in 
their homes, were features of the ten- 
day meeting. Following a “songfest,” 
and baptismal service for five people 
in the afternoon, the meeting closed on 
Sunday evening with more victories 
around the altar. W e give God praise. 
—J . L. V a n  Arsdfx, Pastor.

W ord has been received that Rev. 
Noble W. Shirkey, pastor of the Church 
of the Nazarene in Farm ington, Iowa, 
died on March 16. He is survived by his 
wife.

FOR WORLD EVANGELISM.. .
"V : r

EASTERj r
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THE BIBLE LESSON
By BR IA N  L. FA R M ER  

Topic for April 18:
Christ Is Risen

ScRirTURE: Matthew 28 (Printed: M at­
thew 28:1-10, 16-20)

G o ld e n  T e x t :  I f  thou  sh a lt  con fess 
w ith  thy m ou th  th e L o r d  Jesu s , an d  
sh a lt b e liev e  in th in e  h ea r t  th a t  G od  
h ath  ra ised  h im  fro m  th e d ea d , thou  
sh a lt  b e  saved  (Romans 10:9) .

W hen Jesus was on earth , He encour­
aged and empowered His men to do 
some unthinkable things—miraculous 
things! Perhaps one of the purposes of 
our Lord's post-resurrection appearances 
was to assure His disciples that, though 
He soon would not be present with 
them in the flesh, He certainly did in ­
tend to be with them in Spirit. T h is 
assurance was invaluable in the ensuing 
years. T h e  program Jesus proposed 
could be tackled realistically only 
through divine-human cooperation. As 
the Israelites of old, the disciples could 
“go u p ” only if His presence went with 
them.

Today the task is still superhuman.

Due to population increase, there are 
more people in the world now who 
have never heard the gospel than there 
were at the tim e of the Resurrection. 
So if  ever we needed to be assured of 
His presence it is today.

A part from  the all-im portant fact that 
salvation depends on our belief, we 
need to believe in o u r h ea rts  that God 
has raised Christ from  the dead for two 
good reasons.

It  is an untold benefit when faced 
with a crisis in building God’s kingdom 
to be able to say: “I f  God was sufficient 
to raise Christ from the dead, He is more 
than sufficient for this crisis.” T h e  Old 
Testam ent saints always bolstered their 
faith in tough times by looking back 
to the Red Sea crossing: the New Tes­
tament saints recalled the fact of the 
resurrection of Christ to sim ilar purpose. 
W e too need to be able to say, “Since 
He did that, He can do this.”

Furtherm ore, since we are to make 
disciples of all nations, since there is no 
place for compromise in Christian be­
lief, since there is a dogma, we must 
believe in ou r h earts  that God raised 
Christ from the dead and that now He 
is with us always in this world, which 
is frequently hostile to the message we 
must proclaim.
Lesson materia! is based on International Sunday 
School Lessons, the International Bible Lessons for 
Christian Teaching, copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education, and is used by its 
permission.

Directories
BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS

Office: 6401  The Paseo 
Kansas C ity , M issouri 64131 
HUGH C. BENNER, Chairman 
V. H. LEWIS, Vice-chairman 
GEORGE COULTER, Secretary 

HARDY C. POWERS 
G. B. WILLIAMSON 

SAMUEL YOUNG

District Assembly Information
M IS S IS S IP P I, May 5 and 6, F irs t Church, 603 

W . S ila s  Brown, Jackson, M iss iss ipp i. Pastor Ford 
Boone. General Superintendent Williamson. 
(N .W .M .S . convention, May 3-4 .)

NORTHW EST, May 5 and 6, F irs t Church, Clin­
ton &  East A lde r S treet, W a lla  W a lla , Washington. 
Pastor D. R. Peterman. General Superintendent 
Benner. (N .W .M .S . convention, May 3 -4 .)

W ASHINGTON , May 5 and 6, a t F irs t Church, 
4301 Woodridge Road, Baltim ore , Maryland. Pas­
to r M ilton  Parrish . Genera! Superintendent Lewis.

A B IL E N E , May 12 and 13, F irs t Church, 4510 
Avenue " Q , "  Lubbock, Texas. Pastor Jam es R. Beil. 
General Superintendent Coulter. (N .Y .P .S . conven­
tion, May 10; N .W .M .S . convention, May 11.)

P H ILA D E LP H IA , May 12 and 13, a t F irs t Pres­
byterian Church, Tilghman &  Cedar Crest Blvd., 
A llentown, Pennsylvania. Pastor, Rev. Robert M. 
Ingland, J r., 938 S. 11th S treet. General Superin­
tendent Lewis.

SAN  ANTONIO , May 12 and 13, at F irs t Church, 
1418 W. Woodlawn, San Antonio, Texas. Pastor 
Odell Brown. General Superintendent Williamson. 
(N .Y .P .S . convention, May 10; N .W .M .S . conven­
tion, May 11; S .S . convention, May 12.)

ID A H 0 -0R E G 0N , May 13 and 14, at F irs t Church, 
1220 L iberty  Road, Boise, Idaho. Pastor Grady Can­
t re ll.  General Superintendent Benner. (N.W.M.S. 
convention, May 11-12 .)

Announcements
BORN

•— to Rev. and M rs. Doyle Eugene E ll is  o f Clinton, 
Iowa, a daughter, Laronda Renae, on March 9.

— to Mr. and M rs. Bob Sav ille  of W ich ita , Kan­
sas, a son, Kenneth Leroy, on February 19.

— to  W ilfred  and Sh ir ley  (0 'Hare) Regehr of 
Vernon, B r it ish  Columbia, Canada, a daughter, 
Christine Anne, on February 4.
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SPECIAL PRAYER IS REQUESTED
— by a Christian  mother in M issouri " fo r  my 

daughter, that she w ill y ie ld  her l ife  com pletely 
to God," and also for the youth of our church—  
so many of them need God.

Deaths
MR. BRYANT, age seventy, died in Eugene, Ore­

gon, in January of 1965. He was a member of 
First Church of the Nazarene in Eugene. He was 
converted several years ago during Dr. Hardy C. 
Powers' m in istry in Council B lu ffs , Iowa, F ir s t  
Church. He is survived by h is w ife , Jess ie  Bryant; 
and three children— Rev. C. L. Bryant, Bucklin , 
Missouri; Rev. E. K. Bryant, Puyallup, Washington; 
and Mrs. Donald W ellm an, pastor's  w ife  a t Eugene 
First Church. Dr. Powers conducted the funeral 
service.

MRS. RUTH NAOMI LEVERETT was bom  May 1, 
1916, in Limon, Colorado, and died January 2b, 
1965, in a hospital in Denver, Colorado. She was 
an active member of the Pa lm er Heights Church of 
the Nazarene in Colorado Springs. She had been 
active in the work w ith the jun ior choir. She is 
survived by a son, Ralph; a s ister, M rs. Jeanette 
Pierce; and two brothers, Paul Ge ist and Rev. Ray­
mond Geist. Funeral services were held in her 
church w ith the pastor, Rev. W . R. Donaldson, in 
charge, assisted by Rev. R. E. Bridgw ater. In te r­
ment was made in Memorial Gardens, Colorado 
Springs.

MRS. DORCAS ALTA W ILLIAMS, age ninety-four, 
died in February in a nursing home in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. She was born in Texas, and spent 
most of her life  in Goldthw aite, com ing to  Okla­
homa City nine years ago. She was a member of 
the Church of the Nazarene. She is survived by a 
son, W illiam  B.; and five daughters, M rs. Bertha 
McFadin, A lta  W illiam s, M rs. L inn ie  Johnson, Mrs. 
Auda Osborne, and Mrs. M ild red  Jordan. Funeral 
service was held in M inera l W e lls , w ith  bu ria l in 
Brad, Texas.

n s w e r  c o m e r

Conducted by W . T. P U R K ISE R , Editor
O ur ch u rch  insists on em ploying m en alread y  on sa lary  to hold o u r revivals. 
Is th at fa ir  to our full-tim e evangelists, who depend upon ch urches to keep 
them  busy in rev iv als?

Questions sim ilar to this keep coming, 
usually from laymen. My sympathies 
are all with the full-tim e evangelists. 
T here  is no more exacting and difficult 
field of service in our church than the 
field of evangelism.

I don’t know what the answer is. Part 
of the problem  lies in the fact that so 
few churches arc willing (or able) to 
have revival meetings in December and 
early January, or from Ju n e  through 
Septem ber. T h is  means that the bulk 
of our meetings are concentrated in 
about six and one-half months out of

the calendar year.
T h e  result is that if  five thousand lo ­

cal churches try to have two meetings 
per year, all within the same thirty Sun­
days, it would take more than twice the 
num ber of evangelists we have. But they 
would be idle five and one-half months 
each year.

T h en , many church boards wait too 
long to schedule their revivals. Effective 
evangelists are slated from two to five 
years ahead, barring unexpected cancel­
lations.

DAVID C. WEAKES, age six ty -e igh t, died sud­
denly on December 5, 1964, w h ile  v is it ing  his 
daughter in Sherman, Texas. He had been a Ch ris ­
tian only a few years, but gave testim ony o f God's 
saving grace and died trium phantly. He was a 
member of the McKinney Church o f the Nazarene 
He is survived by his w ife, Joyce; a son, David J r  • 
a daughter, Mrs. Esther K inca id; and three sisters' 
Mrs. Evelyn Carroll, M rs. Hettie  Bearden, and Mrs! 
Gora Bearden. Funeral services were held in Mc- 
Knney Church of the Nazarene w ith  Rev. Leon 
Martin in charge, assisted by h is nephew, the Rev­
erend Mr. Smith.

I w ould like y o u r opinion on the scrip tu re  in I S am uel 28:10-21. W as it 
actu ally  S am uel the w itch  of E n -d o r called  up, o r som e evil sp irit?  Do you  
think  a  m edium  could h ave the pow er to  call up the dead tod ay?

loniRS; tEsTaER B̂ LLEIN DAVIS was bor" Ju|y 17, 2  '  Sardma, Ohio, and died February 9 1965
of the3 M T r r r - i , " neuS- , She was a charter num ber of the M ilford Church of the Nazarene, which was
organized January 1 , 1958. A lthough her body was 
h  '  faith and zeal were un lim ited  as “ he 
helped to bear the burdens of the church she loved 
so well. She was an insp iration  to a l l  who knew 
her and won many to her Saviour. She is survived 
b> her husband, James Quincy Davis; a son, Russell 
Lee; a daughter, Mrs. Freda Joyce Stoddard; one 
t ?  E i / H j  fe,e brothef'S. Funeral service was held 
at M ilford w ith her pastor, M rs. Ruby B lanchard, 
in charge; burial was in Sard ina, Ohio.

MRS ALINE WALL, a fa ith fu l and loyal mem­
ber of F irs t Church of the Nazarene of Sherman 
Texas, for forty-six yearfc, died September 13 , 1964  ̂
In a hospital after an extended illness. She had 
taught school in Sherman fo r  many years un til 
having to retire due to fa ilin g  health. She was 
devoted to God and the church, and taught a Sun­
day school class for many years. She is survived 
by her husband, Roy; and a son, Roy, J r .  Funeral 
service was held in F ir s t  Church w ith  Rev. Roy 
Wolford, a former pastor, in charge, assisted bv 
her pastor, Rev. Leon M artin .

MRS. MARTHA PITCHFORD W ILLIAMS was born 
in Centralia, Illino is, May 16, 1885, and died in 
San Diego, Ca liforn ia , January 19, 1965. She was 
married to Harry L. W illiam s in 1908 and the fam ­
ily made their home for many years in Gering 
Nebraska, coming to San Diego in 1944, where 
Martha became identified w ith  San Diego F irs t 
Church of the Nazarene, and where M r. W illiam s 
died in 1952. She was deeply dedicated to  the 
Lord and her church in a ll its  departments, also a 
lifelong Elible student and fo r many years a B ib le  
teacher. She is survived by a daughter, M iss Anna 
Geraldine W illiam s, of San Diego; and a son, Cap­
tain Paul D, W illiam s, U .S .N ., of New York; also 
two sisters, Mrs. E tta  A ve r ill and Mrs. Edna Sm ith . 
Funeral services were held in San Diego w ith  her 
paster, Rev. Joseph F . Morgan, in  charge, a fte r 
which the body was taken to Gering, Nebraska, for 
additional service and buria l.

Attempts at communication with the 
dead through any sort of spiritualism 
are strictly forbidden in the B ib le (Le­
viticus 20:6, 27; Deuteronomy 18:10, 
12, 14). Isaiah 8:19-20 reads: “And 
when they say unto you, Seek unto them 
that have fam iliar spirits [the mediums], 
and unto wizards that peep, and that 
m utter: should not a people seek unto 
their God? for the living to the dead? 
T o  the law and to the testimony: if 
they speak not according to this word, 
it is because there is no light in them .”

In light of this, there are three m ajor 
interpretations of the scene at the cave 
of En-dor. (1) Samuel really appeared, 
permitted to do so by God as a special 
warning of judgment and disaster 
against Saul. (2) A demon imperson­
ated Samuel. (3) T h e  whole thing was 
trickery perpetrated by a clever woman 
and an accomplice, aided by Sau l’s em o­
tional stress and great fear.

Dr. J .  B . Chapman wrote in the 
H era ld  for May 18, 1927: “T h e  experi­
ence of Saul, Samuel and the witch of 
En-dor troubles many people in these 
days when spiritism is being revived. 
But to me, either of two explanations 
is satisfactory: First, Samuel did appear 
by special providence of God, and bis

appearing was a judgm ent upon the 
wicked king and a surprise to the witch, 
whose usual fakish claims were over­
shadowed by this unexpected divine in ­
tervention.

“Or second, this was just another u n ­
founded claim of the witch to which 
the troubled heart of the king gave 
credence. I think nine-tenths of the 
experiences of spiritism can be e x ­
plained upon the basis of psychology, 
including telepathy, and whatever is 
not human about it is directly of the 
devil.”

I used to hold the second of Dr. 
Chapman's explanations. A little  closer 
study of the account has inclined me 
more to the first: that God allowed 
Samuel to appear; but that this was a 
special judgm ent that in no w'ay sets 
aside the prohibitions of the law, and 
in no way justifies any attem pt to com ­
municate with or receive comm unica­
tions from the dead.

I  do not believe any medium has 
power to call up any person who is 
dead. W hatever in modem spiritualism 
cannot be accounted for by fraud and 
deceit is, in my mind, a direct W'ork of 
the dev il.

W h at do you think of having S an ta  
of the N azaren e?

Not very much. In fact, I ’m “agin it.”
Santa Claus may be a pleasing fiction 

for the very young, but he seems to be 
getting out of hand. I really think one 
can see all he wants to of Santa Claus 
outside the church.

Let us do everything we can to make 
Christinas the happy time it should be

Claus in the san ctu a ry  of the C hurch

for our children. But let them soon 
learn that Christ is the center of Christ­
mas, and the gifts that are given do 
not come from a workshop at the North 
Pole via reindeer, sleigh, and chimney. 
R ather they are a feeble rem inder of 
the greatest gift of all, the incarnation 
of the Son of God.

A P R IL  14, 1965 •  (177) 17



k is u a y

Rev. W alter Morris Dies
Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Jam es E. Morris, 

Fort Orel, California, reports the death 
of his father, Rev. W alter C. Morris, 
retired elder on the Oregon Pacific Dis­
trict.

Mr. Morris had been living in N'cw- 
bcrg, Oregon, and was in the process of 
moving to California.

T h e  funeral was held in Indio, C ali­
fornia, March 26.

Lawlors Return from Caribbean
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Lawlor re ­

cently returned from a two-week tour of 
the Caribbean mission field. Dr. I.awlor 
is executive secretary of the D epait- 
tnent of Evangelism.

An outstanding feature of the tour 
was a regional Conference on Evan­
gelism, held at Georgetown, British 
Guiana, March 15-21, and attended by 
more than eighty missionaries and 
national workers from Barbados, T r in i­
dad, and British Guiana. T otal a t­
tendance reached as high as eleven hu n­
dred in some of the services.

Many unconverted persons sought the 
Lord for personal spiritual victories in 
the conference preaching services and 
in tallies in Trinidad  and Barbados. 
As many as 125 responded to each 
evangelistic invitation.

Pastoxal Changes
Rev. Arthur J. Stott, for thirty-one 

years a pastor on the Northwest District, 
has moved from Selah to Goldendalc, 
W ashington.

Rev. W il Spaite, pastor of the Deer 
Valiev Church of the Nazarene, Phoe­
nix, has accepted the pastorate of the 
Chandler, Arizona, church.

Spanish Book Editor’s Work 
Published

Rev. Ismael E. Amaya, book editor of 
the Spanish Department of the Nazarene 
Publishing House, has been informed of 
the publication of his book L o s Falsos 
P ro f el os d e  ] eh  ov a : I.a  V erdad A cerca  
d e los T estigos d e  J eh o v a  by the Metho- 
press of Buenos Aires, Argentina.

T h e  volume is the result of five years 
of study and research. T h e  title in Eng­
lish would be “T h e  False Prophets of 
Jehovah: T h e  T ru th  About the J e ­
hovah's W itnesses.”

City Tent Crusades Planned
Evangelist Morris Chalfant of D an­

ville, Illinois, has arranged a series of 
six city-wide tent crusades to be held 
this summer.

T h e  series is scheduled to open in 
Indianapolis, Ju n e  3-13. O ther m eet­
ings are slated for Middletown-Hamil- 
ton, Ohio, Ju n e 17*27; Bloom ington, 
Indiana, July 1-11; Peoria, Illinois, July

18-25; Danville, Illinois, July 29-A ugust 
8; and Burlington, Iowa, August 12-22.

Wesleyan Festival Held
T h e  Wesleyan Festival, February 24-

28. in W ashington, D.C., First Church 
was an outstanding success with Dr. 
Hugh C. Benner, general superintendent, 
and Dr. Kenneth E. Geiger of the 
United Missionary church as speakers.

More than one hundred fifty churches, 
representing eight denominations, were 
included. Local press coverage assisted 
in giving the entire greater W ashington 
area a Wesleyan witness of definite im ­
pact.

Dr. Norman R. Oke, pastor of W ash­
ington, D.C., First Church, reports that 
the ministry of General Superintendent 
Benner and Dr. Geiger, general superin­
tendent of the United Missionary 
church, was of the highest order.

South Dakota Ministers Recover
Superintendent Albert (). Loeber of 

the South Dakota District and Rev. 
James IF  Ranum . pastor of the M itchell. 
South Dakota, church, are reported 
nearing complete recovery after serious 
injuries sustained in a car-truck col­
lision last December 17.

Mr. I.oeber was discharged from the 
hospital January 9 and has recently con­
ducted a home mission tour across the 
district. Mr. Ranum  was released from 
the hospital January 14, and resumed 
his preaching ministry on Sunday, 
March 28.

Both m inisters and their families wish 
to thank the many who prayed for 
them during their convalescence. In 
both cases, the hand of God has been 
e\ ident.

Seminary Offering 
Remittances Needed

W ith less than one-half of the local 
(hutches reporting, receipts from the 
Seminary l ibrary offering reached a 
total of S11.771 as of Monday, March
29. An additional $27,850 in special 
gifts apart from the church offerings 
has also been received.

Local church treasurers are urged to 
send checks for the cash offering di- 
rectlv to the Nazarene Theological Semi­
nara . 171)0 E. Meyer Blvd., Kansas City, 
Missouri (>1131.

V minimum of S I00,000 must be ill 
hand before it is possible to begin con­
stitu tion . according to Seminary Presi­
dent Lewis T . C.orlett.

of the
Religious World

Form er Soviet Prisoner 
to Join Wycliffe

S a n t a  A n a , C a i . i f . (E P )—Peter Lau­
d anu m , the American recently released 
from a Soviet prison, is applying for 
service with W ycliffe Bible T ran sla­
tors and the Summer Institute of 
Linguistics.

Landcrm an, twenty-four, who has a 
strong faith in God, said, “T h e  manner 
in which I was strengthened from re ­
sources other than my own in a Soviet 
prison cant]) and what I saw there have 
again brought home to me the realiza­
tion that the gospel of Christ as set 
forth in the New Testam ent offers the 
only hope for mankind and the only 
real solution to the human predica­
m ent.”

A graduate of the University of C ali­
fornia, Riverside, Landcrman completed 
the first summer of study at the Summer 
Institute of Linguistics, University of 
Oklahoma, before he went to Russia in 
1903 and plans to take the second course 
this year.

Mennonites Ask Exemption 
fi-om School Attendance Law
T o p f . k a ,  K a n s . (EP) — A  M ennonite 

group from Moundridge, Kansas, has 
objected to legislation which would re­
quire school attendance until age eigh­
teen. They asked the House Education 
Committee to exempt them on the basis 
of religious belief.

T h e  Mennonites believe their ch il­

dren should attend school only through 
the eighth grade and then work on the 
farm. Later studies arc undertaken at 
home or through correspondence courses.

T h e  current Kansas law requires at­
tendance only through the eighth grade 
or to age sixteen. T h e  proposed law 
would require attendance until eighteen 
or graduation from high school.

L. F. Becker told the committee that 
leaders of the M ennonite group dis­
courage attendance beyond the eighth 
grade unless pupils have a special “call- 
ing.”

Members of their faith, the bearded 
man quietly explained, came from 
Europe to seek religious freedom and 
now lead qu iet lives on the farm.

1965 to Mark Special 
Evangelism Effoit in Koiea
S lo t i ., K o r l  a  (MNS) —Protestant 

churches throughout South Korea arc 
joining forces for a nationwide Chris­
tian evangelistic crusade to be held dur­
ing 1965, the eightieth anniversary of 
Protestantism in Korea.

One goal of the crusade is to deliver 
the Christan gospel to every person in 
the nation. Bv mobilizing those who are 
alreadv Christians (about 7 percent of 
the population) the effort counts on a 
great force for witness and follow-up.

Every church has been asked to ring 
its steeple bell at noon each day to 
remind C hiistians throughout the nation 
to pray for the success of the campaign. 
A special hymn has been written and 
special literature produced for use 
throughout the crusade. T h e  first eight 
months of 1965 have been designated 
for prayer, organization, and lav train­
ing.
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H A M E M J o M M !
Christ Arose!

ROBERT LO W RY, the well-known 
hymn w riter of the nineteenth cen­
tury, composed the words and music 
of the triumphant hymn:

Up from  the grave He arose,
With a mighty trium ph o’er  His 

foes.
He arose a Victor from  the dark  

domain,
A nd He lives forever with His 

saints to reign.
H e arose! H e arose!
Hallelujah! Christ arose!
Yes, this is the triumphant note for 

every follower of the resurrected  
Christ. The Victim on Golgotha’s 
hill is the Lord and Victor of the 
empty tomb.

This is the foundation of the Chris­
tian faith. No other religion can 
claim a resurrected Saviour. To 
every Christian, Easter is not just a 
day to be honored once a year, but 
a joyous reality every day of the 
year.

As many other religious holidays, 
Easter has been submerged beneath 
superficial substitutes. What does 
Easter mean to you? To many 
people it means new hats and new 
clothes. Easter is abundantly more 
than this.

Christ’s resurrection means new­
ness of life. Jesus said, “I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were dead,

WP,1" u I M i:.
' ' f  J i t ;.

yet shall he live” (John 11:25).
His resurrection means newness of 

peace. Jesus said, “My peace I give 
unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid” 
(John 14:27).

His resurrection means newness of 
joy. The Psalmist said, “In thy pres­
ence is fulness of joy; at thy right 
hand there are pleasures for ever­
more” (Psalms 16:11).

His resurrection means newness of 
hope. “He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life” (John 3:36).

Easter is more than new things; it 
is a new relationship. It was Christ’s 
victory on the battlefield of conflict 
with sin that makes this new re­
lationship possible.

Make this the best Easter you have 
ever known! Make the theme song 
of this season, of this year, of your 
life— the song of victory: “Halle­
lujah! Christ arose!”

By  THOMAS WILSON, Kansas City, Missouri
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