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V o l u m e  8 N uM ISEU fv

CAUTIONS TO YOUNG PREACHERS
' ' , _ '■ ' T i ik  E d it o r  •

A  T the Bible Conference in Bethany-l’eniel College) someone handed .

. me a card on which were written-these words; "Please give four or

M  V .  five cautions to those who.are just entering the ministry.” Having . 

blit a few minutes to prepare the list before time for reading-it-publicly, 1 

put down the following:

I; Be careful to maintain a.good reputation with regard to your rela­

tions, with the opposite sex.

II . Be careful not to get into debt or "to‘allow your money matters to 

become the subject for criticism. , '..

I I I .  Keep alive spiritually, mentally and physically.

IV. Make .the best possible preparation fur every occasion, and put 

your, best into every service attempted.

V. He genuinely co-operative with the whole program of the' whole 

church;. . " .

I  do not know that I should enlarge much upoif'this list even if I had 

more time, and practically every one of these'cautions is plain enough to 

'require no explanation. The preacher's position makes high bid for the most : 

exemplary conduct, but it makes easy very unworthy practices. As a rule, 

good people believe in their preacher and .will lend'him money or "go his se­

curity at the bank, But happy is the preacher who makes nothing of such 

advantages. The preacher’s financial ability is not measured so .much by the 

iamount of his income as by his ability to live' within his income, whether 

that income is much or little. ■ •. '

The old triad of1 the world was “wine, women and song.” But the triad 

.which accounts for the wreck of thousands pf preachers is.“women, money 

and indolence.” Not that preachers get too much money. As a rule it is 

because they get so little that they have occasion to borrow and get em­

barrassed. Laymen are often inconsistent in requiring a standard of living 

of their preacher that his income will not provide. They expect him to appear 

well on all occasions, and to keep his home and his family in good trim. But



t h e y  o fte n  , e x p « : t . i h i s  to  b e  dune  o n  an . in a d e q u a te  sa lary . I f  th e  p r e a c h e r  uverspends

■ he  is  ru iu fcd . a n d . i f  he  asks for m ore  Kinney lie is m i- jud g e d . H u t w ha teve r h appens , 

o r  w h a te v e r  a n y o n e  s.ays. the- p r e a t h e r ' i s  w in ;  w h o ' p r a c t ic e s  th e  a}>o ;to] ic  m ]e  o i  

“ O w e  no. m a n . b u t love ''.’1

On that last proposition. practically every preacher has many "smail oppu'r- 

tunilitb.1' He-has the "hatT Weather crowd,a,n»J ihe occasion when not much is ex­

pected. But if he follywi the rule of making the .(jest possible preparation and then 

doini' hit best un every occasion, he.will-save himself from that uncertainty that is 

sure to come if he considers/the weather or'regards. ihe <ea&>ni. 3 am nut thinking 

now of what .the-ptople miss.from 'attending the mini'try of a preacher who docs *liii 

.-.be&l only on great occasions. Rather I am .thinking of the effect ujxm the preacher.

I  a m  t h i n k i n g  o f * ih e  l i t t l e  p ro g re s s  a p r e a c h e r  i?  s u re  to . m a k e  w h o  h o ld s  h im s e l f  in  

re se rv e  f o r  t h e  t im e s  w h ic h  a re  w o r th y ,  o f  h im ,  . T h e  p r e a c h e r  w h o  is- w i l l i n g  t o  ,1k? a . . 

s m a l l  m a n  o n  a  s m a l l  o c c a s io n  w i l l  s e ld o m  b e  a  b ig  m a n  o h  a  b ig  o c c a s io n — th is  is  Uk*
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There cun be tm mistake about this. This ejiistlJ 

Was written “Io alt that arc in Jtome, beloved 

of God, called to be saints.” “Your faith is pro­

claimed throughout the whole world" (Horn. 1:?,
t .

8). Paul calls.them ill 'the texlj “brethren,” a word 

which lie does hot apply to sinners.

Non1, what dors he exhort these Christians to 

<ln? "To-present your bodies a living sacrifice." 

Tlie Greek verli is parastesi, an- aorist infinitive,

. ami it mt'an.-i; "to consecrate once for all." It 

teaches .us to make ah' enduring, final -consecra­

tion, complete and-eternal. We may observe::

1 .<{( is i > .possible service. The o ld ' Israelites 

were required lo bring sacrifices, bul always some­

thing within the means of I lie'worshiper. I f  lie 

: uas 'ricfr. !ic could brin;; a bullock or manv of 

them. If he was poor, like the mother of Jesus, 

he could bring a dove or a pigeon. I f  poorer-si'll,, 

lie might, fast. one meat ami bring what, lie would 

have eaten, “a handful id.'fine flour.” The gracious 

God asked ;iinly w lia l  was possible. . (7fid now 

wnnls.'-oiir bodies .and the spirits that . inhabit■ 

them. In other.words, tie wants us to brii'.g our 

whole jc/vfi, and it is clearly a fj<i.«MbJe of/erinj.'. 

Like DavM, we niust bring our own.

■2. When'we have given ourselves to God, tee 

lire our oii’ii ho lunger. ^Vlien an. Israelite brought, 

an'^offeriiig to Hie Lord lie surrendered all further 

claim to ’it. So with a Christian atter consecra­

tion; lie. is no longer ott-ner of himself. His in­

tellect,’ affections, desires, wilt; his body, posses­

sions, ' reputation^ influence, are all‘ God’s to lie 

used iiy. Hitn and for His .({lory. They are never 

again lo. be taken from the altar.

3 .' tioth'e this peculiarity— >< Is (l livinn sacri- 

fife. The ancient lamb nave up its life to be a 

sacrifice. Wc keep ours.' The mind goes 'out tin 

excursions of thought as before: hut now it thinks 

for God. . The will makes its choices and farms 

its purposes, exercising-its godlike power .of voli­

tion, as ever it did; but now it is all riohe with 

an-eye single to the glory of God. The sensibilities 

thrill as fiver,, a t . the touch of pleasure or pa ih ; 

blit now God inhabits them, and we enjoy or ' 

suffer fur Him.

We are slill our own'conscious selves," but minus 

sin and plus the-Holy Spirit who inhabits us. H is . 

temple.' Solemn thought. While, uiir bodies are 

primarily subject only-lu'ourselves', yet wc are so 

made that, not only our own spirit, but another 

spirit may dwell within us. The spirit of. the 

world, the spirit of the age— the devil, or the

■ ■ ; (3)

THE PREACHER

-Spirit 'fit God .may dwell within, nay more, will 

certainly-have, joint occupancy with us, O  that 

it may not be the spirit of Satan to degrade us,- 

but the Spirit of God transfiguring us until wo •. 

are changed'into the likeness of.Christ.

4. Notice, also, that ont’t own peculiar indi- 

, vidthility■ remains.' Peter will be impulsive Peter 

to the end.ofitile chapter, John will-be the medi­

tative “son of thunder" softened by the Spirit into 

tlie apostle of love. And Paul will be the massive, 

fiery intellect, a penl-up cyclone of enthusiasm 

all his‘days, Only an indwelling Christ will con­

trol each of them.and fashion each into a.huly 

pcrson.-ility all Jlis own. - God "jvatils us as we 

arc, with our peculiar balance of 'faculties and 

powers. We err. when we wish to be somebody 

else; let God make Us what He will,

■IIa Tijis SACftUHE I s to 11k “H oly"  ■

You may say, “Ah, how can I, so imperfect, 

br.ing a holy offering to the Lord ?” Let us return 

ty the figure, of the text, and let it teach us'thc 

truth. The old Israelite’s cattle were all alike, no 

one o(, (hem particularly holy. Hut one. of them 

is caught and brought to the priest, who slays it 

and puts it on the altar. "Whatsoever touches 

the altar is made holy."

So it is with us, ..If we wait .until wc arc holy 

before we present ourselves to God, We will never 

make tlie gift. But it is not .that better.some­

body that God wants, it is you, as you arc now, 

hating your indwelling sin and longing to be holy, 

that God is calling for, “The altar sanctifieth 

the (lift-” Jesus is the altar; bring yourselves and 

He-will make you holy. Man does the consecrat­

ing; God does the sanctifying and making holy. .

111. The  .Offering W ill Be "A cceptable to 

C on”' _

Strange that it should be I But have we not 

said that God is gracious,-and asks only ^ha t wc 

can give Him? He looks down in pity at our 

offering when we bring our little, unworthy selves, 

and says in pity, “Poor thing, it is all he. could 

do I" "She hath done what she could.” An angel' 

could do no more. ’

And someone may ask, ‘‘How may we know 

that, our offering is accepted and wc are sancti­

fied?" God has some way of showing to each 

His acceptance. In Abraham's case it was the 

smoking furnace and the; burning lamp, that wit­

nessed his acceptance. In  Elijah’s case the fire 

fell. The witness of God was different. And one 

had lo wait hours for his, while tjie other got.
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his at once: why such a differencewe do‘ mil 

know. H ut Jesus says, “ I will manifest myself 

to him .'1 How, iV nothing Id tis. ■ I' ptit niysrlf 

on' die altar ,i»d lfavt tin- offering there, content 

till God shall accept ami t:ikc il. The holy Win. 

Taylor, the'famous missionary bishop of Mclhod: 

ism, wailed two weeks for the witness o f tin: 

Spirit-. “Cast hot away, therefore, your confi* • 

dence, for ye have need of patience, that after 

ye have done the u ill 'o f  Giid 'ye might riw ive . 

the prowhr."

' IV. Tii.k -Test Savs. “I t  Is -a . Rms<>.Vhij.i. Sj.nv-

ICE” ’

Is sanctification too much? Ibis mil God. such 

a claim upon us?uMt' created us with all.our won­

derful wealth of (acuities for His glory. He ha- 

preserved us and kept us in liein}! all our (lays 

with sleepless vigilance.. And then He shed (lie 

clcansihg blood on Calvary, that’ Hr tniahi iiiiw- 

lify its (Eph: 5:25, 36), O'Creator, T’ri'server? 

Redeemer,'kt me wive■ myself .entirv.lv to Thee lo 

show forth Thy praise and live [or Tiiy glory.

Many are afraid to do this for fear.lh-.'\ will 

lose something. Yes I they would ! They. would 

lose inward corruption, and evil; habits arid evil 

companionship, and worldliness. Hut they would 

gain, oh, hoiv n iu fh l J'urity, holiness, the indwell­

ing Spirit, great usefulness/ and finally an exceed­

ing great reward in heaven. Would it not lx-.ample 

compensation? :

V. "A nd Be .Not CoNi;miMut io  iui;AVoHt.tiV

Alas! this brings us to the old hackneyed theme!

I t  is always coming up in the Bible ,-t.nd in all 

serious Chrislijin thought. Kvcry spiritual soul 

is filled,with humiliation at the spectarli- -which 

the Church of God ■ presents; walking hand cuid 

: giovc. with the world,” or with d r ille d  .conscience 

and shameless face, recliniiiK, guiltily in its arms!:. 

The blood-bought Church delighting itse)f with 

the pleasures of the world! Pursuing them >with 

the same zest and icalf. Given up td- the fame 

mad scramble for gain! Loving the world’s hon­

or and its applause more than she appreciates the 

smile and approbation of her Lord! What, 0  

Christ, can take away this reproach anil break 

the spell of this infatuation? 'Nothing, absolutely 

nothing, blit a revival of holiness, wrought in us. 

by the Spirit of God.

VI. “Bf. Y e TranSi'Ormeu”

■ The Greek,,word is the one used lo speak of the 

transfiguration of Christ. "He transfigured." Get 

sanctified, and begin to shine with heavenly radi­

ance, ' and prove iclial is that flood and acceptable 

and per/ect will of God.”

"This is Ihe will of God even your sanctifica- 

linn.’’ -Most Christians do not know how great 

.a salvation God has for them, for they have never 

put Him lo the test. Bring yourselves to the altar 

and pnivi’’. liitn, and see how niifch lie  can d'V 

for you. "He (rattsfitfiired” (»ielnwi>rphi>inlhr), 

as the loathsome, caterpillar crawling in the dirt is 

!!!c!;i»)i)rp!tO'cd : into a beautiful butterfly, that 

feeds, on homy, and floats in the air. So' let 

grovelling, worldly Christians get 'transfigured 

into saiii tified men' and women, whose spirits 

"mount up with wings as eagles,” and are children 

of the tight, shmmg in the glory of God.,

When (he Church of (1»U does this generally, 

then she will be dollied with jwiwer as a garment. 

She will march forth to the conquest of the world, 

‘’glorious, as 1 he sun, fair as the moon, and terrible 

as an army' with banners." Her weakness and 

shamV will be a tiling of the past, and ‘.‘the .days 

cf Iufr mourning will he.ended."

V II. Now Tin. E x h o r t a t io n , “ t Bkskhjh Y o u ”

ll is holy. . It is. acceptable. It is reasonable,' 

'Gnd is ready and calls every real Christian .who 

reads ‘ these lines, - lo accept this great. blessing. 

Jesij.s prayed for it in the' upper; chamber. For 

this lie sweat the1, bloody sweat' of Gclhsemane, 

and endured the agony of Calvary. I l  was lhat 

lie might have an unworldly, sanctified Church 

anil a peculiar people, Zealous o f good works. - 

When W ill you make the sacrifice? Why not 

fihwt  W hy nots ity  with Jesus, "A . body hast 

thou prepared for. me” ; ‘‘I uivc it thee: Lo! I 

conn* to do thy will, O God.’'

"ihe Lamb had to be taken to the temple: but 

God1 is. right where you are ..just, now, and can.

• make your heart the temple of the Holy Ghost. 

Ho not p(i?t|wne this unfinished business which 

you h ive with God, ’Offer your own poor self to 

.Him now. Do just what you can here and now 

and God will do t(ie,rest. He will touch the offer­

ing you bring with the cleansing, purifying fire, 

and make you such a son lhat you can look up. 

and say, “ I do always those things that please

Ifim ." '

O Muster, lei me Walk with Thee 

. In lowly paths of service free;

Tell me Thy secret; help me bear.

The strain of toil, the fret of care.

— R e v . W a s h in g t o n /G ladden .
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EXPOSITION A L

MESSAGES FROM ISAIAH

Ouvf, M . W in c h e s t e r '

Looking'Out Upon the World (Chapters 13— 23) 

OT only did Isaiah have a penetrating' 

vision into the'emptiness of .the worship, - 

of his day, not only (lid lie see into the 

far distant future and behold the majestic figure 

of the Messiah, not only (lid he discern the folly 

in the policy of Ahaz, (lie vacillating king of the 

nation, but he ;ilso looked out upon, the' world 

powers. -He’ viewed the nations near and far. He 

saw'them not only in his own days but >in the

■ days to come. ■■, ’. /

Since the Hebrews from, the standpoint of the 

popular mind 'regarded Jehovah as exclusively 

their God and fell that the nationseach had their 

gods,, and altogether {hey formed' one great pan- 

thconj the general conception of the people did not 

extend to the, thought that their God had any. 

relation to the world around about them. In 

, the word of prophecy wc find the horizon ex­

tending and even Balaam caught a glimpse of.the' 

judgment of God upon the evil nations lying 

around about the Israelites. Then Amos began 

thc r first distinct foreign prophecies, but it re­

mained for the prophet Isaiah to view the reign 

of Jehovah in all of its might and power oyer all 

the world. ’ '

■ T h e  V is io n  o r  t h e  U niv k h sa i. R e ic n  o f  J k h o v a ii

In the foreign prophecies of Isaiah the, vision 

of (he prophet'^ falls first upon the kingdom-of 

Babylon. - In his day , this nation was of minor 

importance being either, a subject nation of As­

syria or Waging an unsuccessful, re volt against it. 

But it was destined in the future to.'becomc the 

. chief oppressor of the kingdom of Judah and was 

the power which would lead into captivity the 

king and his people. Isatah looks out into the 

future and sees the kingdom a l its acme of 

strength and then beholds the onward sweep of 

judgment and its glory and pride down into the 

lower world. Descrying theday  of judgment he 

exclaims: ’

' “How) yc; for the day of the Lord is at hand” 

713:6a). '

And again; '

"Behold; the day of the Lord.cometh” (13:9a}. 

Thus throughout the entire prophecy we h3Ve the 

thought clearly expressed that all lhat comes upon 

Babylon is from the hand-of Jehovah; he is the 

God who reigns'oyer all.

As with Babylon so with the other nations. 

With the denunciation against Moab comes the 

concluding declarations: ■

"This is (he word that the Lord hath spoken 

concerning Moab” (16:14). Then the prophet, 

secs the Lord coming on the clouds :down into 

the land of, Egypt, and as he looks again farther 

away into the future, he foretells:- 

" In  that day shall there be an altar to the.-Lord 

in the midst of the land of Egypt,

And a pillar at the border thereof.to the Lord, 

And.it shall be for a sign afld for a; witness unto 

the Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt,"

Thus w ith  all of the other nations that pass 

before the prophetic .review; over and above them 

stands the Lord God of Israel dispensing unto 

them according to the measure ot their deserts.

A V is io n  of  G e n e s a l  J u d g m e n t  

In noting the exercise of the universal sover­

eignty of the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, 

wo'saw.that generally the expression was couched 

in judgment' upon the nations for their sins; a 

closer. following of the prophetic won! brings this 

the more forcibly before us. One qf the most 

classic descriptions iri the prophetic utterances is 

the realistic picture given by Isaiah in the song 

of triumph over the %11 of the king of Babylon 

{14:5-25): V ,

"How hath the. oppressor ceasedI 
The golden city ceased I '

The Lord hath broken the staff of the wicked, ' 

The sceptre of the rulers:

He that smote the peoples in wrath with a con*

■ tinual stroke ' ; ‘

That ruled the nations in anger,

Is persecuted, ■

And none, hinderethl

The whole earth'is pt rest, and is quiet:
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They break forth into singing:

Yea, the fir trees rejoice ul thee,

And the cedars t/f Lebanon', r ■ ' . .

'Since thou art hud down,

No feller is cvme,up against us.’

Hell from beneath is moved for thee,

To meet.liter, at thy coming: , ,

II stir n’t It up the dead for I her, ,

Even alt the chief ones of the earth:

It hath raised up frnm their throiies till the kings 

of the nations, .

All they shall answer'and say unto thee:

‘Art thou also become weak as'we/

Art thoit heconie like unto us?' • ■ '

Thy pomp is brought- 'down to hell,

And the noise'of thy tioh : r '-

The warm is spread under thee,

And the warms cover thee" (14:5-l 1

— (Moulton's translation).

We listen again In the, pronouncement of judg­

ment, unit this time it is upon Moab! ’

"For upon thy summer fruits anil upon thy har­

vest ihe. battle shout is fallen, ■

And gladiiess is tnkrn away, i(nd joy out .of the 

fruitful field:

And in the vineyards there, shall be no singing, 

neither joyjid noise: ■ ■: ’

A'a treadet shall trend out. wine in tHe.presses: J 

have, made the. vintage sltoul to cease."

“'This is ihe word that the Lord spake concern­

ing Moab in time [tast. But mm’ life hard hath 

spoken, saying Within three years, as the years'.... 

of an hireling, and the glory. oi M iab  shall be 

brought ipto contempt, with all his great multi­

tude; and the remnant shall, be-- very small and 

of no account” (JS:9c-tO, 1.5, 14, Moulton's trans-. 

lation).

Among tlie other nations the word of doom 

falls upon Egypt,.which was a great world power 

of that day: .

"The burden of Egypt.

Behold, the'Lord ridetli upon a swift cloud, and 

shall come into Egypt:

And the idols of Egypt shall he moved at his pres­

ence, . ■■' .

And Ihe. heart of Egypt shall melt in the. midst 

' of il.

And 1 will set the Egyptians ■untwist the Egyp­

tians :

And they shall fight every one against his brother, 

and every one against his neighbor: ’ ■

City against city, and kingdom against kingdom. 

And the spirit o f. Egypt shall fail in tht midst 

. thereof:

A u d i  will-destroy the counsel J  hereof:

And they shall seek.to the idols anti lo the. charm-

■ ers.

■And to them that have familiar spirits, ant! lo 

I hr I vizards" (19:1-3); ; *’

With .these messages' of doom falling upon, the 

. iiali«ns by unr, there, is little wonder that' 

.there comes .out o f  Uie darkness the call: 

“Watchman, what o f  the night/

' W'atchwani what of the night?". .

To which follows the response: .

"The morning cometh, ' .

, • And aho the night: .

ff -ye w ill enquire, enquire yc;

Come ye again** (21:11b, 12).

The thought would seem to be that (or a .period 

a brighter time would dawri but this also would 

be followed by a return to misery.

A  aVlStON til' T in ;  lA l i ’OTKNCi; -UF. T IIK  .VVphU) 

I ’o w k k s  ,

As the senU'hce of' doom falls on the nations 

we see their utter helplessness; their glory arid 

pomp were of 'no avail. All their might and 

strength afforded nil refuge for such a time as 

this. They hail;made nations to trenjble, but now 

terror sl'iml them. This we saw in tlie realistic 

picture of the descent of liabylon into Hades when 

the nation* looked and wondered, exclaiming with 

surprise that this powerfuhnation. also bad be­

come weak as they. Viewing - their' weakness and. 

helplessness before the onward march of the might 

of Jehovah the projihet cries out :'

“Ah, Die uproar o f many peoples.

Which roar like the roaring oj the seas:.

And the rushiitg of. nations'. ' i- ■

Thiit. rush‘like the rushing of mighty waters I ■

"The nations shall rush, like the rushing of many 

waters: ■' ■ .

Hut he shall rebuke litem, and they shall f l it  far’.

off;

/ Aiid shall be chased as Ihe chaff of the mountains 

hef<>re Ihe wind, '

• And. like'the- whirling dust before., the storm. ■

“At eventide behold terror;

: And before the.morning they are not.

’ ’ This is the portion.of them that spoil us,

And the- lot of them that roll Hi" (17:12-14, Moul­

ton's translation).
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'GeorgeAdam Smith speaking of .the rend style 

'o f  Isaiah, cites us examples .some of the descrip- 

lire iKiK'uicrs of Uitse- /ontiiB |nm w , .showing; 

how ill a '(<;«?• words there is wrayed before us, 

H ie ir. activities,.' how. ’we. we the Heels of -ships' 

iiml tlie merchant vessels laden with grain, then 

lie continues, "Pcriia|)s Ihe prophet -readies' the 

height of -his jtowertof Expression in the first of 

' the three' texts, • whidi we have given. as' repre­

sentative of his prophecies on foreign nations 

(17:12, U ). Here .three or four lines of mar- 

velous sound re|>cat the.effect .of. the. rage of "the- 

reslless world il rises, .storms anti .breifks upon' 

the'steadfast will of God.'" Thereupon lie shoyi's 

that .the .consonants used produce sounds simitar, 

to those expressed in tlie thought of the passage, ■ 

then returning to the discussion of the message, 

of- the passage, lie'observes, “So' did the rage of 

the world sound to Isaiah: as it crashed into pieces 

u|K)ii the steadfast providence of God. To those 

. who can feel the force (if such language nothing 

need be added upon the prophet’s view of the 

[idiilk* o i Ihe uulsitlu world-these twenty years, 

whether-portions of 'it threatened Judah in their, 

own strength, or the whole power of storm that 

was in il rose with the Assyrian, as in all his flood 

.lie rushed upon Zion in the year 701/V

A V is ios  or M eIjc.v io ii God’s Pi.oi'i.r.

In the midst of the judgment that was. falling 

upon the nations aroulid about came, a note of 

hope, to the; people of God. Not only would the 

Lord their God have -mercy u|ion them, but the 

people who had taken tlieincaptivc would in turn 

become tlieir captives, especially is this thought 

brought out in connection with the. prophecy'1 

against Babylon, .Looking out into flie .future' 

Isaiah sees- this nation that was to lead Judah 

into captivity becoming in turn a subject [lower, 

then shall Judah have rest from her “sorruw, anti 

from her fear, and from, the -hard, bondage where­

in she liad been iViade to serve.”- .

.: Again at the close of the prophecy against 

Philistia the thought of the inviolability of Zion, 

is set forth.;

“ What shall one then answer the messengers of 

the nation?

That the Lord hath found Zion,

And I hr poor of this people shall trust in it,"

In commenting on this verse togther with the one 

that depicts the turmoil of the nations Smith re­

marks first upon this ajid then passes lo the 

thought content of tlie other. “This ciraclc w as' 

drawn from Isaiah,” .he says, “by an embassy of

, ' •' (?)

ihe Philistines.. Stricken with'panic 'at the Assyr­

ian advance, they had .sent messengers to Jerusa­

lem, ;j.s otluT irilies did, wiflrquestions and pro­

posals of .defences, escapes and alliances. They, 

not tluir answer. Alliances are useless. Every-' 

tiling human is noing down. Here, here alone, is 

'safety, because the Lord hath decreed it, ■ " ’

'. “With vvliat JigSit and peace do Isaiah's wurds 

break out across that unquiet, hungry seal How 

■they tell the .world for the first time, and have 

been telling it ever since,'that, apart .from all the 

struggle'and strife of history,. there, is .'a refuge, 

and security of men, which God himself has as­

sured. The troubled surface of life, nations heav­

ing uneasily, kings of Assyria and tlieir armies 

carrying the world.before them—these are not 

all. The world and her powers are not all. Re­

ligion, in. the very teeth of life, builds her refuge 

for the 'afflicted. '

"The world seem? wholly diyjded between force 

and fear. Isaiah says -it is not true, Faith has her 

abitling citadel In the midst, a house of God( 

which neither, force can harm nor fear enter.”

P hactii'.m . C o n c u s s io n s  . .

Looking over these chapters, we have already 

drawn'oifc practical conclusion, the permancncc 

arid immovability, of faith in God; Hut there are 

still others to be inlerred. One great.fundamental 

fact is that the sovereignty of the LortJ our God 

is universal, While in theory we recognize this, 

yet in practical experience, we often forget. We 

attribute some finality la  force instead o f regard­

ing the supreme power ofdivkie authority as u lti­

mate. We do not intend to think thus, but il 

subtly creejis into our thought Jife. To cast away 

all reliance on earthly resources and rest in faith 

and'trust in.God alone requires courage of purpose 

anil steadfastness of belief. Even though the na­

tions reign in. glory and splendor; yet if .they are 

not founded upon principles of righteousness, their 

reign .will come to an end.

Then another thought is clearly set forth which 

is, closely allied, and lhat is, the time will come 

wlien the nations will do homage unto the Lord 

our Go<i. There shall be an altar in the land of 

Egypt. "And the Lord shall be known to Egypt, 

and the Egyptians shall know the Lord in that 

day; yea, they shall worship with sacrifice and 

.oblation, and shall vow a Vow unto the Lord, 

and shall.perform it" (19:21); The nations which 

now seem to have no knowledge of God shall 

comc to that knowiedge. This Targe outiouk on



the world is part of-our Christian hope and 'it keep our soul amid the roaring -seas' a»wj (umu)t- 

should be reckoned fs-a W jo rp a r t , of our 'Chris-•• ' ous waves.'.

-tian duty to establish altars'in every' -land -where > " "Our God, o\ir'help in ages past)]

oblation of praise and thuniisgiving shaii.be offered " , Our hup!' 'for years to tome,

unto the Lord. ' . Our skelter _ from the stormy blast,

Then coming' to a'more individual practical cunr Ami our eternal home.

elusion and lhat is the need of .faith and trust . ' ‘ ■

amid the turmoil of condilions around about us. “Under the shadows of Thy throne '

This 13 especially applicable in these days "of eco- Thy mints.have dwell secure;

nomic upheaval. Faith in God should character' Sufficient in Thine arm alone,

izc every child of God. The despair of the. world And our defence is sure.’’.

does not belong to? us. We. have an anchor to — I saac W atts.
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! HOMILETIC A L

■ JUNE

L. T. COHLETT ,

This month is the beginning of (lie vacation 

period, both for the school children and to those 

adults who are still fortunate enough to. receive

a.period of rest'Vind recreation from their work. 

The first Sunday .of the month is generally oh- . 

served as Children's Day. The General Board lias 

provided an excellent program for, the children 

to present on this day. I t  is very fitting that 

this prbgratn be itsed some time during that day 

or on somq Sunday 61 the month, as it issues a 

.challenge for the church member to keep the other 

person in imnd in. the period of Ihe year when 

people are thinking more in the terms of pleasure 

for themselves. A series of sermons is suggested 

on the subject of ‘‘Faith” as this is an excellent 

subject to help offset- the summer slump. ..The 

expectation of-th'c. people is lifted so that they

• expect God to do spmc^hing for them during 

the month and the entire summer. The summer 

months offer each pastor the opportunity for 

some type of evangelistic work for the benefit of 

his own church and for the salvation of others 

also, The summer months should be looked dpon 

as a good.time to advertise, thfc church by hold­

ing tent meetings, or outdoor meetings of vari-

- ous types, in the sections .of thO tlHies or communi­

ties that have not .been touched much, by the 

local congregation.

June 4— Morning Sermon .
‘ Faith's Challenge {Hebrew 11:7-19)

I .  I n t r o d u c t io n

1. Verses 1-6 show Faith as'a Dopr.

a. To God’s approval.

b. To comprehension of revelation.

c, To W orship, 

tl. To the presence of God.

2. Faith- in its foundation anU operation al­

ways challenges the child of God.

13. 'Tin;' C'«AixfeKCE;or-Faitii,. , ; .

1. To impficil obedience—Noah.

;t..' Agiiinst prevalent 'slandards., "
, b:. Against public opinion.

c. To look beyond Ihe things lhat are 

; seen. .

d,..,Tfl a. life of activity free from dis­

couragement.- , .

2. A life of separation— Abraham.

a, Go from familiar surroundings to a 

new country..

' b. Go from relatives and life-long friends.

■ c. Go from the religions of the family.

' d. To become a ■ pilgrim and a -stranger 

for God, 1

Journeying to a-ciiy-noi seen'.'

•V  To receive the promise— Abraham and 

..Sarah. - , - -
: a. Many times to things, physically im ­

possible. ; .

b. Assurance of future "blessing. .

■ ‘‘Having seen them afar off.”

A. To offer the best to Godr-Abraham and 

Isaac.

a; Full consecration, 

li. Confidence in God’s wisdom and abil­

ity.

I I I .  F a it h  A l w a y s  L eads to C e r t a in t ie s  • *'. 

These died in faith;

Juno 4■— N ight Sermon

■ Personal Problem No. I— Getting Located,

“ IVlitre art tliou'f" (Gen, .1:9; also John 1,4:6).
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1. I n'irohvi tion

.1, A day of imcertaifity. J],
a.. Many people are at sea- in thtir moral 

life. '1

. b. The landmarks are being removed,

- 2.' Signifies many men are in the wrime 

place. ■ ’ . ■

3'. The cause of this uncertainty is <iin. .

a. Always removes assurance anil faith.

, b. Breaks down confidence in self,-.God ' 

anil others. -' . ■.

c. Instils doubts,. unbelief, distress and 

1 wanderings.

M. Every Pr.iiso.v N eeiis to He in  Vhk Hie,nr 

Pl.AlT.

1. Anchored in the rijilit place.'

2. How do we know what is correct Inca- 

. . .  tion ?

a.. Adam-was out-of place because-he was 
hiding from God. .

. ' b. . Delivered from'sin unto God.

J. Each person needs to inspect his location 

•'to-see where he is.

a. The surroundings— conducive or not,

■ to spirituality.

b. What' kind of. foundation the life is 

. built on,

! c.. Consider future dangers, storms, 

waves, distresses.

d.'Present and future safety—solidity, 

protection, etc.

I I I .  F cksgn  i.v Tilt.- W jiom ; I ’w i ;  M o r a l l y  

Tries to 'H ide

t. Adam and'Eve tried to hide in the shrub-: 

bery; ’ ■;

a. A foolish idea. ,

b. A.thin barrier for God to sec through, ■

c. No protection.

2. What are you hiding behind? .-'■'■

‘ a. Arc you trying to hide behind;some­

thing?. ’

b: People Tudc behind many fnnlish 

things. ■

3. What is your relation toward God?

a. Those with Him arc in the '.right loca-- 

tion. • ■ 1

b. Those agams! Him are in the wrong • 

location. .

IV . E a c h  P erson’ C an* L ocate H u i s u r

1. By God’s standard. .
2. Through the heip of (he Christians. .

3. Through the assistance of the Holy Spirit.

June 11— Morning Sermon. . .

Faith’s Choice (Hebrews 11:14-2,<) .

I. INTHOIH’CTION ' '

1. Brief summary of preceding pjrt of chap­

ter. ’ . ,

2. Faith ferio.usly influences all of life's 

. fhoices,-

■ W

It controls, some choices completely.

F a i t h 's  C h o ic e — M oses ", i

1 , A keen perception of present surround­
ings.

a. Transient— "Than to enjoy . . . f ir  a 
season." -

b, Failing wealth.

, : '(I)- t h  e wealth of (he world is worth

more to an individual right now 

than il ever will be.

-■(21 As life ebbs, the glittering.things 

. of time fade,

. c- Insecurity of social and public [Kisi- 

: tion.

'.‘Refused to-be called' the stm of 

Pharaoh’s daughter."

2. Definite knowledge of the best to be put 

into character building. .

Suffering for .righteousness is better 

. » than sinful'pleasures.

' b, Christ’s approval, 'with, reproach; is 

more ftimulaling and helpful ‘ than1 

luxury and pleasant surroundings, 

i c.' - Character is not .always found on the 

'<■' side of power and the majority. '

.1. A clear insight into future blessings.

a. He saw the rccompensc of reward.

b. 'Weighed the wealth of God in the' 

balances against the wealth of Egypt.

c. He .lived in the. invisible realm with 

G od .(2 Cor. 4:18):.

H I .  'R esu lts  o f  F a it h 's C h o ic e

■. 1. Brings the individual to the fountain- 

head of blessinc— God.

a. Source of strength and courage. ;

b. Source of happiness. ■

c; Source of all needful spiritual equip- 

. ment. .

:2. Faith brings salvation in all of its stages. 

J. * Faith is the point of contact that keeps 

man in God’s immediate presence.

'4- Faith brings eternal blessings to the pres­

ent, • ' -

June 1 1 —̂ -Nighl Sermon

Personal Problem No. 2— Facing Past Deeds . 

..'Iffiat is this thou hast'donef (Gen. 3:13).

1, I n t ro du ct io n

1. A person’s, past life generally presents a 

matter for present consideration.

The charactcr of the deeds done forms the 

type of consideration.

2. To the one who has’ obeyed the devil it 

takes the form' of a serious problem,

a. Arises to confront 'every', tine  plans 

are made to do better 

I). Rises up to condcron.

C. Brings dread on account of fear of 

exposure, and uneasiness because the



170 THE PREA C H ER ’S M AGAZINE

individual does. not 'want to be .found 

out. , ■

II: T m ... Tkxi Makks I t  Kvihi:nt i 11at ’ Kami 

1’i.hso.v Is Kj.sr(f.N'.sU!i.j: »■»« Uis-Pasi Di:t:us

1. People do tiot like to tliink of'respon'.-i. 

bility «f this nature..

2, When-asked what \vas the most serious 

thought. he bad ever had, Daniel Webster 

answered, “Personal ri’sponsiljilily

P;is! deeds forever present a problem un- 

til settled rinht,.

I II . How io  I'ai i: P.\si D i'xhs

■1. With the consciousness that every wroni:- 

' doing will have.to lie settled f«mc time.

a. No. one e-cape-. . '

b. No deed is ovtrifjofccrl, ' . ■ 

c: God is .the reminder. . :

2'. There, is. a means til deliverance.

' - a. .No person .needs to b e  tormented all 

.the .lime w ith , pas! • rfcedp— tbm* is a 

Deliverer.

b . : Mrin cannot deliver. himself but lie 

can find pardon. -

c. Christ cnmr it) seek an il' delivered 

. those that were bmnjd by the wfolii*s

of I lie past,

■V .God's plan is for the people1 to faee the . 

past evil deeds and find deliverance.

a. Qmfession to God (1 John l:Q i.

b. Repentance. '

( I t  A Eodiy sorrow . fur- sin m o s t  

people are ro ndo n in s  the ir n ins 

com paring  their lives w ith  those,

. ‘ about them'.

, '  . ( 2 ) Korsakinu.' sin. People want ■ to 

hanir on to i t . ' ■

■ (,*)■ Turninu about—goinn with find, 

-c. Restoration to divine favor:

(1) Horn auain.

• (2) Adopted i.nto the family.

U ) Definjte kriowlcdiie throutih (lie 
.. witness of the Spirit,

IV. E v j:ry  M a n  C an  I'\vi H is  P as t . D k d is  N o w  j 

In s te a d  ov H i:h la f tk j i  ,

June 18— M orning Sermon .

■Faith's Portion (Hebrews 11:2S-.W>'

I. iN iKowrnrt.v . .

J, Faith enriches and enlarges the portion 

from  God.
2, Faith, exercised brinus tiod closer and en-

■ .larncs the portion of divine things in the 

. ' soul.

I I .  I ’A n it’s ' I ’oitno.v '

. 1. Life— 'Rahab perished; not

.a. ft}' faith salvation, or the lift of 

Christ, .becomes, the possession of the 

' ‘ ..believer. ■

' . . ' , ' (10)

b: By faith the heart is purified in s anc ­

tification so that this life can have full 

control. .

c. Hy faith this life is sustained,

2. Endurance {vs. ,?4-.?S).'■

a. Faith places the Christian under God’s . 

divine protection. .

' b. Faith enables the person to hold on

■ ' after those about him expected bin; to 

. let uo. .

."V. -Faith ennbUv the believer to rejoice
■ in the midst of trials.

' V  O b ta in m e f it .  ‘O lt la in e d  p ro m ise s ,”  " O b ­

ta in e d  a good  re p o r t ."  ; .

a. F.dth .lakes tin1 promises' of God out 

■' >' .of the m itra l and applies tlu-.ni s]m‘-

(•ifically and -individually. ' '■

, b. ' Faith enables the believer to cash-on 

. . .  God’s, resources. ■ . ’ ■■

c. Faith always brines a pood report be-.

■ cause it has both -God's viewpoint, and 

God's approval. ... '

'4. Achievement (vs...VI, '34).

, a .’ Moses at the ;Red Sea .and lea'dihi! the

- children of Israel. r

b. Daniel and many other heroesnf faith.

J I J . F,tJ7 [i'.s Pojnm.N -Wa it s  "to  E n r i i h  ' H i u i v - . 

i.hs Toiiav ' ■ ■ ■

J. ' Everythin;: those mentioned in this cliap- 
' ter received, believers today can have.

Makes the pvrM.m so choosing' a' blessing 
to his generation. ■

Many biblical characters and others , 

tan be used t o .illustrate this point,

June 18-^N ight Sermon

' Personal Problem No. ,)—■Meeting Present- 

Responsibilities .

W/mt is ihtit tn jh in r  han'it/ (Ex. 4:21,

■ 1. I m I'OMI.-̂ IION

I. No one can escaiie responsibility.

a. Everyone must carry burdens,' solve

■ problems,■ face*dark hours, and endure 

afflictions. -

(>. Some may scfm to be free for a time

, but finally have some. ■ '

c.' He’ that .would escape one turns to face 

•' . ■. another,. . ' -

• 2 . Some ■ periods . of history seem, to have : 

more complexity in 'th e  matter q( re­
sponsibility, .. . , ' , ;

a. This is true, of nations and also of 

individuals. _

b. Periods of darker hours, and more 

severe'problems.

11. Tin. I ’Kom.iM Is to 'Hk a V ictor in  M kf.t-, 

■ino I’i:i:si:m 'K j.si'ONsusii.niFS .-

1. Responsibilities do not kill but the atti­

tude to them mav hasten death.-
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a. Some seem to thrive on what others 

<lie over. '

h'.- Some succeed through similar occas­

ions and events that 'defeat another.

•2. Successfully meeting present: res]«insibili- 

liiw brinps -vii-iorv ij)w!he tomorrow* of' 
life. ■

■How- n> M m ' Presest ' .Ri .sw m sim u t ies

1. Recognize that no |ierson can expect to 

regulate hi? life according to the standards 

o[ another.
• I -

a. One man cari perform a deed and it 

' will be counted tinlo him as righteous^

ness .while another may do a similar 

deed arid it be,: counted as filthy rags 

. in the sight of God.

b. Life must be lived according to God's 

standard, and requirements.

2. God has placed in the average nurmal 

person the capacity and capability of suci

-..cess in all problems of life.

a. Properly utilized, bring, victory today ■ 

and tomorrow.1 .

b. Wrongly used bring defeat and pun-' 

ishinen!." , '

•J. Some biblical examples of meeting pres­

ent responsibilities.,

a. God asked Moses, when he - was ex: -■

■ cusing himself in. the fate of heavy * 

responsibilities, “What is that in thine

■ hand?" ’

( ! )  Moi-es thought he must-have ad- . , 

ditional equipment to meet- the

■ -I problem.

(2)’: God took what, he had and uk'd

that, to bring, victory.' 

b: Gifd helped Sliamtrar to use an ox- 

goad and he' slew (jOO and , delivered 

' Israel (judges J : .11).- ■ .

c. God enabled Gideon to lead an army .HI. 

to victory, H'lirn he was willing Jo dse 

what he bad according lo God's com­

mands. :

d . ' David killed Goliath with a sling-shot 

When he would have /ailed Willi Saul's 

armor. .

(*, Christ look'the lunch of the lad and 

fed the multitude,

4. l l  is not what any mart lias, tu t  whit 

has the man, tliat brings victory,

a. Little is much if God is in il,

' If G ikI .can get any man, He .will firiil 

. and discover enough within th a t .per-! 

son to make him happy and a victor 

in nieelinjj the present'responsibilities,

c,-Present -problems either diminish or 

disappear when-a person obeys God.

: (11)

•IV. Dots Gou Have Y ou anij W hat Belongs -to

'Y ou? :

1, Whal yml do abou!. Him regulates your 

present happiness and future joys. ,

2, Also w ill ‘ influence others for damnation 

dr salvation. . T

June 25— Morning Sermon

Faith ’s Present Prospects (He.bi-ews 11 40)

I. I n TWMH'CTION ■

• 1 . S um m ary  of preceding messages. ••

2, Faith is a Universal Principal. 1 

' a. Both as to distance and tim e l'

b) Iirings the same blessings today as-in 

days of yore, , .

I I .  F i n n ’s I ’h esj.n' t PflosfECT— “ G o d  hav ihg  

provided, som eth ing better for us.”. .

1. Life. ,

a. They endured, looking ‘ ahead to the 

One that should come. ■■ 1

I). Christians today .'live in the glorious 

reality that Christ has come, provided 

salvation and is now pleading their 

case ;rT tlie 'rijjht hand of the Father.

, Experience, ■

a. They counted their deeds unto them­

selves for righteousness, and depended 

mostly on that.

b. Today people have the. glorious testi- 

' nrtiny of the Holy Spirit, to their sal-.

vation and the knowledge of being a 

new creature in Christ Jesus. ■■ 

ilible. '

a. In  those days amount of Scriptures, 

was limited.

b. Today everybody can have a Bible 

for their individual use. 1 '

■ e. Clearer understanding of God’s plan 

and will, - '.-Jit

"d. This generates faith (Romans. 10:17*.

M rc it M oke-Is Exi’ixted or Christian To-

MV

t. Knowledge regulates responsibility,

-2.; Opportunity deepens responsibility.

Faith enables the believer lo know God’s 

will, meet the responsibility, take advan­
tage of (he opportunity, and do great 

service for God. ’ •

•1. Each Christian should try lo do some 

service for God.
, 5. Faith unites the Christian to the power 

house of heaven and, gives

a. Power to conquer every, foe,

b. Power to-live-according to God’s, will'

: and plan.

c. Power lo realize the invisible.

d. Power to endure thv overwhelming.
e. Power to rejoice over future blessings.
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June Z5—r-Night Sermon

Personal Problem No. 4-^Pianning for M y Future 

■Home (Isaiah 38:1-3; Uomans.2:1-11)

I ,  I n t r o d u c t io n -

i,< Summary, of-(lie . problems considered in 

. previous messages..

' 2. l t v is not all of life to live now; mu^t 

tonsider eternity . ,

a. Man is a creature for eternity..-

b. Life has only one end—ihe beginning. :

I I .  Pu is w n g  for the F jjture H ome , -

1, Planning,
a. People give much care to planning for 

the present placc of abode.

(1> Study plans, con venicnces, dura - 

liility, etc,

(2) Engage architects and contractors , 

to help, V

b. A person should plan just as carefully 

for future life. ' •

.(1) Few people give this much con­

sideration; ■ ,
(2) Man is ever living on the border- 

..land of eternity.

(3) It  is a ‘privilege to have' the op­

portunity lo plan for the fixture 

abode. ■

2. What should a person consider in thh 

planning? ■ •

a. That man has a nature within that 

. 'wifi direct him in the wroijp direction 

and to the wrong-place.' ■ . .’

. 1).. The character-'of the' place that tins

• ', nature w ill lake him to.

( I >' A placc made for ihe devil and 

his angels.

< 2> A place he 'w ill’ not-enjoy if he 

-goes there, ' ./'

(3) That hell is a place o f. punish- 

-ment,. misery —  God's pcniten-'

■ tiairy.:

,c. The provisions that have been made

- to keep him from j,’oing to hell,
( l j  .Salvation with its- provision of 

individual experiences^ ■.

(2) The Bible, the Word of God as

■ ! a Guide Book to. direct us prop­

erly. , . .

■ (3) The defeat of all forces attempt­

ing to lead man astray.

(4) The provision of a place for them 

that love God.

d. The character of the place1 provided 

for God's children, - .

. (1) The abode oi God.

(2) The home of angels. •

(3) The habitation of redeemed spir­

its. '

(4) A ;. place where -everythin!;- is

(12)

planned for man's spiritual wel­

fare, enjoyment and blessing.

(5l A place free from the power, 

effects/and results of sin.

111. W hat M ust 'a M as Do to  P u n  R ig h tly ?

1. Find out whiil is,causing Him to miss 

. v - one and go to ihe other.

, - . a. That sin, obedience to the devil, will 

,. separate a person forever from God.

b. Thai rejection of Christ, regardless of 

moral standing, will shut a person out 

of ‘heaven.

■ 2: Meet Christ’s Conditions lo Go to Heav­

en.. ’

a. Confession of sin.

b. Forsaking of sin: : ■

c. Saving faith in Christ,

. d. Consecration.

c. Faith in Christ to-sanctify.

IV’. I’.M ir Pcnso.v Can Still Plan W here H e 

W ants to Spend Eternity ■

BALAAM

H ahoU) J. Sutton

“The error of Ualaam I which was] for reward" 

(Jude 11), The story of Balaam is . related in ■ 

Numbers, chapters 22, 23, 24.

Ualak, king of,Moab; Who were the Moabites? 

Go back 446 years to Gen. 10:30-38; The Am­

monites and Moabites, always a source of trouble

Io Israel. All because Lot failed God,

I: Some T iiinos  for BAi.aam . ■

1. ,He oncc knew' Grid. ,

a. Was a-prophet. . V

b. Had a. reputation (Num. 22:0).

■ ■ c. Saw visions. ' ■

d, Received piessdges' from God, (All 

these are indeed great privileges),

II . So m e  .Things,'Against Balaam

1. He was covetous. ■ Test: “Loved the 

wages of: unrighteousness" (2 Pet. 2:15):.- 

The curse of G o d -is upon’ this os upon, 

nothing else. This was the first sin in 

Canaan and punished by death (Achan).

It was Ihe first, sin after Pentecost in

' the New Testament Church and the pun­

ishment was the. same {Ananias and 

Sapphira). ■ ,

2. Played with temptation' (Num. 22: IS;. 

-ly ) ' ' , -
' 3. Went on even against the providence of 

. Cod (the ass, the angel).

4. Tempted God (went different places and 

tried to prophesy), . '

5. Confessed, but did not repent. ■ “I have, 

sinned;.now therefore, if it  displease thee,

. I will get me back again” (Num. 22:34).

I II . So m e  C o n t ra d ic t io n s  in  B a l a a m 's L if e

1. His Prayer—“Let me die the death of ihe
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righteous,,, let my last end' be like his” 

(Num. 23:10). He wanted the-death— 

but would not live the life (Eccl. '11:3.; 

Gal., 6:7). Many who now spurn the 

offer 6f ’ .saving Brace and sanctifying 

power,would (jive worlds (if they but- 

had them) (o have (he preacher who »f- 

fidates at. their funeral truthfully say 

they were saved and-sanctified.

2. His Manner— be sought God's face. bul. 

despised God's way tNum. 23-:l-3). De­
spised God's priests' and allowed this 

heathen to sacrifice. I f  we would obtain 

' God's smile and favor, ire must rome 

His way.

■3. His Choice-- made, but 'delayed' (Num.

25:17) "1 shall see him, but-not now"

. (Acts 24:25). “ I shall behold him, but 

not nigh" (Luke 16:20). All that is 

necessary to produce damnation is the 

' postponement of Rood intensions. j .

4. His End, w as but the Beginning. Slain

- with the kings of the. Midianites (Num. 
.11:8), That was the end.

Raging waves of the sea—restless (Jude 

;. i3).

Wandering st.ars-^blackness of darkfleSs.

■ , forever, 7'hat was the beginning.

After death? (H e b .9:27).

THE BELIEVER'S HOPE

W, W. ( I (f: v.v *'

Lr.sso.v: E|j1i. 1:17-23.- ..

TtVr: That \r tna\ kiio-.v what is thr hopt of his, 

callinj; (Eph. -1:18).

. These Ephesians 'were Christians. Paul calls 

. them "saints” and “ faithful" in the first yerse^ 

Jn the seventh verst he informs.us they were for­

given and therefore born of God and in the thir­

teenth-and fourteenth verses he says they Wrie 

. sealed, with the Holy Spirit ajtrr they believed,, 

and therefore were sanctified wholly. But Paid 

did not want them, to settle down there and 

wither aw-av and rest upon their pref-ent experi­

ence; so he qxhorts and prays that they may he

■ (avert the spirit of wisdom and revelation in ihe 

. knatvledw.of God and that their eyes (of their 

hearts) michl be enlightened in order that they 

'might receive three things; namely, “Thai ye may 

know what is the hojie oT his calling; what th e - 

riches of the* glory of his inheritance in the saint?, 

and whai is the exceeding greatness of his power.” 

Let us look today at the first of these three 

(hinss, namely, now;: '

, 1. C h r is t ia n  Hoj-c Is B aseo  UruN C n k ist ia n - 

. ■ J&pEKiuvcx :

, 1. Experience, 1 believe, is the surest way 

of knowing a truth. “That ye may know.’*

To have and to know this hope, then, it 

is absolutely.^neccssary to have an ex- 

perimentpl. knowledge, of God. . History 

and-tradition arc not enough. Man may 

believe about Jesus and not know Him 

experimentally.- Wc need Him dwelling 

within iu order to realize this hope (Col. 

.1:27).

2. The Bible plainly teaches that experience 

i gives hope (Rom. 5:3, 4). Reason sinner 
 ̂ has not this hope, he has not been horn

■ again. ■ . ■ .

11. What. I s T iiis  lio n :?  Let'us look to the 
Bible.

.1, In Col; 1:5, Paul says, “For the hope 

which is laid up for you in heaven." 1 

-, 1 Thess. 4:13-17 shows this hope to be im ­

mortality. 1 John 3:2, 3 also says wc 

w ill be like. Him. and we know He is im ­

mortal. Thence the hope spoken of here 

by Paul must be immortal life.
2: Some proofs of .immortality:

a. It was useless for God to redeem [Ire- 

world through the death (if Jesus if

... there is. no hereafteK

b .. No intelligence in God calling us to 

love and serve Him hereof there is no

■ hereafter (1 Cor. 35:19, 30,' 32). Take 

this hope from us and our religion is 

dead.

c. Fact that God has changed our .lives 

and made us new creatures of which 

this present world is unworthy (Heb.

• 11:38). In .this life Christian experi­

ence is Hindered ihrough limitations 

0[ the flesh and evil'powers. Must be 

a place where soul can develop and 

expand and become what God intends 

it to he, unhindered b y ' present, en­

vironments, CtC.;-.

d. Because God’s love implanted in the 

heart,-; never can be fully satisfied un­

til it is in-full union with Him in. His 

immediate [jresencc. -God would not 

implant in our hearts a. longing for 

our Creator .and then mock us with 

annihilation in the grave; a foretaste

' of heaven without giving us the'true 

inheritance. 1

I II . Hopl at Work

1. 'Stimulates effort.

2. Calms sorrows. '

3. Removes fascination from temptations.

41 Supplies, new aim for life and hew meas­

ure as to things of time and sense.

IV. T h is  Hoi't ls Si'kf. o f  F r u it io n  

Cannot fail (Heb. 6:18, 19).-

1. Cannot fail because o f  'the exceeding
. Kreatness'of .His Jioiver (vv 19),
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.1 . This is subduing power (v. 22),

By this I  niean_ forgivenes* of s-ins; ■ 

eradication of: old man and subduing, 

of legitimate1 passions until nc  live "a 

completely sanctified life.

b. Filling pmver (v. 2.1 ). .
c. Resurrection power (v, 20). '

tl. Exalting power ( v . ' J l ), ■( ite'v. :2 1).

•2. Comes by faith (v. ]Q> ‘'greatru'ss of h'is

power to usward who' /*r/iVvc," • etc. •
TAMPA, ILORIOA ' ’

O U R  RELA T IO N  T O  T H E W O R L D

RoV L. HOLLKMiACK

(Based upon Christ’s prayer in the 1/th of 

■' ■ ■’ ■ St. John).- '

K C o n ta c t  W i t h  t h e  W o k ij)  Is a  Nro.ssirv .

; “ I pray not that thou' shmildst take, them out 

of (he world” (V; 15),

“As thou hast sent me into the world, even so 

have I  also sent them into the world" ( v . .IS).

Wc are evidently left here because we are need- 

ed here; and we are left here upon tjjp same mis­

sion as that which brought Christ here. He sent us ■ 

for the same purpose that the Father sent Him:

I I .  C ontact* W it h  thf . W ould  E n t a il s  a  C.w .at

L ia m l it v  .

1. Because, it is ’ expedient for the world, Jfe 

leaves us here at a 'great risk. This risk arises 

from: _ ,

a; The world's haired, “The world hath hated 

them" (v. 14),

b. The danger of affinity for the world taking 

possession of us. This is a far .'greater danger than 

any that: results from the W orld’s hatred of us.

But if our experience of justification is genuine, 

wc are saved and kept from the world's evils; 

and it can be said 'of us, as He said of-His dis­

ciples, "They are not of the world, even as I  am 

hot of the world,"

2, Tlie ability of the world either to charm or 

discourage us is larfielv destroyed by:

. ' a. The sanctifying power of the Holy Ghost. 

{Read vs, IS and 17 together).

b, The fulfillment of His joy within us (v, 1.3).. 

To have the joy of Christ fulfilled in us is sl'ronR 

protection agajnst the world’s allurements.

I I I .  C o ntact  W it h  t h e  W orld  R h in o s  a Got.nr.ft 

.Opvotnvsvix, .in . that it has to do with:

1. The world’s fiulk '. "That Jhe world may be­

lieve that thou hast sent me" (v. 21).

2. The world’s- knpti’ltdge. of God's love, in 

Christ .expressed. "That the world may know ■ 

that thou hast sent me, and hast Joyed thefti as 

thou hast loved me" (v, 23),

G O D ’S W ITNESSES
'• ■ i ■ ••

H. D. Sutton ' .

T k x t: A n d  J t e  w a s  s e e n  m a n y  - rfiiys '•<>/ t h e m -  

v l l h  l t  'rum i' u p  w i t h  h i n t  j r < m >  O n i i l f e  h >  J e r u -  

M ihm , ~ v h n . i i  r r  h i s  ‘ c i t  n e s s e s  h h Iii t h e ,  p r o f i l e  (Acts 

I i :.U i. . ; 1 ' ■ . . . ■ ,

1. To Wrr.ti Tm:v H'it .vcss .

1,'They are witnesses lo the fullness and

■ -. ireeness of ihe. gospel.'

2. They' are .-witnesses to the efficiency of 

His grace; for they tell how' He changed

, their owtl hearts.

' .They are witnessed to'the fact that-God 

fulfills His promises. ■ 

a. To pardon sins.

-1>. To sanctify wholly,

■ • - e. To keep.''

‘4, They 'KitficHs If) Ihe satisfaction ami 

pleasure of His service. H is  yoke is easy 

and His burden is light. ' ■ ■

II. Tju:. Chara( ti;u or THr,„Wn NKssKs -

1.' They are ' competent' witnesses—th e y  

know wherenf-.'they, speak. - ■

2. They are harmonious witnesses they 

.stand together .;»n all the essentials of 

trull: and life.

They are never-tailing witnesses, -They. 

'  ■ witness in life and in death, .

ILLU STRAT IVE M ATERIAL '

Compiled by J„  G its x  G or in

My Time* Are in Thy Hendt
.When the shij* of the British navy had more 

yards and masts than they have.now, there was 

one difficult evolution which was the show piece 

of the navy, I/T  tried to describe it 1 should get 

lied up, bul it, meant men springing to the rig- 

ping like cats, and climbing swiftly to the fore- 

tiip. Twice in two days the sailor who was cap- 

lain ot the foretop had missed his footing, fallen 

to-Ihe deck and been killed. Seamen arc super­

stitious, and when tile, third captain of the fore- 

lop in that week’ was named they ;vere sorry for 

him, He was sorry for himself. He was not a 

very good man, pnd sometimes he drank as he 

■should not. He had .sense enough to.know that 

this made things more dangerous for him. His 

name was Billy Hicks. But when the time came 

he went through the evolution without a single 

mishap, and the crew breathed more easily when 

it was done and there was.no accident.

A week later an officer, of a sister.'fhip was. 

aboard. He said lo the captain, "Have ybii a man 

culled-Hicks? I want to tec'him ." When Hicks 
' >■ ■
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came, the officer began lo read :i line or two out 

.of a little -rtoteb()ok lie .carried. llilly Hicks went 

very red in bis face. On A dark-night that officer 

on hi? ship find seen lights 'flashing, ,and , had 

asked his signal officer to take them down, if . 

they were really signals. It  was these signals he 

was reading out of his little book. "You’re mak- 

.ing fun of me, sir," said Billy Hicks. “No," said 

the officer, "but tell me about it.”

'  Then 1 licks said, " I t  was like this. 1 was made 

captain of the fort-top when two hatl been killed, 

and I was ip a blind funk. 1 asked the lifficer if 

I-niiuht g« up lo the tops1 and practice some 

signaling and he says to me 'Go- .ahead.’ \yficn 

I-Hot m y  Sight uoinji, J just said my prayers w ith 

it. And now. you’ve pot it. Except that 1 quit, 

drink and loW’dchvn things,.' and Eland ■ on my 

own feet n«iv, sir." And Die officer said, “ Good 

man !"

1 will read >:ou the -signals the officer trtok 

down when he rea<( tire lights-"on ;t dark u ig li!. ^

GOI) —  THIS'—  IS —  H ILL Y — H IG K S - S IG ­

NALING —  I ’VE —  B IN — PROM OTED—CAP— 

OF —  THE —  FORE — TOP —  GOD -  IM K  

FR IG H T EN ED  —  GOD —  1—AIN 'T— M U C H -

- FEARED —  O F —’ DEATH -r BUT —  YOUR— 

HOLINESS —  W H EN  —  I — GO— UP-TOMOR- 

ROW  — GIVE-— M E — N E R V E — T O -PLA Y— ;

; THE MAN — AND —  GOD —  GIVE'—  M E — 

WHAT - I -  USED—T O - FE E L— W I IE X ^ I— 

KNELT —  AT —  M Y  —  M OTHER'S —  KNEE— 

AND —  SAID —  OUR - FATHER — GOOD — 

N IGHT — GOD —  YOU RS— TR liW l. Y ~ H I LEV 

- H IC K S . ..

", That wa.« how and where the captain ot the 

fflrelop got his .nerve.— Rf.v, Tuns. -Yates, i n Rec­

ord oj Church .Korki

The Load of Sin

As an, Indian evangelist was preaching, a flip­

pant youth interrupted him. ' ■

. "You tell about the-burden, of sin. I feel none, 

how heavy is it? Eighty pounds? Ten pounds?”

The" preacher answered, “Tel!-roe, if you laid 

four" hundred pounds’ weight on a corpse, would

il feel the load?" . •

"No, because it's dead,” replied the youth..

TJic preacher Mid, “That spirit, too is dead 

which feels no load of sin."— Indian Witness.

M nn’t W or»t, God’* Bc»t ■

Dan Crawford, who preached the gospel in the 

heart of Africa, told how one old chief: of,a ter^ 

riblr tribe laughed at "his message, stating that it 1

was foolish lo tell how a man shed his blood, 

and that the blood of God, to redeem mankind. 

Such a’ message'seemed -a greater superstition than 

much believed in Africa by’ the blacks. Crawford, 

however, continued to tell the story— its effect 

upon the world and in his .own life. He won. 

ninny to Christ, who with him came to .know the 

power of-faith in Christ,

One day, to'the surprise of nil, this unbelieving 

old chief- erred out:

"M r. Missionary', ! see the’ tru th ! I  know now 

the-.meaning of Calvary! I  understand it all. I  

too believe.”

.Wlttn asked for an explanation he said; “Christ 

was God manifest in ihe flesh. He came to live 

as one of His own should live. He spoke only 

fove, condemned sin, ministered to the sick and 

sinful, showed how God is always working to 

save, to heal, to make pure. When men rejected 

Him and heaped upon Him- their hatred, their " 

malice, they demonstrated, how'the human heart 

is.so wicked that it could crucify its God, and 

dultto when Calvary was enacted. But.I see that 

when men did their worst, God did His best; 

and the act ,of shedding His blood was by His 

power' made to accomplish atonement for all. I 

s«\T knouvl believe 1”— Dr. P h ilip  H . C liffo rd , 

in Rrcprd nj Christian ll'o r i.

Prcacher'* Mood*

■There are several.moods that a'man may have 

in the' ministry.. Sometimes a preacher is in an 

. (ibjeclii’t1 mood. There arc ministers- who are 

always wishing for another place. They, live in 

I lie wishing mood. There are other preachers who 

live in the conditional' mood, where they say that 

jf conditions were better they would do a greater 

work. Sometimes they live in the indicative 

mood. They begin to assert things. That is a 

hopeful sign!

The best mood for a prcacher is the impera­

tive mood — pRtsintNT E. Y. M ullins.

John  M ilton1* Prayer ,

Rummaging in an old Devonshire attic while : 

home on furlough recently, an English officer 

cam<! upon a Latin Bible dated 1581 anil bearing 

on the title page the signature of John Milton. 

The famous poet had written on the blank leaf 

a prayer in these words:

:‘0  Blessed Lord'God, who hast commanded 

that we should not add to Thy-Word nor yet 

take froip it, grant I beseech thee, that I may 

, neither think Thy: ccrtainc true Scriptures to be
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• r doubtful, nor the unc'ertaine to 'be ' Canonical!,.

| but possess me with awful and reverent thoughts

* J . . that I adoring the fullness thereof, may avoid

> ntl -hastier, supine, forced and uncharitable exposi-

| tions, and fetch my little light and candle. from

'j- ■ (hat first Light, my l.nnl ami Savior Jesus' Christ;

. I Amen."— Record'nf Christian W ort,
i ’

’■'I The Mciiiigc for Tlii* Age . ■ ■

. i -. . Wc have traveled at 'large through this land,

| preached in must of our great cities, cam|>s and

■ | 'Conventions, have njineMl freely with the masses

! - and touched elbows with all'classes, and declare

j we have no quarrel 'with our fellon men, .We Jove

I | them all. We have long ago .consecrated our un-

H f worthy life to ceaseless toil for theirsalvation,

! ■ and wc s;ty to you, thoughtful reader, that the

| s.' earnest preaching'of .holiness of heart and '

| eousncss of life by Spirit-filled men is the only

j' 5 ho])c for our racel The ministry and church must

5 | .be arousedvto this important subject, and the

I . people must Be made to feel the necessity of the 

cleansing blopd. of, Christ and the sanctifying and

| '». keeping power of the 'Holy Ghost,M ere theories

! I of sanctification will not jijeel Ihe needs of meii.

I '  W cm us t call the people now to tlic fountain

I where they can wash and lie clean. The powerful

* . preaching of .holiness will stop and turn hick

; I the oncoming tide of worldliness anti unbelief.

Nothing eke will.;—D r . H. C. M orrison*; .

Silver and SelHshnest
One rfaya cerlriii! old rich man, of a miserly 

' I  . disposition, visited a rabbi, who took the rich 

| man by the hand and led'him to a uindoiv..

, i  ' “ I.ook.out there,’’ lie said.

| The rich man looked out’ into the street....

j, "W hat do you see?” disked the rabbi, ,

. : " I  see men and women, and little children,"

answered the rich man. ■

Again the rabbi took him by the hand, and this 

time led him to a mirror. “What do you see 

■|. ■ now?" \ '

“Now I see myself," the rirh. man replied.

. Then the rabbi said, "Bchdld, in*’ the 'w indow 1 

there is glass, and in the mirror there is glass! 

I '  But the glass of the mirror is covered with a lit- 

I tie silver, and no souner is the silver added than 

I  you cease to see others, but see only .yourself,"—

I ■ . Jtivish Fable,

' , 1 7 6  , , THE PREACHER

H um ility  io  N cce im ry

On Wednesday, March -1!,. 1812, there occurred 

a disaster in Serampore," India, which seemed to 

threaten at least a partial paralysis to the mission 

founded there by William Carey. O n 'that day 

; the p r iiiijw  rslablislitm'nt, sf> laboriously erected, 

and in which the Bible was being printed in tlic 

several dialects of India, was completely destroyed 

by fire. The loss jn manuscripts, machinery, paper 

anil lype; seemed almost' ifreparable; • Vet-;when.

. the news reached England, like orlc man Britain 

arose and in two months time repaired the loss.' 

Incidentally the disaster placed the whole mission 

project before the churches, and. Christian people • 

of England as il had never been.before. Instead 

of criticism, praises were'heaped, upon the under- 

takintf; until in the first week of 1813, Andrew 

Fuller, Carey’s wise home secretary, wrote: .

"Thts fire has Riven your undertaking «r cele­

brity which nothing else, it seems, could; a 

1 celebrity which makes me tremble. The public 

is now. giving us its' praises. Eight hundred 

guineas have been offered for Ur, Carey’s likeness! 

If we inhale this incense^ will not God withhold 

His blessing, ,and; then where are we? Ought we

- nM. !« .tremble? Surely,, all need more grace to 

go through good re|>ott than through evil. I 

have less jealousy of you than of ourselves; but 

we are all in danger.

"The promptitude with Which you have been 

enabled t<j repair (lie loss of types, and .to renew 

your prin(ing of the Scriptures, .Is as extraordi­

nary^ says Ur. Stewart d f  Edinburgh, as if wc had 

repaired your pecuniary loss jfi one tceti. The 

si>ecimens of Tamil, Nagari, Oriya, and Panjabi 

lhat you sent me, printed from the recast: types,.

I clipped in pieces, as Saul hewed his o*en, and

- sent in letters thTough England( Scotland and 

Ireland, calling them ‘feathers of the phecnix.'

“1 said I 'trembled lest -wc should bp injured 

by rrten's' applause, and should incur GodV dis­

pleasure. But now another thing strikes me. ' 

When the people ascribed 'ten thousands'to Dav­

id,’ it wrought envy in Saul, and proved a source 

of long and sore affliction. If some, new trials 

were lo follow, I should not be surprised; but, if 

we be kepi humble and near to Gnd, we have 

nothing to fear.”

'S M AGAZINE

I (16)
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MAKING A MINISTER

P aul S. lln .i.

A  LITTLE while ago wc wrote to the 

PKJiiaifiJt's and mentioned

some things that wc thought the church 

'should furnish for'(he community. There is such 

a demand on ihe church along this line that wc 

arc inclined to say some more about it.

‘ Just now wc are thinking that the church should : 

provide the community with .some people who 

nre saved and sanctified wholly. We see no reason 

for existing as a church unless we get. people con- ■ 

verted from sin and. the devil, and who can tell 

the influence of ai'godly group of men and women 

living in a community, and attending the church.

Arid when wc. say "saved people as a-product 

of.the church’s effort, and influence in the com­

munity, wfe arc thinking of all the hopes and 

joys that saved people possess which the un­

saved do not. The unconverted, at best,, hate 

only a poor notion of real joy, and their hopes 

of heaven, and eternal happiness arc vague and 

misty. To have'a happy, joyous, prayerful peo­

ple living in Ibcir midst is a blessing indeed. The 

real Christian is an avcrco'mcr and has a cer­

tainty of faith and assurance tlia’l  make, any 

Christian a valued .asset to any town. And the 

church should provide the.community with just 

such a group of people. There Is no other source 

of supply. The merchants cannot sell Christians 

over the counter. The manufacturing plants can­

not produce them. They are a product of grace, 

and revealed religion of which the church, is the 

custodian, and through the Spirit of God works 

in the town or city.

Wc recently attended a funeral at which' at 

least seven ministers were present and took part. 

yThc occasion was the burial of a minister of . a 

well established denomination. He had been a - 

member of a secret order and. had gone through 

many degrees. The officiating clergymen, except 

rnya'lf, were .all. of the same denomination, and 

we know that some of them, if not all,-belonged 

to the same secret order. There were brief prayers, 

two poems, two beautiful hymns, and a history-,

(1 7 )

of the, ministerial life of the dead clergyman, and 

the benediction, but there was a noticeable lack 

of future glory or a hope of heaven. No one 

spoke of the glad meeting on the other side' of. 

the resiirrectiun day. No forward look based on 

faith in the Word of God was apparent. It 

seemed, that his work for the denomination, his 

position as a leader of men, his fine, qualifications 

for a ministerial career were all the things that 

were given prominence. It seemed to us as we 

listened that a good, old-fashioned hope of heaven 

and immortality would' have been more helpful 

to a- mourning widow and daughter. However 

wc do not wish to criticize the clergymen who 

conducted the service, but we do feel that the. 

church should provide , the community with the 

hopes and beliefs that make Christian warfare' 

and suffering victorious. Not only should the com- 

munity be provided with Christians, but'also with 

"the things'.that are . prominent ,in the Christian 

failh in life, and death. ' ■

There should be in the Church of the Nazarene . 

a-place, for' everybody who wants to-'work for 

the Lord. I f  any person, man or woman, young 

or old, feels any urge or leading to take any part 

in advancing the kingdom of God that person 

should' be encouraged- and some way get fitted 

into the machinery of the church.

And yet .it seems that quite a few who pro­

fess to have some,call from the Lord ujxin them 

arc just about as near out o f ,mesh with the rest 

of the workers.as they-can be and still be a part, 

of the organization. They constitute a real prob­

lem and a responsibility to . the, church. At first 

glance it would appear that those w ho  feel that 

they should' enter into some sort of ministry, or 

take up some special work in the church, would 

be about the easiest Co get settled'in their per­

sonal experience and their special work in the 

church, but in reality they are a problem to 

themseivcs and to the church.

There is a great need for workers of all kinds: 

Sunday school leathers, class leaders, song leaders,
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.young people’s workers, children's workers, local 

ministers, hospital workers, deaconesses, ciders, 

evangelists, strong laymen who can le.n) a prayer-

• meeting, conduct a board meeting,' hcifV to sensibly 

' direct church finances, put out tracts, take up the

offerings, act on tlie pulpit supply committee, etc.. 

And yet .with all there is to do some .of ourgood

• people are missing out just because they cannot 

get fitted into the work anywhere: It would seem

; that they could net busy almost anywhere or any 

time, but they do not gfct started, dr if they do 

they soon stop and apply for another jo b .,

.. There is no place in the whole jfiachinery of 

the Church that an ordained elder should not 

be able to fill svitlr the possible exception of mus­

ical work. He should be ablp to lead a class 

meeting, praycrmeeting, or any other meeting. 

He should be able to speak interestingly and 

profitably in a hospital, or school. He should be 

something of an expert in many lines, and show 

gtiod sense1 in many more. Any man who has. 

gifts and graces that help qualify, him as a, minis­

ter in the. church-should be able ..to do all the' 

lesser things and fill all the lesser positions. It 

is no small thing to be preacher of God’s gospel 

to men. It is hardly a job for the novice. '■

Why is it'.'that all who feel the urge lo work 

in the vineyard of the Lord' should immcdiatcly- 

condude that they are called to preach? We 

don’t know, but evidently some who could, fill 

, other positions well are not satisfied to do so, 

but want to pass up all the other fonms of work, 

and jump at once into the.pldership.- Sometimes 

. wc wonder just how much the desire to appear 

on the platform before a congregation has to do 

with the fall lo preach.. It  seems as though every 

truly called-minister should welcome ah oppor- 

luhity to speak a message of salvation , to lost. 

men, even if it means that he stands" on (he plat­

form, or behind the pulpit in order to speak his 

message, hut the message should be his urge 

rather than the desire to appear bn the platform, 

and show his skill before the audience,

• W ith all the work there is to do, and with all 

the workers who-want to. work, we" should get 

something done; I f  wc can find a sensible way 

to.direct men into the work, for which they arc 

fitted by nature and grace wc shall do well.

•It is not so easy, as it seems. We arc dealing 

’with persons with convictions. They have visual­

ized a future for themselves and dreamed great 

dreams. They have fe lt'the tread of the con­

queror coming home frorti the conquest with the

spoils of war; ‘They arc not easily turned back 

by any advice that can be given. They just rush 

on till they strike a w a ll or run out of steam. 

And then they are no good for any job at all. 

Some of the more fortunate see the light aiy] 

adjust .themselves to what tliey can do well, and ■ 

where there is a demand for them ..

, On the other hand, there are some who should 

be ministers of the gospel who need to be urged 

‘ into the work. Their talents are being wasted on 

small things that will never matter in the next 

world. To get them into the ministry, to help 

them’ overcome natural reluctance or timidity is 

as much’our duty as anything else we can do.

Early in our ministry we went from home to 

attend school where we were told how to preach.. 

One of the first things-we met was the question, 

“Are you called to preach-?’’ We 1 fcjt that we 

were: and answered accordingly. The next ques- 

’ tion was not so easy, “What makes you think you., 

are called to preach ?’’ “On what do you base 

your conclusion?" Now so far as w-can see that 

was just as sensible a question as the first one.

I had already been preaching and holding meet-* 

ings'for.over a year, hut that second question 

put' me. to-thinking. In fact I'm  thinking about 

it'yet. 1 think about il for myself. I think about, 

it for the great number of young men and women 

who during this year will come before the exam­

ining board and ask to be put into the ministry.. 

And ( also am thinking of the ones who should

• present themselves but who will not do so because 

they are too .diffident, or are not clear in- their ■ 

.call/ . ■ v

The field if big. The harvest .is ripe. Let, us 

work where we can, arid let us encourage others 

to lake the'places'that they can fill.'

In a sermon that- we recently heard there .was 

suggested to us the thought of God’s dealings 

with the few. It appears that the great deliver-, 

ances which have been wrought in the earth, in 

which -great masses uf people have been helped 

into places of betterment and salvation, have cen­

tered around the few rather than the many. The 

cases are rare in which these great deliverances 

have come to great numbers of people without the 

direct aid of a few chosen men who have been 

the instruments of God in Ihe matter. - 

.- .W e do not doubt but there have been times 

when- these great and good deliverances - have 

comc'to pass;wiUiout the aid of men in particu­
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lar, and even when the majority of men were 

opposed to what God wanted to 'do . God, lias 

used physical and naliiral forces rather than-me^n. 

Floods, storms, famines, etc., have been used of 

God to cliruiKC, conditions amunc Vnen. These 

have acted, as a curb on greed and lawlessness,, 

and been an incentive to prayer and religious, 

thinking. Hut In'the main we believe that small

■ groups of men have been most' frequently used of 

God to produce these necessary'reformations and 

revivals,

We are all working and waiting for mass move- , 

ments, mass revivals, mass thinking, mass reforma­

tion, mass production of everything that makes 

the world a fit place to live in. Perhaps wc should 

w'ork for lhat end, and cxpect big things along 

that line, 1 but we must not forget the little crowds 

of earnest Christians who go ahead without wait--, 

inn .for the mass to .join them.. History reveaB 

more great accomplishments through the instru­

mentality of Ihe few who arc willing to* step out 

by faith on the promises of God than il does qf 

great movements of leaderless. masses combining 

to procure necessary betterment of world condi­

tions.' ’ • . ■ •

It appears that just now there is a great mass 

gathered 16'do' something,, they don’t know just 

what. They thought Lhcy wanted beer, but.it also; 

seems that many have already changed their 

minds about it. They hardly kno * what they 

want. One need is leaders who know the cure 

for the world's ills-, Anyone who can point the 

way out of'.the woods can do a lasting good to 

humanity. The. political leaders are engaged in a 

puzzle that they have not been able to solve. The ■ 

statesmen are looking for .'someone to tell them 

. what tp do. This world-wide condition of unrest 

and unbalance offers the best opportunity for 

godly leaders that, has been presented in a hun­

dred years. It is a great day for the chosen, lew, 

who know the Lord. These small groups, these 

godly men and w'oriien who, know how to pray 

and prevail, are the ones who as the light of the 

world must shine and show-the way to the much 

needed revival of truth and righteousness.

Why .wait for some great leader to comc'out 

of the fog and haze of these times and show us 

all what is the matter, and w hat wc should do? 

Why not take the way that has been most fre­

quently used of God in the past? Why riot get 

the groups (if people together everywhere we can 

and seek God witli prayer and faith? Not-very 

many holiness churches have great crowds. .Better

have a small crowd with an car open for a posi­

tive salvation that saves from all sin than a big 

church or theater full of people listening to 

modernism or some, sex discussion that leads only 

deeper into' tlie darkness because it leads the na­

tions farther away from God.

This is a day of great opportunity for the few 

Willi God. Mas? solution ftiay be possible, but 

the probabilities are that it will be a small minor­

ity that will lead the way back to God and spir­

itual living. Let us be encouraged to do what 

we can with the’ ones that God has given us. The 

faithful pastor of a small church can do much. 

Even a small'church membership that is deeply 

spiritual, and conscious of. the presence of God 

in its religious services, can truly feel that it be­

longs to the few who are leading the nations of 

the earth in the ri^ht direction. Meet the few 

arid take courage.

At the time of Absalom’s rebellion, king David 

was expelled from Jerusalem, and slept one night 

,iway from his home under the stars of heaven. 

It had all the human appearances1 of permanent 

defeat, for him and his followers. Absalom had 

the city of Jerusalem, and-the greater part of 

David's arniy/Some of David's most faithful serv-. 

ants of the. past had deserted him, and joined 

themseivcs to the rebellious son. It looked as 

though God had forgotten His promise to David, 

and that a ll:the>hope- of David’s heart was mis­

placed, Everything was going the wrong way so ' 

far as human eye could see.

liut God was working. The tide that earned 

the: plans of men away from the normal was be­

ing-used by the Lord of hosts to more firmly 

establish David on his throne, and impress more 

deeply on .Israel the ccrtainty with, which God 

Would fulfill . His promises. The rptrcat ' that 

seemed disastrous was .in' reality a forward move. 

More quickly than it began the' war was over. 

The rebellious son had gotten himself hanged by 

his head, and his army, left without a leader,- re­

turned to David. They had learned their lesson, 

and in humility and with deep regrets for their 

foolishness their alliance to David was stronger 

than ever. '

The outgoing, tide is not always what it seems 

to be. Apparently it is defeated and running 

away, i u t  in ’ reality it is slowly ■ gathering a. 

strength to return. There is something forceful 

arid encouraging in it returning tide. I t  may have 

run out a long way but the strength of its return
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is tremendous, God’s-forces that bring in the 

returning tide are sure. His hand holds the moon 

and the sun' with their strange powers over the 

ocean: As sure as ihe 'hand of God, so sure is ■ ■ 

the tide in Us return. '

It looked serious that day when David was 

carried out a little on the outgoing tide. His seem­

ing-defeat took a strange hold on. the promises of 

the Messiah. With David went the promise. What 

a stfange twist of events it was that moved so 

great a matter away from its proper cityr and it§ 

proper temple and throne i But David came back. 

The tide, in its strength,' returned. Gbd’s forccs. 

prevailed.

God-always wins. The'apparent defeats to His 

kingdom are marks of an outgoing tide. I t  iTiay 

take some men with it. Ambitious leaders may 

get .hanged by thfir beads. Those once faithful 

. may become enemies to His cause. Ahithophels 

of wisdom and learning may fail in their advice. 

Strange and trying things may take place, but 

God's forccs are always at work to bring in the 

returning tide, and change the seeming defeats 

into marc permanent victories. _ ,

It  was a faithful band that endured this seem­

ing defeat with David. No number of'false breth­

ren' could turn them froth what they knew was 

right. Tlicir faith in God, and His program to 

be worked lout through David, stood the test. 

Wc'nrc sure they did not understand all that was 

happening. They did not know that another sun­

set would sec. the matter settled in their favor'. 

They could not have seen ahead far enough to 

anticipate the quick and complete defeat of the 

rebels. They just stood true and-did their best, 

and God did the rest.

Present day difficulties do not spelt defeat for 

the Church and the cause of God in the earth. . 

Now is the time to hold steady and pray hard. 

We think wc do. better when the-excitement of . 

progress is stirring us, but we fail to note that in. 

times of sifting and stress God's forces unseen are 

powerfully at work. We should consider every 

time of hardness a time to shout louder and work 

harder. When the tide is running out let us build 

against the time of its return, for it is already 

■gathering force, and as sure as God is sure the 

tide o f  God's purposes will return.' •

S t ir h in c  t h e  I n n e r  Poot.

For about twenty-eight years. I  have, been a 

preacher of some sort. How nice it would seem 

to me now if I  could look back and see no fail­

. • . (20)

ures or times of littleness and dryness of soul. 

But I  am not so fortunate as that. I conk'ss to 

some excellent minutes of religion, hut have to 

face the facts on Ihe other side. Small comfort 

to 'think that probably other ministers have had 

something about the same.

And'I am not speaking wholly of the experience 

of religion, I  also know that many books remain 

unread, and much useful information has been 

passed up. However, with it all there has been 

some progress of heart and mind. Some good 

things have stuck'to m e, and arc with me still, 

And it is the things that I have acquired, either 

mentally or spiritually, that constitute the "inner 

pool" tliat has to be stirred up once in a while 

in order to keep ’me from stagnation, and to 

help me think a little farther along down the 

road on some paths that I have started to travel, 

There is a prayer that recently I  have been 

praying. I  have asked God to stir up those, things 

that I  have learned, and felt; things that at some 

time or another have gripped me, and which have 

gone out of sight and recollection into the inrifcr 

pool. I  am not so much concerned about those 

items being presented to me again, so that I  will . 

'feel them I  felt them once, or think them as 

I thought them out. during the past, hut I  would 

like to have my present day thinking and feeling. 

enriched and enlivened by the thoughts arid feel­

ings that lie,within my inner pool.

For instance I  have some old sqrmon outlines. 

Not so .many as some men who have been preach­

ing as long as j / n o t  so many as I wish I  had,' 

but. I have .some, As sermon outlines go they are . 

not m uch..'I.don ’t pride myself at all on them, 

nor do 1  think very many of them would stand 

up as models in a class on sermon preparation, 

but I  can say that every one of them resulted 

from some thinking and some feeling on my part. 

They are not altogether borrowed axes. At one 

time they were the things that concerned me'most.

I stood in the pulpit to preach them as. the best 

of my convictions and the deepest of my feelings 

on that particular subject, .Looking at them how 

I  wonder just what it was about those sermons 

that let people listen to them all the way through.

I  think it was the convictions, the freshness of' 

my thinking (fresh to me) and my feelings on 

.the matter. I put those sermons (I am not so 

sure they were sermons) in outline fornvand filed 

them away, and went to work on. another one, 

while the. feelings and emotions which had been 

mine during the preparation and delivery of the
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first one subsided. Where arc-those things, those 

peculiar things, those happy, lorccful, indescribable 

things, that accompanied me when I  first preached 

those old sermons. They are in my inner pool. 

They are mine. They are part of me, my re- 

Hjdon and religious experience. . ,J

I  am still preaching new sermons, and ntakittg 

sermon outlines. I  still feel them, enjoy them, ' 

lhink through them, pray over them, and every 

new one grips me  ̂ is bigger than I  . can express, 

and I  try hard to help people with the tiling 

that helps me. But that pool within has a fund 

of blessings and helps that I think should be called 

'up  to supplement the latest thing that comes to . 

me, I like to. stir up the 'pool. I ,  don't mean 

dream aboutthe past, I mean'I want every bless­

ing,.and feeling, and conviction, and thought, and 

bit of faith, and correction t)f manner, and help­

ful criticism, and everything !  have been through, 

-that is in Ihe pool within me, I  want that to come 

up like dew or rain or thunder, or earthquake, 

antt help me preach the latest thing that I  have 

under my hat and in my heart, to preach next 

time. I want God to. release in me the fountains, 

all of them; .that supply my pool within, and. 

water me in my preaching hour.

. T h e  “ L iv in g  C o a l"

Thai “coal" that.the angel took from off the 

altar, and with which he touched the mouth of 

the prophet Isaiah, was part of the “form” of 

the Hebreiv worship. Every service in the temple 

saw the coals burning as the priest ministered 

before the Lord. It stood as part of the regular 

routine of the service of worship, and was a 

usual thing,' But this morning the usual became 

the unusual. Tlie touch of the angel gave it a 

new and more real meaning to the prophet. The 

whole seryice was transformed ..by a visitation 

from God, It was the same old doorposts that 

had been there for years, bui this, morning they 

moved. Same altar, same rituni, same priesthood, 

same service, same crowd of Worshipers,’ same 

priests, but this morning all was so' different. There 

was a visitation from God. Angels were present, 

the |>osts of the door shook, the smoke from the 

altar became the SheWnah fiJoiry, the air was filled 

with the voices of singing angels declaring the 

holiness of God, there was lijc everywhere. No 

part of the scrvice was dead!' There was a genuine 

seeker and finder. There was a “call to service" 

and a "commission," and a “response." It was a 

great service. It has gone down in history as one

ol the^reat times of worship. Why? Because the 

usual (itiler of things ivas blest with the presence 

of God, and it is tlie presence of God that puts 

life into any service, and brings things to pass.

What a blessed time it is when an old,song 

catchcs fire! Or an old sermon, or a bit of truth. 

The old formal type of Worship is wonderful in 

its sco\k  ti! leaching. There is a world of gOod. 

in the'Apostles'Creed, and the hym nsof the old 

slow meter are unusual in their grasp of thought 

and things sublime. But hotf dead they all seem > 

when unblest with the presence of God. Yet how. 

they bless the wliolk body1 of worshipers when '' 

they catch fire, Wc have heard these hymns survg- 

listlessly, and in a dragged out dying way that 

would pul men to sleepji We have heard the same 

song sung under the blessing of .God with nearly 

the entire congregation on its feet with faces up­

turned and reflecting the light of deep spirituality, 

Just a question of the presence of the Lord, .

Whnt a mistake Isaiah would have made that 

morning if he had not allowed the angel to 

touch the coal. The angel had to touch the coal 

before the coal could touch Isaiah with clcahsing 

power. Suppose he bad been so formal, and so 

correct in h is . system'of conducting the service , 

that he would havc held on to the scrvice and 

kept it well in hand lest 'therp be a slur .on the 

church because of noise or fanaticism. He had., 

sense enough to let God in, and the entire service 

of usual things became means of. help to him, and 

doubtless to others. ’ ■

God is able to bless any coal that is in the serv­

ice lo the help of any Isaiah that may be present. 

I t  may be a song that cheers a broken heart, o(n' 

a text (hat instructs a misdirected sou), or a prayer 

I hat brings victory to some defeated pilgrim. Why 

not expect God to lay hold of the Simple things 

that, our services of worship afford? . Let us sing 

as well as we. can; and preach and pray as well ■ 

as we can, let us keep away from the light ahd 

chaffy, the jokes and puns. Let us be as sound 

in doctrine ahd strong in faith _as we can, but 

most of all let us have the presence of God in 

our coals of fire.

In  the divine order of things there is a coal 

for every occasion. Wc read of an Episcopal 

bishop who had read many , times the burial for 

the dead, and never till his own little girl lay 

in her casket, and a fellow clergyman, read the 

service, did the full beauty and meaning of it 

come to his own heart to bless him. I t  was at



182 THE PREA C H ER ’S M AGAZIN E

(fiat service tli.it (ho coal c;iught. fire. It ■ was a 

means of help.

Oh, those coals I Those (limes ihat are part o f  

our usual services, -Ihnse sermon outlines, those 

doctrinal truths, pilose-Hible verges, those hymns, 

our testimonies, t'.'in I)icy not burn with holy fire 

till they help someone? We believe they can, but 

only as w e have the presence of God in our midst.

THE REVIVAL WE NEED

J .  A. K iu n g  ■ '

IN our first article u'i.' discussed three charac­

teristics of the revival that we need, namely, 

a revival of preaching the rugged gospel, read­

ing anil studying .the Word of God, and holy liv­

ing. . . ' - . . 

•!. We nccil :i rfvival of intercession and pre-

yel the one prayer equally, the prayer of the Spirit 

and the praying soul. Tlie literal meaning is, “He 

lielpL'th together with us." .It expresses the 'action 

of one who helps another to do what he is unable . 

; to do without help. It does not'supersede our per-, 

sonaI, effort, but helps it out, supplying its de­

ficiency. The Spirit .maketh-intercession'for us, 

not 'as our Lord Jesus dues in heaven while plead-; 

ing with the Father in our behalf, but by .inspiring, 

shaping, qualifying and directing our petitions to' 

God, His prayer is an inner prayer within our 

prayer; a divine Voice within our voice. His in­

tercession is the soul,'of which our prayer is the 

body. So that God the Father who knows the 

..m ind of the Spirit, when He 'leads Us to express 

ours.Mves in desires, words, groanings, sighs,'-or 

tears, reads in each the language, of His own. vailing prayer. Weigle in bis “ Prevailing Prayer,

or the Secret of Soul Saving," defines intercession Spirit, which is in, harmony with Ins own will." , 

as follows: “To intercede is to come between two t'yrther, men who Iw.ve accomplished the great-. .

parties and secure, by persona! influence or en- e'st things for God, souls and the-Church, have

. treaty, a favor for one of tlienj; .or if they are been men o f mighty prayer, Moses was such a

■ at variance, to effect, or try to effect, a recon- : man. He prevailed with God. in .prayer, turned

'■dilation..'- This is ' the meaning;; when applied to ■ away Mis wrath y«d a- nation was saved (Ex.

., Christ’s intercession for us; also'that of the Holy "3 2  :7-14 j., Psii. 106:2.t). Joshua and Caleb were

Spirit and man for. nian.” . men of "prayer and faith (Num. I-t;5-9, 24)..,

A careful and .prayerful study of tlie Scriptures David, the poet king and sweet singer of Israel,

will reveal the following: there is a place in the 

Church of Jesus .Christ called the room of in­

tercession;' this place is made, use of by nune, 

except God's own dear people; the blessed Holy 

Spirit is.-the Agent-who conducts the intercessor 

into this holy place and teaches him, not only 

how to pray, but'What tu pray for (Rom. S;Z6); 

the hope of the world lies in believing prayer and 

the preaching of n full gospel; God is looking 

for. intercessors (Ezek.' 22:40), but because He 

finds so few who. are willing to give themselves 

to this most holy of all Christian activities He 

is amazed and wonders;' and- because there were 

so few who stood in the gap,'■ filled up the hedge 

and turned .w ay His vvrath Under list Old Dis­

pensation (E/ek. 22:30) ;  and tliere are so few in 

this age who will take .this- matter lo heart, ile. 

poured .out His wrath-and indignation'and de­

stroyed the ijoople in ancient days (ICzek. 22;.!1); 

ami occasionally pours forth ili.s frightful -judg- 

tneiit:; and destroys the wicked, the lawless and 

disobedient in these.days.

Quoting again from Weigle: “The divinely be­

gotten cry of the praying soul and the intents- 

siomiJ prayer of tile Spirit so int'erpem-trale and 

blend, that the two'players are but ime prayer,

(22)

prayed and gave thanks to God seven times a 

day ( i ’sa. 110:164). D ;inidr tlie Mcdo-Persian 

prime, minister and prophetic, seer,' prayed three 

times a day (Pan. 6:10). .Jesus set us the example 

by praying whole nights. The disciples prayed in 

“un up()er room" with “one accord" for ten days 

before.the ushering in of the Holy Spirit dis­

pensation (Acts 1:1.1,. l-l): Paul the apostle 

prayed “night and day" (1 Thcss. 3:10). Bishop 

Andrews prayed five houlrs-a daV pn his knees, 

Chnrles Simeon prayed from four till eight in the 

morning, Wesley prayed two hours daily, John 

Fletcher, of whom John Wesley said that he was 

tiie holiest man lie had ever met dr expectcd to 

meet this side of heaven, in rising from his knees, 

woiild say, “Do 1 meet you praying?" Archbishop . 

Lighton seemed to be. in perpetual meditation. 

Iiishop Kern began every' morning before three 

o'clock. Asbury would rise at four o'clock and 

spend two flours in prayer. Samuel Rutherford 

rose at three o’cjock and Joseph Allen at four. 

John Welsh'would spend from eight to ten hours 

a d ay .M is  wife would find him on the ground 

weeping, and when she would complain, he would', 

say, “O woman I have the souls of three thou- 

s«id to answer for, ami I  know riot bow it is
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with them,’1- Fayson wore hardwood hoards’ into 

grooves where he knelt to pray. Marquis Dc

• Rcnty prayed for three hours, and when his serv­

ant oiiled him he thought he had spent but half 

an hour," William Bramwell would spend- as much”

. as four hours at a time in prayer, lirainerd, that 

nihility- man of God .who. went as a missionary 

.to the North American Indians on the Susque- 

hannA River, prayed by the. ho«r arid at . times 

wrestled with God in prayer till his wli ole body 

was as wet as if he had been dipped in water.

Sir Henry Havelock spent his first two hours in 

prayer/ If the. encampment- was struck at--six,’ 

then he wouTd rise at four o'clock. .Earl Carius 

would speiid one and a half hours in prayer, be­

fore conduction worship. Nor did these men pray 

in vain, for the remarkable answers to prayer that 

they received is ample proof lhat it pays to wait 

on the Lord and for the Lord.’ "

' There are hundreds, yea, thousands oi remark-.- 

able answers to prayer, that have been recorded 

by God’s people and handed down to us, and the 

following is certainly one of them. - Rev. Charles 

'Blanchard' in his; book, “Getting Things  ̂from , 

God," gives'tbe following incident: “I  was a few 

weeks aito in. the Eighth'Avenue Mission in New 

York. On the' platform by me sat.-a gentleman 

lo wborn I was. introduced,; 'but; whom ' I  hatj 

never before seen. When the meeting fiaijj prog­

ressed for an-hour or so, Miss Rav, the superin­

tendent,. called upon him for a testimony, lie 

said, ‘Friends, about two and a half or three 

years agb I w(is in the hospital in..Philadelphia.

I'ivas* an engineer, on the Pennsylvania .Line?, and 

though I had a- playing wife, I had all my life 

been a. sinful man. At this time I was very ill.

. I  became greatly wasted. I weighed less than one 

hundred pounds. Filially the doctor who was at­

tending me said .to my wife that I  was dead,’ hut 

she said, “No, he is not dead. He cannot be dead.

I have prayed for him for twenty-seven years 

and God has promisee! m e 'that lie should be 

saved. Do you think that ■ God would let h im . 

die now after I ' have prayed for twenty-seven- 

years,..anil God has promised, and he is not 

saved?” “Well,” the doctor replied, “ I do. not.' 

know about that, but I  know that he is dead,” 

and the screen was drawn around the cot, which 

in the hospital separates between the living and 

the' dead..

“ ‘To satisfy my Wife, other, physicians were 

brought, one after .another, until seven were about 

the cot, and each oneof them'as he came Up and- :

(23)

made (he examination confirmed the testimony 

of all who had preceded. The $even doctors said 

that 1 was dead. Meanwhile my. wife was kneel­

ing by the side of my cot, insisting that I  was 

not dead—that if I was dead God would bring 

me- biicli; for Ife had promised.her that I  should 

be saved and 1 was not yet saved. By and by 

her knees began' In pain her, kneeling on the hard 

hospital floor. She asked the nurse fur a pillow 

and the nurse brought her a pillow upon which 

she kneeled. One hour, two hours, three hours 

(Kissed. The scrtvn still stood by the cot. 1 was' 

'lying there sljll, apparently dead. F<mr hours,'five 

ihmir.x, six hours, seven hours,' thirteen hours 

jwssed, and all this while my wife was kneeling 

by the cot-side, and when the people remonstrat­

ed and ii'islirtl her 10 ,1*0 away she said, “Nof h'e. 

has to be wived- God 'will'bring him-back if he 

is ilead. He is not (lead, He cannot die until he. 

is saved.” .

“ ‘At the end id thirteen hours 1 ,opened my 

eyes, and she said, “What'do you wish nij’ dear?" 

and I said, “ I'w ish to go home," and she said, 

•'You-shall go home."' l!ul when she proposed it, 

the doctors raised their hands . in horror. They 

said, “Why. it will kill him. It will be suicide.” 

She said,'.!*You'.have 'had >•««> turn. .You.'said he 

Was dead already. I am going to take him home."

“ 'I weigh, n o w  j ‘46 pounds,. I still 'run a fast 

train on ihe Pennsylvania Lines:. I have been out 

to Minneapolis on a little vacation, telling men 

what Jesus can do, am/ I am to tell you 

what Jesus can do .'” . -

Let skeptics and modernists sneer, and laugh, 

yet the Bible, observation and experience all agree 

that Gotj still lives and answers prayer. "God 

forbid that I should sin against (he-Lord, in 

ceasing to pray for you" (1 Samuel 13 : i i ) .  0  

mv dear brethren in the ministry, let us awake, 

shake ourselves and our congregations from the 

dust of indifference, and rise and grapple in With 

Jehovah, asking Him to make us wrestling Jacobs 

and prevailing Israels,

5. \Ve: need a revival of sacrificial giving. This 

revival of'.sacrificial'giving, so much needed in 

these closing days of the "times of the Gentiles,” 

is clearly, and forcibly illustrated and outlined in 

the .liberality of the Macedonian churches,, as set 

forth and recorded in 2 Gor. 8:1-5. Three things 

are clearly stated. .

1, “They gave their own selves lo the Lord'1 (v. 

5). Unreservedly they gave thy Lord all their
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intellectual, rnwfionaJ, volitional, esthetic, so'cinl, 

moral and physical energies to lie used in His de­

lightful service and /or His glory. - They .counted 

not their lives dear to themselves, but laid them- 

seivc? upon ,|hu divine altar, both for service- 

and sacrifice. They found the-jjivincly appointed 

pathway and moved along it -According to the 

divine schedule. Their motive*, were actuated by 

divine love, they worked according to divine wis­

dom and in harmony with the divine will. They 

possessed a persona) Itive and Joj’.jJty to Jesus, 

that made them' heroic, soldierly, saintlyVand 

pious. They were undying in their deyotion, faith­

ful in their service and sacrificial in their giving. 

They loved God and .His cause and a Just World 

more' than they gloved money and earthly pos-., 

sessions and proved (heir love l>y their works. 

They belonged to God only and possessed a pas­

sion lor the tost and a Christ concern for the 

perishing. In  fine, they, possessed vital Christian­

ity, which is ' not imitation ■ but incarnation: 

“Christ in you the1 hope of.-glory” . (Col. .1 ;27); 

not reformation but transformation fR 'nnj, 8 :20).

2, They gave themselves to the Church. After" 

giving "their own selves to the Lord,"; they gave '■ 

“unto us by the will of God,’’ (v. 5), that is, to 

the-Church. We surety ncecJ a rev'ival.of giving- 

' ourselves to the Church of Jesus Christ, as well 

as giving ourselves to the Lord. The Church of 

His dear Son is His institution, and'while we 

Nazarencs. do not'claim to be it (the Church to 

the exclusion of any other of God’s dear, blond - 

washed people), we do affirm-that we are in it 

and a part of- it; and that God has allotted a 

part of His great harvest field to Us and in the 

name of Jesus and by tlie help of the Holy 

Spirit and for the glory of God, we purpose to 

be true to H im  and the Church, and all her 

institutions, her God-ordaincd lenders, her pro­

gram of home and foreign missionary work,,her 

publications, her schools, etc. W ith an army of 

more than one hundred thousand wc purpose, if 

Jesus tarries, to move on lo still greater victoriesp 

and tg .do exploits for the Kihg. United in doc­

trine, interpenetrated in spirit, settled with God- 

given convictions, and possessing some vision of 

(lie (mulitton, need and danger of. a hrlJ-bound 

world, we are determined to pray on and labor 

on. for the revival of which wc-are,writing, and 

do.all the good we .can to the bodies and souls 

of men.

.1. They gave liberally out of “their deep pove- 

crty," evi'n praying (he apostles and entreating

I

them that they “would receive the gifts" (vs, 2,

3, 4): By reference to I Cor. 16:1, 2, we learn 

that they had a clear understanding of Christian 

stewardship relative' to money, of which note the 

following: it is a crrtuin'prdportiomtc amount ac­

cording to one's prosperity, and other Scriptures 

make it dear that one-tenth is the minimum; it 

unis to be k id  aside every week and to be brought 

into one. storehouse, . not' many. Suth a system 

should meet the' weekly needs, because it is scrip- 

liiral, proportionate, regular, practical and effect­

ive',

6 and last. We need.a revival of persona! evan­

gelism. In the first chapter of St. John we have 

tJie call of five disciples. John the Baptist wins 

the first two by pointing them to the “Lam b'of 

God \yhq. taketh away the sin of the world.” One 

of thbje tw .o r "was Andrew, Simon Peter's broth­

er." Andrew leads Simon to Jesus. The next 

day Jesus “findeth Philip and saith unto him fol­

low me” and the fourth one was won. Philip 

in turn finds Nathanael and say^ to him, “Come 

and see,", and the fifth is added to the company 

.of. Christ's followers. In the fourth chapter, of 

John wc have the account of how. Christ wins 

the woman of Samaria and she in turn spreads 

the glorious news and a revival breaks out and 

many of the Samaritans believe. In  the early 

Chureji as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles 

the work of personal evangelism-is nindc quite 

prominent, for they not only “continued stead-* 

fastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, 

and in breaking .of bread, and in prayers," but ' 

they went'‘‘from house to house," and it is added, ' 

“praising God; and having favour with all the 

people. And the Lord added to the church daily 

such as should be saved,” or as another’’render­

ing has it "those that were being saved."

J f  the brethren will pardon personal reference 

I may say that within the past eighteen monihs 

I  have .spolien to more than a hundred souis a . 

month on the subject of their, personal salvation. 

To he exact the number, dealt with personally in 

eighteen months and four days is 1967.. M y plan 

is to speak to at least one every day. In  all iny 1 

evangelistic meetings (I am now in the field of 

evangelism) my custom is to work the business 

section of the town or .city where wc on; holding 

the meeting. And the \york is bearing some fruit, 

for I have reason'to believe that some, of those 

dealt with dfirins the time mentioned above have ' 

found the Savior, To Him be all the glory. .

I  cannot do,.befler in closing;than to add the
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following from. The -Voting People's Journal of 

tlic Church of the ■ Nazari-ne, January, 1933. 

"Many of God’s greatest, soul winners were won 

through personal evangelism. Whitefield xvas won 

..by leading the singing for ;i group of women. 

Moody Was brought lo Jesus by a drummer; 

Moody and Sankey touched the heart of.-Gypsy 

Smith through personal contact in a .gypsy camp, 

BilJy Sunday was won by some personal workers 

while they were holding'a stmrL service in Chi*

; cago. And so the story runs."

A FAITHFUL PASTOR AND HIS MINISTRY 

TO THE CHILDREN

v CjrnSTKK .E. Tu u ;a

A LFRED  CGOKMAN, famous in early 

Methodist aifhals, was born January 4, 

1828, the son of George .and Mary Cook*. 

man. He was born in a jiarsnnage, the child of 

devout Christian parents, and the son-of one-of 

the leading ministers.of the day, a boy in whose 

body flowed the blood of two fine Christian fam­

ilies and into whose personality flawed the fine 

intellectual, and spiritual instincts of it saintly 

father and a godly mother.

He grew Up in a minister's home surrounded 

by the finest intellectual atid. spiritual influences,. 

learning at his consecrated mother's knee many o f ' 

the lessons tha t’ were to prove so valuable in , 

later life. Hjs mother says of these early days, 

"The tone of his mind had always a religious 

tendency, and before he was four years of age - 

lie imitated all the services of (he. church. He 

would sometimes collect a crowd of eolored chil­

dren arqund'him ,:and in his childish way preach 

to.-them.about the necessity of being good, and 

then they would gq ,to heaven and live with 

Jesus; but if they were had boys and girls they 

would go to hell, and be burned in a great hot 

fire! He would go through the services of the 

sanctuary with gravity and reverence ds if -lie 

were ordained." • . ■ -

Mrs. Co ok man had one desire for her boy, and 

she sedulously, watched every hint in his child­

hood which pointed in the direction of its: fulfill­

ment. She hailed every such indication as a 

precursor of his future, since it had been im ­

pressed upon her mind from his birth that was 

in her heart to do for (he Lord. But she was a 

wise mother, looking for results, however good 

and desirable,' to follow only upon the. use of 

proper means, She .did not cxpcct devout wishes 

and devout prayers to mold the character, of Al­

fred without corresponding effort to rear him 

arighl, Consequently tie was: raised carefully as 

is-becoming to ‘a Christian home and'parents. • 

While a buy of . seven years Alfred hung upon 

(he Hrttjueirt* lips of his preachen-fatlier, for his 

conscience ft’as growing with his other faculties, 

and-now began to; assert itself,- Referring to his 

early experience, ho lias himself recorded, “ I  shall 

never cease to be-grateful for (he instruction and 

example of a faithful father and an affectionate, 

mother: At this moment I cannot call-up a period 

ot my life, even in my earliest childhood, when I 

had not the fear of God before my eyes. When

• about seven years of age, I persuaded my1 parents 

to let me attend a Watch: Night service. It  was 

held "in Old Exeter Street Church, in the city of 

Hnkimore. My father preached on the sccand 

coming of Christ. Thinking that perhaps the end 

of the world was just a( hand, I  realized for the 

first time my Unprepared ness for the trying sccncs 

of 'the judgment, and trembled in the prospect.

1 date my awakening fr,om that time.” ,

The family moyed to Carlisle when Alfred was 

about'ten years of ag</. The deep Religious scrious- 

. n«ss .which he had felt in Baltimore had not any'- 

time wholly, subsided, and now, under the power 

of the Holy Spirit, was vividly renewed. "There 

I Jiecame,” he has recorded, "the subject of pow­

erful conviction. Often I have risen from my 

meal and sought some lonely placc whereT might 

weep on account of sin. Frequently I  have lain 

. awake on my bed, fearing to sleep, lest I  might 

wake up amid the darkness and horrors of- an 

-eternal hell. Sin became a burden too intolerable 

to be borne.” This is strong language fctfa youth 

of ten years but to. him sin was1 real, hell was 

real. Such was (he revelation made by the Holy 

Spirit to his consciousness.

He has left an .account of his conversion as 

follows: "During the month of Febtuary, 1838, 

while.a protracted meeting was in progress in 

Carlisle, I concluded,. ‘Now is*1 the accepted time, 

now is the day of salvation.' One night, when a 

social meeting.was held at the house of a friend,

I  struggled with my feelings, and, although it 

was a fearful cross, I urged my way to a bench 

which was specially appropriated for penitents. 

My heart convulscd with penitential sorrow, tears 

streaming down my. checks, I  said, ‘Jesus, Jesus,

I give myself away; ’tis all lhat I  can do.’ For- 

some hours I  sought, without, however, realising 

the desire of my heart. The next evening I  re-
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newcd the effort. The evening after that the .serv­

ice Wits held in the church ; the altar was crowded 

with seeking -souls, principally students of. Dick­

inson College; there seemed to be no place fo‘r 

me, an agonm-d child. 1 remember J found my 

Way into one corner of the church. Kneeling all 

-alone, r  said, ‘Precious Savior, Thou art-saving 

others, 0^ wilt Thou not save, me?1 As I wept 

and prayed and strutted, a kind hand was laid 

tin my head; I  opened my eyes and found it was 

a Mr. James Hamilton, a prominent member and 

an elder in tlie Presbyterian "church in . Carlisle. 

He had '.observed my' interest, and obeying the 

-promptings of a kind} sympathizing Christian 

heart,' he came to encourage and help' me. I 

remember how sweetly he unfolded tlie nature 

of faith and tlie plan of salvation. I' said, 'I  will 

believe, I  cio believe';. 1 now believe that Jesus ' 

is my Savior; that He saves im\—yes, even now-';’ 

and immediately: ■ ?. .

■ . '
" 'Ttiu opening heavens did round me shine 

W ith beams of sacred bliss;

And Jesus shotlx-d His" mercy, mine,

And whispered I am His.,’

“1 love’ to-think of it 'n ow ; it fills, ray heart 

unutterably full of gratitude, love, and joy.- ‘Hap- . 

py day, oh, happy day, -when Jesus washed my 

sins aw ay !'”, In the autumn of 183# he united :' 

with the church. His father had thought il best 

lo keep him on “probation” until he gave satis­

factory proofs of a stable-piety. He continued to 

live a Christian life. unOl in young manhood he 

entered the ministry and the name of Cookman, 

made famous by his- sainted father, continued 

to stand for deep piety and gospel.preaching,' 

Alfred Cookman in .time, came to b e ‘one of 

the leading Methodist preachers of his day, serv­

ing large, churches and having a spiritual ministry 

wherever he was sent. -Bill never .did lie neglect- ‘ 

the children ti(■ his flock and his ministry was 

characterized by a faithful shepherding' of the 

lambs.- At the elose of his ministry in Pittsburgh 

in 1857, Dr. Wright, a'member of the official 

board, said among other things: “One of the cfe- . 

ments of his great success in Pittsburgh was his 

Jove and devotion to the Sabbath school interests 

of the church/ He organized a large school, and 

never did he seem more in his element than when 

working among the children; and never was there 

a body of children who seemed, to be happier and ■ 

gave more attention than when he was talking 

to (hem—either in .examining them 111 their cate*

- -(26)

chism, Illustrating-their ' scriptural ..lesson, or in 

telling Lsome story tha t. pointed a moral which 

was always-fixed ill llu'ir minds h$- some appro- 

jiriate illustration. Many of tin- children of the 

school came early under the influence of religion, 

gave their names to the church, and Itrolher Al­

fred lived long enough to see several of. the boys 

-thus brought to Christ preachers, t^vo of whom 

are now in tlie (ialtiniore Conference.

His biographer,-writing of" his ministry in'the 

. Spring Carden Church, says, “Among the features 

of the church was its large and well-conducted 

Sunday school. No minister ever more highly ap­

preciated the Sunday school as.an arm of |xtsloral 

success than Mr, Cookman. Ho >Vas in the truest 

sense in all places a part of. his school, regarding 

himself as responsible-for close'contact with it 

and a most intimate', knowledge of- its ' workings, 

lie felt that the Same heart must send its pulsa- 

1 (ions through the. whole congregation, composed 

alike of-adults and children. His habit was to 

know and to he known to teachers and scholars, 

to meet them on the most familiar terms, and 

so to inspire them with affection as to he able-to 

utilize them as instruments and as materials for 

the incessant supply of workers in the church and 

additions to its members.

“Tlie secret of his great power with children 

was his Jove for them. This.-the'children-could 

always see and feel, and hence he invariably en­

listed flieir sympathies. life was one of tlie most 

■successful talkers lo youth America has'known, 

[fis tact in awakening and keeping attention, by', 

presenting truth under the drapery of description,' 

or in the furm of illustration, or by some apt 

question', or by the flash - of gentle humor, or by, 

a tope oi solemn appeal, was really consummate. 

Who ever knew an audience of children to tire 

under him. Who has not seen congregations of 

them, wearied by some prosy homilist who had 

preceded him, suddenly electrified as he rose, be­

fore them, and his'look of familiar sweetness and 

voice ,of melody caught eye and ear 1 He was 

never .happier than when before the upturned facts 

of ‘his littTe. brothers and-sisters,’ as he loved to 

call them, or when, surrounded by a throng of 

them, they plucked,familiarly,at his'coat to catch' 

his notice, or when, seated at; the fireside of his 

own or some other Christian home, the hoys and 

girls drew about him to listen to his simple stories.

"/t is said of the ceiehrated Jolm  Charlier Cor­

son, who was chancellor of tlie University ot 

Paris, and the theoiogic.il leader of the reform;^
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lory councils of Pisa (l-10l>) anil Constance

0  HS ', that, after,taking a prominent part iii all 

the great questions-of his aue, he relired to (lie 

convent al Lyons, and ;found his'chief delight in ,

•the instruction' of children, <

"Alfred Oookman was never greater lhan when 

in his humility lie; stoo'ped to he- the companion 

aiid friend of Christ's little out's. Talking one <!ay' 

witli a ia d o f one of his charges,'h'c said, ‘Willie, 

do you pray?' ‘Ves, Mr. Cotikni.in,’ was !he re­

fill'. ‘U'hen .you pray, whnt do you pray for? ,

' You know we. must' have an object when we 

pray.’ . ‘Why, sir. I have a -very haft tcrnjw, and

1 pray, lo God to help me overcome it.' ‘And 

dues H e help you?' -‘.Ves, sir, I think He does.’ 

Such was the affection, the directness, with'which 

he approached the children and youth of his par­

ishes" * . ' '

In a ■ practical talk lie gaverto an assembly ■ 

lie gate some of his view? on the relation of the 

pastor and the 'Sunday school: ‘*A.pastor ought 

(o spend'a part of every S;i!ih:ith in the midst, 

of the school; lie intimately interested and. identi­

fied with it. He should, if possible, knntv the 

name, secure tlie confidence, artri engage the affi'c- 

tions of every child in his charge. The pastor 

should also recognize his scholars in the street 

and at their homes, as-weU'as in ihe schoolroom.

■ "The pastor should, preadr slendily or regularly- 

■to the children of his ..church, 'members of his 

pSabbath scliodl, shaking after much preparation 

a word of loving counsel, warning or encourage-,, 

ment, !After. due preptration,’ mark, ■ forthere  

can hardly be a greater, mistake than to suppose 

that’ this exercise requires little or no.preparation.

Ur. Newton, that prince of chiklren’si preachers, . 

told me that he devoted as much time and labor 

to his children’s sermons as to thusc which he 

prepared for the great congregation; The reason 

why it has come to be a received truth that so 

few are adapted, to talk to children; is because, 

so few take the time and thought necessary .to 

prc pitrc themselves for the work. Then, after 

thorough,, preparation, they .must -put themselves 

insym pathy  with their youthful hearers, and

■ should aim rather to talk to -them than address' 

them.

“As a third suggestion, a pastor would find it 

helpful to him and his school lo have a. week­

day meeting of a children’s class, over which.he.' 

could, have .supervision in the malter of Christian 

duty and walk, in  most of my charges, I hold

(27)

such; a class- on Saturday afternoon at three 

n'clock!- Punctuality is insisted upon, the roll 

called, and absentees marked. After singing- and 

prayer, and singing again, the pastor asks a few 

questions bearing on jiractical religion, as, whether’ 

they have remembered to read their Bibles daily, 

and pray to CJod morning, and .night since they 

last met, ihe answers being given by raising the 

hand. In such an. cxercisc the speaker has .been 

impressed with" the fact that so few. of his schol­

ars were accustomed to pray twice a day. They 

are then encouraged to stand up in their place 

and 'recite a passage-of Scripture on a topic an--, 

noiiiired Ihe week before, or one having the name 

iif Jesus in it, or one beginning with A,' B, C, D, 

etc., going regularly through the alphabet. An 

opportunity is then given to the pastor to reply 

[lersonaHy to the scholars, giving a short word 

to each on the text they have recited perhaps,' 

and (hen, general remarks to the class for fifteen 

or twenty minutes, with the aid of the black­

board, concluded with singing. Each child re­

ceives personal and spiritual attention at these 

services..- ■ .

" "For a pastor to neglect the command, ‘Feed 

my lambs,1 and thus to turn aside from a field 

'white tu the harvest,’ is to indicate a strange un­

fitness for.)the very work to which he ought to 

believe himself divinely called beyond any qucs-* 

lion.” -. ■

At Brandywine Summit* in a campmeeting 

marked.by spiritual power, he. was found, too, 

among the children, lifting, by his tender, Christ- 

like spirit, the children lo God. A report of the 

meeting included the following: "The children’s 

meetings, lield daring the progress of.-the camp, 

and under the management of Rev. Messrs. Cook- 

tiiiin, Clymer, Oraq’cy and Pancoast, were of more 

than usual interest. -They were not mere occasions 

n[ amusement in story-telling and pleasure in sing­

ing, tjut the'most searching appeals were made to 

the children,^and praycrmceling followed, when 

scores presented themselves at the. altar for . 

prayers, and many, were converted! Nothing dur­

ing (he meeting was more .impressive than lo sec 

these little ones . of the household arise and tell 

of the love of . Jesus as they felt it in their 

hearts. In  these meetings little boys and girls 

from ten to fourteen years of age led in earnest 

prayer. While a. sacred stillness-prevailed in the 

immense ten! in which the services were held, 

the voice of. a boy or girl arose in'sweetest, tones 

to the throne of heavenly mercy, aged veterans

I
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knelt before God with faces.bathed in tears, ami 

vast crowds looked on, while a little child should 

lead them. On the last day the brethren above 

mentioned stood in the midst of this, exceedingly 

large and interesting group of children, and, while 

many tears were shed, shook hands with each, . 

and invoked on each the divine blessing. M oth­

ers came leading their little ones forward to be 

prayed for by Christian pastors.”

Speaking to a Sunday School Convention', the 

following report was published: “The Rev. Alfred

■ Cookman arose, and expressed his confidence in 

the. conversion of children, declaring that he tiiif . 

not believe tlje way to heaven lay through the 

territory of siii, but that children atvitn early, 

age might be brought to a saving knowledge of 

redeeming love; citing as an illustration the ease 

of a boy who was converted at the age of ten,

* '"ho was a pupil in .the Sabbath school, became 

■a teacher, a librarian, an exhorted, afterward a 

minister of the gospel, and who then stood beT 

fore them, to speak his faith in the power of re-' 

generating gracc? in the hearts of the young.

“Mr. Cookman of course .referred to his own . 

history; and those who arc familiar with his love ■ 

for children, and his rare power to interest them; . 

can but feel grateful that he was so tarjy called 

of God, since |ierhaps to this may be attributed 

that sympathy which he entertains for them; a 

'sympathy which has encouraged many youthful 

hearts to beat with holy aspirations for the favor 

of that Savior who said, ‘Suffer little children to

■ come unto me.’ ’’

On November 13, 187,1, Alfred Cookman died

■ triumphantly in Ihe faith,'preceding in death the 

thousand of trophies of grace he, had won and 

leaving behind a host , of children who had been 

led in (lie paths tjf 'godliness by his great' heart 

preaching-the simplicities of the gospel to them.

Human nature Is said by many to be good; if 

so, where have social evils come from? For hu- ! 

man nature is the only moral nature in that cor­

rupting thing called “society." Every example 

set before, the child of today is the fruit of hu­

man nature. I t  has been planted on every possi­

ble field— among the snows that never melt; in 

tem|>cratc regions, and under the line; in crowded 

cities in lonely forests; in ancient seats of civiliza­

tion, in new colonies! and in all these fields it 

has, without once. failing, brought forth a crop, 

of sins an d  troubles.^—W il l ia m  A r t h u r ,

. . .  (28)

“GIVE ATTENTION TO READING”

' P. I I .  L u n n -

T IJEtsjjliolarly apostle l ’aul wrote to T im ­

othy, “Give attention !o reading” (b Tim. 

4:13). At another time Paul ;wrotp to his 

son in the gospel,.,llBring the books with thee" 

(2 Tim. -M'.*}. '

Even an/apostle must read,- From his very 

birth Paul was set apart to be an apostle, yet lie 

. must- read,. He had been preaching for thirty

■ years and yet he Wants books. He had seen the 

Lord and had been lifted up jnto the seventh 

heaven and heard things'unlawful to utter blit, 

in spite o f lhat he ne.eds to. read and. study. He 

was a man of wide experience and thorough schol­

arship buj he sends for bis books in order that 

he might continue his studies. He wrote the

■ nwjor pari, of tlic New Testament but liis mind 

needed the stimulation and his soul the glow that 

books and reading give.

Consider the difficulties lhat stood in the way 

of reading in PauVs day—books in the form of 

scrolls as' they were then published, were. bulky 

and cumbersome, not only to carry about, but to 

handle when : read inga lso 'they  were expensive 

due to the manner, in which they ^ere  manu­

factured—each one being written by hand, a 

tedious and painstaking task.

It  must lie true that .the; ease with which we 

get some things prevents us from appreciating 

them. Just recently I came across an article from 

the Kansa^Ciiy paper writ ten by a. man who had 

Several children, all o f  whom.'had received col­

lege education. • He said that were he u million­

aire, no son or daughter of his would be sent .to 

college with ajl expenses paid. His children had 

worked1 for their education and lie considered 

them better equipped bccause of it:- An extreme 

case, but the thought underlying this father’s at­

titude has some merit.

Never have books been so easy to secure.. While 

some books remain unreasonably high in price, 

•one may now, sincc the advent of the Dollar Re­

print Edition, obtain books on almost any sub­

ject at $1,00 a copy. Almost every small town 

and hamlet has its public: library,'where books 

may be borrowed'free of charge.

W h y  W e S i io ih ,d R ead 

Read to warm the soul, lo stir the brain, to 

exercise the emotions, to convince tlic will. Read 

to understand life; to know, the past, appreciate' 

the present and sense the future. Read to keep
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your -mind from atrophying. I t  will waste and 

wither away unless you nourish ami exercise it.

Read'to acquaint yourself with the great minds 

of your own'day. and of. days gone by.

Heading gives one an analytical mind, .1 broad- 

horizon, a sympathetic interest' in humanity. It 

makes life a ricli and interesting experience.

Dr. Stidgor exhorts us t o “Uulge back the hori­

zons of the world with/books,”

A preacher, Sunday school teacher~in fact any 

Christian worker—should have a rich, full and 

interesting cspericncc of life. This can be had’ 

through friendly' contact with fellow human be­

ings and through reading worthwhile books,

“A man is himself plus the books he reads,” 

says S. Parkcs Cadman.

S u m « K  O n k  H a s  ^s' o . L dvj- ok  I.n c u n a t io n '

, f o r  R e a d in g  ,

Fortunate the person who starts out with an 

inclination to read; whose mind is bent in that 

direction.

But one should be master of Ills, inclinations. 

Most good habits arc results of self-discipline. 

John Wesley wrote to'a certain preacher, severe­

ly rebuking him for his failure to'read, as a re­

sult of which,- his sermons were tedious and lack-, 

mg in breadth. John Wesley also wrote to an as­

sistant ' regarding another • young preacher. The 

assistant was instructed to deal with this young 

preacher and dctnaml that he cultivate the Ifabit 

of reading. I f  he could not succeed in doing so 

he sliould be told to go back to his trade. :

The inclination lo, read, to study, to think", be 

it a natural or a; developed one, is itself the mark 

of discipline. • The person, no matter what his 

work, who -has'.that inclination,, is moving for­

ward and upward. He is growing in personality 

and power, ■

A young preacher in the Northwest whom I 

know quite well, remarked in my presence, “I 

do not enjoy I’eading; it seems tliat I  cannot con­

centrate on a book or article for any length.of 

time. Even when I was a boy 1 cared little for 

boots-and did scarcely any reading,” That young 

man, I venture to say, will never be in great-de­

mand as a' preacher, v - ■

Same folks may be like the Negro mammy who 

said she didn't care much for books but she 

couldn’t read and maybe licit had something to 

do with if.

R kaoimv Should H ave'D efinite Goals 

Reading should be directed into profitable chan­

nels. Reading should be linked up with action.

■ Lord Kelvin bought a book on heat by a Frehch 

scientist, Fournicj-, and it changed his' whole life 

and led to many of his great discoveries. Faraday 

bought a book on chemistry and became the 

founder of the present Electrical Age. 

WeslinghoUse bought an English magazine, anti 

found an article on compressed air that gave him. 

the idea of his airbrake which is now used on all 

the railways of the -world. Henry. Ford bought a 

magazine and saw an article on “Horseless Car­

riages" that started him on his way to. become 

the most successful of all manufacturers.

W h at  S h a l l  W e R e a d ?

Wc. sometimes hear the expression, “ I am a 

man of one book— the Bible.” That position will 

not stand the lest of sound reasoning—nor is it 

scriptural. .

John Wesley was an omnivorous reader. I am 

afraid that some piou? people would be shocked 

at the scope he allowed himself. No doubt the 

versatility of his preaching resulted largely from 

his ’ almost1 indiscriminate reading of everything 

that came into his hands. ,

Many good people will read only that, with- 

which they agree. However, reading that with 

which you-disagree stimulates thinking and forti-. 

fies you in your defense of the truth. .

.. E xc u se s  for  N ot R e a d in g

This age. is not conducive to habits'of syste­

matic reading, either for a ministef or layman., 

Radio,' automobiles, newspapers all tend to take 

up. time lhat should be spent in more intellec­

tual pursuits.

This is a day of feverish activity, o( hustle and 

bustle, of hurry and scurry— all, quite, often, for 

no purpose whatever. I f  a pastor were to. suggest 

to his people that they, spend more time in read- • 

ing the Bible, good books, the church paper, he 

would arouse cries of protest: “We have no 

time | we're too busy.". Pastors themselves give 

this- excuse for not spending more time with 

books. One District Superintendent, quite recently 

admitted either as a confession or as a boast, that 

he had been so busy during the past year that 

he had not read one book through.

W ith pastors especially, the difficulty is not so 

much a lack of time as a lack of organization and 

lack of putting first, things first.

There are nut any of us who cannot find time - 

to.read books. The boy David Livingstone found 

time lo read. You remember that he Went to 

work before he was -nine years old in a cotton 

factory at Glasgow. He would begin work before
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six o'clock in the morning and did not get home 

until six at night. He went to school from eight 

to,ten at night, and then from ten to twelve he 

would read and s tu d y T h e n  they, would have 

to force him to go to bed: Tile only other chance 

he had to rfad, was at his work in the cotton 

factory. He put a book at a.certain place which 

lie had to-pass every timte he followed In's ma­

chine to 'and fro. Each time it took him a few 

scconds to pass that point anil every time he 

passed it lie used his scconds t o ‘catch a word or 

two; then on and back,until lie got to the place 

again and could “Snatch a few words more. That 

is the way he began his education. After a while 

. he had. a -chance to go off to school and then 

he studied medicine. But he made.his bfginning 

just by snatching thpsevfew seconfls at a-time as 

he worked away at the lo'om in the cotton fac­

tory,- . ■

John Wesley improved every spare moment .in 

reading. His saddle bags were, stuffed with hooks 

and lie-would ride horseback from appointment 

to appointment with a book in his hand—a prac­

tice that w as doubtless hard on his eyes but good 

for his mind, .

Theodore Roosevelt is said, to have,read a-book 

every, day.-If lie could not finish it during spare

W h a t  C o n t h iih Ition  I )o i;s R lautst, M a kk  to t iik  

S i ' im n ’At. L i» :-  o r  a C i i t t is m x ? '

This question can be applied‘ to ministers and 

laymen. A preacher must have his devotional life 

nourished and stimulated. Dr. Joivctt’s books arc 

excellent' for this. I think ev'ery preacher should 

read one of Jowett’s hooks every month.

. Do we need silch stimulation of devotional life, 

for the laity of our church? There arc an amaz­

ing number of people, in our church who do not 

comprehend the great truths of Christian doctrine 

and experience. There is a tragic lack in the de­

votional life o f our people.- How can we accom­

plish', this'stimulation to more reading ? In the 

matter of private devotion, Bible study and the 

reading of good hiioks, people need guidance and 

goading.: V'

, Ho\y C an  W e  In o u c i;  O i : »  I’ s o m :  t o  IU:ai>

. M o r e ? ' ■, .

Frankly, I Would not have the temerity to 'a t­

tempt to tell a group of pastors how their |>co- 

' pie may be induced to form habits of- reading,

. 1 will, however, venture a few suggestions, .

' I .  By continual' suggestion and allusion from 

the pulpit, here.'n little and there a little—get into

moments between his appointnu'nts. he W ould . their consciousness the fact that. pro]>er reading

complete it in bed'before going off to Sleep. And 

incidentally the jterson who hasn't acquired the 

habit pf reading in bed is .'missing a 'delightful 

method of relaxation. Certain books seem to. have 

been written expressly for the person wdib- in­

dulges in this pleasuFablc habit.

To those who cxcuse -themselves, as being too 

busy to read I  would recommend Arnold Ben­

nett’s “ IIovv to Live on 24 Hours a Day" to learn 

how much time he really' has, and that it is 

pretty much within his own power to order liis 

use of it, He simply has to choosc between cer­

tain things and utilize liis time in accord with, 

the relative importance of the matters claiming his 

attention. I t  really comes to this: Wc don’t read 

because we haven’t found a sufficiently adequate 

ands compelling reason for reading.

CirrUi t i  ci i r  i lit t 'f i; 11 «iii i i  v t n t  1t fv| ii-m;* -M >■ t'i ii W.'f fii vtvii t' < 4-<i 
•'liUntUCtTUtJtiM ltl.it.tt. ♦! U,C4.t4'UI* .-«*'*«!

I  ■ ■ ■■■ ■ ■ - "
c:t Think not thou canst sigh a,sigh,

And thy Maker is not nigh;

Think not thou canst weep a tear,

And thy Maker is not near,

—AV'tlmam Ulakr,

S

develops culture, ■ independent thinking, self-as­

surance and deeper devotion,

2. Supplement these suggestions by frequent 

reference to good books. Quote sentences and 

paragraphs from books and periodicals. •

.1. Form reading circles, the books for which 

may lie contributed by members of th'^;.circle or 

purchased" by an appointed committee.' Matiy of 

our churches'have Sunday.school or . N. Y,-P. S. 

libraries, -but these Seldom constitute a serious 

factor in the reading of the group for which they 

are intended. The vital thing is to get some'plan 

in o|>cration which will keep such hooks in cir­

culation;

4. K seems to me that a pastor in. his per­

sonal contacts, pspccially with his young people, 

should suggest and urge the reading'of good books, 

not in a general way, but Specifically naming the 

particular book or books that would be helpful.

5. A number of our, pastors have used a Wed­

nesday night book1 review with good results. In ­

stead of ihe accustomed devotional message, a 

brief summary of some good book has been given. 

Twenty to thirty minutes,usually,'is sufficient,for , 

such a review or book messaged At the elose of

(30)
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tin: meeting copies of tht; book reviewed may be 

[ijaccfl on sale. In this way interest 1ms been 

stirred iinii desire aroused and many have bought 

books wlio otherwise would not have done so.

1 lielieve such a "Hook Night”, once a month or 

every six weeks, is-oitc o[ the most, effective meth­

ods of bringing good books to the attention of 

our people and stimulating in them a desirfi for 

more and better reading.

How to R ead

It is almost with apologies that I  suggest a 

few simple, rules for reading with less effort and ' 

great rapidity. Perhaps some' thought in these 

suggestions will help our i pastors in realizing 

greater results from the limited time they have 

at tfieir' disposal for reading. Also, it might not 

he amiss lo pass on some of these suggestions to 

your membership..''The young people, especially, 

may benefit from one or more of them. .

1. Learn to utilize’■, small snatches of time.' 

Carry books, wiih you. Turn otherwise waste 

moments into profit.

2, ( Whi!n you do have time at your disposal 

try to.get into a'guod physical environment f.or 

reading—comfortable chair,: Rood light and place 

of quiet. Kela.v as much as possible.

,i. Endeavor to read as rapidly as you can. 

Eliminate all lip and throat movements. Learn 

to read so fast that your lips could.not keep up. 

Read as rapidly as you can. Get the habit- of. 

reading at a pace so fast that you feel crowded.. 

ln.reading this way you retain.as much as when- 

you read slowly.

4. One who reads ill an ordinary pace does not 

move the eyes smpotldy across - the page, but 

makes several jumps. I.earn to lake in a long 

span of words at a glance. Do not let the eyes 

start at the' beginning of a line but about half 

an inch to three-quarters of an inch to the right 

(reading music), Learn to read newspaper lines 

With not inore than three eye-jumps to the line. 

Do not'.pause/ Move eyes back and'forih rapidly 

in rhyLhmic movement.

5. Learn to read-larger and larger chunks of 

material iit a time. Anyone who will conscientious­

ly .practice .this method of reading can learn to 

take in three or four lines, at a time with one 

glance.

■ (>. Check mind Wandering at once. I f  you find 

yourself thinking of something else, stop arid make 

a mental nple of your digression. Read, how­

ever, only as long as you can read efficiently; 

then stop and rest' a moment or two.

' J. After you have finished a reading, glance 

back over it ;jgain. Try to sec a whole paragraph 

. at a time and get the gist of'what i; in it.

8. One should not read everything at this 

speed. Textbooks, poetry, etc:, are exceptions. 

This applies to ordinary reading for pleasure or 

. general information or of a professional nature.

Finally, give attention, give heed, give consid­

eration; to reading.

Take your duty, and be strong in it, sis God 

will make you strong. The harder it is, the strong­

er in fact you will be., Understand,'also, that the 

great question here is, not wliat you will gel, but 

what you will become. The greatest wealth you 

can ever get will be in yourself. Take your bur­

dens and troubles and losses and wrongs, if come 

they must and will, as your opportunity, know­

ing that God has girded you for greater 'things 

than these.— Horace Busiineix.

The great object of the Christian is duty; his 

predominant desire,tq obey God, When he can 

please the world consistently with"' these, he will 

do so; otherwise'It is enough for him that'God 

commands, and enough ■ for them that he cannot 

disobey.— G a h d in e k  S p r in g .

The constant- .duty  o f  every m an  lo  his fe l­

lows is to ascertain h is  ow n-pow ers 'and special 

g ifts, a nd  to strengthen' them  for the he lp  o f 

others.—■’J o h n  R  i/s k in .

COMMENDATIONS

Just got' my Pheal-hkji's M agazine', last week 
and am always glad when it arrives. I  never 
want my subscription to expire. It is getting bet­
ter all the time. I  will have my money in for niy 
renewal before it expires. 1 am going to try to 
get some other preachers to subscribe for it. I  
think I  will be able to gt't one new one.soon.—  
Lewie L. Watters, 233 Kcota St.; Ottumwa, Iowa.

I want io  subscribe for the Preacher’s M aga- 
zink. I think it is a great paper and wouldn’t do 
without it. for anything. About a year ago I saw 
iin announcement where you were in the red and 
were thinking of discontinuing it, but when you 
then kept on I sure drew a long breath of relief,
I  wouldn't, want to do without it as long as 1 
can rake up the dollar. I  am just starting—new 
church and new in the work, but praise God ■ I  
am going through to v i c t o r y S .  Ellsworth Noth- 
stlne,"Middletown, Ohio.


